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CONDUCT  OF  OUR  ALLIES,  THE  FEENCIL 


It  is  a  tribute  of  justice  due  to  our  Allies,  the  French,  to  state 
that  during  our  Revolutionary  struggle  for  Freedom,  they  in- 
variably endeavoured  to  harmonize  with  our  citizens,  relinquish- 
ing, on  most  occasions,  with  distinguished  politeness,  their  own 
modes  and  prejudices,  to  conform  themselves  to  the  habits  and 
customs  of  America.  They  did  indeed  carry  their  desire  to 
please  and  conciliate  to  such  an  extent,  that  I  remember,  on 
one  occasion,  a  French  officer  being  asked  by  General  M'ln- 
tosh,  (presiding  at  a  Court-Martial,  and  desirous  to  administer 
an  oath,  that  his  evidence  should  be  given  with  impartiality) — 
"  Of  what  Religion  he  was  V  replied  very  readily — "  The 
American,  Sir;  "  thinking,  undoubtedly,  that  it  was  a  duty  to 
conform  as  much  as  possible  to  the  religious  opinions  of  the 
people  in  whose  cause  he  had  drawn  his  sword.  And  this  ap- 
pears tlie  more  probable,  for  time  being  allowed  for  reflection, 
and  the  question  varied,  by  substituting  what  faith,  instead  of 
what  Religion,  he  exclaimed — ^''Cest  Men  une  autre  affaire — 
Roman  Catholique  Apostolique,  Man  General^ 

It  is  needless  to  speak  of  their  bravery.  They  were  French- 
men, and  enthusiastically  attached  to  the  opinions  imbibed  in 
favour  of  Liberty  and  Republicanism.  Their  intrepidity  was 
exemplary,  and  gave  them  daily  new  claims  to  the  admiration 
and  gratitude  of  the  people,  whose  rights  and  properties  they 
had  pledged  themselves  to  defend.      To  bring  forward  the  e^- 
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amples  that  miglit  be  produced  of  the  valour  of  individuals, 
would  be  to  extend  my  volume  far  beyond  the  limits  prescribed ; 
and  in  naming  one,  I  might  offend  multitudes.  Yet,  there  is 
a  charm  in  gallantry  when  displayed  in  early  youth,  which  is 
attended  with  irresistible  fascinations ;  and,  at  a  risk,  I  will 
subject  myself  to  the  imputation  of  partiality,  rather  than  pass 
over  a  few  selected  incidents  that  appear  to  have  a  peculiar 
claim  to  applause. 
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BAKON  DE  CAEENDEFFEZ. 

At  the  siesje  of  York,  the  young  Baron  de  CarendeiFez,  now 
an  inhabitant  of  our  city,  then  about  the  age  of  fifteen,  was  sent 
into  the  magazine  to  distribute  ammunition  for  tlie  use  of  the 
French  artillery,  and  while  seated  on  a  barrel  of  powder,  saw  a 
shell  from  the  enemy  fall  within  two  feet  of  his  position.  The 
soldiers  who  were  in  the  Battery,  expecting  immediate  explo- 
sion, ran  off  in  every  direction.  The  intrepid  youth  remained 
unmoved.  The  expected  catastrophe,  however,  did  not  follow 
— the  fuse  of  the  shell  was,  in  its  flight,  extinguished.  This 
being  perceived  by  the  fugitives,  the  Battery  was  immediately 
re-occupied,  when  Captain  Lemery  the  commanding  officer,  ad- 
dressing himself  to  the  youth,  who  still  retained  his  seat,  said 
— "  You  ,young  rogue,  wh_y  did  you  not  fly  the  impending 
danger?  Why  not  embrace  a  chance  for  life  ?"  "Because, 
Captain,  he  heroically  replied,  "  my  duty  required  that  I 
should  make  a  distril)ution  of  ammunition,  and  not  desert  my 
post,  and  fly  like  a  poltroon !" 


CHEYALIER  DE  BUYSSOK 

The  chivalrous  gallantry  of  the  Chevalier  De  Buysson,  the 
Aid-de-Camp  of  the  Baron  DeKalb,  cannot  be  too  much  ad- 
mired. Perceiving  his  General  fall,  every  idea  of  personal 
safety  was  abandoned;  and  rushing  towards  him,  he  generously 
offered  his  own  breast  as  a  shield  to  the  body  of  his  expiring 
friend,  till  covered  with  wounds,  and  faint  from  the  loss  of 
blood,  he  was  compelled  to  withhold  resistance,  and*)-ielded  up 
his  sword  to  the  enemy. 
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THE  CHEYALIEE  DUPLESSIS  MAUDUIT, 

A  YOUNG  and  gallant  Frenchman,  whose  enthusiastic  devotion 
to  Libert}'-,  had  induced  him,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  to  undertake 
a  journey  into  Greece,  expressly  to  view  the  scenes  where  her 
defenders  had  so  resolutely  contended  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  tyranny  and  oppression,  and  who  now,  in  his  twen- 
tieth year,  had  drawn  his  sword  in  the  cause  of  America,  has 
the  credit  of  having  displayed  the  most  romantic  gallantry  at 
the  battle  of  Germantown.  Perceiving  the  division  of  the 
army,  to  which  he  was  attached,  severely  galled  by  a  heavy  and 
destructive  fire  from  Chew's  House,  into  which  Colonel  Mus- 
grave,  of  the  British  army,  had  thrown  himself  with  his  regi- 
ment. He  immediately  brought  up  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
(six-pounders)  with  the  hope  to  dislodge  them ;  but  speedily 
iinding  that  tlie  cannonade,  from  the  size  of  the  guns,  ])r()dnced 
no  effect,  he  proposed  to  Colonel  Laurens,  to  set  tire  to  the 
])riiH-ipal  door  of  entrance,  by  carrying  forward  a  quantity  of 
(•oml)Ustible  matter,  and  thus  obtain  access  to  the  interior. 
Tlie  attempt  was  made,  but  witliout  success.  The  heroic  in- 
trepidity of  two  dauntless  spirits  could  not  conquer  impossibili- 
ties. Laurens  approached  so  near,  as  actually  to  make  a 
thrust  witli  liis  small  sword  through  a  shot  hole,  at  an  otHcer 
within  the  l)uil(liug,  nor  desisted  from  liis  etlbrts  to  force  a  pas- 
sage, till  a  wound  compelled  him  to  retire.  The  Chevalier 
Mauduit  attempted  to  gain  admission  through  a  window  on  the 
grouinl  tlooi-  wliicli  lie  had  forced,  and  actually  saw  an  officer, 
who  resolutely  o})posed  liis  entrance,  killed  by  a  musket  sliot, 
precipitately  fired,  and  evidently  intended  for  liis  bosom. 
K\cry  hope  of  success  having  \anislied,  retreat  was  tlu;  oidy 
resoiii'ce  Ibr  securitv,  but  resoKed  I'atlicr  to  die,  tlian  incur  ridi- 
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cule  by  running  off,  he  retired  witli  slow  and  deliljerate  step, 
and,  more  fortunate  than  his  comrade,  without  the  slightest  in- 

The  laurels  gained  by  this  chivalrous  youth,  in  the  successful 
defence  of  the  fortress  at  Red  Bank,  against  a  powerful  detach- 
ment of  Hessians,  led  on  by  Colonel  Donop,  were  no  less  hon- 
ourable to  him.  So  certain  were  the  assailants  of  victory,  so 
coniident  of  their  own  superiority,  both  in  discipline  and  valour, 
that  on  their  approach  to  the  American  lines,  one  of  their  offi- 
cers, advancing  in  front  of  his  troops,  exclaimed — •"  The  King 
of  England  orders  his  rebellious  subjects  to  lay  down  their 
arms  ;  and  they  are  warned,  that  if  they  stand  the  battle,  no 
quarters  whatever  will  be  given."  It  was  immediately  an- 
swered— "  Agreed  !  The  challenge  is  accepted  !  There  shall 
be  no  quarter  granted  on  either  side !"  It  is  unnecessary  to 
detail  particulars  of  the  action  that  innnediately  followed. 
The  defeat  of  the  Hessians  was  com])lete.  Their  leader,  and  a 
large  ])roportion  of  tlie  detachment  fell.  It  might  have  been 
expected,  after  the  threatening  demmciation  of  vengeance  held 
out,  that  in  just  retaliation,  indulgence  might  have  been  given 
to  resentment ;  but,  with  victory,  humanity  regained  its  benign 
influence  in  every  American  bosom,  and  the  vanquished  experi- 
enced every  kind  and  benevolent  attention  that  could  sooth 
their  misfortunes,  and  teach  them  more  highly  to  appreciate  the 
courage  and  forbearance  of  an  enemy,  against  whom  they  were 
prepared  to  exercise  such  deadly  animosity.  The  unfortunate 
Donop,  who  fell  mortally  wounded,  turning,  when  nearly  in 
the  agonies  of  death,  to  M.  de  Mauduit,  said  with  great  expres- 
sion of  feeling — "My  career  is  short.  I  die  the  victim  of  my 
ambition,  and  of  the  avarice  of  my  King ;  but  in  dying  in  the 
arms  of  honour,  I  have  no  regrets." 

I  cannot  quit  the  generous  Mauduit  without  noticing  his  la- 
mentable and  untimely  fate.  On  the  3d  of  March,  1791,  the 
day  previous  to  his  assassination,  the  Baron  de  Carendeftez, 
with  a  few  others  of  his  friends,  repaired  to  the  Government 
House  at  Port-au-Prince,  the  spirit  of  revolt  being  then  at  its 
height  in  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo,  to  warn  him  of  the  danger 
which  threatened  him,  the  storm  ready  to  burst  on  his  head. 
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and  emphaticallv  said — "•  Your  regiment — the  regiments  of 
Artois  and  Normandie  are  in  insurrection — the  sailors  in  the 
port,  and  every  miscreant  in  the  place,  have  sworn  your  de- 
struction— believe  the  information  we  give  you — quit  this 
scene  of  horror — you  cannot  otherwise  escape  destruction!" 
With  dignity,  lie  replied,  "  I  know  the  risk  that  I  run — the 
danger  to  wliicli  I  expose  myself;  but  honour  bids  me  remain 
at  my  post.  Death  is  my  destiny — I  expect  it.  But,  there 
stands  my  commander,(pointing  out  M.  do  Blanchelande) — if 
he  bids  me  depart,  I  obey ;  if  lie  does  not,  I  die  on  this  spot !" 
He  then  added — "  Remember,  my  friends,  that  I  predict,  that 
that  scoundrel  will  save  himself,  leaving  me  to  pay  the  forfeit." 
He  judged  with  accuracy  ;  the  General  fled  to  Cape  Francois, 
leaving  the  brave  Mauduit  at  the  mercy  of  infuriate  assassins, 
to  whose  ferocity  he  became  an  immediate  victim.  It  was  not 
l(^)ng,  however,  before  he  paid  the  price  of  so  pusilanimous  an 
abandonment.  He  sailed  for  France,  but  being  arrested  at  the 
moment  of  his  arrival,  perished  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner. 
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LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  FLEUEY, 

Who  had,  on  many  previons  occasions,  displayed  tlie  most 
heroic  gallantry,  particnlarly  distingnished  himself  at  the 
storming  of  the  British  post  at  Stoney  Point.  How  great  the 
diificnlties  he  had  to  enconnter,  in  his  approach  to  the  redonht 
of  the  enemy,  how  invincible  the  resolntion  of  the  troops  he 
commanded,  to  snrmount  them,  may  l)e  justly  estimated,  when 
it  is  remembered,  that  Lieutenant  Gibbon,  who  led  the  forlorn 
hope  of  Fleury's  column,  with  the  chivalric  gallantry  which 
characterized  his  entire  conduct,  removed  the  abbatis,  and  en- 
tered the  post,  sword  in  hand,  losing  seventeen  out  of  the 
twenty  heroes,  attached  to  him  on  this  perilous  enterj^rize. 
History  has  attributed  to  the  Lieutenant-Colonel,  the  honour 
of  having  struck  the  colours  of  the  enemy  with  his  own  hands. 
26 
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BARON  DE  KALB, 

Although  a  native  of  Germany,  yet,  from  liis  long  course  of 
service  in  the  armies  of  France,  I  cannot  but  consider  the 
Baron  as  a  Frencliiiian  ^  especially,  as  it  appears  more  than 
probable,  that  during  the  entire  period  of  his  holding  an  Ameri- 
can commission,  he  continued  ^ ijensioner  of  that  government, 
and  one  of  its  most  indefatigable  agents.  From  his  own  repre- 
sentations it  is  evident,  that  during  the  war  of  1757,  he  had 
visited  the  Colonies  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  direction  of  the 
Court  of  France,  expressly  to  ascertain  the  points  in  which  they 
were  the  most  vulnerable,  and  to  discover  how  far  it  was  prac- 
ticable, by  well-timed  insinuations,  and  winning  intrigue,  to 
generate  dissatisfaction,  and  excite  a  suspicious  jealousy  against 
the  mother  country,  so  as  to  shake  their  confidence  in  the  purity 
of  her  views,  and  beget  and  cherish  a  desire  of  asserting  their 
independence.  In  political  negotiations  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
but  that  its  own  peculiar  interests  and  aggandizement  is  the 
cherished  object  of  every  State.  If  there  are  any  who  believe 
that  the  conduct  of  France,  in  taking  part  with  America  in  her 
s.truggle  for  Independence,  proceeded  either  from  attachment 
to  her  as  a  nation,  or  an  admiration  of  the  principles  that  had 
caused  her  to  oppose  the  encroachments  of  Britain  on  her 
rights,  their  error  is  extreme;  since  enmity  to  Great  Britain, 
and  the  liope  of  profiting  l)y  her  misfortunes,  was  the  great  iirst 
cause  of  her  hostility,  and,  I  conscientiously  believe,  the  sole 
object  of  lier  wishes — the  great  end  of  her  interference.  There 
never  existed  ;i  nation  more  })ointe(lly  distinguished  than  the 
French,  l»y  the  felicitous  talent  of  discovering  the  influences  op- 
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erating  on  the  governments  with  which  they  were  connected, 
studiously  counteracting  them  where  they  militated  against  lier 
wishes;  encouraging  and  directing  them  wheresoever  according 
witli,  and  likely  to  promote  lier  own  views.  The  great  anxiety 
shown,  on  all  occasions,  by  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  to  secure  the 
memoranda  of  passing  events,  wdiich  were  written  in  cipher, 
regularly  entered  in  a  book,  and  transmitted  to  the  French 
Ambassador  at  Philadelphia,  give  just  reason  to  suppose  that 
more  was  contained  in  his  correspondence  with  that  distin- 
guished character,  than  he  wished  to  meet  the  eyes  of  the  asso- 
ciates wdio  surrounded  him.  His  connection  with  France  was 
doubtless  similar  to  that  of  other  officers  of  that  nation,  serving 
in  America;  the  nature  of  which  may  be  easily  understood,  by 
a  reference  to  an  intercepted  letter  from  General  Du  Portail 
to  the  Count  de  St.  Germain,  Minister  of  War,  dated  "  Camp 
at  White  Marsh,  four  miles  from  Philadelphia,  November  i2th, 
17T7,"  which  may  be  found  in  Stedman's  History  of  the 
American  War,  vol.  1.  p.  390.  Intent  only  on  the  great  object 
of  his  mission,  the  transmission  of  secret  intelligence  to  his 
trans-atlantic  friends,  and  regardless  of  his  obligations  to  the 
Government  whose  bread  he  ate,  and  whose  character  he 
was  bound  by  every  sense  of  duty  to  defend,  we  find  him  cal- 
umniating them  without  a  blush,  and  boldly  asserting,  "  it  has 
not  been  owing  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  Americans,  that  the 
campaign  upon  the  whole  has  terminated  rather  fortunately, 
but  to  the  fault  of  the  English."  Again,  "  before  the  war  the 
American  people,  though  they  did  not  live  in  luxury,  enjoyed 
in  abundance  every  requisite  to  make  life  comfortable  and 
happy  ;  they  passed  a  great  part  of  their  time  in  smoking,  and 
drinking  wine  or  spirituous  liquors.  Such  was  the  disposition 
of  the  people.  Sore  against  the  grain,  then,  their  sudden  trans- 
formation into  soldiers,  reduced  to  lead  a  life  of  hardships  and 
frugality  ;  nor  will  it  be  considered  surprising,  that  they  should 
prefer  the  yoke  of  the  English,  to  Liberty  purchased  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  comforts  of  life."  Still  further;  "you  will  be  as- 
tonished. Sir,  at  this  language,  but  such  are  these  people, — who 
move  without  spring  or  energy,  without  vigour,  without  passion 
for  a  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and  which  they  follow 
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only  as  the  impulse  of  the  liand  that  first  put  them  in  motion 
directs.  There  is  a  hundred  times  more  enthusiasm  for  this 
Revolution  in  any  of  our  coffee-houses  in  Paris,  than  in  all  the 
thirteen  Provinces  united."  Again  :  "  It  is  necessary,  then, 
that  Fi-ance,  to  accomplish  this  Pevolution,  should  furnish  these 
people  with  every  requisite  to  lessen  the  hardshij)s  of  war. 
True,  it  will  cost  some  millions,  but  they  will  he  well  laid  out 
in  annihilatino;  the  power  of  England,  which,  Mdien  bereft  of 
her  Colonies,  without  a  navy,  and  without  connnerce,  will  lose 
her  consequence  in  the  world,  and  leave  France  without  a  rival." 
Speaking  of  the  policy  of  sending  French  troops  to  America,  he 
adds,  "that  woidd  be  the  way  to  mar  all.  The  people  here, 
though  at  war  with  the  English,  (we  see  it  every  day,)  in  spite 
of  all  tliat  France  has  done,  and  means  to  do  for  them,  would 
prefer  a  reconciliation  with  tlie  English,  rather  than  receive,  in 
force,  the  men  in  the  world  they  most  fear."  And  finally,  con- 
cludes this  precious  epistle  by  saying,  "  I  have  perhaps,  Sir,  in 
my  letter,  exceeded  what  you  required,  but  pardon  the  length 
of  the  dissertations  I  have  gone  into,  from  a  desire  to  satisfy 
your  wishes,  and  render  my  stay  here  as  useful  as  it  is  in  my 
power  to  make  it." 

That  "  no  man  can  serve  two  masters,"  we  know  from  the 
very  liighest  authority.  Preferences  will  be  given,  and  prefer- 
ence is  injury.  That  these  political  adventurers  would  act  with 
vigour  against  the  common  enemy,  there  can  be  no  doubt; 
they  would  fight  for  America  to  repel  the  encroachments  of 
ih-it;iin,  Itut  bring  into  competition  the  interests  of  France  with 
tiiose  of  America,  and  every  wish  for  the  prosperity  of  their 
adopted^  would  be  lost  in  their  devotion  to  \\\q\\'  native  country. 
Yet,  wliilc  1  iiicntion  these  circumstances,  the  more  clearly  to 
develo})  the  decide;!l_y  interested  views  of  France,  and  the  serv 
ices  required  of  her  agents,  serving  under  the  l)anncrs  of  Amer- 
ica, altliough  they  necessarily  diminish  the  claims  of  theP)aron 
(le  Kail)  to  the  pure  and  disinterested  patriotism,  that,  as  a 
leader  of  an  army  coiiteiiding  for  the  most  sacred  rights  of  man, 
he  might  be  sup])osi'd  to  ])ossess,  I  allow  him  every  possible 
merit  as  a  soldier,  and  the  most  exalted  claims  to  applause  for 
the  gallantry  with  which  he  fought;  the  unruffled  temper  and 
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patient  resignation  with  which  lie  viewed  the  approach,  and 
met  tlie  stroke  of  death.  ]^or  is  lie  less  to  he  applauded  for 
the  grateful  recollection  expressed  for  the  exemplary  intre})i- 
dity  of  the  Delaware  and  Maryland  Regiments  which  he  com- 
manded, sending,  even  in  the  agonies  of  death,  by  his  Aid-de- 
Camp,  the  Chevalier  De  Bnysson,  his  warmest  thanks  for 
their  heroic  exertions,  and  expressing  his  delight,  that  tliongh 
nnsnccessfnl  in  hattle,  he  had  led  into  action  men  so  highly 
meriting  the  palm  of  victory. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DE  LA  FAYETTE. 

The  meritorions  services  of  tins  gallant  jomig  nobleman, 
are  too  well  known  to  every  American,  to  need  recapitnlation 
here.  He  certainly  appeared  to  engage  in  the  Repnblican 
cause,  with  more  enthusiasm,  and  to  feel  more  genuine  and 
sincere  attachment  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  than 
any  foreigner  in  the  service.  He  was  brave  almost  to  a  fault ; 
in  executing  orders,  romantically  so :  but  when  intrusted  with 
separate  command,  though  possessing  all  the  fire  of  youth, 
conducted  himself  with  a  degree  of  caution  and  prudence,  that 
w^ould  have  been  creditable  to  the  calm  temper  and  circum- 
spection of  age.  He  was  generous  in  the  extreme.  On  his 
very  first  landing  in  Carolina,  in  testimony  of  his  respect  and 
high  admiration  of  the  gallant  defence  made  by  General  Moul- 
trie, of  the  pass  at  Sullivan's  Island,  he  presented  him  with 
clothing,  arms,  and  accoutrements  for  one  hundred  men. 
When  in  command  at  the  North,  every  officer  serving  under 
him  received  a  present  of  a  handsome  sword  ;  and  there  was 
not  a  private  in  the  line,  who  did  not,  by  his  liberal  disti'ibu- 
tion  of  clothing  and  other  comforts,  reap  the  benefit  of  his 
sympathy  and  benevolence.  Full  of  ardour  during  the  contest 
for  victory  ;  wheresoever  an  advantage  was  obtained,  hnmanity 
a]»p(';ir('(l  tlie  leading  feature  in  his  character,  siiu^e  he  invaria- 
bly showed  far  greater  dis])osition  to  sooth  than  siggravate  mis- 
fortune. I  have,  in  another  place,  given  a  noble  example  of 
his  forl)earance,  when  storming  one  of  the  advanced  redoubts 
of  the  ih'itish  at  York  Town.  In  short,  he  ])ossessed  in  so 
high  a  degree   the  character  of  an  accomplished  and  perfect 
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soldier,  as  to  gain  the  confidence  of  his  superiors,  the  affections 
of  his  equals,  and  the  respect  and  veneration  of  all  who  served 
under  liim.  It  is  no  trifling  compliment  to  say,  that 
next  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  the  intrepid  Greene,  no 
General  stood  higher  in  the  public  favour,  or  more  constantly 
commanded  the  admiration  of  the  army,  than  La  Fayette. 
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DISTINGUISHED  NAYAL  OFFICERS. 


It  would  be  an  unpardonable  dereliction  of  duty,  did  I  neg- 
lect to  mention  the  services  of  several  ISTaval  Officers,  who, 
even  from  the  very  earliest  period  of  the  revolutionary 
struggle  for  Independence,  gave  strong  indication,  and  flatter- 
ing presage  of  that  superior  skill  and  spirit  of  enterprise,  that 
has,  in  latter  times,  so  highly  exalted  the  reputation  of  the 
American  Marine.  The  field  for  encomium  is  extensive — the 
opportunities  for  bestowing  praise  tar  greater  than  couhl  have 
been  expected,  at  a  moment  when  the  overwhelming  power  of 
the  British  ]^avy,  appeared  to  render  every  effort  to  resist  it 
chimerical.  The  flrst  trump  of  war,  however,  appears  to  have 
been  the  signal  for  energy  and  active  enterprise,  calling  into 
exertion,  whatever  the  ardent  impulses  of  patriotism  could 
suggest,  as  beneficial  to  the  public  weal ;  for,  while  the  enemy 
still  held  their  post  at  Boston,  even  in  the  harbour  itself,  in 
view  of,  and  frequently  under  the  very  guns  of  the  men-of- 
war,  achievements  of  bold  and  hardy  daring  were  accomplish- 
ed, that  Britons,  witli  all  tlieir  boast  of  suj^eriority  on  the 
ocean,  -would  have  been  proud  to  add  to  the  chronicles  of  their 
Naval  History.  I  shall  select  a  few  instances  in  support  of 
my  assertion,  and  could,  with  great  facility,  many  others,  did 
I  not  regard  the  proofs  brouglit  forward  as  aniply  sufficient. 
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CAPTAIN  MANLY. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  port  of  Boston,  and  frecpiently  in  full 
view  of  the  British  fleet,  Captain  Manly  made  many  prizes.  I 
would  particularly  mention  a  store  ship,  l)Ound  in,  which  had 
on  board  a  thirteen-inch  brass  mortar,  several  pieces  of  brass 
cannon,  several  thousand  small  arms,  and  a  complete  assort- 
ment of  ordnance  stores  and  laboratory  utensils.  He  took,  at 
the  same  time,  an  armed  sloop,  serving  her  as  a  tender  ;  and 
shortly  after,  another  fine  ship,  and  a  snow  of  considerable 
value.  The  spirit  of  enterprise,  encouraged  by  success,  he 
sailed  in  the  privateer  Hancerck,  on  a  cruise,  and  falling  in 
with  His  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  of  war  Fox,  compelled  her 
to  surrender.  Some  time  after  this,  commanding  the  privateer 
Jason,  he  was  attacked  by  two  British  privateers,  the  one  of 
eighteen,  the  other  of  ten  guns.  He  reserved  his  fire  till  he 
came  close  upon  them — run  his  vessel  betwixt  the  two,  and  hy  a 
well-directed  broadside,  fired  into  each,  compelled  them  l)oth 
to  strike  their  colours  and  surrender.  The  Americans  had  al- 
ready learnt  to  fire  with  deliberation  and  effect.  Short  as  the 
contest  was,  the  larger  privateer  lost  thirty  of  her  crew. 
27 
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CAPTAIN  HAKRADEN, 

Oe  the  privateer  Pickering,  of  sixteen  guns,  cruising  near 
Sandy-Hook,  fell  in  with  a  ship  of  fourteen  guns,  a  brig  of  ten, 
and  a  sloop  of  eight  guns,  and  after  an  action  of  one  hour  and 
a  half,  captured  the  whole.  In  the  same  cruise,  he  captured 
also,  the  Pomona  of  twelve,  the  sloop  of  war  Hope  of  fourteen, 
and  Royal  George  Cutter  of  fourteen  guns. 


CAPTAIN  GEDDES, 

In  the  Ilolker  ])rivateer,  did  incalculable  mischief  to  the 
Pritish  trade.  But  changing  into  the  Congress  letter-of- 
marque,  of  Philadelphia,  mounting  twenty  guns,  encountered 
and  cnptm-ed  His  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  of  war  Savage,  of 
the  same  force. 


REVOLUTIONARY    ANECDOTES.  205 


PAUL  JONES, 

Sailing  in  the  Ranger,  with  despatches  to  onr  Minister  at 
the  French  Court,  fell  in  with  and  took  two  valualile  prizes  on 
his  passage ;  and  having  quickly  prepared  his  vessel  for  a 
cruise,  entered  the  Irish  Channel,  landed  and  spiked  thirty-six 
cannon  mounted  in  battery  at  Whitehaven — encountered,  and 
after  a  severe  action,  took  tlie  Drake  sloop  of  war — and  after 
an  absence  of  twenty-eight  days,  returned  to  Brest  with  two 
hundred  prisoners.  His  activity  giving  great  increase  to  his 
reputation,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  small  squad- 
ron, and  sailed  from  France  with  the  hope  of  intercepting  the 
Baltic  fleet  returning  to  England.  During  his  cruise  he  made 
many  valuable  captures,  and  spread  great  alarm  on  the  British 
Coast,  threatening  a  descent,  and  exciting  great  alarm  both  at 
Leith  and  Hull ;  and  at  length,  falling  in  with  the  fleet  which 
he  sought,  fought  an  action  of  such  desperate  severity,  that 
history  aflbrds  no  parallel  to  it.  In  the  Bonne  Homme 
Richard  of  forty  guns,  he  compelled  the  Serapis  of  forty-four, 
to  strike,  and  took  possession  of  her  at  the  moment  that  his 
own  ship  sunk  at  her  side,  being  so  shattered  by  the  obstinacy 
and  long  continuance  of  the  conflict,  that  time  was  not  allowed 
for  the  removal  of  the  wounded,  who  had  barely  time  to  see 
the  flag  of  their  country  floating  triumphantly  above  that  of 
their  enemy,  before  they  sunk  into  eternity  ! 
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CAPTAIN  BAEKY. 

While  tlie  British  were  in  possession  of  Philadelphia,  Barry, 
witli  the  boats  of  the  Alliance  frigate,  which  lay  considerahly 
higher  np,  i)asse(l  the  city  with  muffled  oars,  and  proceeding- 
down  the  river,  near  Port  Penn,  surprised  and  ca])tured  a 
British  schooner  of  ten  guns,  and  four  large  transports,  without 
the  loss  of  a  man. 

In  the  year  1781,  while  on  a  cruise  in  the  Alliance,  he  took 
the  Alert  of  ten  guns,  the  Mars  of  twenty  and  one  hundred 
and  twelve  men,  Minerva  often  guns  and  fifty-live  men,  and 
heroically  closed  his  victories,  by  capturing  two  men-of-war 
sent  out  for  the  express  purpose  of  destroying  him.  In  the 
conflict  he  was  very  severely  wounded  ;  but  increasing  the  ef- 
forts of  his  men  by  his  animating  examjde  and  harangues,  the 
Atalanta  of  twenty  guns  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  men,  and 
Tre])assay  of  fourteen  guns  aiul  eighty  men,  were  compelled  to 
surrender. 
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CAPTAIN  BAENEY. 

I  HAVE  received  from  a  friend  in  Baltimore,  a  sketch  of  the 
life  and  achievements  of  this  meritorious  OtRcer,  that  is  highly 
worthy  of  attention,  and  replete  with  occurrences  that  could 
not  fail  to  gratify  every  American  Patriot ;  but,  as  they  chiefly 
relate  to  deeds  of  gallantry  that  have  taken  place  at  a  later 
period,  I  must  content  myself,  at  present,  with  mentioning  the 
action  in  the  revolutionary  war,  that  in  the  greatest  degree 
exalted  his  reputation.  I  would,  however,  previousl}^  mention 
to  his  honour,  that  he  was  the  flrst  man  who  displayed  the 
American  Flag  in  Maryland,  beating  up  for  volunteers  to  join 
the  expedition  under  Commodore  Hopkins,  intended  against 
New-Providence,  and  with  such  success,  as  to  engage  a  crew 
for  the  Hornet,  the  vessel  to  which  he  was  attached,  in  a  single 
day.  Great,  indeed,  was  the  variety  of  service  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  and  as  fluctuating  his  successes  and  his  misfor- 
tunes— a  captive  to-day — to-morrow  he  trium])hed  in  the  arms 
of  victory  ;  but,  in  all  situations,  and  under  every  change, 
however  eventful,  supported  a  character  of  unblemished 
honour,  and  of  an  intrepidity  that  could  not  be  exceeded. 

Early  in  the  Spring  of  1782,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  fit- 
ting out  some  small  vessels  to  protect  the  Delaware  Bay 
against  the  depredations  of  the  Refugee  barges,  fitted  out  at 
New- York,  appointed  him  to  the  command  of  a  small  ship, 
mounting  sixteen  six-pounders,  and  carrying  one  hundred  and 
ten  men,  called  the  Hyder  Ally.  In  this  vessel,  giving  convoy 
to  a  fleet  proceeding  down  the  Bay,  he  came  to  anchor  near 
Cape  May,  waiting  for  a  wind,  that  the  vessels  under  his 
charge  might  proceed  to  sea,  his  instructions  confining  him  to 
the  special  object  of  protecting  them  against  the  Refugee  boats. 
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Two  suspicious  ships  aud  a  brig  making  towards  him,  he 
ordered  tlie  convoy,  by  signal,  to  proceed  up  the  Bay,  wliich 
tliey  did  so  successfully,  that  one  only,  which  unfortunately 
grounded,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  There  are  two 
channels  up  the  Bay.  One  of  the  ships,  and  the  brig,  followed 
closely  in  that  which  he  had  entered  ;  the  other  ship  (a  frigate) 
took  the  second,  wuth  the  intention  of  heading  him,  and  cut- 
ting off  every  means  of  escape.  The  brig  first  approached 
him,  fired  her  broadside,  and  pressed  forward  in  pursuit  of  the 
convoy.  The  ship  then  advanced  within  pistol  shot ;  a  well- 
directed  broadside  from  the  Hyder  Ally,  caused  no  abatement 
in  the  vigour  of  her  attack.  She  closed,  and  came  very  near 
on  board.  The  Tlyder  Ally  then  crossed  her  hawse,  and  got 
entangled  in  her  forerigging,  and  raking  her  l)y  a  continual 
fire  of  great  guns  and  small  arms,  after  a  severe  contest  of 
twenty-six  minutes,  brought  down  her  colours.  His  ])rize 
proved  to  be  the  General  Monk,  mounting  twenty  guns,  nine- 
pounders,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  men,  connnanded  by 
Captain  Rogers.  She  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  53  men — 20 
killed.  Among  the  latter  wore  the  1st  Lieutenant,  Master, 
Purser,  Doctor,  Boatswain  and  Gunner  ; — among  the  M'ounded, 
the  Captain,  and  every  other  officer  (one  midshipman  except- 
ed.) The  Hyder  Ally  had  four  men  killed  and  eleven  wound- 
ed. The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  testimony  of  tlieir 
admiration  of  his  gallantry,  presented  him  with  a  gold  liilted 
sword,  by  the  hands  of  the  Governor  of  the  State.  The  prize 
was  purchased  by  the  General  Government,  and  Barney  had 
the  happiness  to  be  informed  by  liis  friend,  Robert  Morris, 
that  having  added  her  to  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  he 
was  unanimously  appointed  to  command  her. 

I  will  mention  particularly  but  one  other  naval  combat. 
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CAPTAIN  BIDDLE, 

In  the  Raiidolpli,  in  one  cruise  from  Cliarleston,  took  the 
True  Briton,  of  twenty  guns,  and  three  other  Jamaica  men. 
But  sailing  a  second  time  from  that  port,  with  a  detaclunent 
of  fifty  men  of  tlie  1st  South-Carolina  Continental  Regiment, 
who  served  as  marines,  fell  in  with,  and  in  the  darkness  of 
night,  engaged  the  Yarmouth,  a  two  decker  of  64  guns.  The 
contest  was  short ;  the  Randolph  blew  up,  and  of  her  crew, 
315  persons,  four  only,  who  were  taken  up  some  da^'^s  after  on 
a  piece  of  the  wreck,  escaped.  Carolina  lost  several  of  her 
gallant  sons,  and  particularly  lamented  Captain  Joor,  and  the 
Lieutenants  Gray  and  Simmons, 

The  gallant  Truxton,  Dale,  Decatur,  (father  of  our  late 
lamented  Commodore,)  Young,  Rol^esen,  Roberts,  Keene, 
Hall,  Foster,  Williams,  Hallet,  Numan,  Weeks,  Waters, 
O'Brian,  and  Murray,  performed  services  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  their  country,  and  gave  examples  of  heroism  that  have 
not,  and  I  trust  never  will  be  lost  by  their  inlluences,  to  exalt 
the  naval  character  of  their  country. 
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CONDUCT  OF  THE  WHIG  LADIES. 


Having  thus  far  progressed  in  my  Anecdotes,  I  come  to  the  delightful 
duty,  though  last  not  least  attractive,  of  exhibiting  instances  of  that 
magnanitnitg  and  intre-pid  firmness,  that  so  2»'^-e}nine/itlg  distin- 
guished the  fair  daughters  of  Carolina.  But  here  the  hope  of 
successful  e  fori  forsakes  me  ;  for,  as  often  as  I  take  up  mg  pen  to 
pay  the  tribute  of  apjilause  so  justly  due  to  their  merits,  and  strive, 
with  becoming  gratitude  to  record  them,  I  fail  in  the  attempt,  and 
find  7ny self  deprived  of  every  ability  but  that  of  admiring  them. 

It  is  no  idle  compliment  to  assert,  that  to  the  patriotism  of 
the  ladies  of  South  Carolina,  is  in  a  great  degree  to  be  attribu- 
ted the  freedom  of  their  country.  The  invasion  of  the  enemy 
in  1780  had  extended  their  authority  over  the  whole  State. 
Charleston  had  fallen.  The  entire  Continental  force,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  North  Carolina  and  Yirginia  line  were 
prisoners.  The  disastrous  surprises  at  Monk's  Corner  and  La- 
neau's,  and  total  defeat  of  Colonel  Buford,  had  dissipated 
every  pros])ect  of  eti'ectual  resistance.  Some  dauntless  sjurits, 
indeed,  rose  superior  to  calamity,  but  it  must  beacknoAvledged, 
that  wearied  out  by  hopeless  warfare,  and  by  accumulated  mis- 
fortunes, the  voice  of  the  majority  led  to  temporar^^  submis- 
sion. The  enemy  triumphing  in  success,  and  contident  that 
opposition  was  at  an  end,  no  longer  held  out  the  lure  of  con- 
ciliation. Insult  and  arrogance  became  the  order  of  the  day, 
and  adversity  was  aggravated  by  every  variety  of  insolence 
that  malice  could  invent,  and  tyranny  inflict.  No  spirit  of 
moderation  restrained  the  passions  excited  by  what  may  be 
esteemed  domestic  conflicts,  nor  abated  the  virulence  betwixt 
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contending  powers,  which  is  the  natural  result  of  war.  The 
most  distinguished  patriots  whose  age  and  superioi-  wisdom, 
were  supposed  to  influence  public  sentiments,  were  arrested 
on  frivolous  pretexts,  and  sent  into  exile.  The  young  and 
active,  imjjatiently  waiting  the  hour  of  exchange,  to  resume 
their  stations  under  the  banners  of  their  country,  were  crowd- 
ed into  prison-ships,  as  tit  subjects  of  retaliation,  should  Gene- 
ral Greene  adhere  to  his  purpose  of  avenging  the  murder  of 
Colonel  Hayne,  by  the  execution  of  a  British  officer  of  equal 
rank. '  To  aggravate  misfortune,  two  irregular  courts,  founded 
in  the  spirit  of  military  depotism,  were  established ;  the 
Boards  of  Police  and  Sequestration,  by  these  new  energies 
were  given  to  injustice  and  persecution,  and  their  decisions 
prove,  that  tyranny  never  invented  instruments  better  calcula- 
ted to  destroy  the  peace  of  society.* 

Under  such  accumulated  evils,  that  manly  s[)irit  which 
alone  could  secure  success,  might  have  sunk,  l)ut  for  the  cheer- 
ing smiles  and  intrepid  firmness  of  the  fair  sex,  who  by  sharing 
the  calamities  of  their  suftering  countrymen,  taught  how  to 
oppose  and  subdue  them.  Intent  by  precept  and  example  to 
frustrate  the  machinations  of  the  enemy,  whatsoever  the  shape 
which  they  assumed,  defiance  was  bid  to  their  threats, 
and  the  invitations  to  engage  in  scenes  of  gaiety  and  dissipa- 
tion, indignantly  rejected.  The  dungeons  of  the  Provost,  the 
crowded  holds  of  the  prison-ships,  v/ere  anxiously  sought,  and 

*  In  the  causes  brought  before  the  Board  of  Police,  not  the  Lawyers  only,  but  the 
Judges  also  took  fees.  On  one  occasion,  a  suitor,  whose  case  was  pending,  express- 
ing his  fears  to  a  friend,  tliat  the  decree,  in  defiance  of  every  principle  of  justice, 
would  be  against  him— "  Why  do  you  not  fee  Sir  Egerton?"  was  the  reply.  "Be- 
cause," rejoined  the  suitor,  "I  know  that  my- opponent  has  already  given  him  ten 
guineas."  "Quick,  then,  to  his  house,"  said  the  friend,"  "present  a  fee  of  twenty 
guineas,  and  rest  assured,  that  your  success  will  be  complete.  My  opinion  rests  on 
my  experience  of  his  civility."  The  character  of  Sir  E.  Leigh,  is  so  well  known  in 
Carolina,  that  it  is  sufficient  to  establish  the  infamy  of  a  Court,  to  say  that  he  presi- 
ded at  it.  Thomas  Phepob,  pre-eminent  in  iniquity,  and  his  active  agent,  declared 
in  Court— "That  he  had  appeared  to  take  part  with  America,  by  the  advice  of  his 
friend,  Chief  Justice  Gordon,  the  more  effectually  to  bewilder  the  councils  of  the 
Legislature,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  to  gain  intelligence  of  the  designs  of 
Government,  the  more  effectually  to  betray  them."  I  would  not  be  supposed  to  im- 
plicate Lieutenant  Governor  Bull,  Colonel  Innis,  Mr.  James  Simpson,  and  other 
members  in  the  iniquitous  decrees  of  these  men.  The  two  last  had  left  the  Bench 
before  Sir  Egerton  Leigh  presided  at  it.  The  first  did  not  act  as  a  Judge  till  after 
his  death. 

28 
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every  delicate  attention  bestowed  on  the  victims  who  inhabi- 
ted them,  that  sympathy  could  suggest ;  every  consolation 
that  could  mitigate  suffering,  and  encourage  hope  ;  ever}^  j)er- 
suasion  that  could  animate  to  virtuous  perseverance,  and  se- 
cure unyielding  fidelity  to  tiie  glorious  cause  of  Liberty. 

The  instances  of  magnanimity  that  occur  to  memory  are  in- 
numerable; but,  a  few  only  can  be  mentioned,  and  my  great- 
est difficulty  is,  to  select  examples,  where  the  whole  have  such 
exalted  claims  to  admiration. 
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MRS.  JACOB  MOTTE. 

The  patriotic  entlnisiasm  of  Mrs.  Jacob  Motte,  demands 
particular  notice.  When  compelled  b}^  painful  dut_y,  Lieuten- 
ant Cob)nel  Lee  informed  her,  "  that  in  order  to  accomplisli 
the  immediate  surrender  of  the  British  garrison  occupying  her 
elegant  mansion,  its  destruction  was  indispensable,"  she 
instantly  replied,  "  the  sacrifice  of  my  property  is  nothing, 
and  I  shall  view  its  destruction  with  delight,  if  it  shall  in 
any  degree  contribute  to  the  good  of  my  country,"  In  proof 
of  her  sincerity  she  immediately  presented  the  arrows  by 
which  comlnistible  matter  was  to  be  conveyed  to  the  building. 


MES.  THOMAS  HEYWARD. 

Nor  is  the  firmness  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Heyward  less  worthy 
of  admiration.  An  order  having  been  issued  for  a  general 
illumination,  to  celebrate  the  supposed  victory  at  Guildford,  the 
front  of  the  house  occupied  by  Mrs.  Heyward  and  her  sister, 
Mrs.  George  Abbot  Hall,  remained  in  darkness.  Indignant  at 
so  decided  a  mark  of  disrespect,  an  ofiicer  (I  hope  for  the  sake 
of  humanity,  and  the  honour  of  the  military  character,  un- 
authorized) forced  his  way  into  her  presence,  and  sternly  de- 
manded of  Mrs.  Heyward,  "  how  dare  yon  disobey  the  order 
which  has  been  issued  ;  why.  Madam,  is  not  your  house 
illuminated  ?"  "  Is  it  possible  for  me.  Sir,"  replied  the  lady, 
with  perfect  calmness,  "  to  feel  a  spark  of  joy  ?  Can  I  cele- 
brate the  victory  of  your  army,  while  my  husband  remains  a 
prisoner  at  St.  Augustine."     "  That,"  rejoined  the  otficerj  "  is 
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a  matter  of  little  consequence ;  the  last  hopes  of  rebellion  are 
crashed  by  the  defeat  of  Greene  :  You  shall  illnniinate." 
"  Kot  a  single  light,"  replied  the  lady,  "  shall  be  placed  with 
my  consent,  on  such  an  occasion,  in  any  window  in  the  house." 
"Then,  Madam,  I  will  return  with  a  party,  and  before  mid- 
night level  it  to  the  ground."  "  Yon  have  power  to  destroy. 
Sir,  and  seem  well  disposed  to  use  it,  but  over  my  opinions 
you  possess  no  control.  I  disregard  yonr  menaces,  and  reso- 
lutely declare,  I  will  not  iUutninateP  Would  to  God  that  I 
could  name  the  man,  capable  of  thus  insulting  a  helpless  fe- 
male, that  I  might  hold  him  up  to  the  scorn  of  the  world  ! 
Mrs.  Heyward  was  gj-acefiil  and  majestic  in  person,  beautiful 
in  countenance,  angelic  in  disposition.  None  but  a  ruffian 
could  have  treated  her  with  indignity.  On  the  anniversary  of 
the  surrender  of  Charleston,  May  12th,  1781,  an  illumination 
was  again  demanded,  in  testimony  of  joy  for  an  event  so  pro- 
pitious to  the  cause  of  Britain.  Mrs.  G.  A.  Hall,  who  labour- 
ed under  a  wasting  disease,  lay  at  the  point  of  death.  Again 
Mrs.  Heyward  refused  to  obey.  Violent  anger  was  excited, 
and  the  house  was  assailed  by  a  mob  with  brickbats,  and 
every  species  of  nauseating  trash  that  could  offend  or  annoy. 
Her  resolution  remained  unshaken,  and  while  the  tumult  con- 
tinued, and  shouts  and  clamour  increased  indignity,  Mrs.  Hall 
expired."" 

*  I  would  mention  to  the  honour  of  the  Town-Major  Eraser,  that  he  waited  on 
Mrs.  Heyward,  aRd  stronirly  expressing  his  regret  for  the  indignities  tliat  had  been 
offered  her,  requested  permission  to  repair  the  damage  done  to  the  liouse,  but  she 
resolutely  refused,  assuring  him,  that  though  sensible  of  his  attention,  and  thankful 
for  it,  the  efforts  of  the  ruling  authorities  to  obliterate  the  recollection  of  insults, 
which  they  ought  to  have  prevented,  could  not  avail.  She  could  forgive,  but  never 
forget  them. 


REVOLUTIONARY  ANECDOTES.  215 


MES.  EEBECCA   EDWAKDS. 

The  Orator  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  of  South-Caro- 
lina, at  the  celebration  of  the  National  Festival  on  the  4:th  of 
July,  1797,  tlins  extols  the  magnanimity  of  Mrs.  Eehecca  Ed- 
wards : — "  The  Spartan  mother  delivering  his  shield  to  her  son 
departing  for  the  army,  nobly  bade  him,  '  Return  with  it  or 
upon  it.'  The  sentiment  was  highly  patriotic,  but  surely  not 
superior  to  that  which  animated  the  bosom  of  a  distinguished 
female  of  our  own  State,  who,  when  the  British  officer  pre- 
sented the  mandate  which  arrested  her  sons  as  objects  of  re- 
taliation, less  sensible  of  private  affliction,  then  attached  to 
their  honour,  and  the  interests  of  her  country,  stitied  the  tender 
feelings  of  the  mother,  and  heroically  bade  them  despise  the 
threats  of  their  enemies,  and  steadfastly  persist  to  support  the 
glorious  cause  in  which  they  had  engaged.  That  if  the 
threatened  sacrifice  should  follow,  they  would  carry  a  parent's 
blessing,  and  the  good  opinion  of  every  virtuous  citizen  along 
with  them  to  the  grave.  But,  if  from  the  frailty  of  human 
nature,  (of  the  possibility  of  which  she  would  not  suffer  an  idea 
to  enter  her  bosom)  they  were  disposed  to  temporize,  and  ex- 
change their  liberty  for  safety,  they  must  forget  her  as  a 
mother,  nor  sul)ject  her  to  the  misery  of  ever  beholding  them 
affain." 
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MISS  MARY  ANNA  GIBBES. 

During  the  invasion  of  Provost,  wliile  the  Britisli  army  kept 
possession  of  the  sea-board,  a  Hessian  l)attalion  occupied  tlie 
house  and  plantation  of  Mr.  Robert  Gibbes,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Stono.  To  excite  general  alarui,  and  more  particularly 
to  annoy  the  post,  two  gallies  from  Charleston,  ascending 
the  river  in  the  night  time,  unexpectedly  opened  a  heavy 
fire  of  grape  and  round  shot  on  the  house  and  neighbour- 
ing encampment.  The  family,  who  had  been  allowed  to  re- 
main in  some  of  the  upper  apartments,  were  now  ordered 
to  quit  the  premises,  and  Mr,  Gibbes,  a  martyr  to  infirmity, 
and  his  numerous  family,  set  out  at  midnight  for  an  adjoin- 
ing plantation.  When  beyond  the  reach  of  the  shot,  which 
had  incessantly  passed  over  the  heads  of  the  party,  an  in- 
quiry being  made  respecting  the  safety  of  the  children,  it 
was  found,  that  in  the  hurry  and  terror  of  the  moment,  a 
distant  relation,  a  boy  as  yet  in  early  infancy,  had  been 
left  behind.  The  servants  were  entreated  to  return  for  him, 
but  refused  ;  and  he  must  have  been  left  to  his  f;ite,  had 
not  the  heroism  and  affecti(jn  of  Miss  Mary  Anna  Gibhes^ 
tluMi  l)ut  thirteen  years  old,  inspired  her  with  courage  to 
fly  to  his  rescue.  The  darkness  of  the  night  was  ])rofound, 
yet  she  returned  alone,  the  distance  being  fully  a  mile  ; 
and  after  a  long  refusal,  having  by  tears  and  entreaties,  ob- 
tained' admission  from  the  centinel,  ascended  to  the  third 
story.  There  she  found  the  child,  and  carried  him  off  in 
safety,  though  frequently  covered  with  the  dirt  thrown  up 
by  the  shot,  and  greatly  terrified  by  their  constant  ai)proach 
to  her  person.  Public  gratitude  is  due  to  this  intre[)id  ac- 
tion, since  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fenwick,  so  much 
distinguished  by  his  services  in  the  late  war,  was  the  per- 
son saved. 
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MES.  BREWTON. 

The  Anecdote  wliicli  I  am  now  to  relate,  shows  from  what 
trivial  circumstances  persecution  often  arose.  Mrs.  Brewton^ 
(since  Foster)  one  of  the  most  amiable  and  enlightened  of  the 
whig  ladies,  was  an  innuite  of  Mrs.  Motto's  family,  at  the 
time  of  the  destruction  of  her  house.  Meeting  with  her  short- 
ly after  the  signing  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  at 
Philadelphia,  I  inquired — "  How  it  had  happened,  that  she,  a 
helpless,  unprotected  widow,  without  any  charge  of  improper 
conduct,  has  so  far  incurred  the  enmity  of  the  British  Com- 
manders, as  to  have  been  arrested  without  ceremony,  and  hur- 
ried unprepared,  into  exile."  She  answered — "  That  she 
knew  no  act  of  her's  which  had  merited  such  ungentlemanly 
and  inhuman  treatment."  Entering,  however,  into  conversa- 
tion relative  to  the  siege  and  surrender  of  Fort  Motte,  she 
gave  at  once  a  clue  to  the  transaction.  While  the  American 
forces  were  at  a  distance,  Major  MTlierson,  the  commander 
of  the  post,  suffered  Mrs.  Motte  and  her  family  to  remain,  and 
an  appartment  was  allowed  for  their  accommodation.  But 
when  the  post  at  Thompson's,  but  a  little  removed  from  him, 
was  attacked  and  carried,  anticipating  the  fate  which  awaited 
him,  immediate  removal  was  not  only  advised,  but  insisted  on. 
At  the  moment  of  departure  Mrs.  Brewton  seeing  a  cpiiver  of 
arrows,  which  had  been  ])resented  to  Mr.  Motte  ])y  a  favourite 
African,  said  to  her  friend,  "  I  will  take  these  with  me,  to  pre- 
vent their  destruction  by  the  soldiers."  With  the  quiver  in 
her  hands,  she  was  passing  the  gate,  when  Major  M'Pherson, 
drawing  forth   a  shaft,  and  applying  the  point  to  his  linger, 
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said,  "  what  have  you  here,  Mrs.  Brewton."  "  For  God's 
sake,  Major,  be  careful,"  she  replied,  "  these  arrows  are  poison- 
ed." Tlie  ladies  immediately  passed  on  to  the  out-house, 
which  they  were  now  to  inhabit.  In  the  siege  which  directly 
followed,  when  the  destruction  of  the  house  was  determined 
upon,  and  missiles  eagerly  sought  for  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Lee,  for  conveying  the  lire  to  the  shingles,  these  arrows 
being  remembered,  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Motte,  with  a 
wish  for  the  happy  accomplishment  of  the  end  proposed. 
It  was  afterwards  known,  that  the  first  arrow  missed  its  aim, 
and  fell  at  the  feet  of  the  Commandant,  who  taking  it  up, 
with  strong  expressions  of  anger,  exclaimed,  "  I  thank  you, 
Mrs.  Brewton."  The  second  arrow  took  effect,  and  set  fire 
to  the  roof,  when  the  brisk  discharge  of  a  six  pounder  being 
maintained  by  Captain  Finley,  in  the  direction  of  tlie  stair- 
case, every  effort  to  extinguish  it  proved  fruitless,  until,  from 
the  apprehension  of  the  roof  falling  in,  the  garrison  were 
compelled  to  surrender  at  discretion.  General  Greene  arri- 
ving soon  after,  paid  to  Major  M'Pherson  the  tribute  of  ap- 
j^lause  due  to  his  excellent  defence,  declaring,  "  that  such 
gallantry  could  not  fail  to  procure  for  him  a  high  increase 
of  reputation."  This  compliment,  however,  does  not  appear 
to  have  soothed  the  mortified  soldier,  for,  walking  inniiedi- 
ately  up  to  Mrs.  Brewton,  he  said,  "to  you^  Madam,  I  owe 
this  disgrace  ;  it  would  have  been  more  charitable  to  have 
allowed  me  to  perish  by  poison,  than  to  be  thus  compelled 
to  surrender  my  post  to  the  enemy."  This  speech  alone,  ac- 
counts for  the  enmity  against  Mrs.  Brewton  ;  but  by  the  play- 
fulness of  a  lively  disposition  she  had  offended  another  indivi- 
(hial,  whose  clamours  could  only  be  appeased  by  severe  retri- 
bution. An  Ensign  nnnicd  Amiel^  a  Philadelpliian  by  l)irth, 
who  had  joined  the  Britisli,  made  it  his  cliicf  accupation  to 
provoke  the  laches  of  the  family  by  taunts  and  invectives 
against  tlieir  countrymen.  lie  particularly  delighted  to  bid 
them  admire  his  ])r()wess,  while  cutting  off' the  heads  of  pine 
sai)lings,  which,  accoi'ding  to  the  whim  of  the  moment,  he  de- 
nun  linated  Greene^  Marion^  Su7)itei\  c(^6'.,  <j&c-.  After  the  sur- 
render of  the  post,  Mrs.  Brewton  contriving  to  join  this  youth. 


KEVOLUTIONARY  ANKCDOTKS.  219 

near  the  scene  of  liis  former  bravadoes,  sportively  requested 
that  lie  would  again  treat  her  with  an  exhibition  of  his  talent 
in  smiting  the  foe."  "  But  valiant  Captain,"  she  added, 
"  where  is  _your  sword  ?  Such  a  hero  as  you  would  only  have 
yielded  it  ih  death  !  And  where  are  your  resentments '.  Did 
I  not  see  you  but  a  little  time  since,  bowing  to  earth  before 
the  very  man  you  have  so  often,  in  idea,  shortened  by  the 
head.  Is  Marlon  no  more  to  feel  the  power  of  your  arm,  nor 
Su7nter  be  compelled  to  bite  the  dust  'i  Smother  your  anger, 
most  ferocious  Sir,  and  let  the  generosity  which  you  have  expe- 
rienced, make  you  more  merciful  hereafter."  Doul)tless  the 
irony  of  this  speech  was  treasured  up  in  his  memory,  and  was 
one  cause  of  the  severity  exercised  towards  this  lady.  Shortly 
after  this  Major  Hyrne,  appointed  a  Connnissioner  to  negoti- 
ate an  exchange  of  prisoners,  being  on  his  way  to  Charles- 
ton, Mrs.  Brewton,  anxious  to  see  her  frieuds  in  the  garrison, 
obtained  permission  to  accompany  him.  On  entering  the 
town  she  was  met  by  an  officer,  who  anxiously  inquiring, 
"  what  was  the  news  in  the  country,"  she  replied,  "  that  all 
nature  smiled,  for  every  thing  was  Greene  down  to  Monk's 
Corner."  Her  hon  mot  was  not  unnoticed  ;  an  order  for  her 
immediate  departure  was  issued,  and,  escorted  at  a  late  hour 
beyond  the  gates,  she  was  directed  to  return  no  more.  On  the 
following  day,  however,  from  caprice,  or  probably  to  coniine 
her  influence  to  more  narrow  bounds,  she  was  recalled,  and 
for  a  time  was  left  without  molestation.  It  was  her  lot,  how- 
ever, perpetually  to  encounter  difficulties.  An  officer  depart- 
ing for  the  interior  calling  on  her,  politely  offered  to  take 
charge  of  her  commands  to  her  friends.  "  I  should  like  to 
write,"  replied  Mrs.  Brewton,  "  but  have  no  idea  of  having 
my  letters  read  at  the  head  of  Marion's  Brigade."  The  officer 
departed,  but  within  a  few  days  repeated  his  visit,  to  thank 
her,  he  asserted,  for  the  rapidity  with  which  she  had  commu- 
nicated the  intelligence  of  his  movements,  as  he  had  actually 
been  taken  by  Marion,  and  returned  to  town  on  parole.  Nor 
is  it  improbable,  that  an  incident  still  more  trivial,  might  have 
contributed  to  her  exile.  The  liveliness  of  Mrs.  Brewton  was 
verv  fascinating,  and  the  more  liberal  and  enlightened  among 
^'29 
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tlie  British,  who  met  with  very  little  of  wit  or  intellect,  anx- 
iously sought  her  society.  Walking  in  Broad-street,  in  deep 
mourning,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  Whig  ladies,  an 
English  ofhcer  joined  her  at  the  moment  that  a  crape  flounce 
was  accidentally  torn  from  her  dress.  She  picked  it  up,  and 
passing  the  house  of  John  Eutledge,  the  absent  Governor, 
then  occupied  by  Colonel  Moncrief,  she  exclaimed,  "  where 
are  you,  dearest  Governor ;  surely  the  magnanimous  Britons 
will  not  deem  it  a  crime,  if  I  cause  your  house  as  well  as  your 
friends,  to  mourn  your  absence."  Saying  this,  she  tied  the 
crape  to  the  front  railing,  and  departed.  Whether  her  com- 
panion mentioned  the  circumstance,  or  that  her  conduct  was 
observed  by  persons  within,  (which  is  more  probable,)  it  is 
certain  that,  in  a  few  hours  after,  she  was  arrested  and  sent  off 
to  Philadelphia. 


MES.  CHAINING. 

Shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  family  of 
Dr.  Channing,  then  residing  in  England,  removed  to  Fratice, 
and  sailed  in  a  stout  and  well-armed  vessel  for  America. 
They  had  proceeded  but  a  little  way,  when  they  were  attack- 
ed by  a  privateer.  A  fierce  engagement  ensued,  during  which 
Mrs.  Channing  kept  the  deck,  handling  cartridges,  aiding  the 
wounded,  and  exhorting  the  crew  to  resist  until  death.  Their 
fortitude,  however,  did  not  correspond  with  the  ardour  of  her 
wishes,  and  the  colours  were  struck.  Seizing  the  pistols  and 
side  arms  of  h.er  husband,  she  threw  them  into  the  sea,  de- 
chu-ing  that  she  would  rather  die,  than  see  him  surrender  them 
to  the  enemy. 
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MRS.   CHARLES  ELLIOTT. 

With  peculiar  gratification  I  will  now  speak  of  a  lady  in 
the  highest  degree  entitled  to  admiration.  A  Patriot  by 
inheritance,  being  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Ferguson,  one 
of  the  most  intrepid  and  strenuous  promoters  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, Mrs.  Charles  Elliott  appeared  to  consecrate  every 
thought,  and  every  hour  of  existence,  to  the  interests  of 
America.  Undaunted  amidst  the  storms  that  desolated  her 
country,  her  energies  increased  with  the  pressure  of  calamity. 
Her  benevolence  to  the  distressed,  her  persuasive  eloquence, 
skilfully  employed  to  inspire  the  timid  with  confidence,  and  to 
strengthen  the  resolves  of  the  firm,  were  never  more  conspicu- 
ous, than  when  success  was  most  despaired  of.  Beneath  her 
roof  the  sick  and  wounded  not  only  found  shelter,  but  the 
tenderest  attentions — the  poor  shared  her  purse — the  persecu- 
ted the  consolations  of  her  sympathy.  She  daily  visited  her 
captive  friends  ;  and  by  her  cheering  smiles  and  animating 
conversation,  revived  and  sustained  hope,  inspiring  a  confi- 
dence of  success  equal  to  their  most  ardent  desires.  While 
such  her  conduct  towards  her  friends,  her  influence  over  many 
of  the  superior  Officers  in  the  British  arm}-,  was  astonishing. 
Harsh  and  unbending  to  others,  there  was  a  charm  attached  to 
Mrs.  Elliott,  that  rendered  them  the  slaves  of  her  will.  Her 
fascinations  forbid  denial.  Possessed  of  natural  ease  of  man- 
ners, great  cheerfulness  in  conversation,  and  a  captivating 
sportiveness  of  disposition,  asperities  were  so  much  softened, 
that  when  compelled  to  solicit  favours,  she  seldom  applied  in 
vain.     The  advantage  to  our  army  arising  from  hei'  influence, 
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was  botli  salutary  and  extensive  ;  and  the  supplies  drawn  fron) 
the  British  Garrison  in  consequence  of  it,  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, I  do  not  know  an  Ofticer  who  did  not  owe  to  her 
some  essential  increase  of  comfort,  and  very  frequently  gratui- 
tously bestowed.  She  was  a  just  representative  of  generosity 
personified.  I  have  said  that  her  requests  were  rarely  denied. 
In  one  instance,  however,  her  a])plication  though  for  ■merey^ 
was  unavailing.  The  impressive  petition,  in  behalf  of  the  un- 
fortunate Colonel  Playne,  presented  by  the  ladies  of  Cliarles- 
ton,  and  attribnted  to  her  pen,  was  rejected.  It  merited  a 
different  fate ;  but,  when  we  recollect  that  it  was  addressed  to 
Lord  liawdon,  astonishment  ceases. 

When  the  steady  Patriot,  Mr.  Tliomas  Ferguson,  was  first 
arrested  and  put  on  board  a  transport,  to  be  sent  into  exile, 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Charles  Elliott,  was  in  the  country,  but  on 
receiving  the  intelligence,  immediately  repaired  to  Cliarleston. 
Her  earnest  solicitation  to  bid  her  parent  a  tender  adieu,  being 
favourably  attended  to,  she  hastened  on  board  the  vessel  in 
which  he  was  confined,  but  had  scarcely  entered  the  cabin, 
when  oppressed  both  with  grief  and  sickness,  slie  fainted  and 
fell.  The  Captain,  much  alarmed,  recommended  a  thousand 
remedies  in  rapid  succession.  When  saying  in  conclusion,  "l 
hava  a  box  of  exquisite  French  liqueur — a  cordial  would  cer- 
tainly revive  her,"  she  started  from  her  couch  and  exclaimed, 
*'  Who  speaks  of  the  French — God  bless  the  nation  !"  and 
turning  to  her  father,  witli  much  feeling  continued — "  Oh,  my 
father,  sink  not  under  this  cruel  stroke  of  fate — let  not  op- 
])ression  shake  your  fortitude,  nor  the  delusive  ho])e  of  gentler 
treatment  cause  you,  for  an  instant,  to  SM'erve  from  your  duty. 
The  valour  of  your  countrymen,  aided  by  the  friendly  assis- 
tance of  France,  will  speedily  dissipate  the  gloom  of  our  imme- 
diate prospects — we  shall  experience  more  propitious  times — 
again  meet,  and  be  happy  I" 

There  was  in  the  Legion  of  Pulaski,  a  young  French  Otiicer 
of  singularly  fine  form  and  a])pearance,  named  Celeron,  as  he 
])!issed  tlie  dwelling  of  Mrs.  Elliott,  a  British  Major,  whose 
niinic  is  lust,  significantly  ])(>inting  him  out,  said — "  See,  Mrs. 
I'^lliott,  one  of  your   /llitsti'!<nt>!  allies — what  a  pity  it  is,  tliat 
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tlie  hero  ha;^  lost  liis  sword.'''  "'  Had  two  tlionsaiid  sucli  men," 
replied  tlie  lady,  "  been  present  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  our 
city,  think  yon,  Sir,  that  I  should  ever  have  been  subjected 
to  the  malignity  of  your  observation."  At  the  moment,  a 
Negro.,  trigged  out  in  full  British  uniform,  happened  to  pass — 
"  See,  Major,"  continued  she,  "  one  of  your  allies — bow  with 
gratitude  for  the  service  received  from  such  honourable  asso- 
ciates— caress  and  cherisli  them — the  fraternity  is  excellent, 
and  will  teach  -us.,  more  steadily  to  contend  against  the  re- 
sults." 

In  the  indulgence  of  wanton  asperities  towards  the  patriotic 
Fair,  the  aggressors  were  not  unfrequently  answered  with  a 
keenness  of  repartee  that  left  them  little  cause  for  triumph. 

The  haughty  Tarleton,  vaunting  his  feats  of  gallantry  to 
ihe  great  disparagement  of  the  Officers  of  the  Continental 
Cavalry,  said  to  a  lady  at  Wilmington,  "  I  have  a  very  earnest 
desire  to  see  your  far-famed  hero,  (colonel  Washington," 
"  YoTU'  wish,  (yolonel,  might  have  been  fully  gratiiied,"  she 
j)r()mptly  re])lied,  "had  you  ventui-ed  to  look  beliind  you  after 
the  battle  of  the  Cowpens."  It  was  in  this  battle  that  Washing- 
ton had  wounded  Tarleton  in  the  hand,  which  gave  rise  to  a 
still  more  pointed  retort.  Conversing  \\\\\\Mrs.  Wiley  Jones^' 
Colonel  Tarleton  observed — "  You  appear  to  think  very  high- 
ly of  Colonel  Washington  ;  and  yet  I  have  been  told,  that  he 
is  so  ignorant  a  fellow,  that  he  can  hardly  write  his  own 
name."  "  It  may  be  the  case,"  she  readily  replied,  "  but  no 
man  better  than  yourself,  Colonel,  can  testify,  that  he  knows 
how  to  make  JiL  marh.'''' 
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MRS.  DANIEL  HALL, 

Having  obtained  permission  to  pay  a  visit  to  her  mother  on 
Jolm's  Ishmd,  was  on  the  point  of  embarking,  when  an  ofMcer 
stepping  forward,  in  the  most  anthoritative  manner  demanded 
the  key  of  her  trunk,  ''  What  do  yon  expect  to  find  there  V 
said  the  hidy.  "  I  seek  for  treason^^  was  the  reply.  "  Yon 
may  save  yourself  the  troul)]e  of  search,  then,"  said  Mrs.  Hall 
— "  You  may  find  a  plenty  of  it  at  my  tongue's  endP 


MRS.  CHARLES   ELLIOTT. 

An  officer,  distinguished  by  his  inlinmanity  and  constant 
oppression  of  the  nnfortunate,  meeting  Mrs.  C/harles  Elliott  in 
a  garden  adorned  with  a  great  variety  of  flowers,  asked  the 
name  of  the  (Jainomile,  wliicli  appeared  to  flourish  with  jiecu- 
liar  luxuriance.  "  The  Rebel  Flmoer^''  slie  replied.  "  Why 
was  that  name  given  to  it?"  said  the  officer.  "  Because,"  re- 
joined the  lady,  "  it  thrives  most  when  most  tiximpled  u][)onP 
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MRS.  CHARLES  PINCKNEY. 

To  Mrs.  Pinckney,  tlie  wife  of  Colonel  Charles  Pinckney,  a 
British  officer  of  rank  once  said — "  It  is  impossible  not  to  ad- 
mire the  intrepid  firmness  of  the  ladies  of  yonr  country.  Had 
yonr  men  but  half  their  resolution,  we  might  give  up  the  con- 
test.    America  would  be  invincible." 


MRS.  SABINA  ELLIOTT. 

So  much  were  the  ladies  attached  to  the  whig  interest, 
habituated  to  injuries,  and  so  resolute  in  supporting  them,  that 
they  would  jocosely  speak  of  misfortunes,  though  at  the  mo- 
ment severely  suffering  under  their  pressure.  Mrs.  Sabina 
Elliott  having  witnessed  the  activity  of  an  officer,  who  had 
ordered  the  plundering  of  her  poultry  houses,  iinding  an  old 
muscovy  drake,  which  had  escaped  the  general  search,  still 
straying  about  the  premises,  had  him  caught,  and  mounting 
a  servant  on  horseback,  ordered  him  to  follow  and  deliver 
the  bird  to  the  officer,  with  her  compliments,  as  she  con- 
cluded, that  in  the  hurry  of  departure,  it  had  been  left 
altogether  hy  accident. 
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MKS.  ISAAC   HOLMES. 

Among  tlie  patriots  selected  for  transportation  to  St,  Augus- 
tine, was  Mr.  Isaac  Holmes.  Tiie  imperious  call  on  him  at 
early  dawn,  to  quit  his  chamber,  and  deliver  himself  up  to 
the  guard  who  waited  to  carry  him  off,  caused  him  to 
descend  the  stairs  when  but  partially  dressed.  His  gentle 
wife,  appalled  by  no  fears,  exhibiting  no  symptoms  of  des- 
pondency, had  followed  him  in  silence.  The  mandate  being 
given  for  departure,  she  handed  him  ids  coat,  a]id  with  un- 
daunted resolution  said,  "  take  it,  my  husband,  and  submit. 
Waver  not  in  your  principles,  but  be  true  to  your  country. 
Have  no  fears  for  your  family  ;  God  is  good,  and  will  pro- 
vide for  them." 


MRS.  RICHARD  SHUBRICK. 

Hkkk  was,  indeed,  a  heroine  to  be  proud  of  Her  eyes 
sparkled  with  feeling  and  vivacity,  while  her  countenance 
so  plaiidy  bes})oke  her  kindness  and  benevolence,  that  sori-ow 
and  misfortune  instinctively  sought  shelter  under  her  protec- 
tion. There  was  an  a})pearance  of  personal  debility  about  her, 
tliat  rendered  lier  })eculiar]y  interesting  ;  it  seemed  to  solicit 
tlie  interest  of  every  heart,  and  tlie  man  would  have  felt  him- 
self degraded  who  would  not  have  put  his  life  at  liazard  to 
serve  her.  Yet,  when  firnmess  of  character  was  requisite, 
when  fortitude  was  called  for  to  repel  the  encroachments  of 
aggression,  there  was  not  a  more  intrepid  being  in  existence. 
I  will  present  a  noble  instance  of  it.      An    American    soldier, 


REVOLUTIONAKY*  A.NECDOTKS.  227 

Hying  from  a  party  of  the  enemy,  sought  lier  protection,  and 
was  promised  it.  The  British  pressing  close  upon  him,  insist- 
ed that  he  shoukl  be  delivered  up,  threatening  immediate  and 
universal  destruction  in  case  of  refusal.  The  ladies,  her 
friends  and  companions,  who  were  in  the  house  with  her, 
shrunk  from  the  contest,  and  were  silent  ;  but  undaunted  by 
their  threats,  this  intrepid  lady  placed  herself  before  the 
chamber  into  which  the  unfortunate  fugitive  had  been  con- 
ducted, and  resolutely  said : — "  To  men  of  honour  the  chamber 
of  a  lady  should  be  as  sacred  as  the  sanctuary  !  I  will  defend 
the  passage  to  it,  though  I  perish.  You  may  succeed,  and 
enter  it,  but  it  shall  be  over  my  corpse."  "  By  God,"  said 
the  officer,  "  if  muskets  were  only  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
few  such  women,  our  only  safety  would  be  found  in  retreat. 
Your  intrepidity.  Madam,  gives  you  security,  from  me  you 
shall  meet  no  further  annoyance." 

Nor  is  this  the  only  instance  of  her  unconquerable  fortitude. 
At  Brabant,  the  seat  of  the  respectable  and  patriotic  Bishop 
Smith,  a  Sergeant  of  Tarleton's  Dragoons,  eager  for  the  accpii- 
sition  of  plunder,  followed  the  overseer,  a  man  advanced  in 
years,  into  the  apartment  where  the  ladies  of  the  family  were 
assembled,  and  on  his  refusal  to  discover  the  spot  in  which  the 
plate  was  concealed,  struck  him  with  violence,  inflicting  a 
severe  sabre  wound  across  the  shoulders.  Aroused  by  the  in- 
famy of  the  act,  Mrs.  Shubrick,  starting  from  her  seat,  and 
placing  herself  betwixt  the  ruffian  and  his  victim,  resolutely 
said,  "  place  yourself  behind  me  Ifurdoch,  the  interposition 
of  my  body  shall  give  your  protection,  or  I  will  die  ;"  then, 
addressing  herself  to  the  Sergeant,  exclaimed,  "O  what  a  de- 
gradation of  manhood,  what  departure  from  that  gallantry 
which  was  once  the  characteristic  of  Britisli  soldiers.  Human 
nature  is  degraded  by  your  l)arbarity  ; — but  should  you  per- 
sist, then  strike  at  me^  for  till  I  die,  no  further  injury  shall  be 
done  to  hhny  The  Sergeant,  unable  to  resist  such  command- 
ing eloquence,  retired.  The  hope,  however,  of  attaining  the 
object  in  view,  very  speedily  subjected  the  unfortunate  Mur- 
doch to  new  persecution.  He  was  tied  up  under  the  very  tree 
where  the   i)late  was  buried,  and  threatened  with  immediate 
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execution,  unless  lie  would  make  the  discovery  required.  But 
although  well  acquainted  with  the  unrelenting  severity  of  his 
enemy,  and  earnestly  solicited  by  his  wife  to  save  his  life  by  a 
speedy  confession  of  the  place  of  deposit,  he  persisted  resolute- 
ly, that  a  sacred  trust  was  not  to  be  l)etrayed,  and  actually 
succeeded  in  preserving  it.  When  complimented  at  an  after 
period  on  his  heroic  Urnmess,  he  asserted,  that  he  was 
strengthened  in  his  resolution  by  the  recollection  that  a  part 
of  the  plate  belonged  to  the  churchy  and  that  he  should  have 
considered  it  as  sacrilege^  had  he  suffered  it,  through  a  w^eak- 
ness  of  disposition,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  robbers. 
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MRS.  RALPH  IZARD. 

During  the  period  when  the  British  were  confined  within 
very  narrow  limits,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Charleston,  Mrs. 
Ralph  Izard,  of  Fair  Spring,  residing  near  Dorchester,  and 
within  the  range  of  their  excursions,  whenever  they  ventured 
beyond  their  lines,  was  frequently  subjected  to  annoyance,  but 
by  the  suavity  of  her  manners,  and  polite  attention  to  the  offi- 
cers who  commanded,  had  happily  preserved  the  plantation 
from  destruction.  Mr.  Izard,  who  was  distinguished  by  his 
activity,  acting  as  Aid-de-Camp  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  Light  Troops,  was  at  home,  when  one  of  these  parties  ap- 
peared, and  had  scarcely  time  to  enter  a  clothes-press,  when 
the  house  was  surrounded  and  filled  with  British  soldiers. 
They  had  been  apprised  of  his  visit,  and  their  object  was  to 
!nake  him  a  prisoner.  A  search  was  therefore  commenced, 
and  menaces  held  out,  that  unless  he  voluntarily  surrendered, 
a  torch  should  drive  him  from  the  place  of  his  concealment. 
The  composure  of  Mrs.  Izard,  at  sucli  a  moment,  was  astonish- 
ing ;  she  betrayed  no  symptoms  of  apprehension,  and  though 
treated  with  more  than  usual  indignity,  an  attempt  being 
made  to  force  her  rings  from  her  fingers,  and  much  valuable 
property  plundered  in  her  presence,  preserved  her  accustomed 
politeness,  and  behaved  with  such  urbanity,  as  to  induce  the 
belief  that  the  information  communicated  was  incorrect,  and 
the  party  were  drawn  oflf.  Mr.  Izard  now  quitted  his  hiding 
place,  and  rapidly  passing  the  Ashley,  gave  notice  of  the 
proximity  of  the  enemy.  He  chose  a  happy  moment  for  his 
escape,  for  speedily  returning,  the  soldiers  immediately  sought 
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Mrs.  Izard's  chamber,  and  hurst  open  the  press,  which  they 
had  not  before  disturbed,  when  missing  their  object,  tliey 
again  retired.  On  the  alarm  given  by  Mr.  Izard,  all  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river  were  on  the  alert.  A  body  of  Cavalry 
was  pushed  across  Bacon's  Bridge,  M'ho  speedily  overtook  the 
retiring  enemy,  and  so  completely  routed  them,  that  few  only 
of  their  number  returned  within  their  lines  to  tell  of  their  dis- 
aster. The  wardrobe  of  Mi'.  Izard,  consisting  of  Parisian  dress 
coats,  and  much  of  the  finery  of  his  gayer  days,  with  which 
several  of  these  marauders  had  sportively  arrayed  themselves, 
was  recovered,  and  handsomely  presented  by  him  to  the  vic- 
tors, who  had  so  rapidly  revenged  the  interruption  of  his  visit 
to  his  family. 

The  contrivances  adopted  by  the  ladies,  to  carry  from  the 
British  Garrisou  supplies  to  the  gallant  defenders  of  their 
country,  were  highly  creditable  to  their  ingenuity,  and  of  infi- 
nite utility  to  their  friends.  The  cloth  of  many  a  military 
coat,  concealed  with  art,  and  not  unfrequently  made  an  appen- 
dage to  female  attire,  has  escaped  the  vigilance  of  the  guards, 
expressly  stationed  to  prevent  smuggling,  and  speedily  con- 
verted into  regimental  shape,  worn  triumphantly  in  battle. 
Boots  have,  in  many  instances,  been  relinquished  by  the  deli- 
cate wearer  to  the  active  Partisan.  I  have  seen  a  horseman's 
helmet  concealed  by  a  well  arranged  head-dress,  and  epaulettes 
delivered  from  the  folds  of  the  simple  cap  of  a  matron. 
Feathers  and  cockades  were  much  in  demand,  and  so  cunning- 
ly hid,  and  handsomely  presented,  that  he  could  have  been  no 
true  Ivnight,  who  did  not  feel  the  obligation,  to  defend  them 
to  the  last  extremity. 


While  such  the  heroism  of  the  Whig  Ladies,  among  those 
who,  favouring  opposite  principles,  became  the  intimate  asso- 
ciates of  the  successfnl  invaders,  there  was  a  wide  distinction 
of  conduct  and  chai-acter.  Whore  peculiar  merit  calls  for  ad- 
miration, I  should  (•(iiisidci-  it  unpardonable  to  withhold  it.  I 
have  often  heard  the  xcnciable  JSIrs.  Barnwell^  of  Beaufort, 
the  inotluM"  of  the  pati'iotic  Krotlici's  of  that  name,  declai'o,  ami 
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the  accuracy  of  her  statement  has  recently  heen  confirmed  by 
the  respectable  Mrs.  Iiohert  Gihhes,  that  while  mirth  and 
revelry  invited  to  scenes  of  pleasure  and  dissipation,  the  ^ood 
and  benovolent  31rs.  M'' Oidloch .^  was  more  frequently  to  be 
met  with  in  the  honses  and  soc-iety  of  the  distressed,  assuaging 
the  afflictions  of  disease,  and  administering  comfort  to  the 
captive,  than  in  the  gayer  circles  that  surrounded  her. 
Following  the  fortunes  of  her  husband  to  Europe,  her  attach- 
ment to  her  countiy  was  never  diminished  ;  and  falling  pre- 
maturely a  victim  to  disease,  solicited  and  obtained  a  promise 
from  her  respectable  father,  that  her  remains  should  rest  in 
the  tomb  of  her  ancestors. 

There  was  another  lady,  whose  name  circumstances  of 
peculiar  delicacy'  compel  me  to  withhold.  Did  I  reveal  it, 
merited  encomium  might  prove  offensive  to  a  modesty  that  is 
invincible.  Led,  from  the  political  creed  of  her  friends  and 
family,  to  fjivour  the  British  interests,  it  never  caused  her,  for 
an  instant,  to  cherish  illil^eral  animosity,  or  harbour  a  thought 
inconsistent  with  tlie  purest  dictates  of  humanity.  If  she 
engaged  in  scenes  of  gaity,  it  was  evident  from  the  calm  tenor 
of  her  conduct,  that  it  was  more  from  necessity  than  choice. 
She  could  not  consider  the  period,  when  her  country  was 
bleeding  at  every  pore,  a  season  of  joy  and  festivity.  Every 
act  of  o])pression  was  abhorrent  to  her  nature  ;  and  when  the 
iu:)ble  Ilayne  became  a  victim  of  political  animosity,  she  wept 
his  fate  as  she  would  have  done  that  of  a  martyr.  The 
benevolent  feeling  that  distinguished  her  early  life,  has,  in  no 
degree,  lost  its  lustre  ;  and  though  now  living  much  in  retire- 
ment, commands  a  respect  and  admiration,  that  proclaims  her 
an  honour  and  ornament  to  her  country. 

(•onnected  with  her  by  close  ties  of  consanguinity,  and  still 
more  by  the  most  generous  sympathies  of  benevolence,  an- 
other lady,  young,  amiable,  and  intelligent,  showed  every  dis- 
position to  assuage  the  afflictions  of  the  unfortunate.  She 
married  immediately  after  the  war  a  British  officer,  who 
settled  in  Carolina,  when  unhappily,  death  arrested  her 
honourable  career,  and  robbed  society  of  one  of  its  greatest 
ornaments. 
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It  would  be  ingratitude  in  me,  wlio  knew  the  value  of  their 
friendship,  in  the  hour  of  the  deepest  distres^s,  not  to  saj,  that 
in  the  benevolence  of  Dr.  Baron's  family,  the  oppressed  and 
broken  spirit  was  ever  sure  to  meet  sympathy  and  consolation. 
The  generous  exertions  of  this  amiable  man,  unceasingly  em- 
ployed to  soften  the  asperities  of  oppressive  power,  as  far  as 
his  influence  could  prevail — his  liberal  and  gratuitous  ofl'er  of 
advice  and  medicine  to  tlie  aftlicted  and  penniless,  gave  him 
U7d)0unded  claim  to  ])raise,  and  justifled  that  ardent  attach- 
ment to  him,  which  caused  his  death  in  the  circle  of  our 
society,  to  be  regarded  as  a  public  calamity. 
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STRICTURES 

ON   THE 

INJUDICIOUS   CONDUCT    OF   THE   BRITISH  COM- 
MANDERS IN  THE  SOUTHERN  STATES. 


The  injudicious  conduct  of  the  British  commanders  subse- 
quent to  tlie  capture  of  Charleston,  has  been  the  subject  of 
pointed  animadversion,  even  by  their  own  historians.  Had 
the  politic  and  generous  Carlton  been  victor,  and  possessed 
the  power  of  directing  the  measures  of  govermnent,  instead  of 
the  austere  and  unbending  Cormoallis,  the  difficulties  to 
Ameri(;a  in  establishing  her  Independence,  would  have  been 
increased  beyond  calculation. 

I  have  frequently  lieai'd  General  Wayne  declare,  that  while 
he  commanded  a  division  of  the  army  on  tlie  retreat  from 
Quebec,  that  the  evil  he  most  dreaded,  was  the  arrival  in  his 
camp,  of  men  wdio  had  been  prisoners  with  the  enemy.  Since 
these,  after  having  experienced  tlie  most  kind  treatment, 
furnished  wntli  comfortable  clothing,  and  dismissed  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  without  the  imposition  of  any  conditions 
for  the  regulation  of  their  future  conduct,  never  failed  so 
gratefully  to  acknowledge  his  forbearance  and  generosity,  that 
rapid  desertion  was  the  immediate  consequence. 

The  severity  exercised  by  General  Howe  towards  American 
prisoners,  being  the  topic  of  conversation  among  some  officers, 
who  had  been  taken  in  Canada  by  Sir  Guy  Carlton,  General 
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Parsons,  who  was  present,  exclainried,  "  His  inluimanity  de- 
lights me."  "Why,  so?"  (was  the  immediate  inquiry)  "You, 
gentlemen,"  said  Parsons,  "  have  been  kindly  treated  by  a 
generous  enemy.  Say,  would  you  be  inclined  to  tight  against 
him  ?"  The  answer  was,  "  l^o  !  not  if  it  was  possible  to  avoid 
it."  "  Such,"  added  Parsons,  "  would  have  been  the  reply  of 
the  troops  taken  by  Howe,  had  he  treated  them  with  kind- 
ness ;  but,  now  we  are  confident  that  his  barbarity  will  raise 
us  another  army." 

Gates  too,  according  to  Gordon,  had  been  repeatedly  heard 
to  say,  "  Had  General  Howe  treated  his  prisoners  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Jersey,  when  subdued,  with  as  much  humanity 
and  kindness  as  Sir  Guy  Carlton  exercises  towards  h'S  prison- 
ers, it  would  have  proved  fatal  to  the  Americans.* 

Wliat  might  have  been  the  consequence,  if  ecpial  wisdom 
had  swayed  the  British  commander  in  South-Carolina,  it  ap- 
pals me  to  think  of.  Fatigued  by  the  toils  of  war,  dispirited 
by  reiterated  disasters,  the  prospect  of  success  but  glimmering 
at  a  distance,  and  by  many    altogether  despaired  of,  had  the 

*  I  had  fondly  hoped,  when  speaking  thus  favourably  of  the  character  of  Sir  Gut 
Carlton,  that  I  had  attributed  to  him  no  other  virtues  tlian  such  as  he  had  an  in- 
disputable right  to  claim.  That  policy  had  been  the  leading  principle  in  his  conduct 
towards  the  Americans  who  fell  into  his  power,  and  became  his  prisoners,  I  could 
not  doubt ;  but  seduced  by  the  appearance  of  his  generous  sympathy  in  their  misfor- 
tunes, I  had  constantly  indulged  the  belief,  that  motives  of  a  more  noble  and  gene- 
rous nature  were  not  without  their  influence  ;  and  that,  although  his  duty  to  his 
Sovereign  compelled  him  to  act  with  energy  to  accomplish  the  subjugation  of  the  re- 
volted Colonists,  yet,  that  a  clear  perception  of  the  justice  of  the  cause  in  which 
they  had  engaged,  and  generous  admiration  of  the  ardour  with  which  they  contended 
for  their  liberties,  had  led  him  to  temper  his  triumphs  with  compassion,  and  to  miti- 
gate the  sufl'erings  of  an  enemy  whose  motives  he  venerated,  though  he  could  not 
openly  approve  them.  Glad  to  find  an  opportunity  of  bestowing  praise,  I  eagerly  em" 
braced  it,  having  no  regret,  but  that  with  the  fairest  lield  fur  the  exercise  of  benevo- 
lence, our  enemies  had  so  little  profited  by  it— so  rarely  availed  themselves  of  their 
ability  to  show,  that,  though  resolute  to  subdue,  they  had  not  forgotten  to  be  merci- 
ful. I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  circumstances  imperiously  compel  me  to  acknowledge 
the  precipitancy  of  my  judgment.  An  extract  of  a  letter  received  from  a  gentleman 
of  the  highest  respectability,  a  man  incapable  of  fostering  an  unjust  prejudice,  and 
whose  liberality  of  sentiment  would  never  permit  to  sanction  a  calumny,  is  to  this 
e  fleet : 

"  I  wish  to  warn  you  against  holding  up  Lord  Dokcuesteii  (Sir  Guy  Cablton)  as  a 
Britinh  worthy.  His  conduct  tan  be  so  clearly  developed,  by  all  who  lived  at  the 
days  of  his  exhibitions  of  his  opposite  characters,  that  your  history  will  gain  no 
credit  by  your  propensity  for  impartiality,  no  doubt  sincere. 

"His  conduct  at  Quebec  was  hypocritical  and  Machiavelian.  It  was  dictated  by  the 
motive  of  seduction.  He  thought  he  could  dazzle  the  wavering  by  an  apparent 
generosity   and    benevolence    towards    our    unfortunate  prisoners.    The  blaze  was  but 
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newlj  subnnttino-  inhabitants  been  suffered  to  enjoy  tlie 
sweets  of  repose,  and  benefits  of  tlie  security  guaranteed  by 
capitulation — had  kindness  been  substituted  for  oppression, 
and  persuasion  used  in  lieu  of  force,  although  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  Independence  would  ultimately  have  been  gained, 
3'et  it  must  have  been  at  a  more  remote  period,  and  by  far 
greater  sacriiices,  both  of  treasure  and  blood.  But,  they  felt 
all  the  debasing  influences  of  despotic  power  ;  and  deluded  by 
the  fallacious  hope,  that  victory  had  crushed  the  spirit  of  oppo- 
sition, that  every  spark  of  Liberty  had  expired,  and  that,  how- 
ever burdensome  the  yoke,  the  people  were  sutiiciently 
humbled  to  bear  it,  no  restraint  w^as  imposed  on  aggression, 
and  exactions  insisted  on,  too  grievous  for  endurance.  Thus, 
with  consciences  ready  to  acquit  them  of  every  obligation,  that 
it  appeared  inconvenient  to  keep,  without  the  slightest  con- 
sideration paid  to  the  opinions  of  the  pai'ties  the  most  interest- 
ed, paroles,  which  had  been  granted  by  capitulation,  were 
withdrawn,*  and  menaces  held  out — "  That  all  who  were 
found  in  arms,  opposing  the  Royal  authority,  should  not  only 
be  deprived  of  property,  but  subject  io  corjporal  jpunishment  f 
and  further  declared — "  That  as  it  M^as  evident  that  resistance 
must  prove  nugatory,  every  hope  of  essential  aid  being  lost,  it 
was  expected,  that  all  who  could  bear  arms,  should  assume 
them  in  support  of  the  estahlished  government.''''  A  more 
tyrannical  measure   could  not  have  been  conceived  of,  nor  one 

temporary,  for  every  one  of  intelligence  saw  through  its  phosphoric  radiance.  I  heard 
no  exclamation  from  those  who  were  not  misled  by  false  lights  ;  but  "  temco  Dauaos 
et  dona  ferentes."  I  was  in  Congress,  at  Princeton,  when  he  threw  off  the  mask, 
being  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  New  York,  after  the  preliminary  treaty  of  peace, 
and  left  to  cap  the  climax  of  British  hauteur  and  illiberality.  Every  arrangement  re- 
quired by  the  treaty,  or  the  amity  of  a  liberal  and  gentlemanly  mind,  he  violated.  I 
could  give  you  a  number  of  facts  in  proof :  one  only  is  sufficient.  His  letters  and 
correspondence  of  every  kind,  were  so  insulting,  haughty,  impolitic,  and  insufferable, 
that  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  to  which  I  gave. my  assent,  and  heartily  promoted, 
our  Secretary  vs'as  directed  to  send  back  his  letters  unopened,  and  inform  him  that  no 
further  correspondence  would  be  held  with  him.  His  littleness,  and  bitter  malignity 
was  shown  in  every  step  he  took." 

*  Stedman,  p.  199,  vol.  2,  says—"  The  Proclamation  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with- 
out their  consent,  abrogated  the  paroles  that  had  been  granted,  and  in  one  instant, 
converted  the  inhabitants  either  into  Loyal  subjects  or  Rebels.  Policy  required  that 
they  should  have  been  altered,  rather  at  their  own  application,  individually,  than  by 
the  arbitrary  flat  of  the  Commander-in-Chief." 

31 
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adopted,  more  destrnetive  to  the  pvospectss  and  true  interests 
of  Britain.  Anxious,  as  I  have  stated,  to  remain  in  peace  and 
in  retirement,  little  disposition  appeared  on  the  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  to  engage  again  in  scenes  of  hostility  ;  but,  to  be 
called  upon  at  oace  to  renounce  long  and  fondly  cherished 
ojMuions — to  resist  in  arms,  the  very  men  with  whom  they  had 
been  a  little  before  associated,  endeared  too,  in  many  cases,  by 
friendship  and  consanguinity,  and  to  give  their  aid  in  forging 
the  chains,  which  were  to  hold  tlieir  country  in  perpetual 
bondage,  was  an  insult,  that  roused  to  action  every  dormant 
taculty,  and  nerved  every  arm  for  opposition  and  revenge. 
"  Force  us  into  the  field,"  was  the  universal  cry,  "  and  our 
choice  is  made.  We  will  die  under  the  banners  of  our  coun- 
try !" 

Wlien  Colonel  Peter  Ilorry  once  said  to  General  Marion, 
"I  am  afraid  that  our  happy  days  are  all  gone  by,""  he  replied, 
"  Do  not  cherish  such  idle  fears — our  happy  djiys  are  not  gone 
by.  Plad  the  enemy  wit  enough  to  play  a  generous  game,  we 
shoidd  be  ruined  ;  but  with  them  humanity  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. They  will  treat  the  people  with  severity,  rouse  op})osi- 
tion  in  every  quarter,  and  send  recruits  to  our  standard,  till 
they  accomplish  their  own  destruction," 
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COLONEL  ISAAC  HAYNE. 

The  revocation  of  tliese  paroles  caused  tlie  untimely  fate  of 
the  gallant  Colonel  Hayne.  The  motives  which  induced  him 
to  resume  his  arms,  and  most  interesting  particulars  relative 
to  his  capture  and  execution,  are  related  by  Dr.  Ramsay,  in 
his  History  of  the  Revolution  of  South-Carolina,  much  in  de- 
tail, but  he  has  omitted  to  mention  some  facts  which  appear 
to  me  peculiarly  interesting,  and  worthy  of  record. 

Irregularities  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  war,  in  the 
highest  degree  disgraceful  to  the  American  cause,  had  fre- 
quently occurred.  That  these  resulted,  for  the  most  part, 
from  excessi\'e  provocation  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  law- 
less excesses  encouraged  towards  the  whig  iidiabitants  of  the 
South,  cannot  be  denied,  and  as  acts  of  retaliation  can  alone  be 
palliated,  even  Avith  a  shadow  of  excuse.*     No  man  lamented 

*  I  would,  not  willingly  enter  into  details  of  the  sanguinary  warfare,  which,  at  this 
period,  prevailed  in  the  Southern  Division  of  the  State,  but  in  support  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  statement  I  have  made,  will  present  two  lamentable  instances  of  it. 
Captain  Dtjhartt,  a  most  intrepid  soldier,  and  determined  Whig,  having,  on  Pro- 
vost's invasion,  blown  up  Fort,  Lyttleton,  where  Le  commanded,  was  hastening  with 
the  Beaufort  Company  of  militia  by  the  inland  passage,  to  aid  in  the  defence  of 
Charleston,  when,  halting  on  John's  Island,  his  party,  by  the  treachery  of  an  indivi- 
dual, was  betrayed,  and  in  a  great  measure,  either  destroyed  or  made  prisoners.  He 
himself  escaped,  and  finding  Beaufort,  on  his  return  to  the  South,  occupied  by  the 
British,  sought  safety  in  concealment.  Marked  as  a  particular  object  of  vengeance, 
from  the  energy  of  his  character,  every  exertion  was  made  for  his  destruction.  A 
Captain  Pendarvis  was  particularly  active  in  pursuit,  and  having  discovered  the 
place  of  his  retreat,  surprised,  and  with  circumstances  of  peculiar  cruelty,  put  him 
to  death,  suffering  his  Lieutenant  Patterson,  with  more  than  savage  barbarity, 
ere  yet  the  vital  -park  had  expired,  to  disfigure  and  mutilate  the  bleeding  corpse. 
Messrs.  Leacraft  and  Talbird,  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  who  were  with  him  when 
surprised,  escaped  and  retired  into  the  interior  country,  but  speedily  hearing  that 
the  standard  of  opposition  was  raised  by  Colonel  nA:;DiNii,  returned,  and  were 
present  at  the  capture  of  the  Port  at  Pocotaligo.       Disappointed  in  not  meeting  their 
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tliem  witli  greater  sincerity  than  Colonel  Hayne,  for  none 
more  anxiously  wished  the  American  character  to  be  free  from 
reproach.  Soon,  then,  as  solicited  by  his  neighbours,  and  the 
inhabitants  generally,  of  the  District,  to  resume  a  hostile  posi- 
tion, to  become  their  leader,  and  direct  their  operations  against 
the  enemy,  he  made  an  honourable  and  open  declaration  : 
"  Tliat  he  could  only  be  induced  to  comply  with  their  wishes, 
by  obtaining  a  solemn  ])romise  from  all  who  were  to  serve 
under  him,  that  an  immediate  stop  should  1)e  put  to  every  un- 
necessary severity  ;  a  desideratum  the  more  to  be  insisted 
upon,  as  he  was  resolved  that  exemplary  })unishment  should 
be  inflicted  on  every  individual  who  should  indulge  in  pillage, 
or  commit  any  act  of  inhumanity  against  the  foe."  A  copy  of 
the  address  made  to  his  soldiers  on  this  occasion,  was  found 
on  him  at  the  period  of  his  captivity  ;  but  although  it  forcibly 
expressed  his  abhorrence  of  crime,  and  was  replete  with  senti- 
ments that  did  honour  to  his  humanity,  it  availed  not  to  soften 
the  rigour  of  persecution,  nor  in  the  slightest  degree  to  miti- 
gate the  severity  of  the  punishment  denounced  against  him. 
When  the  paper  which  contained  this  honourable  testimony 
of  generous  feeling  was  presented  to  Major  M'Kenzie,  who  sat 
as  President  of  the  tribunal  before  which  Colonel  Hayne  was 
arraigned,  he,  with  great  expression  of  [sensibility,  requested 
the  prisoner  "  to  retain  it  till  he  should  be  brought  before  tlie 
Court-Martial  that  was  to  determine  his  fate,"  assuring  him, 
"  that  the  ])resent  Court  were  only  directed  to  inquire, 
whether  or  not  he  acknowledged  himself  to  be  the  individual 
who  had  taken  protection."  It  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that 
this  tuial  was  never  granted.     Lord  Ivawdon   reached  the  city 

ganguinary  persucutor  among  the  prisoners,  Mr.  Leacraft,  accompanied  by  an 
associate  named  Betterson,  set  out  in  search  of  him,  and  finding  him  on  his 
plantation,  in  company  with  his  Lieutenant,  by  a  rifle  ball  which  passed  directly 
through  his  heart,  laid  him  dead  as  he  fled  from  him,  and  immediately  sabreing 
the  intimidated  Patterson,  sacrified  him  also  to  his  revenge.  Another  and  truly 
distressing  occurrence  took  place  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Colonel  Uayne.  Mr. 
John  Tnglis,  a  young  Scotchman  of  exemplary  conduct  and  character,  was  shot 
during  the  darkness  of  the  night  through  mistake— the  individual  who  did  the  deed 
bitterly  lamenting  it  as  he  had  been  his  schoolfellow  and  companion  but  a  little 
before  at  Inverness  ;  candidly  avowing,  that  he  meant  to  kill  Colonel  Thomas  Ing- 
Lis,  who  had  brought  him  to  the  foot  of  the  gallows  on  some  trifling  occasion, 
and  would  but  for  the  interposition  of  a  superior  officer,  have  hanged  him. 
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from  the  interior  country,  and  at  his  eoinmand  an  order  for 
immrdiate  execution  was  issued.  Little  did  tlie  sympathy 
that  melted  every  heart  to  tenderness — little  did  the  pathetic 
address  of  the  lovely  daughters  of  the  soil,  calculated  to  move 
even  the  hosom  of  ol)duracy,  avail.  Heedless  of  the  prayers 
and  solicitations  of  his  ailiicted  friends  and  relatives,  deaf  to 
the  cries  of  his  children,  who  even  with  bended  knees  interce- 
ded for  mercy,  insensible  to  the  dictates  of  humanity,  his  reso- 
lution was  iixed  as  adamant,  and  a  hero  was  sacrificed. 

A  gentleman  of  veracity,  who  on  this  occasion  vainly  flatter- 
ed himself  that  an  execution  was  not  seriously  to  be  appre- 
hended, from  which  no  present  good  nor  future  advantage 
could  possibly  arise,  has  often  declared  that  the  Secretary, 
Harry  Barry,  assured  him,  "  that  his  cherished  expectations 
would  be  disappointed,  for  that  the  opinions  of  Lord  Eawdon 
were  immutable  ;  and  that  since  his  fiat  had  been  death, 
execution  woukl  inevitably  follow  : 

"  Yet  this  man  has  become  a  God  !" 

And  because  the  pusillanimity  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
occasioned  him  to  shrink  from  an  accusation,  which,  having 
made,  he  was  called  upon  by  every  principle  of  justice  and 
manly  virtue  to  support,  he  is  deemed  a  hero,  and  without  the 
slightest  imputation  of  criminality,  regarded  as  free  from 
every  reproach.*  I  would  mention,  that  immediately  previous 
to  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  this  noble- 
man was  in  Italy,  and  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  a  gentleman 
of  our  country,f  who  was  afterwards  sent  l)y  Congress  to  the 
Court  of  Tuscany,  then  governed  by  a  branch  of  the  House  of 

*  The  Duke  of  Richmond  called  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Lords,  to  the  inhu- 
man execution  of  Colonel  Hatne,  the  particulars  of  which  had  been  forwarded  to 
him  by  Mr.  John  Bowman.  Lord  Rawdon,  arriving  in  Europe,  denied  the  charge, 
threatening  to  call  on  the  Duke  for  personal  satisfaction,  unless  an  immediate  apology 
should  remove  the  stain  from  his  injured  honour.  The  Duke  knew  full  well  the 
justice  of  the  charge.  He  was  personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Bowman,  had  often 
sought  information  from  him  relative  to  American  aflairs,  and  had  never  any  cause 
to  question  his  veracity;  but  his  courage  at  the  moment  must  have  been  at  alow 
ebb.  He  hesitated  indeed  on  the  inconsistency  of  his  conduct ;  but  ultimately 
averred,  "That  he  had  received  his  Information  from  one  Boiunian,  whom  he  knew 
nothing  about.  He  was,  he  confessed,  rash  in  his  charge,  and  solicited  pardon  for 
having  made  it." 

t  Ralph  Izabd,  Sen.,  Esq. 
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Austria,  the  better  to  conciliate  the  good  Avill  of  the  Emperor 
of  Germany  towards  America.  The  language  of  Lord  Raw- 
don  was,  at  that  period,  altogether  favourable  to  the  cause  of 
Liberty.  He  approved  our  resistance,  and  cordially  wished 
us  success.  How  little  his  subsequent  conduct  corresponded 
with  his  declarations,  and  conformed  to  these  sentiments,  it  is 
scarcelv  necessary  to  state.  "While  the  hope  of  conquest  re- 
mained to  Britain,  no  man  was  more  indefatigable  in  his  ef- 
forts to  achieve  its  accomplishment  ;  and  as  a  soldier,  he  just- 
ly acquired  a  very  high  degree  of  reputation.  Yet  how  lost 
must  we  consider  him  to  every  sense  of  the  duty  which  he 
owed  to  his  king  and  to  his  country,  when  it  is  remembered, 
that  he  retired  from  command  at  the  very  period  that  his  ser- 
vices were  most  required  to  contend  against  the  increasing 
difficulties  of  the  station,  leaving  the  conduct  of  the  army  to 
men  miserably  deiicient  in  talent,  and  altogether  unequal  in 
energy  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  times.'  And  why  was 
this  done?  Not  on  the  plea  of  health,  which  he  would 
willingly  have  insinuated,  by  a  fruitless  etfort  made  to  pro- 
cure from  a  physician  of  distinguished  talent,  a  certificate  of 
his  inability  to  continue  in  the  held  ;  but,  from  a  clear  per- 
ception of  the  events  which  the  current  of  success  in  the  affairs 
of  America,  directed  by  General  Greene,  was  speedily  to  pro- 
duce, and  a  tender,  irresistible  solicitude,  Platonic  we  must 
suppose,  from  the  great  purity  of  his  character,  to  give  to  the 
wife  of  his  truly  civil  aiul  courteous  friend  protection  across 
the  Atlantic* 

It  will  be  recollected,  thiit  on  his  passage  to  Europe,  Lord 
jiawdoii.  was  ca})tui'('d  by  the  Ereiich  fleet,  hastening  to  the 
Chesapeake,    and    on   Itoard   of  one  of  tlieii"  vessels    sent    to 


*  Lord  Rawdon  applied,  l)ut  in  vain,  to  Dr.  Alexander  Gaui)EN,  a  Physician  of 
liiyh  rei)utation,  for  a  CLTtiticaie,  testifying  his  inability  to  continue  in  the  field. 
This  statement  is  made  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jamks  Penman,  a  British  subject 
of  great  resi)ectability,  who  further  assured  the  author  of  these  Memoirs,  that  the 
anger  of  Dr.  Gauden  was  so  highly  excited  by  the  scandalous  dereliction  of  duty 
by  Lord  Rawdon,  that  on  tl\e  manifestation  of  a  design  by  many  torien,  to  pay 
him  the  compliment  of  a  farewell  address,  he  boldly  protested  against  it  ;  decla- 
ring, that  if  they  would  draw  up  a  remonstrance,  reprobating  his  determination 
to  i|uit  the  array  at  a  moment  that  he  knew  that  there  was  not,  in  the  Southern 
service,  a  man  qualified  to  command  it,  hia  name  should  be  the  first  inserted. 
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France.  At  Paris  he  again  met  with  a  partoftlie  faniilv  with 
whicli  he  had  once  been  intimate  in  Italy,  and  hearing  in 
every  society  the  severity  exercised  towards  Colonel  Ilayne 
reprobated,  as  equally  impolitic  and  nnjust,  unbhishingly 
insinnated,  ''that  contrary  to  his  opinion,  it  had  been  urged, 
and  insisted  upon  by  the  Commandant  of  Charleston.'"  But 
can  this  calunniy  be  believed?  Can  an  accusation  so  impi-uba- 
ble  l)e  tolerated  \  Charged  as  Colonel  Balfour  has  been  with 
severity,  he  has  never  been  considered  as  thirsting  for  blood  ! 
No  execution  had  disgraced  his  administration  in  Charleston. 
At  Camden,  where  Lord  Rawdon  commanded,  they  were  too 
frequent  to  excite  surprise.  Had  Colonel  Balfour  wished  the 
the  death  of  his  prisoner,  would  he  not,  in  the  first  instance, 
have  commanded  it?  He  had  the  power  to  do  so.  The 
imperious  orders  of  Lord  Cornwallis  would  have  sanctioned 
the  act,  and  at  his  nod  the  victim  must  have  suffered.  Yet  he 
remained  for  several  weeks  uninjured  ;  strictly  guarded,  it  is 
certain,  but  with  due  attention  to  his  rank  and  to  his  suffer- 
ings ;  but  Lord  Kawdon  arrived,  and  the  influences  of 
Heaven-born  mercy  were  extinguished.  Colonel  Hayne,  as 
the  object  of  his  deadly  hate,  was  condemned,  and  suffered 
with  the  patience  and  fortitude  of  a  martyr,*  while  from  his 
tomb  a  flame  arose,  which  widely  diffused,  gave  constant  in- 
crease to  the  spirit  of  revolt,  till  the  expulsion  of  the  enemy 
caused  justice  to  triumph,  and  confirmed  the  Independency  of 
the  Union. 

Such  a  man  was  Lord  Rawdon.     Can  it,  then,  be  attributed 
to  prejudice  or  malignity  that  I  deny  his  right  to  the  honours 

*  Colonel  Lee  gives  the  following  affecting  narrative  of  the  last  scene  of  his  life  : 
"Accompanied  by  a  few  friends,  he  marched  with  unruffled  serenity  through  a 
weeping  crowd,  to  the  place  of  execution.  The  sight  of  the  gibbet  occasioned  a 
momentary  expression  of  agony  and  dismay.  He  paused— but  immediately  recover- 
ing his  wonted  firmness,  moved  forward.  At  this  instant,  a  friend  whispered  his 
confidence,  that  he  would  exhibit  an  example  of  the  firmness  with  which  an 
American  could  die.  "  I  will  endeavour  to  do  so,"  was  the  reply  of  the  modest 
Martyr.  Never  was  intention  better  fulfilled.  Neither  arrogating  superiority,  nor 
betraying  weakness,  he  ascended  the  cart  unsupported  and  unappalled.  Having 
taken  leave  of  his  friends,  and  commended  his  infant  family  to  their  protection, 
he  drew  the  cap  over  his  ej'es,  and  illustrated,  by  his  demeanor,  that  death  in  the 
cause  of  our  country,  even  on  a  gallows,  cannot  appal  the  virtues  of  the  brave. 
"  Cest  le  crime  quifiM  la  honte,  et  non  pas  Vechafaud.'" 

CORNEILLE. 
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heaped  upon  hiin,  and  exhibiting  liini  in  his  proper  colours  to 
a  deceived  and  infatuated  nation,  exclaim  with  the  Poet, 

"Ye  Gods,  it  doth  amaze  me, 
A  man  of  such  a  feeble  temper,  should 
So  get  the  start  of  this  majestic  world. 
And  bear  the  palm." 

The  frequent  allusion  made  in  the  subsequent  part  of  this 
Avork,  to  the  violation  of  the  Capitulation  of  Charleston,  and 
the  consequences  resulting  from  it,  require  that  a  more 
particular  statement  should  be  given  of  the  acts  of  injustice 
and  oppression  particularly  complained  of.  But  it  appears 
altogether  unnecessary  for  me  to  write  a  line  on  the  subject. 
An  extract  from  the  eloquent  speech  of  Governor  Rutledge, 
delivered  to  the  Legislature  at  Jacksonborough,  will  fully  de- 
tail them.  The  statement  may  perhaps,  at  the  present  day, 
be  considered  as  highly  coloured,  and  dictated  by  the  strong 
impulses  of  political  prejudice  and  party  feeling,  but  when  the 
fair  and  impartial  statements  whicli  I  shall  bring  into  view  are 
considered,  when  the  instances  are  detailed,  not  only  of  the 
irritation  produced  by  the  violence  of  indivirluals,  hut  of 
oppression  sanctioned  by  authority,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is 
founded  upon  a  basis  of  truth  that  cannot  be  controverted. 

Governor  Rutledge,  eloquently  animadverting  on  the  rigor- 
ous and  unjustiilable  conduct  pursued  by  the  British  authori- 
ties, thus  spoke  to  the  Assembly  : — "  Regardless  of  the  sacred 
ties  of  honour,  destitute  of  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  de- 
termined to  extinguish,  if  possible,  every  spark  of  freedom  in 
this  country,  the  enemy,  with  the  insolent  pride  of  conquerors, 
gave  unbounded  scope  to  the  exercise  of  their  tyrannical  dis- 
position, infringed  their  public  engagements,  and  violated  the 
most  solemn  engagements.  Many  of  our  worthiest  citizens, 
without  cause,  were  long  and  closely  conlined — some  on  board 
of  prison-ships,  and  others  in  tlie  town  and  castle  of  St.  Augus- 
tine :  their  propei-ties  disposed  of  at  the  will  and  caprice  ot 
the  enemy,  and  tlicir  families  sent  to  a  different  and  distant 
part  of  the  Continent,  without  tiie  means  of  su])j)ort.  Many 
who  had  surrendered  prisoners  of  war,  were  killed  in  cold 
blood.  Several  snff(>red  death  in  the  most  ignominious  man- 
iKM',  and  others   were  (leli\ered  up  to  savages,  and    [)nt  to  tor- 


EEVOI-UTIONARY    AJSrP:CD()'J'KS.  243 

tnres,  under  wliicli  they  expired.  Thus,  the  lives,  liberties, 
and  properties  of  the  people  were  dependent  solely  oji  the 
pleasure  of  the  British  officers,  who  deprived  them  of  either  or 
all,  on  the  most  frivolous  pretences.  Indians,  slaves,  and  a 
desperate  banditti  of  the  most  profligate  characters,  were 
caressed  and  employed  by  the  enemy  to  execute  their  infamous 
purposes.  Devastation  and  ruin  marked  their  progress,  and 
that  of  their  adherents  ;  nor  were  their  violences  restrained 
by  the  charms  or  influence  of  beauty  and  innocence  ;  even  the 
fair  sex,  whom  it  is  the  duty  of  all,  and  the  pleasure  and  pride 
of  the  brave  to  protect,  they,  and  their  tender  offspring,  were 
victims  to  the  inveterate  malice  of  an  unrelenting  foe.  Nei- 
ther the  tears  of  mothers,  nor  the  cries  of  infants,  could  excite 
in  their  breasts  pity  or  compassion.  Not  only  the  peaceful 
habitations  of  the  widow,  the  aged,  and  the  inflrni,  but  the 
holy  temples  of  the  Most  High  were  consumed  in  flames, 
kindled  by  their  sacrilegious  hands.  The_y  have  tarnished  the 
glory  of  the  British  arms,  disgraced  the  profession  of  a  British 
soldier,  and  fixed  indelible  stigmas  of  rapine,  cruelty,  perfidy, 
and  profaneness  on  the  British  name." 

CAPITULATION. 

"Art.  IV.  The  militia  now  in  garrison,  shall  be  permitted  to  re- 
turn to  their  respective  homes,  as  prisoners  on  parole  ;  which  parole, 
as  long  as  they  observe,  shall  secure  them  from  being  molested  in 
their  property  by  the  British  troops." 

"  Art.  IX.  All  civil  officers,  and  the  citizens  who  have  borne  arms 
during  the  siege,  must  be  prisoners  on  parole  ;  and  with  respect  to 
their  property  in  the  city,  they  shall  have  the  same  terms  as  are 
granted  to  the  militia." 

Proceeding  in  my  strictures  on  the  conduct  of  the  British 
commanders,  I  would  briefly  advert  to  the  mode  adopted  by 
them  for  strengthening  their  military  force,  declaring  it  equal- 
ly impolitic  and  inhuman.  At  an  early  period  of  the  war,  it 
had  been  considered  expedient  to  raise  Provincial  Corps. 
The  more  effectually  to  accomplish  it,  commissions  were  dis- 
tributed, and  rank  established  according  to  the  number  of  re- 
cruits produced  by  the  candidates  who  wished  to  obtain  them. 

32 
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No  questions  were  asked  witli  rei>;ard  to  cliaracter — it  was 
7nen,  not  morah  that  were  in  demand.  Tlie  intriguer,  in  con- 
sequence, who  could,  by  the  liberality  of  his  purse,  the  arts  of 
insinuation,  or  cajoling  of  any  kind,  produce  soldiers,  secured 
the  highest  appointment.  From  sncli  men,  with  the  current 
of  success  in  their  favour,  little  of  moderation  could  be  looked 
for  ;  their  object  was  to  better  their  fortunes  ;  and  nought 
a])peared  so  ])roi)itious  to  the  acconq:)lis]nnent  of  their  desire, 
as  a  determined  opposition  on  the  part  of  their  adversaries. 
Submission  eft'ectually  destroyed  their  hopes — resistance  sanc- 
tioned oppression — the  profession  of  allegiance  called  for  in- 
dulgence— the  term  Rehel,  gave  license  to  plunder  with  inq^u- 
nity.  Can  it  be  wondered  at,  then,  that  far  less  inclination 
was  shown  to  conciliate,  than  condemn  i  J  disdain  every  feel- 
ing of  prejudice  ;  and  in  a  contest,  where  great  diversity  of 
opinion  was  to  be  looked  for,  willingly  grant  the  due  tribute 
of  praise  to  all  who,  conscientiously  adopting  principles, 
steadily  snpported  them.  Far  be  it  from  me,  to  censnre  with- 
out discrimination  the  adherents  to  the  cause  of  Britain. 
Many  of  the  otticers  of  the  Provincial  Corps,  were  pure  in 
character,  and  are  to  be  named  with  respect.  They  were  the 
decided  enemies  of  our  cause,  l)ut  free  from  the  ])ollution  of 
insatiable  avarice  ;  and  in  the  hour  of  victory,  alive  to  the  im- 
pulses of  humanity,  they  forgot  not  that  they  ivere  men.  Their 
zeal  and  activity  in  the  cause  in  which  they  luid  engaged, 
were  of  the  highest  utility  to  onr  enemies,  and  leads  to  the  de- 
velopment of  a  melancholy  fact,  that  in  almost  every  instancv 
where  our  armies  have  leen  foiled  in  action^  the  opposition 
proceeded  from,  our  oion  countrymen . 

At  Savamnih,  the  defenders  of  the  iSpring-IIill  Redoubt, 
where  the  gallant  Tawse  fell,  were  Americans.  The  Garrison 
ot'tlu'  post  at  Augusta,  so  long  and  obstinately  maintained  by 
Ih'owne,  were  Americans.  Ninety-Six  was  preserved  to  the 
Jh-itish  by  Cruger  and  Cireen,  commanding  the  Wew  Jersey 
Volunteers  and  Delancy^s  Regiments.,  both  composed  o^  native 
Americans.  The  occupation  of  the  brick  building  at  Eutaw, 
l)y  the  sauie  Cruger  ami  his  Provincials^  could  alone  have 
saved  the  Ib-itish   arniv  froui  desti'uctioii.      Allen's,  Skinner's, 
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Browne's,  Hamilton's,  Simcoe's,  and  other  American  Corps^ 
greatly  distinguished  themselves  by  their  bravery,  and  were 
comparatively  generous  and  merciful.  The  stigma  remains  on 
Tarletoii's  Legion  alone^  that  as  often  as  they  gained  an  ad- 
vantage, and  triumphed  in  success,  the  virtue  of  humanity 
was  lost. 

But  far  greater  injury  was  done  to  the  cause  of  Britain,  by 
the  latitude  allowed  by  the  established  authorities  to  the 
marauding  corps  of  M'Girth,  Fanning,  Ilnck,  and  others, 
which  could  not  fail  to  increase  the  spirit  of  op|)Osition,  and 
deadly  hate  to  a  government  that  would  sanction  tlieir  l)arbari- 
ties.  To  detail  the  deeds  of  horror  perpetrated  by  this  merci- 
less l)anditti,  would  i-evive  recollections,  that  foi*  the  honour  of 
human  nature,  had  better  be  buried  in  ol)livion.  Suftice  it  to 
say,  that  notwithstanding  solemn  conventions,  that  surrender 
should  secure  protection  from  injury,  death  was  made  the  con- 
stant attendant  on  victory.  Thus,  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1781,  Captain  Turner  and  twenty  men,  after  receiving  the 
most  solemn  assurances,*  that  they  should  be  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war,  were  deliberately  murdered.  Colonel  Hayes 
and  Captain  Williams,  with  fourteen  of  their  followers,  were, 
in  like  manner,  after  surrendering,  cut  to  pieces  in  cold  blood. 
The  activity  and  cool  intrepidity  of  Mr.  John  Hunter,  at  the 
period  a  mere  youth,  but  in  latter  times,  distinguished  as  an 
enlightened  legislator,  saved  him  from  the  merciless  venge- 
ance of  Fanning.  Ordered  for  immediate  execution,  he  had 
reached  the  foot  of  the  fatal  tree  on  which  he  was  to  suffer, 
and  appeared  to  be  alone  intent  on  the  exercise  of  his  devo- 
tions, when,  observing  a  very  spirited  horse  within  his  reach, 
he,  by  sudden  exertion,  freed  himself  from  confinement,  leapt 
into  the  saddle,  and  putting  the  animal  to  his  speed,  though 
followed  by  a  shower  of  bullets,  escaped  uninjured. 

Another  cause  of  injury  to  Britain,  arose  from  the  fallacious 
promises  held  out  in  the  Proclamations  of  their  commanders. 
In  Xorth  Carolina,  the  pledge  of  oblivion  for  offences,  of  per- 
manent protection  to  person  and  property,   and  of  lil)eral  re- 

*  Vide  Ramsay,  vol.  2,  p  272-3. 
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wards  to  all  who  should  take  up  arms  in  the  service  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  to  men  already  partial  in  their  attacli- 
ment  to  his  cause,  held  out  temptations  that  were  irresistible  ; 
and  it  is  well  known,  that  at  Hillsborough,  seven  effective 
companies  were  raised  in  one  day.  But  when  it  appeared, 
that  in  the  nari-ow  circle  of  encampment,  security  could 
alone  be  found  ;  when  to  venture  beyond  its  limits,  was  to 
meet  captivity  or  destruction — when  the  boast  of  power  was 
succeeded  by  precipitate  retreat,  and  the  unfortunates  who 
had  been  seduced,  were  left  in  the  midst  of  their  exasperated 
neighbours,  to  suffer  the  penalties  of  their  disaffection  and 
precipitancy,  or  compelled  to  renounce  the  delights  of  home, 
and  for  ever  abandon  their  possessions,  the  delusion  ceased, 
and  confidence  was  so  completely  withdrawn,  that  at  Cross 
Creek,  the  settlement  considered  the  most  loyal,  although 
supplies  were  as  liberally  furnished  as  the  slender  means  of 
the  inhabitants  would  permit,  the  retiring  army  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  was  not  strengthened  by  a  single  recruit.* 

In  South-Carolina,  even  after  the  surrender  or  evacuation  of 
all  the  posts  in  the  interior  country,  the  farce  was  still  kept  up 
by  Lord  Rawdon  and  Colonel  Balfour.f  And  at  the  eleventh 
hour,  a  Proclamation  issued  by  General  Leslie,^,  called  for 
submission,    and    made    a  tender  of  pardon    to    the    deluded 

*  Lord  Cornwallis,  after  the  battle  of  Guildford,  publisfhed  a  Proclamation,  boast- 
ing of  a  complete  victory,  and  erecting  the  Royal  Standard,  promised  pardon  and 
protection  to  all  who  should  join  it  by  a  particular  day  ;  but  this  was  scarcely 
done,  before  he  found  it  necessary,  after  destroying  his  baggage,  and  abandoning 
his  wounded,  and  newly  acquired  friends,  to  the  mercy  of  his  enemy,  to  march  oft' 
with  precipitancy  to   Wilmington. § 

+  In  a  Proclamation,  dated  Monk's  Corner,  May  24th,  1781,  Lord  Rawdon  and 
LieutenaHt  Colonel  Balfour  gave  assurances,  "  that  every  support  should  be  afl'ord- 
ed  to  the  Loyal  inhabitants,  and  that  they  would  shortly  reinstate  them  in  the 
free  and  peaceable  possession  of  the  property  from  which  they  had    been    driven."]! 

t  General  Leslie  further  assured  "his  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  in  the  Province, 
that  they  might  rely  on  speedy  and  ettectual  support  being  given  to  them  by  the 
exertion  of  the  forces  under  his  command  ;  and  that  in  every  event  and  situation, 
their  interests  and  security  should  be  considered  as  inseparably  connected  with 
those   of  his   Majesty's  troops." 

§  Vide  Ramsay's  Revolution  of  South-Carolina,  vol.  2.  p.  482. 

«  Ramsay's  Revolution  of  South-Carolina,  vol.  2,  )).  'Ai)'^. 
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inhabitants  for  past  offences,  which,  ere  it  could  be  well  pnt 
into  circulation,  was  followed  by  a  second,  strongly  recom- 
mending to  the  Loyal  inhabitants,  "  by  the  offer  of  submission 
to  the  American  Government,  to  obtain  a  mitigation  of  the 
penalties  denounced  against  their  political  offences." 

Finally ;  with  regard  to  the  details  of  victories,  which 
founded  in  misrepresentation,  could  not  fail  to  injure  the 
cause  of  Britain,  I  shall  content  myself  with  copying  the 
words  of  IVrKenzie,  taken  fVom  his  Strictures  on  Tarleton's 
Campaigns : 

"  It  has  before  been  shown,  that  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  res- 
pect to  the  action  of  Blackstocks,  had  bestowed  a  laurel  on 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Tarleton,  that  should  have  adorned  the 
brows  of  Sumter. 

"  Official  dispatches  have  been  frequently  forwarded,  found- 
ed on  misrepresentation,  the  consequence  of  which  has  been, 
that  whole  garrisons  have  fired  volleys,  and  bonfires  been 
raised  to  commemorate  advantages  which  never  existed."* 

One  extract  more  shall  be  given,  and  taken  from  a  dis- 
patch published  immediately  subsequent  to  the  defeat  of 
Colonel  Buford,  which  states,  that  "the  inhabitants  fi-om 
every  quarter  had  repaired  to  the  Royal  Army,  and  to  the 
garrison  of  Charleston,  to  declare  their  allegiance  to  the 
King,  and  to  offer  their  services  in  arms  to  support  the 
government,  and  in  many  instances  had  brought  in  their 
former  oppressors  and  leaders."+  Was  this  the  fact  ?  Who 
is  there  that  has  the  slightest  claim  to  veracity,  that  will  as- 
sert it?  The  happy  repartee  of  an  Irish  officer,  gives  an  admi- 
rable illustration  of  the  policy  pursued.  This  candid  gentle- 
man being  asked,  why  an  order  had  been  given  by  the  Com- 
mandant of  Charleston  for  a  general  illumination,  after  the 
doubtful  victory  at  Guilford  Court-IIouse,  replied, — "  Beyond 
question,  the  better  to  keep  the  people  in  the  dark." 

*  M'Kenzie's  Strictures  on  Tarleton's  Campaign, 
+  Vide  Ramsay's  Revolution  of  South-Carolina,  vol.  p.  131. 
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Considering'  it  a  maxim,  that  the  military  character  sliould 
be  "  free  from  reproach,"  justice  requires,  tliat  where  tarnish- 
ed with  crime,  or  even  in  the  slightest  degrea  suspected  of  in- 
correctness, that  the  transgressors  should  be  named,  lest 
others,  to  whom  tlieir  atrocities  were  altogether  abhorrent, 
should,  equally  with  themselves,  be  subjected  to  the  stigma  of 
rejiroach  and  infamy.  That  British  officers,  natives  of  those 
isles,  heretofore  so  distinguished  for  correct  feelings  and 
generosity  of  conduct,  educated  as  gentlemen,  and  with  a  pro- 
per sense  of  the  dignity  attached  to  the  military  character, 
should  depart  from  the  strict  line  of  propriety,  and  aggravate 
misfortune  by  insult  and  injury,  would  almost  surpass  credi- 
bility. Yet,  such  was  the  fact.  It  is  not  a  solitary  instance 
that  will  be  produced  to  support  the  charge.  The  })Ower  to 
injure  by  temporary  advantage,  was  rendered  supreme  ;  and 
as  long  as  its  influences  remained  unshaken,  it  was  neither  age, 
nor  sex,  nor  respectability  of  character,  that  could  shield  the 
unfortunate  from  its  baneful  influences.  It  is  my  wish  to 
examine  wnth  candour, 

"  And  give  the  palm,  or  shake  the  rod 
As  Justice  turns  the  scale." 

While,  therefore,  the  sword  of  Tarleton,*  the  torcli 
of  Weymess,t  the  repacity  of  the  Lieutenant  (Colonels 
Cochran:{:  and  Pro\ost,^  sweeping  over    the  land   with  more 

*  Of  Tarleton  I  shall  speak  particularly  in  another  place. 

t  Wetmess  was  chiefly  distinguished  by  his  insatiable  desire  to  destroy  the 
habitations  of  his  opponents.  It  is  said  that  when  taken,  his  poclcet-book  contain- 
ed not  only  the  list  of  tlie  liouses  already  destroyed,  but  of  those  also  which  he 
intended,  at  a  future  day,  to  commit  to  the  flames. 

J  There  was  not  a  marauder  in  the  army,  not  even  M'GiRTii.Tnore  distinguished 
for  sagacity  in  discovciring  the  secret  deposits  of  plate,  and  appropriating  all  that 
came  within  his  grasp,  than  Colonel  Cochran  ;  and  he  is  much  belied  by  the  re- 
ports of  his  military  friends,  if  he  did  not  ship  to  Europe  several  barrels  filled 
with  the  article,  to  revive  at  a  future  day  the  recollection  of  tlie  toils  endured  in 
procuring  it. 

§  A  blundering  Refugee,  one  of  a  number  wlio  gave  a  dinner  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
PnovosT,  on  his  arrival  in  London  with  dispatches,  relative  to  the  repulse  of  the 
French  and  Americans  at  Savannah,  said  to  him,  on  being  presented,—"  Well, 
Colonel,  you  have  had  a  peep  at  Charleston,  and  given  a  terrible  fright  to  the 
I{el)els.  'Tis  true,  that  on  your  expedition  you  gained  but  few  laurels,  but  you 
made  a  devilish  good  trading    voyage,   plundering,  as   we  are  credibly  fnformed,  all 
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than  pestilential  destnu'tion,  expose  tlie  feebleness  of  age,  the 
helplessness  of  infancy,  the  timid  maidens'  innocence  and  hap- 
less widows'  griefs  to  every  variety  of  wretchedness.  It  is  a 
pleasnre  to  state,  and  great  wonld  be  my  delight  could  I  do  it 
on  a  more  exteiided  scale,  that  to  the  names  of  Brigadier  A. 
Clarke,*  of  the  Colonels  Webster  of  the  33d,  Campbell  of  the 
71st,  Small  and  M'Arthur,  of  the  Majors  Majoribanks, 
Money  and  M'Leroth,  the  Officers  of  the  Staff,  M'Mahon  and 
Black,  no  act  of  inhumanity,  or  of  oppression,  was  ever 
atta(;hed. 

To  the  officers  of  the  63d  and  64th,  and  Tlst  Eegiment, 
with  the  exception  of  Weymess  and  Baird,  the  generous  pro- 
tection of  property,  and  delicate  attention  to  the  sufferings  ol 
the  afflicted,  has  been  uniformly  attributed  ;  and  to  this  hour, 
the  names  of  RoberU^  Lloycl^  D.  CampleU^  Grahame,  and 
Torrianno,  are  never  mentioned,  but  with  affection  and  grati- 
tude. 

The  Lieutenant  Colonels  St.  George  and  Fox,  Captain 
Steward  of  the  Guards,  Wynyard  of  the  33d,  M'Kenzie, 
Charles  Morris  the  Purveyor,  old  Westminsters^  suffered  not 
a  difference  of  political  opinion  to  destroy  the  recollection  of 
early  attachments,  but  to  their  suffering  school-fellows,  extend- 
ed every  gi-atitying  attention  and  liberal  assistance  that  could 
mitigate  the  severity  of  their  sufferings. 

Though  reluctant  to  enter  upon  a  detail  of  enormities,  re- 

the  Islands  on  your  retreat."  "Sir,"  said  the  Colonel,  with  the  benignant  smile  of 
innocence,  "you  are  misinformed.  His  Majesty's  troops  never  plunder."  The  com- 
pany blushed  for  the  incivility  of  their  associate  ;  but  who  that  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  witnessing  the  extent  of  Colonel  Peovost's  depredations,  will  deny  the 
justice  of  the  accusation.  One  of  the  party,  a  gentleman  of  high  respectability, 
who  after  the  war  returned  to  Carolina,  told  me  that  four  of  his  best  negroes  were 
selected  from  his  plantation,  and  carried  off  by  Provost. 

*  This  excellent  officer,  and  perfect  gentleman,  was  sent  by  General  Carlton,  to 
Philadelphia,  at  the  conclusion  of  hostilities,  to  receive  the  British  prisoners,  who 
were  to  be  released  from  captivity.  On  seeing  the  comforts  that  had  been  afforded 
them,  the  attention  paid  to  their  accommodation  and  food,  contrasting  it  probably  with 
the  miseries  that  our  unfortunates  in  British  Prison-ships  had  been  destined  to  en- 
dure, he  appeared  altogether  overcome  by  his  feelings,  and  unable  by  words  to  ex- 
press his  thanks,  did  it  in  a  far  more  flattering  style,  in  an  abundant  effusion  of 
tears.  He  had  previously  gained  the  good  will  of  the  Americans,  by  the  gentleness  of 
his  government  while  commanding  the  British  forces  in  Georgia,  and  by  the  protection 
afforded  to  property  when  they  finally  retired  on  the  evacuation  of  Savannah. 
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voltiiig  to  liuiiianity,  it  is  necessary,  particularly  to  state  some 
of  the  occurrences  which  daily  took  place,  to  sanction  the 
accusation  of  ruthless  severity  that  might  otherwise  be  deemed 
unmerited. 

It  was  not  age,  in  those  days  of  sorrow  and  oppression,  that 
could  protect  from  insult.  The  venerable  Mrs.  Brandford 
witnessed  the  indecorous  conduct  of  an  otMcer,  liigh  in  the 
confidence  of  the  Commandant  of  Charleston,*  putting  a 
stick  into  the  hands  of  a  slave,  with  a  positive  command 
to  chastise  her  son-in  law,f  a  respectable  Planter,  advanced 
in  years,  because  he  had  advised  his  return  to  the  service 
of  liis  lawful  master. 

It  M'as  not  sex — far  from  it,  the  delicacy  and  respect  due  to 
the  female  character,  was  disregarded  and  forgotten.  Ladies 
of  the  first  respectability,:}:  accused  of  imaginary  crimes,  were 
thrust  into  the  dungeons  of  the  Provost,  and  compelled,  pro- 
miscuously, to  mingle  with  a  motley  rabble,  distinguished 
alone  l)y  their  profanity,  and  the  atrocity  of  their  ofiences. 
The  most  tender  and  estimable  feelings  of  nature,  were  treated 
with  callous  indifierence. 

To  one  afilicted  ])ai'ent,§  ]:)ermission  was  refused  to  witness 
the  interment  of  an  only  son.  To  another,|  admission  denied 
at  her  own  door,  while  holding  an  expiring  infant  at  the 
threshold. 

The  Steward  of  the  American  Hospital,  an  excellent  and 
honourable  man,  was  dismissed  from  his  post  because  he  had 
endeavoured  to  prevent  the  eidistment  of  the  Continental  Sol- 
diers into  the  Pegiment  of  Lord  Charles  Montague.  The 
ofliciating-Physician,  D'OHphant,  and  Surgeons  of  the  depart- 
ment, were  prevented  from  administering  relief  to  the  patients 
under  their  care,  for  having  openly  reprol)ated  the  injustice  of 
the  measure. 

The  Captains  G.  A.  Hall  and  Tleyward,  ha\iiig  sui'rendered 
their  swords  as  ])risoiiors  under  the  caiiitulation  of  Charleston, 
were  assailed  by  a  i>arty  of  otficers  on   the   ]iublic  street,  had 

*  Benson.  t  Mr.  E.  Hokkt.  i;.  Misses  Scarecens. 

§  Goiicnil  CiiAULES  0.  ri.NCKNEY.  i|  Mrs.  K.  Izard,  Broad-strcct. 
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their  cockades  torn  from  their  hats,  and  indignantly  trampled 
nnder  foot.  The  prisoners  selected  as  lit  objects  of  retaliation, 
while  conducted  to  the  ships  prepared  for  their  confinement, 
were  insulted  by  the  ribaldry  of  an  infuriate  mob,  and  ])elted 
with  every  species  of  iilth  that  could  annoy  or  offend. 

Naught  but  the  insatiable  desire  to  persecnte,  could  have 
occasioned  the  innocent  correspondence  of  friends,  as  in  the 
case  of  Colonel  Grimke  and  Mr.  Kean,  to  be  construed  into  a 
violation  of  parole,  so  as  to  subject  them  to  an  increase  of 
severities  already  intlicted. 

Xaught  but  the  determination  to  give  to  malignity  a  sharp- 
er sting,  caused  the  Commandant  of  St.  Augustine,  to  sentence 
Captain  Jacob  Read  to  rigorous  and  solitary  confinement,  for 
no  other  offence  alleged  against  him,  than  having  transmitted 
to  a  friend  in  (-harleston,  an  extract  from  a  Januiica  paper, 
giving  intelligence  of  an  advantage  gained  by  a  Spanish 
squadron  over  a  lleet  of  British  trans])orts  in  the  West  Indies. 
The  ostensible  cause,  in  neither  instance,  could  have  been  the 
true  one.  A  shadow  of  excuse  appeared  to  goad  with  vexa- 
tions the  stubborn  virtue  that  could  not  be  subdued  ;  and 
every  shadow  was  caught  at  that  afforded  ])retext  for  ag- 
gression. 

The  liberty  of  working  for  the  support  of  their  starving 
families,  was  denied  to  all  who  refused  to  solicit  protection. 
Suits  to  distress  them  were  encouraged  ;  but  against  their 
pleas,  the  doors  of  Justice,  as  well  as  of  Mercy,  were  closed. 

Capitulants  could  not  pass  the  boundaries  of  the  Garrison 
on  the  land  side,  and  were  strictly  prohibited  from  under- 
taking any  water  ex<mrsion  on  the  other.  If  they  ventured 
abroad,  they  were  saluted  at  every  turn  by  the  keenest 
taunts  of  irony  and  reproach.  If  they  remained  at  home,  the 
numbers  and  temper  of  the  n)ilitarv  (juartered  u]>on  them, 
left  them  without  a  ray  of  comfort  to  cheer  them  under  the 
pressure  of  calamity.  It  may  truly  be  said,  that  the  cup  of 
misery  was  tilled  to  an  overflow.  I  nmst  be  still  more  particu- 
lar. 

Where  the  exercise  of  peculiar  severity  was  contemplated, 
and   the  prevailing  authorities  wished  to  bend   the  hauo;htv 
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spirit  of  patriotism  to  sul)niissioii,  or  liumble  the  constancy 
that  bid  defiance  to  op|)ression,  the  ready  instrument  of  tyran- 
ny was  at  liand.  Who  could  liear  of  the  wanton  insults  of 
Major  Hanger,  without  the  slightest  regard  either  to  decency 
or  cleanliness,  introducing  into  the  best  apartments  of  the 
most  respectable  families,  his  cats,  his  dogs,  and  his  monkeys, 
while  revelling  himself  in  every  species  of  sensuality,  under 
the  eyes  of  the  unprotected  females  on  whom  lie  was  billetted, 
and  not  lament  that  Heaven  had  not  spared  some  chosen  bolt 
to  punish  his  atrocity.     I  cannot  be  more  particular,  for 

"  "Twould  till  each  generous  breast  with  wild  amazenieiit. 
To  hear  the  storj-  told." 

A  person,  requiring  of  this  unfeeling  man  fhe  particulars  of 
Gates'  defeat,  he  replied,  ''Flushed  with  victory,  and  eager  iu 
pursuit,  my  arm  was  too  well  employed  to  allow  much  time 
for  observation  ;  but,  overtaking  the  wagon  of  De  Kalb,  on 
wliicli  was  seated  a  monkey,  fantastically  dressed,  I  ceased  to 
destroy,  and  addressing  the  affrighted  animal,  exclaimed, 
'  You,  Monsieur,  I  perceive,  are  a  Frenchman  and  a  gentle- 
man,'  .  'Je  vous  donne  la  paroled 

'•  Where  were  thy  terrors,  conscience  ?  where  thy  justice  * 
That  this  bad  man  dare  boldly  own  his  crimes, 
Insult  thy  sacred  power,  and  glory  in  it."  Francis. 

It  cannot  be  easily  conceived,  from  what  unpromising  soil 
Hope  will  spring  up  iu  the  bosoms  of  the  unhappy.  From 
such  delusion  originated  tlie  fatal  propensity  to  temporize 
with  the  enemy,  and  to  seek  protection.  Its  victims  paid  the 
])enalty  of  their  rashness,  and  were  speedily  convinced,  that 
they  had  gained  but  little  by  the  change.  Indulgence,  how- 
ever, was  occasionally  granted  to  their  wishes,  while  towards 
the  inflexible  in  principle,  a  rigid  austerity  and  an  undevia- 
ting  system  of  oppression  was  maintained,  that  has  not  its 
parallel  in  history.  In  the  rejection  of  re(|uests  the  most 
reasonable,  a  littleness  and  unmanly  spirit  of  revenge  was 
exhibited,  that  cannot  be  reprobated   with   sufficient  severity. 

Pre-eminent  in  malignity  stood  the  Engineer  Moncrief. 
The  instances  of  oj)})ression  issuing  from  his  im})lacable  resent- 
ment   would   fill    a   volume.      I   shall   confine  myself  to  one 


REVOLUTIONARY    ANKCDOTES.  253 

anecdote,  to  show  how  little  he  knew,  jnstly  to  appreciate  the 
dignified  inflexibility  of  a  patriotic  heart. 

A  lady  of  the  highest  respectability,*  solicited,  as  a  favonr, 
that  he  wonld  not  suffer  certain  oak  trees  of  remarkable 
beauty,  on  a  farm  which  he  occupied,  to  be  destroyed,  as 
they  were  highly  valued  by  her  son,  having  been  planted  by 
his  father's  hand.  ""  And  where  is  your  son,  Madam  V  said 
Colonel  Moncrief.  "  At  Haddrell's,  Sir — a  prisoner."  "  And 
he  wishes  me.  Madam,  to  have  these  trees  preserved  f  "  Yes, 
Sir,  if  possible."  "  Then,  tell  him.  Madam,  that  they  will 
make  excellent  flre-wood,  and  he  may  depend  upon  it  they 
shall  be  burnt."  Colonel  Moncrief  was  no  jester — the 
promptitude  of  his  actions  left  no  room  for  suspense.  An 
opportunity  was  offered  to  injure  and  to  insult,  and  he  did 
not  fail  to  embrace  it.     The  trees  were  burnt. 

A  lady  of  the  highest  respectability,  writing  to  Colonel 
Tarleton,  requesting  the  liberty  of  using  one  or  two  apart- 
ments in  her  house,  immediately  occupied  by  him,  as  they 
would  essentially  contribute  to  her  comfort,  he  concisely 
replied,  "  Madam,  after  mature  deliberation,  my  eyes  are  so 
opened,  and  senses  convinced,  that  the  enemies  of  my  coun- 
try should  not  enjoy  every  convenience,  that  I  hold  it  an 
act  of  propriety  to  retain  the  house  in  Broad-street,  given 
me  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  my  sole  accommodation. 
B.  Tarleton." 

When  Provost  invaded  Carolina,  a  considerable  British 
force  occupied  the  house  and  plantation  of  Mr.  Robert 
Gibbes,  on  the  Stono  River.  At  the  period  of  their  arri- 
val there,  Mr.  John  Gibbes,  a  respectable  gentleman,  worn 
down  by  age  and  infirmity,  was  on  a  visit  to  his  brother. 
His  usual  residence  was  on  a  farm  called  the  Grove,  where 
the  Race  Ground  is  now  established,  comprehending  several 
of  the  neighbouring  gentlemen's  seats,  and  at  the  period  im- 
proved not  only  with  taste  in  the  disposition  of  the  grounds, 
but  by  the  introduction  of  numberless  exoti(;s  t)f  the  highest 
beauty.     He  had  in    addition,   a  green-house  and   ])inerv,  in 

*  Mrs.  PiNCKNEY.  mother  of  Oeiieral  C.  C.   Pincknet. 


254  KRVOLUTIONARY  ANECDOTES. 

the  best  condition.  A  Major  Sheridan,  arriving'  from  the 
army  on  the  Neck,  at  Mr.  Gibbes,  was  asked  by  an  officer,  in 
the  presence  of  the  brothers, — "  What  news  ^  sliall  we  gain 
possession  of  the  city  ?"  "  I  fear  not,"  replied  Shei-idan,  ''  l)nt 
we  have  made  glorions  havoc  of  tlie  property  in  the  vicinity. 
I  yesterday  witnessed  the  destruction  of  an  elegant  establish- 
ment belonging  to  an  arch  Rebel,  who  luckily  for  himself  was 
absent.  You  would  have  been  delighted  to  see  how  quickly 
the  ])ine  apples  were  shared  among  our  men,  aiul  how  rapidly 
liis  trees  and  ornamental  shrul)s  were  levelled  with  the  dust." 
Mr.  John  Gibbes,  who  was  a  man  of  strong  passions,  could 
hear  no  more,  and  regardless  of  consequences,  with  indigna- 
tion, exclaimed,  "'  I  liope  that  the  Almighty  will  cause  the 
arm  of  the  scoundrel  who  struck  the  first  blow  to  wither  to  his 
shoulder."  *' How  is  this.  Sir,"  said  Sheridan.  ''Dare  you, 
Sir,  use  such  language  to  me."  "  Yes,''  said  Mr.  Gibbes, 
"  and  would  repeat  it  at  the  Altar."  "  The  provocation," 
said  the  commanding  officer  present,  "  sufficiently  justiHes  the 
anger  of  Mr.  Gibbes;  for  your  own  credit,  Sheridan,  let  the 
matter  drop."  The  catastrophe  was  dreadful.  To  banish 
thought,  Mr.  Gibbes,  unhappily  driven  to  the  indulgence  of 
an  intemperance  before  unknown,  retired  to  his  bed — and  rose 
no  more. 

A  certain  day  being  appointed,  after  which  none  but  pro- 
tection-men M'ere  allowed  to  exercise  either  trade  or  pro- 
fession, a  \H)ov  mechanic,  the  cries  of  whose  family  foi- 
bread  were  irresistible,  luunbly  solicited  that  a  protection 
might  be  allowed  him,  though  the  liour  of  demanding  it  had 
gone  by.  ''  God  knows,"  lie  added,  ''  that  my  intention  was 
to  have  asked  it,  had  it  not  escaped  my  memoi'y."  ''  Retire, 
Sir,"  said  Harry  P>arry,  "•  you  had  anq^le  time  given  you  for 
re))entance,  and  yon  refused  to  embrace  it.  You  call  God  to 
witness  your  intention.  Jesus  Christ  thought  it  no  disgrace 
to  receive  a  ccrtiticate  from  the  hands  of  Jolin  the  Baptist,  of 
his  faith  in  the  utility  of  baptism  to  salvation.  You  should 
not  have  felt  asliamcd  to  receive  from  the  hands  of  Nesbit 
l^)alfoui\  a  cei-titicate  that  would  do  away  the  I'emembrance  of 
your  political  sins,  and  i-eiiovate  your  faith   in  the  talents  and 
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virtues  of  your  ueg-lected  master,  George  od/'  Thus,  allusions 
to  ceremonies  the  most  sacred,  were  treated  with  levity,  and  a 
trifling  neglect,  probably  arising  from  forgetfulness,  magnified 
into  an  unpardonable  crime.  But  respect  to  the  name  of 
the  Saviour  could  scarcely  be  expected  where  it  was  denied  to 
worship  him.  The  sanctity  of  the  Temple  could  not  protect 
its  Altars.  The  Church  in  Prince  William's  was  wantonly 
burnt,  and  for  no  other  reason,  as  the  incendiaries  asserted, 
than  that  it  added  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  about 
Sheldon,  the  seat  of  General  Bull.  The  Churches  also,  in  St. 
Bartholomew's  and  St.  Paul's  were  reduced  to  ashes.  The 
Bible  and  books  of  prayer,  presented  by  Mrs.  Jacob  Motte, 
taken  from  the  Church  of  St.  James',  Santee,  were  pur- 
chased in  London,  after  the  peace,  by  a  member  of  the 
Church,  and  restored  as  a  sacred  gift,  according  to  the  in- 
tention of  the  original  donor. 

But  as  a  further  proof  that  no  species  of  tyranny  was  left 
unessayed,  that  could  force  the  unfortunate  to  profess  senti- 
ments abhorrent  to  tlieir  hearts,  a  more  forcible  and  appropri- 
ate instance  cannot  be  given,  than  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Seabourn 
Jones,  of  Georgia.  This  gentleman  had  relinquished  his 
country,  friends,  and  home  to  oppose  the  enemy,  from  whom 
he  neither  expected,  nor  would  willingly  have  received  favonr. 
But  being  a  prisoner,  and  denied  the  privilege  of  procuring 
bread,  he  was  compelled  to  solicit  it.  The  reply  was  laco- 
nic:  "Take  protection,  and  gain  your  bread.  Adhere  to 
the  standard  of  Rebellion,  and  starve."  His  heart  forbade 
the  one  ;  the  other  would  necessarily  have  followed,  had  not 
the  happv  negotiation  of  Major  Hyrne  succeeded,  and  res- 
tored him  to  libertv  and  his  country. 
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DISTINGUISHED  BRITISH  OFFICERS. 


LORD  CORKWALLIS. 

The  Bard,  who  best  knew  the  human  lieart,  has  said, 

■'  Sweet  are  the  uses  of  adversity." 

In  tlie  instance  of  Lord  Cornwalh's,  I  am  ready  to  sub- 
scribe to  his  opinion  ;  for,  from  the  moment  tliat  tlie  sun  of 
his  glory  set  at  York-town,  and  from  tlio  exalted  station  of  a 
conqueror,  whose  pnjwess  was  long  esteemed  irresistible,  he 
became  himself  a  captive,  he  appeared  as  much  distinguished 
by  gentleness  and  amiability,  by  jnstice  and  genei'osity,  as  he 
liad  been  previously  characterized,  by  an  unbending  haughti- 
ness of  demeanor,  and  a  severity  that  neither  the  powerfu] 
solicitations  of  tlio  opj)ressed,  rendered  eloquent  by  their 
sufferings,  nor  the  im])erious  calls  of  mercy  and  Innuanity 
could  ever  subject  to  control.  TTad  the  same  dis])ositions 
swayed  his -actions  in  America,  that  influenced  his  conduct 
while  in  command  in  Ireland  and  in  India,  I  might  have 
represented  him,  although  a  decided,  still  a  generous  enemy 
— active  and  indefatigable  in  his  exertions  to  obtain  victory — 
considerate  and  humane  in  the  use  he  made  of  it  ;  but,  grate- 
ful as  the  (bity  wouhl  have  been  to  me,  it  is  denied  me  to  per- 
form it.  I  cauiu>t  coni])linient  at  the  expense  of  truth,  and 
must  speak  of  the  acts  of  aggression  which  were  ]iea])ed  by 
liim  upon  my  lyh'cding  country  as  those  acts  deserve. 
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I  have  never  read  of  any  distinguished  niih'tarv  character, 
either  in  ancient  or  modern  times,  let  the  predominancy  of 
vicious  propensities  be  ever  so  conspicuous,  that  had  not  some 
trait  of  merit,  some  emanation  of  noble  and  generous  feeling 
to  recommend  it.  Take  from  Lord  Cornwallis,  as  commander 
of  the  British  army  in  tlie  Southern  States,  the  lustre  of  daunt- 
less intrepidity,  patient  in  supporting  difficulties,  indefatigable 
in  surmounting  them,  and,  where,  in  contemplating  his 
character,  .-hall  a  claim  to  any  perfection  be  found,  that  could 
entitle  him  to  praise  or  admiration. 

When  the  power  to  show  mercy  is  unlimited,  its  exercise 
cannot  be  withheld  without  guilt.  The  sentiment  was  in  no 
manner  congenial  to  the  heart  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  Forced, 
for  the  preservation  of  tlieir  families,  to  solicit  Britisli  protec- 
tion, he,  by  an  increase  of  severity  and  unlooked-for  exactions, 
compels  his  converts  to  fly  to  the  hostile  camps  for  security  ; 
and  then,  in  a  letter  dated  August  18th,  1780,  thus  addresses 
Colonel  Cruger,  the  commandant  at  Ninety-Six  :* — "  I  have 
given  orders,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  wlio  had 
submitted,  and  who  have  taken  part  in  its  revolt,  shall  be 
punished  with  the  greatest  rigour — that  they  should  be  im- 
prisoned, and  their  whole  property  taken  from  them  or  des- 
troyed. I  have  ordered,  in  the  most  positive  manner,  that 
every  militiaman,  who  had  bornearras  with  us,  and  afterwards 
joined  the  enemy,  should  be  immediately  hanged  ;  and  have 
now.  Sir,  only  to  desire,  that  you  will  take  the  most  vigorous 
measures  to  extinguish  the  rebellion,  and  that  you  will  obe}', 
in  the  strictest  manner,  the  directions  given  in  this  letter." 

Had  he  exhibited  a  spark  of  humanity,  had  he  soothed 
the  afflictions  of  the  wretched,  softened  the  pains  of  capti- 
vity, or  with  generous  compassion  assuaged  the  agonies  of  the 
wounded  spirit  ;  some  grateful  heart  that  had  been  cheered 
by  his  smile,  and  rescued  from  despondency — some  parent, 
thankful  for  a  child  preserved,  or  wife,  whose  tears  had  saved 
the  partner  of  her  affections  from  unmerited  persecution, 
would  have  proclaimed  the  deed,   and  blessed  his  memory. 

*  vide  Ramsay's  Revolution    of  South-Carolina,  vol.  2,  p.  15T. 
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But,  in  vain  do  we  seek  such  testimony  of  his  ^vorth.  ( )ne 
universal  sentiment  towards  him  is  cherished  in  every  bosom, 
"  He  l)ut  enjoyed  ])ower  to  abuse  it." 

That  I  may  not  l)e  su})posed  to  speak  at  random,  or  o'ive 
indulo;ence  to  ])rejudif'.es  that  are  without  a  foundation  to  sup- 
port them,  I  will  i^ive  liis  character  as  thrice  ])resented  to  the 
public  view. 

The  flagrant  violation  of  the  capitulation  of  Charleston,  in 
innumerable  instances,  being  considered  a  sufficient  reason  to 
deprive  Lord  Cornwallis  of  the  benefits  of  that  which  was 
granted  to  liim  at  the  surrender  of  York-town,  it  was  moved 
in  Congress  by  the  Honourable  Artliur  Middleton,  a  Delegate 
from  the  State  of  South-Carolina,*  that — "  In  order  to  pre- 
vent future  controversy  on  the  subject  of  an  excliange.  Con- 
gress, who  represent  the  feelings,  as  well  as  the  sense  of  the 
nation,  do  declare,  that  Lieutenant  General  Charles  Earl 
Cornwallis  ought  not  to  be  exchanged  by  composition,  not 
from  any  apprehensions  of  his  influence,  or  superior  abilities, 
but  because  they  look  upon  him,  not  in  the  light  of  a  British 
General,  but  a  barbarian.  Li  proof  of  their  justice  in  classing 
him  in  so  degrading  a  predicament,  they  appeal  to  the  impar- 
tial history  of  his  conduct,  during  his  command  in  the  South- 
ern and  Middle  States,  where  his  progress  may  be  traced  by 
blood  wontonly  spilt,  by  executions  unwarranted  even  by  mili- 
tary regulations,  and  by  the  indiscriminate  plunder  of  i^roper- 
ty,  and  destruction  of  the  habitations  of  the  widow  and 
orphan  ;  circumstances  disgraceful  to  the  arms  of  any  en- 
lightened people — because  he  has  governed  himself  solely 
upon  principles  of  eastern  tyranny — has  broken  the  faith  of 
treaty,  solemnly  ])ledged  in  the  capitulation  of  Charleston,  by 
ordering  the  seizure  of  the  property  and  p-ersons  of  the  capitu- 
lants,  by  the  conflnement  of  some  on  board  of  ])rison  ships, 
and  transportation  of  others  to  St.  Augustine,  and  tbe  banish- 
ment of  their  wives  and  children — because  he  has  authorized 
and  countenanced  the  enlistment  of  upwards  of  Ave  hundred 
American  soldiers  into  the  British  service  or  rather  suffered 

*  Vide  Ranisiiv's  Revolution  of  Soiitli  Cnrdlinn,  ii.  3:^0. 
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them  to  be  compelled,  by  cruelties  and  hard  usage,  to  take 
arms  against  their  country ;  and  in  numberless  other  instan- 
ces, has  infringed  every  rule  of  war  established  among  civil- 
ized nations." 

On  the  anniversary  of  his  capture,  the  19th  of  October. 
1814,  in  an  address  to  the  youth  of  the  Cincinnati  Society, 
he  is  thus  noticed  : 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Cincinnati. 

"  The  anniversary  of  the  eventful  day  which  we  celebrate,  fills 
the  heart  of  every  American  with  pride  and  gratitude.  We  recol- 
lect, with  e.xnltation,  the  valour  which  broke  the  sceptre  of  oppres- 
sion, and  liow  with  thankfulness  before  the  beneficent  Providence, 
whose  protection  secured  to  us  the  blessings  of  Peace,  Liberty,  and 
Independence.  On  this  day  the  cloud  of  misfortune  obscured  the 
brilliant  achievements  of  our  most  active  and  implacable  enemy. 
The  visionary  confidence  that  his  genius  was  unequalled,  vanished. 
The  rapid  current  of  his  successes  rose  no  longer  superior  to  oppo- 
sition— his  triumphs  ceased — Cornwallis  fell.  He  was,  indeed,  a 
hero  in  arms,  but  dead  to  the  gentler  feelings  of  humanity  ;  a  stran- 
ger to  that  moderation  and  forbearance  which  gives  to  victory  its 
highest  attraction.  The  establishment  of  the  nefarious  instruments 
of  oppression,  the  Boards  of  Police  and  Sequestration,  too  fatally 
prove  the  justice  of  my  assertion  ;  while  the  sanctioned  and  applaud- 
ed barbarities  of  the  sanguinary  Tarleton,  indisputably  evince, 
that  "  Mercy,  the  first  attribute  of  Heaven,"  had  no  place  in  his 
heart.*  This  is  no  exaggerated  picture.  1  would  not  unnecessarily 
excite  indignation.  My  only  wish  is,  to  present  your  enemy,  such  as 
he  was  at  the  period,  when  the  subjugation  of  America  was  the 
cherished  aim  of  Britain,  that  you  may  anticipate  what  you  may 
now  expect,  when  he  approaches  our  coasts,  not  to  conciliate,  but 
destroy." 

In  the  life  of  General  Marion,  compiled  from  the  notes  of  a 
distinguished  Partisan,  Colonel  Peter  Horry,  we  find  this 
passage — "  It  has  been  said,  that  Lord  Cornwallis,  struck  with 

*  No  censure,  no  expression  of  dissatisfaction  was  ever  used  to  check  the  wanton 
barbarities  of  Tarleton.  On  the  contrary,  in  a  letter  dated  November  11th,  1780,  Lord 
Cornwallis  says  10  him,  "  I  wish  you  could  get  three  Legions,  and  divide  yourself  into 
three  parts.    We  can  do  nothing  without  you." 

34 
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the  bravery  of  De  Kalb,  generously  superintended  while  his 
wounds  were  dressed  by  his  own  Sui'geon,  and  that,  after  his 
death,  he  ordered  him  to  be  bnried  with  the  honours  of  war. 
British  officers  have  often  been  known  to  do  such  noble  deeds ; 
but,  that  Lord  Cormoallis  was  capable  of  acting  so  honour- 
ably, is  'Very  doubtful. ''''^' 

If  we  seek  the  opinions  of  the  British  writers,  relative  to  his 
conduct,  Tarleton  accuses  him  of  injustice^  M'Kenzie  of 
partiality  and  inisrepresentation^  Stedman  of  impolicy  and 
unnecessary  severity.  If  they  who  partook  of  his  triumphs, 
and  rejoiced  at  his  successes,  thus  openly  censure,  how  can  we 
withhold  the  expression  of  our  resentments,  subjected  by  him 
to  every  misery  and  degradation  that  relentless  tyranny 
could  impose. 

*  Vide  Weems'  Life  of  Marion. 
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LIEUT.  COL.  ARCHIBALD   CAMPBELL, 

71  ST    REGIMENT. 

Quitting  a  character  so  justly  reprobated  as  tliat  of  Corn- 
wallis,  it  is  truly  grateful  to  present,  by  way  of  contrast,  that 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  of  the  71st  British  Regiment. 
A  conqueror  at  Savannah,  his  immediate  care  was  to  soften 
the  asperities  of  war,  and  to  reconcile  to  his  equitable  govern- 
ment, those  who  had  submitted,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
superiority  of  his  arms.  Thongh  but  lately  released  from  close 
and  rigorous  coniinement,  which  he  had  suffered  in  conse- 
quence of  indignities  offered  to  General  Charles  J^ee,  a 
prisoner  at  jSTew-York,  he  harboured  no  resentments,  and 
appeared  to  consider  his  sufferings  rather  the  effect  of  neces- 
sity, than  wilful  persecution.  Oppression  was  foreign  to  his 
nature,  and  incompatible  w^ith  his  practice.  He  made  a  pro- 
per allowance  for  an  attachment  to  cherished  principles,  nor 
withheld  his  applause  from  those  wlio  bravely  supported 
them.  He  used  no  threats  to  gain  proselytes,  no  artifice  to 
ensnare  them.  Such  of  the  inhabitants  as  voluntarily  made 
a  tender  of  service,  were  favoural)ly  received  ;  but  he  was 
ev'er  disinclined  to  invite  them  to  take  up  arms  in  the 
British  cause,  lest  in  the  fluctuating  councils  of  his  govern- 
ment, he  should  lead  them  to  destruction.  He  had  too  fre- 
quently seen  them  lavish  of  professions  of  permanent  sup- 
port, leaving  their  deluded  adherents  to  the  mercy  of  the 
government,  which,  in  evil  hour,  they  had  abandoned.  The 
friends  of  our  Independence  had  every  thing  to  dread  from 
his  wisdom  and  humanitv,  but  their  alarm  was  of  short  dura- 
tion. Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  had  too  nice  a  sense  of 
honour  to  be  made  the  instrument  of  injustice  and  oppression, 
and  he  was  speedily  called  on  to  relinquish  his  command,  to  a 
superior,  less  scrupulous,  and  better  disposed  to  second  the 
harsh  measures  of  the  Commundcr-in-Chief, 
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LOKD  EAWDON. 

1  HAVE  already,  in  detailing  particulars  relative  to  the  mur- 
der of  Colonel  Hayne,  said  so  much  of  Lord  Rawdon,  that  it 
may  appear  superfluous  to  l)ring  forward  further  proof  of  that 
unrelenting  severity,  that  appears  never  to  have  been  satisfied 
but  by  the  sacrifice  of  its  object.  Executions  under  his  man- 
date had  become  so  frequent  in  Camden,  that  they  were  re- 
garded with  mvii'  astonishment.  If  words  found  utterance, 
the  inquiry  was,  not  "  wlio^  but  "  how  inany^  are  to  be  hang- 
ed to-day."  Of  his  humanity  towards  his  own  troops,  and 
particularly  hix  oiim  com  dry  in  en.,  an  accurate  judgment  may 
be  formed  from  the  extracts  of  his  letter  to  Colonel  Rugely. 
which  I  have  selected,  and  which  will  immediately  follow. 
But  before  they  are  brought  into  view,  I  would  observe,  that 
at  the  moment  this  letter  was  written, poor  Ireland/'^  the  nu)st 
oppressed  nation  in  the  civilized  world,  began  not  only  more 
keenly  to  feel  the  injustice  of  Britain,  but  more  openly  to  ex- 
])i-ess  her  abhorrence  of  the  tyranny  imposed  upon  her. 
AmcM'ica   otferod    an    asylum    against    the   evils   she  endured. 

*  The  Irish  nation  were,  in  sentiment,  altogether  favourable  to  the  cause  of  America. 
In  the  year  1775,  when  I  was  removed  from  Westminster  School  to  College,  I  remember, 
that  in  a  debating  Society  at  Edinburgh,  it  was  proposed  as  a  subject  for  discussion, 
"  Whether  it  was  just,  wise,  or  practicable,  for  America  to  resist  the  decrees  of  Great 
Britain,  a  speaker,  who  appeared  extremely  tenacious  of  the  authority  and  power  of  the 
parent  state,  vehemently  maintaining,  that  it  was  not  only  impolitic,  but  impossible  for 
America,  yet  in  her  infancy,  to  support  the  contest  with  the  slightest  prospect  of  success. 
Dr.  Dkennan,  a  youthful  Irisli  student,  exclaimed.  "  I  readily  admit  a  part  of  the 
gentleman's  proposition,  but  deny  the  accuracy  of  the  conclusion  drawn  from  it.  His 
assertion  relative  to  the  infancy  of  America  is  undeniable  :  but  it  may  well  be  compaied 
to  the  infancy  of  Hercules—since  secure  in  her  cradle,  she  sees  the  approach  of  hos- 
tility without  terror,  and  will  not  fail  to  crush  the  vijjcrs  sent  for  her  destruction,  by 
an  unnaturai  step  mother." 


REVOLUTION  ART    ANECDOTES.  2(53 

Nor  was  it  disregarded  l)y  her  gallant  sons.  Many  adventu- 
rons  youths,  till  the  moment  shonld  arrive  when  a  struggle  for 
freedom  eonld  be  made  at  h/'tne,  inspired  by  the  most  exalted 
feelings  of  the  heart,  sought  our  shores  to  enrol  themselves 
under  the  standard  of  Liberty  ;  and  in  supporting  our  cause, 
none  Avere  more  distinguished.  Tn  the  IS^orth,  the  gallant 
Montgomery^  the  (lenerals  Irvm<\  Armf<trong^  Moylan,  and 
Walter  Steward.,  obtained  the  highest  reputation  for  zeal  and 
intrepidity.  In  the  South,  the  valour  of  J.rw?.5;?;/v>;^(/,  O'JSfeale, 
Maiming.,  and  Irvine  of  the  Legion,  merited,  and  were  re- 
warded by  universal  admiration  and  applause.  Li  the  ranks 
of  our  armies  there  were  many  of  the  sons  of  Erin,  wlio  felt 
the  injuries  heaped  upon  us,  as  injuries  to  themselves,  and 
fought  for  America  as  they  would  have  fought  for  Ireland. 
It  was  to  check  this  noble  spirit,  t(»  extinguish  the  dawn  of 
resistance  in  their  expanding  views  of  the  rights  of  man,  that 
Lord  Rawdon  issued  his  sanguinary  orders.  They  might  have 
produced  xome  effect  ;  but  they  plainly  showed,  that  in  his 
troops,  generally,  he  had  no  confidence  ;  and  that  with  his 
own  Regiment,  the  Yohinteerf<  of  Trelaiul,  the  language  of 
the  lips  had  no  corres]>on deuce  witli  the  emotions  of  the 
bosom  ;  and  that  on  rejoicing  days,  while  peals  were  fired, 
and  the  air  resounded  with  loud  huzzas  for  the  king,  their 
hearts  were  with  the  cause  and  tlie  armies  of  America. 

EXTRACT    OF    A     LKTTEK     TO    COLONEL  RUGELY,  COMMANDING   THE   BRITISH 
MILITIA,    NEAR    CAMDEN.* 

"  If  attachment  to  their  Sovereign  will  not  move  the  country  peo- 
ple to  check  a  crime  so  disastrous  to  the  service  (desertion)  it  must 
be  my  care  to  urge  them  to  their  diity,  as  good  subjects,  bv  using 
invariable  severity  against  every  one  who  shall  show  so  criminal  a 
neglect  of  the  public  interest.  If  any  person  shall  meet  a  soldier, 
straggling  without  a  written  pass,  beyond  the  picquets,  and  shall  not 
do  his  utmost  to  secure  him,  or  shall  not  spread  an  alarm  for  that 
purpose,  or  if  any  person  shall  give  shelter  to  soldiers  straggling  as 
above  mentioned,  or  shall  serve  them  as  a  guide,  or  shall  furnish 
them  with  passes,  or  any   other  assistance,  the  persons  so  offending 

*  Vide  Ramsay's  Revolution  of  South-Carolina,  vol.  2.  p.  133. 
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may  assure  themselves  of  rigorous  punishment,  or  by  whipping,  im- 
prisonment, or  by  being  sent  to  serve  in  the  West  Indies,  according 
as  /shall  think  the  degi'ee  of  criminality  may  require  ;  for  I  have 
ordered  that  every  soldier  who  passes  the  piequet,  shall  submit  him- 
self to  be  examined  by  any  militiaman  who  has  a  suspicion  of  him. 
If  a  soldier,  therefore,  attempts  to  escape  when  ordered  by  a  militia- 
man to  stop,  he  is  immediately  to  be  fired  on  as  a  deserter.'" 

And  then,  as  a  mark  of  peculiar  distinction,  he  adds, 

"  I  will  give  ten  guineas,  for  the  head  of  any  deserter  belonging  to 
the  Volunteers  of  Ireland,  and  ^w  g?/meas  only,  if  he  be  brought 
alive.^^ 
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GENERAL  WP^BSTER. 

Among  the  British  officers  servino;  in  the  South,  there  was 
certainly  no  one  who  possessed  so  just  a  chiini  to  celebrity  as 
General  Webster.  To  consummate  skill  and  intrepidity,  and 
a  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  Monarch  whom  he  served  and 
loved,  (a  trait  of  character  which  gained  him  the  highest  ap- 
plause of  his  own  array)  he  united  a  generous  forbearance  and 
humanity  towards  such  of  his  enemies  as  fell  within  the  influ- 
ence of  his  power,  as  secured  their  gratitude  and  most  exalted 
admiration.  Tarleton,  in  his  history  of  the  Southern  Cam- 
paigns, thus  briefl}',  though  comprehensively,  notices  his 
merits.  "He  united  all  the  virtues  of  civil  life,  to  the  gallan- 
try and  professional  knowledge  of  a  soldier."  And  Lee,  under 
the  impression  of  sentiments  that  do  him  honour,  speaking  of 
his  untimely  fate,  says, — "  So  long  as  the  tenderest  feelings  of 
sorrow,  expressed  in  language  that  can  only  flow  from  the 
heart,  shall  be  admired.  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  his  letter  to  the 
atflicted  and  affectionate  parent  of  the  departed  hero,  has  left 
an  imperishable  monument  to  his  fame." 

An  extract  of  this  letter  cannot  be  unacceptable  to  the  heart 
that  feels. 

"  It  gives  me  great  concern  to  undertake  a  task  which  is  not  only 
a  bitter  renewal  of  my  own  grief,  but  must  be  a  violent  shock  to  an 
affectionate  parent.  You  have  fo-r  your  support  the  assistance  of 
religion,  good  sense,  and  the  experience  of  the  uncertainty  of  human 
happiness.  You  have  for  your  satisfaction,  that  your  son  fell  nobly 
in  the  cause  of  his  country,  honoured  and  lamented  by  all  his  fellow 
soldiers  ;  that  he  led  a  life  of  honour  and  virtue,  which  must  secure 
to  him  everlasting  happiness. 
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"  When  the  keen  sensibilities  of  the  passions  begin  to  subside 
these  considerations  will  give  you  real  comfort.  That  the  Almighty 
may  give  you  fortitude  to  bear  this  severest  of  strokes,  is  the  earnest 
wish  of  your  companion  in  affliction. 

"  CORNWALLIS." 

He  furtlier  enumerates  his  services  throughout  the  war, 
proving  him  at  all  times,  and  in  every  situation,  where  an 
(Opportunity  was  ottered  to  display  his  talents  or  his  virtues,  a 
distinguished  connnander,  and  exemplary  num. 

I  have  hut  little  to  add;  hut  what  1  have  to  say  is  so  much 
to  his  credit,  that  it  would  be  unpardonahle  to  withhold  it. 
Encamped,  during  the  siege  of  Charleston,  at  Brabant's,  the 
seat  of  the  late  Bishop  Smith,  where  many  of  the  Whig- 
Ladies,  whose  friends  were  serving  within  the  garrison,  had 
retired  for  security,  his  attentions  to  them  were  uniformly  po- 
lite and  generous ;  he  was  liberal  in  the  offer  of  service,  and 
aftbrded  them  security  and  protection  from  the  insults  and 
oppression  to  which  unlimited  license  was  allowed  in  almost 
every  other  quarter.  And  it  is  highly  to  his  honour,  that 
while  in  mere  wantonness  the  Temples  of  God  were  elsewhere 
either  levelled  to  the  dust,  or  given  up  to  devouring  flames, 
that  he  caused  a  Church  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  destruc- 
tion of  which  had  already  commenced,  to  be  rebuilt,  and 
guarded  by  the  very  men  whose  aim  was  to  render  it  a  mass 
of  ruins. 
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COLONEL    SMALL. 

It  would  l)e  .su])eriluous  to  detail  particular  iustauces  of  the 
exemplai'v  o;ood  conduct  of  this  gallant  soldier,  whose  con- 
stant aim  was  to  soothe  the  sorrows  of  the  atilicted,  and  to 
give  exercise  to  the  beneficence  of  a  generous  heart. 

There  was  no  measure  adopted  by  the  British  authorities, 
that  appeared  more  irksome  and  oppressive,  than  that  of  bil- 
leting their  ofiicers  upon  the  unfortunates,  to  whom,  under 
the  capitulation  of  Charleston,  was  giuiranteed  the  uninter- 
rupted possession  of  their  property.  Yet,  such  was  the  known 
character  of  Colonel  Small,  that  a  billet  presented  by  him 
was  regarded  as  a  distinguished  mark  of  favour ;  security 
from  insult,  and  from  every  species  of  imposition,  being  in- 
separable from  his  presence.  What  must  have  l)een  the  de- 
lightful sensations  of  his  heart,  who,  idolized  by  his  own 
troops,  saw  himself,  at  the  same  time,  courted  as  a  friend,  and 
reverenced  as  a  protector,  by  the  helpless  families  of  the  enemy, 
with  whom  he  contended  :'  The  sympathies  of  his  benevo- 
lence shielded  them  from  liarm,  and  w^as  repaid  with  tenfold 
gratitude.  He  assuaged  their  sufierings,  and  relieved  their 
wants  ;  and  every  prayer  which  they  offered  to  Heaven,  was 
mingled  with  ardent  solicitations  for  blessings  on  his  head. 

Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  Colonel  Small  express- 
ing a  wish  to  meet  with  General  St.  Clair  of  the  American 
army,  the  friend  and  companion  of  his  early  years,  a  flag  of 
truce  was  immediately  sent  by  General  Greene,  with  an  invi- 
tation to  come  within  our  lines,  and  remain  at  his  option 
therein,  free  from  every  restriction.  It  was  accepted,  and  such 
attentions  were  paid  to  him,  not  only  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  but  by  all  the  superior  ofiicers  of  the  army,  as  must  have 
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been  highly  grateful  to  him,  since  it  not  only  evinced  their 
gratitude,  but  exalted  the  opinion  also  of  tlie  liberal  and  gene- 
rous conduct  that  excited  it. 

Paying  a  visit  to  our  Ambassador,  Major  Thomas  Pinckney, 
shortly  after  his  establishment  in  London,  it  was  my  good  for- 
tune to  meet  with  Colonel  Small,  who,  in  the  course  of  con- 
versation, said,  "  I  have  been  sitting  this  morning  to  Colonel 
Trumbull  for  my  portrait,  he  having  done  me  the  honour  to 
place  me  in  a  very  conspicuous  situation  in  his  admirable  re- 
presentation of  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill.  But  his  polite- 
ness far  exceeds  my  claim  to  merit.  He  has  exhibited  me  as 
tnniing  aside  the  bayonet  aimed  by  a  grenadier  at  the  breast 
of  General  Warren.  I  would  certainly  have  saved  his  life, 
had  it  been  in  my  power  to  do  so,  but  when  I  reached  the  spot 
on  which  his  body  lay,  the  spark  of  life  was  already  extin- 
guished. It  would  have  been  a  tribute  due  to  his  virtues  and 
to  his  gallantry,  and  to  me  a  sacred  duty,  since  I  am  well  ap- 
prized, that  when  at  a  particular  period  of  the  actiou,  I  was 
left  alone,  and  exposed  to  the  lire  of  the  whole  American  liue, 
my  old  friend,  Putnam,  saved  my  life  by  calling  aloud,  'kill 
as  many  as  you  can,  but  spare  Small ;'  and  that  he  actually 
turned  aside  muskets  that  were  aimed  for  my  destruction." 

When  the  attack  was  made  some  years  since  on  the  military 
reputation  of  General  Putnam,  I  communicated  these  circum- 
stances to  my  friend,  Major  Jackson,  of  Philadelpliia,  who 
published  them  as  a  proof  of  its  liberality,  since  it  is  not  pos- 
siljle  to  suppose  that  the  soldier,  who  with  such  anxious  solici- 
tude endeavored  to  screen  from  harm  the  life  of  a  generous 
enemy,  could,  from  ai)i)rehension  of  his  own  ]»ersonal  safety, 
in  the  manner  insinuated,  have  swerved  from  his  duty,  and 
must  liave  tixed  a  stio-iiia  on  the  reputation  of  the  Commandei-. 
in-Chief,  for  the  want  of  that  discernment  universally  attribu- 
ted to  him,  that  he  continued  to  the  last  hour  of  the  war  to 
bestow  his  entii'e  confidence  on  one,  who  in  the  very  dawn  ot 
liostilitv,  had  proved  himself  unworthy  of  it. 
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COLONEL    TARLETON. 

With  every  disposition  to  moderation  and  forbearance,  it  is 
difficnlt  to  speak  with  temper  of  a  man,  whose  invariable  aim 
was  to  destroy,  and  whose  resentments  were  only  to  be  ap- 
peased bv  an  nnceasino;  eifnsion  of  blood.  Acting  in  strict 
conformity  with  his  declared  opinion,* — "That  severity  alone 
could  effect  the  establishment  of  regal  antliority  in  America," 
the  bonnds  of  hnmanity  were  overleapt.  The  destruction  of 
property  scarcely  merited  notice,  where  the  goadings  of  per- 
sonal insult  were  so  ardently  cherished,  and  deatli  made  the 
primary  object  of  enterprise.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say, 
that  wheresoever  the  influences  of  Tarleton  extended,  wath 
scarcely  an  exception,  his  progress  might  be  traced  by  merciless 
severity.  Contemplate  the  destruction,  the  desolation  of  the 
plantation  of  Colonel  Hill,  in  the  New  Acquisition,  his  flourish- 
ing iron  works,  mills,  dwelling  house,  buildings  of  every  des- 
cription, exhibiting  a  frightful  scene  of  univei'sal  ruin.  His 
wife  and  children  subjected  to  the  inclemency  of  an  insalubrious 
climate,  without  shelter,  food,  or  raiment.  See  the  wanton 
exercise  of  his  authority,  hanging,  on  the  most  trivial  pretexts, 
men  of  the  flrst  respectability,  exemplifled  in  the  execution  of 
Mr.  Johnston,  an  upright  and  intelligent  Magistrate.f  Witness 
the  slaughter   of   the    um-esisting  force   of  Colonel   Buford,:}: 

*  Ramsay,  vol.  2,  p.  156.  t  p.  160. 

t  An  officer  of  our  army,  whose  accuracy  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  doubt,  assured  me 
that  he  visited  the  Hospital  at  the  Waxsaws,  in  which  the  wounded  were  left,  that  many 
of  them  were  in  a  state  of  perfect  nakedness  havins:  been  stripped  of  every  article  of 
clothinEr,  and  that  the  wounds  inflicted,  amounted  on  an  average  to  sixteen  to  each 
individual.  , 
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crying  out  for  qnai-ter  ;  and  finally  view  liim,  after  j)artaking 
of  the  hospitality  of  the  widow  of  General  Richardson,  not 
only  plnndering  her  property,  and  burning  lier  house,  bnt  de- 
grading manhood,  by  spurning  with  his  foot  this  helpless 
female,  even  on  the  verge  of  the  grave  of  her  husband,  who, 
in  palliation  of  his  enormities,  he  pretended  to  believe  still  in 
arms. 

Great,  but  certain h'  unmerited  credit  has  been  giv^en  to 
Tarleton,  for  the  achievement  of  deeds  of  hardy  enterprise. 
Where  celerity  of  movement  was  neccessary  to  secure  victory, 
he  is  clearly  entitled  to  unqualified  praise.  In  reaping  all  the 
fruits  resulting  from  an  attack  by  surprise,  he  was  judicious  in 
his  arrangements,  and  prompt  in  their  execution.  Bnt,  where 
can  it  be  said  that  he  ever  encountered  opposition  that  he  did 
not  experience  discomfiture.  At  Monk's  Corner  and  Laneau's 
Ferry,  he  was  actually  in  possession  of  his  adversary's  camp, 
before  they  were  apprized  of  his  approach ;  and  meeting  but 
feeble  resistance,  was  completely  triumphant.  At  the  defeat 
of  Buford,  the  panic  that  deprived  both  the  commander  and 
his  forces  of  every  power  of  exertion,  precluded  the  possibility 
of  resistance,  and  they  were  literally  butchered  almost  to  a 
man.  Again,  at  Fishing  Creek,  unexpectedly  appearing,  and 
by  an  impetuous  attack  bearing  down  the  opposition  made  by 
a  few  individuals,  commanded  by  Capt.  Taylor  of  Columbia,* 
he  gained  new  laurels  as  a  soldier  of  enterprise,  but  ad- 
ditional disgrace  as  a  man,  recording  his  triumph  in  blood. 
Here  ended  the  successes  of  Tarleton.  The  energies  which 
distinguished  his  early  career,  w^ere  never  again  exhibited. 
Foiled  by  Marion  at  every  point,  and  incessantly  harrassed 
l)y  him,  while  the  combat  which  he  eagerly  sought  for  was 

*I  wii-hed  to  luive  spoken  more  particularly  in  this  work  of  the  services  of  this  gallant 
soldier  and  determined  Wliiy— tliey  richly  merited  praise,  and  I  would  gladly  have 
iH'stowed  it,  but  my  ell'orts  to  be  made  actjuainted  with  the  eventful  scenes  of  his  life 
have  proved  abortive,  and  it  is  denied  me  to  record  them.  LordCoRNWALLis  very  quickly 
perceived  both  the  abilities  and  extensive  influence  of  Captain  Tatlok,  and  so  far  de- 
parted from  the  usual  austerity  of  character,  as  to  seek  his  society,  and  condescend  to 
argue  with  him  on  the  impolicy  and  inutility  of  resistance,  ofl'ering  him  a  carte  blanche 
for  military  promotion  and  i)e('uniary  emolument,  would  he  but  consent  to  join  the  British 
Standard,  and  aid  the  establishment  of  the  Royal  authority.  The  proposition  was  at 
once  rejected  ;  and  Sumteu  ai)i)earing  in  arms  in  support  of  the  cause  of  Liberty,  Captain 
Tayi.oi!.  witli  enthusiiisfii- /irdour.  joiiird  him.     The  resistance  made  at  Fishing  Creek, 
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declined,  he  indignantly  exclaimed,  "Since  the  Fox  (meaning 
Marion)  avoids  me,  T  will  seek  the  Old  Cock  (Srimter.)  He, 
I  know,  will  light,  and  shall  pay  the  ])enaltv  for  all  the  vexa- 
tions I  have  sntfered  from  his  wily  rivah"  Tlie  result  of  his 
bravadoes  is  well  known.  Snmter  beat  him  at  Blackstock 
Hill,  Davie  at  Charlotte,  Lee  in  every  enconnter  where  tliere 
was  a  contention  for  snperiority ;  and  Washington,  at  the 
Cowpens,  pnt  to  rest  the  exaggerated  opinions  of  his  prowess 
and  invincibility,  never  to  be  revived  again. 

Is  it  not  wonderful  that  this  man,  so  freqnently  indulging 
his  passions  without  restraint,  and  blotting  out  the  fair  charac- 
ters of  victory  by  unexampled  severities,  could  occasionally 
exhibit  all  the  mildness  and  url^anity  that  might  be  expected 
from  a  perfect  and  well-bred  gentleman,  a  tenderness  of  feeling, 
and  liberality  of  soul,  that  do  him  the  highest  honour. 

There  were  a  circle  of  ladies  assembled,  during  the  siege  of 
Charleston,  at  Brabant's,  the  seat  of  Bishop  Smith,  near  which 
Col.  Tarleton  had  fixed  his  quarters.  The  delicacy  of  his  at- 
tentions to  tliem  could  not  be  surpassed  ;  and  they  with  unan- 
imity declai'e,  that  they  never  witnessed  any  act  proceeding 
from  his  orders,  tliat  did  not  entitle  liim  to  tlieir  respect  and 
gratitude. 

When  our  gallant  countryman.  Major  Pinckney,  received 
the  wound  at  Gates'  defeat,  which  placed  him  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  the  generous  feelings  of  an  old  school-fellow. 
Captain  Charles  Barrington  M'Kenzie  of  the  71st  Bi-itish  Reg- 
iment, under  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  preserved  his  valuable 
life.  Applying  to  Tarleton  for  his  interposition  in  behalf  of 
his  suffering  friend,  he  immediately  received  an  order  to  call 


proceeded  almost,  altogether  from  Captain  Taylor's  company,  but  was  of  little  avail,  and 
both  himself  and  brother  were  made  prisoners.  While  conducting  under  a  guard  of 
Cavalry  to  the  British  Head  Quarters,  perceiving  that  the  dragoons  were  much  intoxi- 
cated, and  those  near  them  particularly  so.  Captain  Taylor  proposed  to  his  relative,  that 
when  they  should  arrive  at  a  part  of  the  road  thickly  wooded,  where  the  pursuit  of  cav- 
alry wonld  be  unavailing,  that  on  a  signal  agreeed  on,  they  should  dash  into  the  thickets 
on  opposite  sides,  and  make  an  effort  forlibertj'.  The  scheme  was  agreed  to,  and  carried 
into  etfect  with  the  happiest  success-  Both  escaped  uninjured.  At  Blackstock-Hill, 
Captain  Taylor  acquired  increase  of  military  reputation,  but  lost  his  gallant  brother, 
who  fell  in  the  action.  His  zeal  never  knew  abatement  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war  ;  and  to  the  present  day,  as  a  distinguished  Patriot,  he  possesses  the  most  gratifying 
of  all  rewards,  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  country. 
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from  the  iield  his  Surgeon,  wliose  early  attention  in  all  proba- 
bility, prevented  the  catastrophe  "which  l)et"el  General  Porter- 
field  and  other  officers,  whose  wonnds  not  being  dressed  for 
thirty-six  honrs,  from  exhaustion  and  loss  of  blood,  expired. 
The  character  of  the  wonnded  prisoner  had  excited  a  deep 
interest  in  his  bosom.  The  ferocity  of  his  temper  was  laid 
aside.  lie  ordered,  that  every  attention  should  be  paid  him, 
that  could  mitigate  the  severity  of  his  w^onnd — supplied  him 
amply  with  port  wine,  considered  essential  to  prevent  the 
spasms  that  threatened  his  life — tendered  the  restoration  of  the 
horses  recently  impressed  from  his  family  at  Fort  Motte — and 
urged  with  the  generous  spirit  of  a  soldier,  the  free  and  un- 
limited use  of  his  purse.  I  could  pardon  him  a  thousand  errors 
for  this  emanation  of  generous  sympathy.  Such  attentions 
were  received  with  the  o-ratitude  thev  Mere  well  calculated  to 
excite.  Tlie  sincerest  acknowledgments  were  expressed  for 
all — though  neither  the  horses  nor  purse  were  accepted.  This 
gave  an  opportunity  to  M'Ken/ie,  to  displav  a  trait  of  chivalric 
gallantry  that  cannot  Ije  too  much  admired.  "'  Give  me  his 
charger,  then  ;"  he  feelingly  exclaimed,  '' it  shall  never  be  said, 
that  the  horse  that  carried  Tom  Pinckney,  was  ever  emi)loved 
against  the  friends  and  tiie  cause  that  were  dear  to  him." 
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BENEDICT  ARNOLD. 

•  That  treachery  creates  its  own  punishment,  and  to  the 
detestation  of  the  world  adds,  the  inward  agony  "  that  passeth 
show,"  is  strikingly  exemplified  in  the  history  of  the  apostate 
Arnold.  What  were  the  results  of  his  desertion  ?  The  fair 
fame  acquired  by  his  early  exertions,  as  a  Patriot  soldier,  was 
blasted.  Children  tliat  had  learned  to  lisp  his  deeds  of  gallant- 
ry, now  shuddered  with  abhorence  at  his  name.  Execrated  by 
his  former  friends,  despised  by  his  new  associates,  proscril)ed 
by  his  country,  reluctantly  obeyed,  and  by  the  meanest  sentinel 
held  in  supreme  contempt,  liis  life  was  a  constant  scene  of  a])- 
prehension,  misery,  and  remorse.  A  cloud  hung  over  his 
fortunes  that  shaded  his  countenance  with  the  gloom  of  despair, 
and  betrayed  the  increasing  agonies  of  his  guilty  heart.  That 
such  was  the  state  of  his  mind  is  clear,  from  his  anxiety  to 
learn  from  others,  what  they  supposed  his  fate  would  be  sliould 
he  fall  into  the  hands  of  his  countrymen.  While  commanding 
the  predatory  expedition  on  the  shores  of  Virginia,  a  service 
peculiarly  suited  to  his  character,  it  is  stated,  that  on  one  oc- 
casion, when  some  danger  appeared  of  his  being  taken,  he 
asked  an  officer  near  him, — "What  treatment  think  you.  Sir, 
am  I  to  look  for  should  the  I'ebels  make  me  their  prisoner." 
"  I  have  no  doubt,"  replied  the  officer,  "  though  my  frankness 
may  offend,  but  that  they  wnll  cut  off  the  leg  that  was  wounded 
in  storming  the  British  lines  at  Saratoga,  and  bury  it  with  the 
honours  of  war,  but  having  no  respect  for  the  rest  of  your  body, 
they  will  gil)bet  it."  Tlie  contempt  that  followed  him  through 
life,  is  further  illustrated  by  the  speech  of  the  present  Lord 


274  REVOLUTIONARY    ANECDOTES. 

Laudei'dale,  who,  perceiving  Arnold  on  the  right  hand  of  tlie 
King,  and  near  his  i)erson,  as  he  addressed  his  Parhanient,  de- 
clared, on  his  return  to  the  Commons,  "that  however  gracious 
the  language  he  had  heard  from  the  throne,  his  indignation 
could  not  hut  be  highly  excited,  l)eholding,  as  he  had  done,  his 
Majesty  supported  l)y  a  traitor.''  And  on  another  occasion. 
Lord  Surry,  since  Duke  of  Norfolk,  rising  to  speak  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  perceiving  Arnold  in  the  gallery,  sat 
down  with  precipitation,  exclaiming,  "I  will  not  speak  while 
that  man  (pointing  to  him)  is  in  the  House."  I  myself  wit- 
nessed a  remarkably  strong  proof  of  it.  Sitting  in  a  Coffee- 
house at  Cowes,  in  1792,  witli  a  British  officer  of  high  dis- 
tinction, he  purposely  turned  the  conversation  on  the  blessings 
of  the  Americans,  declaring  with  earnestness,  that  he  believed 
them  happier,  and  more  to  be  envied  than  any  people  in  the 
world.  A  stranger  who  sat  near,  and  who  appeared  intent  on 
these  encomiums,  rose  hastily  and  left  the  room,  wdien  my 
companion  said,  "I  perceive  that  you  are  unacquainted  with 
the  traitor,  once  the  pride  of  your  army  ;  the  man  who  has 
just  retired  is  Benedict  Arnold.  The  language  which  1  used 
must  have  appeared  extravagant.  I  spoke  of  America  with 
enthusiasm,  to  make  him  feel  his  degradation,  as  no  one,  in  my 
o])inion,  so  highly  merits  execration."  Well  then  may  we  say 
to  fame, 

"Here  and  there  leave  a  blank  in  the  page, 
"To  record  the  fair  deeds  of  his  youth. 
"When  you  speak  of  the  deeds  of  his  age, 
"Leave  a  blank  for  his  honour  and  truth."" 

SiK  C.  H.  Williams. 

Or  still  more  forcibly  to  speak  our  abhorence, 

"Let  ignominy  brand  his  hated  name, 

"Let  modest  matrons  at  his  mention  start, 

"And  blushing  virgins,  when  they  read  our  annals, 

"Skip  o'er  the  guilty  page  that  holds  his  legend, 

"And  blot  the  noble  work." 

Shakspeare. 

It  must  ever  be  lamented,  that  whik^  so  generous  and  high 
spirited  a  soldier  as  Aiuh-e  paid  tlie  penalty  of  the  treason,  the 
traitor  should  live  to  enjoy  pecuniary  recompense  and  com- 
mand. I  cannot  say  /union t\  for  from  the  moment  of  his 
apostacy,   he  sunk   into   the   most   profound  abyss  of  infamy. 
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The  very  services  required  of  him,  showed  the  oi)iuioii  of  the 
Cominander-in-Chief.  What  was  tlie  object  in  Virginia'!' 
Plunder.  AVhat  at  New-London  ?  Dent  paction.  lie  was  an 
adept  at  both,  and  failed  not  to  add  to  tlie  black  catalogue  of 
his  former  atrocities.  To  finish  the  climax  of  iniquity,  as  if 
insensible  to  the  results  contemplated  by  his  treason,  the 
destruction  of  the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  of  the  friends 
who  had  fought  by  his  side,  he  has  presumed  to  saj, — "-That 
as  Major  Andre  came  within  the  American  posts  at  his  request, 
he  ought  also,  under  the  same  sanction,  to  have  been  allowed 
to  return  in  safety."  In  otiier  words  ;  after  having  obtained 
every  possible  information  as  to  our  strength  and  resources, 
and  having  learnt  the  points  at  which  West  Point  was  most 
assailable,  that  he  should  have  been  allowed  to  connnunicate 
all  this  to  an  active  enemy,  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  it- 
Such  is  his  reasoning.  He  then  proceeds  to  threats.  "I  have 
further  to  observe  that  forty  gentlemen,  inhabitants  of  South 
Carolina,  have  justly  forfeited  their  lives,  which  have  hitherto 
been  spared,  through  the  clemency  of  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  who  cannot,  with  propriety,  extend  his  mercy  to  them 
any  longer,  if  Major  Andre  suffers,  which  will  open  a  scene  of 
blood  at  which  humanity  will  revolt."  It  is  well  known  that 
the  falsity  of  the  accusation  against  these  patriotic  citizens 
was  so  gross,  that  the  British  never  attempted  to  support  it. 
Had  but  a  shadow  of  reason  appeared  to  countenance  it,  there 
is  no  doubt  but  that  severity  would  have  been   pushed  to    its 

utmost  limit. 

36 
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MAJOE   ANDRE. 

It  is  certainly  a  very  singular  circnnistance,  that  Andre 
should,  in  a  very  satirical  Poem,  have  foretold  his  own  fate. 
It  was  called  the  "''Cow  Chace^''  and  was  published  by  Riviiig- 
ton,  at  New  York,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  an  expedi- 
tion undertaken  by  Wayne  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
cattle.  Great  liberties  are  taken  with  the  American  officers 
employed  on  the  occasion.     With 

"Harry  Lee  and  his  Dragoon?,  and  Proctor  with  his  cannon," 

but  the  point  of  his  irony  seemed  particularly  aimed  at  Wayne^ 
whose  entire  baggage,  he  asserts,  was  taken,  containing 

His  Congress  dollars,  and  his  prog, 
"His  military  speeches : 
"His  cornstalk  whiskey  for  his  grog, 
"Black  stockings  and  blue  breeches. 

And  concludes  by  observing,  that  it  is  neccessary  to  check 
the  current  of  satire, 

"Lest  the  same  warrio-drover  Wayno, 
"Should  catch — and  hang  the  Poet." 

He  was  actually  taken  by  a  i)arty  from  a  division  of  the 
army  inunediately  under  the  command  of  Wayne. 
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CAPTORS  OF  ANDRE. 

I  SHALL  not  further  notice  the  attempt  to  take  from  the  cap- 
tors of  Major  Andre,  the  credit  so  justly  acquired  by  their 
refusing  the  bribes  wliicli  he  offered,  tlian  to  express  my  satis- 
faction at  its  complete  failure.  To  deprive  such  men  of  hon- 
ours, that  not  only  established  their  fame,  but  increased  tlie 
reputation  of  their  conntry,  merely  on  report,  and  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  prisoner,  is,  indeed,  as  has  been  forcibly  said, — 
"To  tear  the  fairest  leaf  from  our  history."  But  after  the  in- 
sult offered  to  public  sentiment,  by  the  attempt  to  insinuate 
that  Pntuam  wanted  conrage;  that  the  veteran,  who  throngh 
a  long  course  of  service,  and  to  his  last  hour  possessed  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  Father  of  his  country,  whose  achieve- 
ments the  painter  and  historian  have  delighted  to  celebrate, 
shrunk  from  his  duty,  we  may  well  say, 

"What  worth  so  strong 
"Can  tie  the  gall  up  in  the  slanderous  tousjue."  Shakspeare. 

Fascinated  by  the  manners  and  character  of  Major  Andre, 
and  particularly  by  the  firmness  he  displayed,  it  is  evident  that 
Major  Talmadge  was  prepared  to  believe  whatever  he  might 
assert ;  for  he  stands  too  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  brother 
oflicers,  and  of  the  community,  to  be  suspected  of  a  desire  to 
depreciate  the  merits  of  men  to  whom  honour  is  due.  But 
why  such  delay — why  suffer  medals  to  be  delivered  to  them  in 
presence  of  the  army,  in  testimony  of  fidelity.  Why  suffer 
Congress  to  settle  a  pension  on  each,  reciting  in  their  journals, 
"In  consequence  of  their  virtue  in  refusing  a  large  sum  offered 
to  them  by  Major  Andre,  as  a  bribe  to  permit  him  to  escape;" 
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and  then,  after  a  lapse  of  37  years,  assert,  "that  had  tlie  bribe 
been  higher,  the  men  possessing  the  l)lessings  of  their  country, 
would  have  been  stigmatized  by  its  curses."  An  extract  of  a 
letter  from  General  Hamilton,  in  1780,  to  Colonel  Sears,  of 
Boston,  settles  the  point  to  my  satisfaction.  He  says,  "to  the 
conduct  of  Arnold,  that  of  the  captors  of  Andre  forms  a 
striking  contrast.  He  tempted  their  integrity  witli  the  offer 
of  his  watch,  his  horse,  and  any  sum  of  money  they  should 
name.  They  rejected  his  offers  with  indignation  ;  and  the 
gold  which  could  seduce  a  man,  high  in  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  his  country,  who  liad  the  remembrance  of  past  ex- 
ploits, the  motives  of  present  reputation  and  future  glory  to 
prop  his  integrity,  had  no  charms  for  three  simple  countrymen, 
leaning  only  on  their  virtue  and  a  sense  of  their  duty."  While 
Arnold  is  handed  down  with  execration  to  future  times,  pos- 
terity will  repeat  with  reverence  the  name  of  Yan  Vert, 
Paulding,  and  Williams. 

To  commemorate  the  capture  of  Major  Andre,  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  British  army.  Congress  ordered  a  Medal  to  be 
struck,  highly  flattering  to  the  patriotic  virtue  of  the  soldiers 
who  arrested  him  : 

Device. — A  Shield. 
Legend. — FiDKLrrT. 
Reverse. — A  Wreath. 
Legend. — Vincit  Amor  Patri^. 
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COMPAKATIVE  SUFFERING  OF  THE  CONTENDING 

ARMIES. 


Before  I  make  a  comparison  relative  to  the  deo;rees  of  ca- 
lamitous suffering  experienced  l)y  the  contending  armies,  1 
would  brieliy  contrast  their  situation  at  the  commencement  of 
hostilities,  when  candour  will  not  hesitate  to  pronounce,  that 
every  advantage  was  on  the  side  of  the  British  forces.  Nor 
would  it  surprise,  when  my  statement  is  brought  to  a  conclu- 
sion, that  my  reader  should  accord  with  the  opinion  of  a  late 
writer,  and  exclaim,  "How  much  must  we  ever  admire  the 
constancy  and  heroism  of  that  band,  whom  defeat  could  not 
conquer,  or  calamity  sul)due — who  rallied  in  the  face  of  adverse 
fortune,  and  found  a  noble  compensation  for  her  reverses  in 
the  sacredness  of  that  cause  to  which  they  had  oifered  up  the 
libation  of  their  blood,  and  the  tribute  of  their  lives.  A  cause 
on  which  they  had  conferred  an  unfading  splendour  by  the 
]iractice,  of  moi'e  than  the  courtesies  of  civilized  warfare,  in 
the  midst  of  provocations,  which  would  have  justified  a  retalia- 
tion full,  sanguinary,  and  exterminating.'" 

The  invaders  approached  our  coasts  prepared  at  all  points 
for  conquest.  Attached  by  the  tenderest  ties  of  affection  and 
consanguinity  to  the  Parent  State,  the  people  of  America  had 
indulged  the  delusive  idea,  that  a  few  commercial  restrictions, 
aided  l)y  the  justice  of  their  claims,  and  humility  with  which 
they  were  oifered  to  the  throne,  would  speedily  efl'ect  a  rec<Mi- 
ciliation  with  it.      An  appeal  to  arms  had  never  been  seriously 
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contemplated, — no  preparation  liad  been  made  for  defence, — 
and  an  absolnte  want  of  every  military  implement,  of  ammu- 
nition, troops,  and  money,  prevailed  tlironghouttlie  continent, 
when  the  peaceable  inliabitants  beheld  tliemselves  invaded  by 
tlie  hostile  armies  of  a  nation,  according  to  tlie  prejudice  of 
long  cherished  opinion,  the  most  powerful  and  bravest  in  the 
world. 

While  the  distresses  experienced  were  fully  proportioned  to 
the  extent  of  the  delusion,  they  produced  the  advantage  of 
rendering  the  firmness  of  the  American  character  conspicuously 
eminent.  The  rich  contributed  their  fortunes  for  the  support 
of  the  war — ^they  enlightened  their  abilities,  to  fix  the  waver- 
ing, convince  the  unfriendly,  and  give  unanimity  to  all.  A 
general  conformity  of  opinion,  with  regard  to  the  necessity  of 
opposition,  was  the  immediate  consequence.  Every  idea  of 
personal  danger  or  inconvenience,  was  lost  in  the  desire  of  con- 
tributing to  the  public  weal.  The  spirit  of  enterprise  was 
universal — it  nerved  every  arm,  and  animated  every  bosom. 
Old  age  forgot  its  weakness — decrepitude  its  infirmities — the 
levities  of  youtli  were  laid  aside,  and  the  only  contention  was, 
who  should  be  foremost  in  the  career  of  glory — who  should 
render  the  most  essential  services  to  his  country.  These  cir- 
cumstances premised,  we  can  more  justly  estimate  the  virtues 
and  sufferings  of  the  hostile  armies  contending  for  superiority. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  (^eoi'ge  Germaine, 
giving  an  account  of  the  battle  of  Guildford,  says,  "The  con- 
duct and  actions  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  that  compose  this 
little  army,  will  do  more  justice  to  their  merit,  than  I  can  do 
by  words.  Their  persevering  intrepidity  in  action,  their  in- 
vincible patience  in  the  hardships  and  fatigues  of  a  march  of 
above  six  hundi-ed  miles,  in  which  they  forded  several  large 
rivers  and  numberless  creeks,  many  of  which  would  be  reckoned 
large  rivers  in  any  other  country  in  the  world,  without  tents 
or  covering  against  the  climate,  and  often  witliout  provisions, 
will  siiflicicHtly  manifest  their  ardent  zeal  f  »r  the  honour  and 
interest  of  their  Sovereign  and  country." 

If  a])atient  endurance  of  ])rivations  and  difHculties,  such  as 
are   here  mentioned,  give  claim  to  distinction,   how  pi-e-emi- 
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nently  superior  tniist  we  consider  the  merits  of  the  Continental 
Soldiers,  contending  without  a  ninrniur,  through  along  course 
of  service,  against  the  accumulated  miseries  oi  famine^  naked- 
ness and  disease.  The  British,  though  occasionally  restricted 
in  the  indulgence  of  their  appetites,  and  scantily  supplied  with 
food,  were  abundantly  furnished  with  every  necessary  article 
of  clothing,  were  well  shod,  enjoyed  an  ample  supply  of  salt 
and  liquor,  when  engaged  in  active  service  ;  and  in  sickness, 
were  liberally  supported  with  wine,  medicine,  and  every  com- 
fort that  could  mitigate  the  severity  of  disease.  Their  arms 
and  accoutremeuts  were  perfect,  and  auimuuition  so  abundant, 
that  no  soldier  carried  less  than  thirty-six  rouuds  ;  and  when 
in  expectation  of  battle,  each  individual  was  accommodated 
with  a  double  supply.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Continental 
Troops,  exposed  to  every  inclemency  of  weather,  without  one 
comfortable  article  of  clothing,  without  shoes,  without  blankets, 
without  salt.  li(|uor,  or  medicine,  ])oorly  fed,  badly  armed,  and 
scantily  furnished  with  ammunition,  could  alone  support  the 
severity  of  their  trials,  by  tlie  steadiness  of  their  principles, 
and  perfect  conviction  of  the  justice  of  the  cause  in  which  they 
fought.  Their  zeal  too  acquired  an  energy  which  danger 
seemed  only  to  improve  ;  and  from  adversity  they  derived  new 
honour  by  the  inflexible  firmness  with  which  tliey  met  its 
severest  trials.  This  is  no  delusive  representation  !  With  less 
devotion  to  their  cherished  creed,  "6'/'  death.,  or  Liberty^'' 
nature  must  have  sunk  under  the  oppression  of  calamity.  Let 
us  for  a  moment  more  particularly  view  the  miseries  to  which 
they  were  exposed  !  When  on  a  march,  from  the  want  of  shoes, 
they  might  have  been  traced  by  the  blood  flowing  from  their 
lacerated  feet.  When  in  camp,  the  most  gallant  soldiers  of  the 
liue,  who  never  turned  their  backs  upon  an  enemy,  have  often 
been  discovered  shrinking  from  observation,  and  soliciting  to 
1)6  excused  from  duty,  from  the  shame  attending  the  absolute 
want  of  clothing  to  cover  their  nakedness.  To  the  comforts 
enjoyed  by  their  opponents  they  were  altogether  strangers. 
Salt  was  a  luxury  when  it  could  be  obtained,  and  liquor  still 
more  so  ;  but  rarely  indeed  did  they  partake  of  either.  Often 
were  they  known  to  subsist  for  weeks  together  on   rice  alone  ; 
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the  food  (from  the  received  oi)iiiion  that  it  produced  hh'udne^s) 
tlie  most  hateful  to  them  ;  unless,  when  the  neighboring  ponds 
and  ditches  afforded  a  mess  of  Frogs  and  Crayiish,  or  a  scanty 
sup})lj  M^as  tendered  of  beef,  so  miserably  poor,  that  it  was 
not  unconnnon  to  support  for  slaughter,  the  wretched  animal 
on  which  they  were  invited  to  feed. 

A  letter  from  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  dated  xlugust  14th,  1780, 
to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  gives  the  clearest  proofs,  both 
of  their  sufferings  and  Udelity.  lie  writes,  "You  may  judge 
of  the  virtues  of  our  small  army  from  the  following  fact.  We 
liave,  for  several  days,  lived  upon  nothing  but  peaches,  and  I 
have  heard  no  complaint.     There  has  been  no  desertion." 

Of  liquor  it  would  be  farcical  to  speak.  One  quart  of 
spirits  per  head  to  each  officer,  one  gill  to  every  private  sen- 
tinel, being  the  allowance  distributed  once  every  fortnight  by 
the  issuing  Commissary.  Arms,  with  the  exception  of  bayonets, 
were  in  snfficient  abundance  ;  but  the  supply  of  annnunition 
so  very  scanty,  that  on  one  occasion,  when  called  on  to  examine 
the  quantit}^  possessed  by  the  Legion  Infantry,  in  momentary 
expectation  of  engaging  the  British,  within  view  of  their  post 
at  the  Quarter-House,  I  found  that  it  did  not  exceed  three 
rounds  to  a  mail.  This  is  a  topic  that  may,  with  propriety,  be 
more  particularly  dwelt  upon,  since  deprived  of  the  most  es- 
sential means  of  resistance,  to  face  danger  with  undaunted 
spirit,  gave  evident  proof  of  superior  fortitude,  and  higher 
title  to  praise.  I  will  mention  an  occurrence  of  a  very  singular 
nature,  and  certainly  interesting,  as  the  fate  of  the  army  in  a 
great  measure  depended  on  it.  After  the  retreat  of  the 
American  army_  across  the  Yadkin,  Dr.  William  Read,  super- 
intending the  General  Hospital,  received  instruction  from 
General  (ireenc  to  organize  a  guard  of  invalids  and  convales- 
cents, as  well  for  the  protection  of  the  stores  of  the  Depart- 
ment, as  i'or  the  l)etter  security  of  several  prisoners  committed 
to  his  charge.  Thirty  stand  of  arms  was  furnished  for  the 
purpose.  Such,  at  the  moment,  was  the  enfeebled  state  of  the 
army,  that  the  General,  ordering  Dr.  liead  to  incline  to  the 
left,  and  to  reach  \'irginia  by  the  nearest  route,  said,  "You 
are  to  march   through  a  country  much   disaffected,  yet    1  can 
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neither  spare  you  <i  sufficiency  of  ainnuinition,  nor  a  niilitary 
superintendent ;  you  must  use  every  exertion  to  defeiul  your- 
self, and  all  expedition  to  reacli  your  destination.""  The 
General  himself,  taking  a  road  to  the  right,  an  annnunition 
wagon  that  had  been  sent  forward,  deviated  from  its  coui'se, 
and  actually  preceded  the  party  attached  to  the  Hospital  De- 
partment. On  its  being  discovered  that  it  was  missing,  Major 
Call,  of  Washington's,  was  detached  in  search  of  it,  but  was 
unsuccessful  in  all  his  inquiries,  when  falling  in  with  Dr.  Read, 
he  delivered  a  letter  from  the  General,  earnestly  urging  him 
to  use  every  possible  means  to  discover  and  secure  it,  and  to 
send  the  contents,  which  were  highly  important  to  the  army, 
with  all  expedition,  and  by  the  most  direct  route  to  him.  On 
reaching  Salem,  the  wagon,  wdiich  had  been  particularly 
described  by  the  General,  was  discovered  in  the  principal 
street,  locked  up,  and  to  all  appearance  its  contents  untouched. 
A  report  had  been  spread  that  Cornwallis  had  crossed  the 
Yadkin,  and  several  Georgia  families  flying  to  the  North,  and 
the  women,  generally  wearing  red  cloaks,  appearing  in  view, 
had  been  mistaken  by  the  drivers  for  the  enemy,  who  innne- 
diately  cut  loose  their  horses,  abandoned  their  charge,  and 
mounting  them,  precipitately  fled.  Dr.  Head,  in  compliance 
with  his  instructions,  now  applied  to  Mr.  Trangut  Baggu,  the 
respectable  principal  of  the  Moravian  Settlement,  telling  him 
that  necessity  compelled  him  immediately  to  put  in  requisition 
a  certain  number  of  men  and  horses,  whose  services  could  not 
be  dispensed  with,  and  who  acting  faithfully,  would  be  liberally 
rewarded.  Abundant  objections  were  immediately  raised,  as 
any  service  promoting  the  purposes  of  war,  militated  directly 
against  the  principles  of  the  Society ;  but  these  being  quickly 
overruled,  the  cartridges  which  the  wagon  contained  were 
carefully  packed  in  sacks,  and  sent  oti'  on  six  stout  horses, 
under  the  direction  of  men  wdio  could  be  relied  on,  and  who, 
crossing  the  country  by  an  unfrequented  route,  reached  the 
General  in  safety.  To  the  honour  of  the  Superintendent,  I 
was  informed  by  Dr.  Read,  that  tendering  pay  for  the  attention 
shown  to  the  sick  and  wounded,  he  said,  "they  were  sufficiently 
afflicted  by  their  suflerings,  and  that  he  could  not  think  of 
37 
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aggravating  misfortuiie  by  draining  tlieir  purses."  To  Lieuten- 
ant Saunders,  an  officer  severely  wounded,  who  wished  to 
compensate  him  for  distinguished  civilities  received,  by  his 
orders,  lie  said,  "were  I  disposed  to  take  your  money,  humanity 
would  forbid  it.  The  groans  that  you  uttered  during  the  last 
night,  too  sensibly  excite  my  pity  to  suffer  me  to  think  of  re- 
ceiving compensation  for  the  trilling  services  I  liave  been  able 
to  render  you."  When  Dr.  Read  wished  to  settle  his  own 
private  l)ill,  the  worthy  Princi])al  decidedly  refused  all  re- 
muneration, saying,  with  much  expression  of  feeling, — ''You 
have  passed  the  night  with<»nt  sleep,  administering  comfort  and 
consolation  to  the  affiicted  :  you  have  mitigated  the  sufferings 
of  you]'  fellow  men  ;  such  conduct  too  highly  excites  my  ad- 
mii'ation,  to  suffer  me  to  treat  you  otherwise  than  as  a  brother. 
Accept,  gratuitously,  what  you  have  received,  and  be  assured, 
that  to  the  l)est  that  I  can  bestow  you  shall  ever  be  welcome."" 
In  Eur()})ean  warfare  the  loss  of  a  single  ammunition  wagon 
Avould  1)0  regarded  as  a  circumstance  too  trivial  to  excite 
anxiety,  or  to  be  mentioned  with  regret;  but  at  the  period 
whicl)  I  sj)eak  of,  the  scarcity  of  powder  and  ball  was  such 
that  it  became  necessary  to  husband  them  with  the  strictest 
attention  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  questioned,  but  that  the  cliance 
of  victory  to  America,  at  the  well  contested  battle  of  Guildford, 
wliicli  immediately  followed,  must  have  been  greatly  diminish- 
ed but  for  tlie  important  service  rendered  by  Dr.  Read.  But 
at  a  later  period,  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  want  of  am- 
munition were  still  further  increased.  It  is  well  known,  tliat 
in  the  year  1781,  when  the  services  of  General  Marion  Mere 
most  required  to  check  the  depredations  of  an  active  enemy, 
that  fi'om  tlie  deficiency  of  this  essential  article,  he  was  too 
fr('(|uciitly  conq)e]led  torenuiin  in  a  state  of  inactivity.  Writing 
to  General  Greene  on  the  subject.  Colonel  Otho  Williams,  the 
second  in  command,  rcpHed,  "General  Greene  being  absent,  I 
took  the  liberty  of  o])ening  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant. 
Our  stock  of  annnunition  is  quite  exhausted.  We  have  not  an 
ounce  of  i)0wder,  nor  a  cartridge  in   store." 

To  return    to  the  miseries  sustained   from  other  ])rivations 
An  officer  of  raidi,  belonging  to  our  army,  severely  wounded 
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at  Gates'  defeat,  iiifonned  nie,  that  as  he  passed  over  the  held 
of  battle  in  the  wan'oii  which  was  to  convey  him  to  Camden,  a 
Sergeant  of  the  33d  British  Regiment  looking  into  it,  with  an 
expression  of  generous  sympathy,  said,  "You  appear.  Sir, 
severely  injured,  and  much  exhausted  by  tlie  loss  of  blood. 
Take  my  canteen,  its  contents  may  revive  and  strengthen 
you."  An  expression  of  compassionate  feeling,  at  all  times 
fascinating,  could  not,  at  such  a  period,  be  received  but  with 
peculiar  gratitude.  The  gift  was  accepted,  and  contained 
wine  of  an  excellent  quality.  Let  me  suppose  that  other 
soldiers  were  supplied  with  liquor  as  lil)erally  as  this  benevo- 
lent Sergeant,  and  how  great  the  contrast  with  the  condition 
of  our  unfortunates,  who,  for  many  days  previous  to  the  battle, 
had  not,  even  under  the  pressure  of  their  greatest  fatigues,  been 
cheered  with  a  single  glass  of  spirits.  Dr.  William  Read,  su- 
perintending the  Continental  Hospital  at  Hillsborough,  subse- 
quent to  the  defeat  at  Camden,  making  a  representation  to 
General  Gates,  of  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  sick  and 
wounded,  was  asked  by  him,  "What  have  you  to  comfort 
them  ?"  "Literally  nothing,"  replied  Dr.  Read.  "Then," 
rejoined  the  General,  "their  situation  is  truly  deplorable,  since 
I  neither  possess  the  means  of  yielding  present  relief,  nor  im- 
mediate prospect  of  affording  any." 

Even  to  those  who  still  retained  their  health,  the  loss  of 
baggage  was  attended  with  incalculable  increase  of  calamity — 
the  comfort  of  a  necessary  change  of  linen  was  denied ;  and 
more  than  one  othcer,  from  the  inq)ossibility  of  appearing  with 
decency  on  parade,  was  compelled  altogether  to  avoid  it. 

Of  the  deplorable  situation  of  the  Continental  officers,  even 
of  the  highest  grade,  some  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  fact 
I  am  about  to  relate,  and  which  may  be  relied  on  as  perfectly 
correct.  Dr.  Fayssoux  joining  the  army  of  General  Greene 
in  North  Carolina,  called  at  the  hut  of  General  Huger,  the 
second  second  in  command,  but  was  refused  admission.  The 
Doctor  insisted  on  his  right  to  enter,  the  sentinel  in  conformity 
to  his  orders,  denied  it.  The  altercation  was  heard  by  the 
General,  who  recognizing  the  voice  of  his  friend,  desired  that 
he  might  be  allowed  to    pass  into    the  hut.      "  Pardon  me, 
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Doctor,"  said  the  General,  who  hiy  ontlie  ground  wrapped  np 
in  an  old  military  cloak,  "  for  giving  yon  so  nngracions  a  re- 
ception ;  but,  the  fact  is,  the  chances  of  war  have  robbed  me 
of  every  comfort,  and  I  confined  myself  to  solitnde  and  an  old 
cloak,  while  my  washerwoman  prepares  for  a  future  occasion, 
the  only  shirt  I  own."  If  an  officer  of  distinguished  rank, 
universally  beloved  and  respected,  for  whose  accommodation 
there  was  not  an  individual  in  the  service  who  would  not  have 
made  sacrifices,  was  thus  circumstanced,  what  must  have  been 
the  miseries  of  the  lower  grades,  and  wretchedness  of  the 
private  sentinels  ?  Applying  to  a  gentleman,  on  the  accuracy 
of  whose  information  I  could  place  the  most  implicit  confidence, 
relative  to  the  sufferings  of  the  army  after  the  battle  of  Guild- 
ford, he  replied,  "  I  have  known  the  whole  army  subsist  for 
several  days  on  Indian  Corn,  grated  down  on  tin  canteens,  in 
which  holes  had  been  punched  for  the  occasion,  having  no 
other  subsistence  of  bread  kind,  every  mill  having  been  des- 
troyed by  the  enemy.  This  was  ])articulai'ly  the  case  during 
the  pursuit  of  the  army  of  Cornwallis  retiring  upon  Wilming- 
ton, when  such  was  the  extremity  of  suffering,  from  the  want 
of  animal  food,  that  the  Continental  Soldiers  were  feign  to  put 
up  with  the  offal  left  in  the  slaughter-pens  of  the  retreating 
army.  Of  our  privations  relative  to  the  comforts  of  necessary 
clothing  against  the  inclemencies  of  a  rigorous  season,  I  can, 
with  truth,  assure  yon,  that  for  the  greater  part  of  the  winter 
I  shared  with  General  linger  and  Colonel  Kosciusko,  an  old 
cloak  of  the  General's,  being  without  a  blanket,  or  any  other 
protection  whatever." 

From  long,  rjiarches,  incessant  fatigue,  and  scanty  and  un- 
wholesome food,  the  diseases  which  prevailed,  had,  for  the  most 
part,  a  malignant  tendency,  and  stimulants  were  considered  as 
essential  to  counteract  their  threatening  symptoms.  AV^ine, 
spirit,  and  the  medicines  that  were  most  requisite,  were  not  to 
be  procured,  and  on  decoctions  of  snake-root  alone,  to  obtain 
which  the  whole  country  was  ransacked,  depended  the  chance 
to  tbc  afHicted,  of  recovery.  Where  surgery  was  necessary  to 
give  relief,  the  (lifficuUy  to  the<)])erator  was  no  less  distressing. 
When   the  galhvnt  Cai)tain  Watts,  of  Washington "s    fell    at 
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Eutaw,  a  ball  having  passed  through  his  lungs,  Dr.  Irvine 
assured  nie  that  he  was  compelled  to  cnt  up  a  tent  found  on 
the  iield  to  make  bandages,  before  he  could  dress  his  wounds. 
On  another  occasion,  I  knew  a  gentleman  attached  to  the 
Medical  Department,  whose  anxious  mother,  at  the  moment 
of  his  departure  for  the  army,  apprehending  accident  to  him- 
self, slipped  six  rolls  of  bandages  into  his  portmanteau,  and 
who  assured  me,  that  a  smart  engagement  speedily  following, 
none  other  were  to  be  found  for  the  relief  of  the  wounded, 
than  the  bandages  in  his  possession.  The  evidence  of  the 
medical  gentlemen  who  still  survive,  Drs.  Eead,  Irvine, 
Broomfield,  and  Stephens,  if  it  w^ere  necessary  to  call  for  it, 
would  fully  coroborate  the  statement  made  of  the  total  want 
of  the  supplies  essential  to  the  support  of  exhausted  nature. 
And  in  more  than  one  instance,  I  have  myself  beheld  the  hardy 
veteran  sink  into  his  grave,  to  whom  even  a  small  portion  of 
renovating  wine  or  cordial  might  have  restored  sutMcient  vigor 
to  resist  the  fatal  pressure  of  disease.  In  addition  to  this  evil, 
despondency  too  frequently  gave  birth  to  that  longing  after 
home,  productive  of  the  most  fatal  consequences.  One  in- 
stance is  very  strongly  impressed  on  my  recollection.  Emblen, 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  soldiers  of  the  Legion,  who  had 
but  a  few  days  before  exhibited,  in  action,  consummate  bravery, 
applied  to  Captain  Rudolph  for  permission  to  visit  his  friends 
in  Jersey.  "  I  would  willingly  grant  you  permission,"  said 
Rudolph,  "  but  consider,  Emblen,  how  pernicious  the  example 
which  you  set.  Others  will  think  themselves  equally  entitled 
with  yourself  to  demand  a  furlough,  and  what  will  be  the 
consequence.  If  granted,  much  injury  will  be  done  to  the 
service,  if  refused,  just  cause  given  for  offence."  "  I  know 
Captain,  that  you  are  right,"  replied  the  unfortunate  petitioner, 
"  but  sensibly  feel,  that  to  me  denial  is  death,"  He  had  not, 
at  the  period,  a  symptom  of  disease,  never  after  uttered  a 
complaint,  and  in  three  days  was  a  corpse.  The  Irish  and 
Northern  soldiers,  though  insensible  of  danger  in  the  field, 
were,  in  the  event  of  sickness,  more  than  all  others  subject  to 
despondency ;  insomuch,  that  it  was  constantly  said,  "  Let  a 
Yankee  or  Irishman  say,  I  will  die,  and  all  medical  aid  might 
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be  witlilield,  since  die  he  wovM^  Equal,  then,  in  active 
courage  to  tlieir  adversaries,  I  do  not  consider  it  an  unfair  con- 
clusion, to  say,  that  in  adverse  fortune,  they  greatly  surpassed 
them,  or  probably  any  other  soldiers  that  ever  took  the  field. 
The  opinion  of  General  Charles  Lee,  which  I  consider  as  high 
authority,  was  to  this  effect.  "1  solemnly  declare,  that  were  it 
my  choice  to  select  from  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  to  form 
an  excellent  and  perfect  army,  I  would  without  hesitation  give 
the  preference  to  Americans.  By  publishing  this  opinion,  I 
cannot  incur  the  suspicion  of  paying  court  to  tlieir  vanity,  as 
it  is  notoriously  the  language  which  I  have  ever  held.'"'^ 

The  sentiment  which  I  have  advanced  is  still  further  cor- 
roborated by  the  steadiness  with  which  they  adhered  to  the 
standard  of  their  country,  since  in  defiance  of  all  the  tempta- 
tions held  out  to  encourage  desertion,  pardon  for  treason, 
pecuniary  reward,  and  lil)eral  ]U'omotion,  the  miseries  of  rags 
and  rice  w^ere  forgotten,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  immediate 
hour  lost,  in  the  cheering  hope  of  a  more  propitious  futurity. 
The  Anecdote  which  follows  evinces  the  accurary  of  my  state- 
ment. During  the  severity  of  the  winter  campaign  in  North 
Carolina,  General  Greene,  passing  a  sentinel  who  was  barefoot, 
said,  "  I  fear-  my  good  fellow,  you  must  suffer  from  cold." 
"Pretty  much  so,"  was  the  reply  ;  "but  I  do  not  com]>haiii, 
because  I  know  that  I  should  fare  better,  had  our  General 
power  to  procure  supjdies.  They  say,  however,  that  in  a  few 
days  we  shall  have  a  fight,  and  then,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
I  shall  take  care  to  secure  a  ])air  of   shoes." 

Nor  did  the  retirement  of  the  enemy  within  their  lines, 
cause  any  mit-igation  of  suffering.  Who  but  one  that  ex- 
perienced the  calamity,  can  form  a,  conception  of  the  wretched- 
ness of  the  soldier  exposed,  in  a  dreary  pine  barren,  to  the 
scorching  heat  of  an  almost  vertic^al  sun,  without  a  bi'eeze  to 
renovate  his  enfeebled  strength,  or  a  single  comfort  to  cheer 
liim,  experiencing  the  still  severer  evils  of  the  night,  when 
baleful  \a]>oiirs,  loaded  with  ])estilential  effluvium,  and  dews 
that  chilled  even  to  the   marrow  of  his  bones,  associated   with 
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the  incessant  l)iizzini^-  and  goading  stings  of  innunieralde  in- 
sects, bid  defiance  to  tlie  comfort  and  refreslinient  of  sleep,  and 
caused  tlic  day,  with  its  comparatively  trivial  horrors,  to  he 
longed  for  again. 

To  the  enemy  the  loss  of  men  by  desertion,  was  alone  pre- 
vented by  the  difficulties  impeding  every  elFort  to  escape.  The 
Navy,  always  on  the  alert,  cut  oS  every  possibility  of  escape 
by  water  ;  and  by  land,  the  neck  on  which  Charleston  stands 
was  the  only  outlet.  Yet  many  did  pass  it,  and  it  was  to  the 
vigilance  alone  of  their  Black  Dragoons,  whose  orders  were 
"  to  strike  and  spare  not,"  that  the  nund)er  was  not  greatly 
augmented.  Had  but  the  opportunity  been  afforded  to  the 
battalions  of  Hesse,  few  of  their  number  would  ever  have  re- 
turned to  Germany.  Fourteen  of  these  unfortunates,  detected 
on  one  occasien  in  an  attempt  to  escape,  were  found  by  our 
patrol,  near  their  outposts,  cut  up  to  atoms.  And  there  need 
no  stronger  proof  of  their  anxiety  to  remain,  than  to  mention, 
that  on  the  night  of  the  evacuation  of  the  city,  considerably 
upwards  of  one  hundred  Gernuins  were  brought  to  the  main 
Guard,  who  had  concealed  themselves  in  chimnies  and  common 
sewers,  risking  their  lives,  and  supporting  for  many  days  all 
the  miseries  of  hunger  and  thirst,  rather  than  return  to  their 
Prince,  and  the  soil  of  their  nativity. 

I  would  next  endeavor,  by  candid  comparison,  to  prove,  that 
in  generosity  to  their  enemies  the  soldiers  of  the  American 
army  had  decided  claims  to  superiority.  The  intrepid  band, 
whose  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Liberty  had  taught  them  not 
only  how  to  act,  but  how  to  suffer,  by  the  same  inspiration  of 
exalted  feeling,  had  learnt  to  temper  the  triumphs  of  victory 
with  mercy  and  forbearance.  Ready  on  all  occasions  to  meet 
and  actively  repel  the  hostileattacksof  an  approaching  enemy, 
none  were  more  happy  to  spare  a  suppliant  foe,  than  the 
soldiers  of  America. 

Parcere  sitbjedis  et  debellare  superhos^ 

was  the  cherished  principle  of  their  hearts,  and  they  never 
suffered  even  the  most  outrageous  provocation,  to  cause  the 
slightest  deviation   from  it.     Witness  the   moderation  of  the 


290  KEVOLUTIONAKY    ANECDOTES. 

cuii(|uerurs  at  Trenton,  Saratoga,  the  Cowj)ens,  and  Eutaw. 
Contrast  the  forhearaiice  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  preventing 
the  pursuit  of  the  misguided  Insurgents  under  Pjle,  with  tlie 
severit}'  of  Tarleton,  on  every  occasion  where  the  opportunity 
was  offered,  to  indulge  his  propensity  to  slaughter ;  and  fiiuilly, 
liaving  viewed  the  refinement  in  cruelty  of  Arnold  at  Fort 
(Iriswold,  wading  through  blood  to  victory,  turn  to  the  siege 
of  Yorktown,  and  remember  liow  honourable  to  his  detach- 
ment, storming  the  advanced  redoubt  of  the  British,  the  ex- 
pression of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  "That  incapable  of  imi- 
tating examples  of  barbarity,  and  forgetting  recent  provoca- 
tions, they  spared  every  man  that  ceased  to  resist."  Still  more 
fully  to  show  how  strong  the  desire  of  the  Americans  to  soften 
asperities  towards  the  unfortunate,  I  would  record  the  generous 
forbearance  observed,  in  an  hour  of  extreme  irritation,  towards 
the  wife  and  child  of  the  traitor  Arnold,  Soon  as  it  was 
known  to  him  that  his  guilt  was  discovered  to  its  full  extent, 
Arnold,  entering  the  apartment  of  his  wife,  exclaimed,  "  All 
is  lost, — Andre  is  a  prisoner, — burn  all  my  papers ;  I  fly  to 
New- York."  The  unfortunate  lady  fainted  and  fell.  Her 
servants,  apprised  of  the  circumstance  by  the  cries  of  the 
child,  whom  she  fed  at  tlie  breast,  by  the  application  of  proper 
remedies,  restored  lier  senses  ;  but  recollecting  that  she  was  in 
tlie  midst  of  friends  treacherously  forsaken,  and  of  an  army 
that  her  husband  had  basely  endeavored  to  betray,  it  may  well 
be  imagined  that  her  anguish  was  ineffable.  She  trembled 
lest  he  should  have  l)een  arrested  in  his  flight,  and  distracted  by 
her  fears,  called  aloud  for  pardon.  General  Washington,  wlio 
ivuew  her  to  he  an  excellent  wife,  and  respected  her  as  a 
good  mother,  unwilling  to  increase  the  poignancy  of  her  an- 
guish by  prolonging  suspense,  with  delicate  kindness  infoi'med 
lier,  that  the  object  of  her  solicitude  had  escaped  his  pursuers, 
and  was  safe  on  board  the  Vulture  sloop  of  war.  His  atten- 
tions did  not  stop  at  this  point.  It  was  left  at  her  option  to 
receive  safe  coiuluct  to  the  British  lines,  or  to  return  to  her  friends 
and  family  in  Philadelphia.  She  said,  "  She  would  share  the 
fate  of  her  husliand  ;  but,  before  joining  him,  was  anxious  to 
see  her  parents,  and  bid  them  a  tender  and  final  adieu."      Li 
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this  request  too  she  whs  indulged.  Xot  oidy  tlie  Geueral  hiui- 
self,  but  even  tlie  sternest  IvcpuMic-ins.  rejected  tlie  idea  of 
making  lier  answerahle  t'oi"  the  iipostacy  and  crime  of  her 
liusband  ;  and  of  tlii>  moderation  a  ^ig■nal  ])roof  \\a>  immedi- 
ately given.  ill  a  town  where  she  stoppeil,  on  her  wa\'  to 
I^hiladelphia.  ])rei)aratioiis  were  on  foot  to  Inirii  Arnold  in 
ettigv.  On  its  l)eing  announced  to  the  j)o|)ulace,  that  his  wife 
was  within  its  lindts,  humanity  assauged  theirritations  of  just 
indignation,  and  these  |)re])arations  wei'e,  by  universal  consent, 
suspended.  L  mention  with  ]»lea^ure.  the  conduct  of  the 
Chevalier  de  la  \Aizenie  on  this  occasion.  Letters  were  found 
among  the  j)a[)ers  of  Arnold,  which  treated  his  character  with 
indignity.  They  were  brouglit  t(.)  liim.  and  he  at  once  con- 
signed them  to  the  iiames,  witliout  the  slightest  expression  (if 
curiosity  to  kno\v  their  (.-ontents. 

It  is  equally  certain.,  that  in  the  exercise  of  recipi'ocal  good 
offices  and  acts  of  Ivindness  to  each  othei-.  the  soldiers  of 
Amei'ica  were  actuated  by  sentiments  of  afi'ectionate  feeling, 
with  which  their  ad\  ersaries  appear  to  have  l)een  altogether 
unacquainted.  Their  association  in  difficulty,  the  adverse 
events  which  tliey  had  sluired  together,  united  their  minds  and 
their  affections  in  the  closest  ties.  It  rendei'ed  the  sexerities. 
of  service  more  supportable,  soothed  the  affiictions  of  the  sick 
and  w^ounded,  and  even  to  the  bed  of  death.  con\eyed  the 
most  grateful  consolations.  To  contribute  to  the  condbrt  of  a 
siTft'ering  companion,  I  know^  not  the  man  who  would  not  have 
sacrificed  every  consideration  of -ye//'/  and  if  e\eii  a  lilinnneihig 
prospect  apjjeared  of  prociu'ing  relief,  who  would  not.  with 
unceasing  industry,  have  aimed  at  its  attainment.  Tliis  was, 
by  no  means,  the  case  in  the  British  anny  ;  distinction  of  rank, 
and  inequality  of  foi'time,  might  have  weakened  the  enthusiasm 
of  military  attachment,  and  even  fashion""  may  liave  had  its 
influences  in  preventing  the  greatest  intimates  from  depending 
to(»  much  on  each  other.     It  niay  be  stated  in  oj)p()sition  to 


*  All  officer  of  the  Guards  assurecl  me,  that  however  great  the  tamiliarity  aucl  appear- 
ance of  friendship  in  the  guard  room,  or  in  mixed  society,  that  it  gave  no  sanction  to  an 
intimacy  in  tlie  family  of  an  associate,  or  even  to  make  a  visit,  unless  by  particular 
invitation. 
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iijy  assertion,  tliat  after  the  fatal  lot  liad  l)eeii  drawn  by  Sir 
Charles  Asgill,  which  doomed  liini  as  a  victim  of  retaliation, 
to  death,  that  his  friend  Ludlow  would  not  consent  to  be  sep- 
arated from  him.  But.  it  must  be  recollected,  that  their  in- 
timacy had  been  formed  in  early  life  at  Westminster  School, 
long  before  their  entering  into  the  army  ;  and  it  was  never 
known,  in  the  hour  of  adversity,  that  one  Westminster  would 
forsake  another.  1  will  adduce,  in  support  of  my  charge,  an 
anecdote  received  from  the  distinguished  personage  to  whom 
it  particuhirly  relates.  An  officer  of  the  Guards,  severely 
Avounded  at  Guildford,  was  passing  the  tent  of  Colonel  Howard, 
since  Lord  Suffolk,  on  a  litter,  the  morning  subsequent  to  the 
battle,  when  thus  addressed  by  him  : — "Ha,  Jack,  my  good 
fellow,  how  dt)  you  iind  yourself  to  day  V^  "In  much  agony, 
Colonel  ;  but  I  think  likely  to  feel  better,  if  favoured  by  a  cup 
of  the  good  tea  which  I  see  befoi'e  you.''  "AVhy,as  to  the;'^-^^'. 
Jack.'"  said  the  (Colonel,  "you  shall  be  welcome  to  it;  but 
damn  me  if  I  would  Iind  sugar  in  this  desolate  wilderness  for 
a  brother."  "Pass  on."  said  the  wounded  man.  ''refreshment 
so  ungi'aciously  bestowed,  could  do  me  no  good." 

But.  ^vith  what  shadow  of  excuse  could  any  man  attempt  to 
palliate  the  insolence,  and  still  moi'e.  the  ingi'atitude  of  wliich 
there  were  ])ei'petual  examples.  The  contemitt  with  which 
they  affected  to  regard  the  citizens  of  America,  the  free  in(hd- 
gence  of  insolence  towards  captives,  placed  by  the  chances  of 
war  within  their  power,  increased  the  arrogance  of  many  mil- 
itary characters  to  so  high  a  pitch,  that  they  actually  ap])ea]-ed 
to  consider  themselves  as  beings  of  a  superior  ordei'.  The 
military  in  France,  in  latter  times,  applying  the  contemi)tuous 
appellation  of  peqmn.s-  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  were  not  moi'c 
arrogant.  A  thousand  instances  gave  proof  of  it  in  Charles- 
ton. One  has  been  |>articularly  mentioned.  A  military  ct.)X- 
comb  of  the  gai-risoii,  having  a  dispute  with  a  gentleman  in 
the  Civil  Department,  signiiicantly  ])ointing  to  his  coat,  ex- 
claimed. "  ],  Sir,  by  my  coat,  am  a  gentleman,  ^'ou  a  ]\Iohair. 
a  mere  man  of  fustian,  and  t(ui  contemptible  to  excite  resent- 
ment.''" Of  their  ingi'atitude  I  will  give  a  very  striking  ex- 
ample.     They  had  but  few  tViends  in  Carolina,    but  those  who 
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had  adhered  to  tlieni  <lid  it  witli  a  pride  and  devotion  that 
claimed  tlieir  utmost  i;i'atitude.  Yet  it  i>  certain,  that  they 
laughed  at  and  despised  tlie  verv  persons  to  wlioni  they  were 
the  most  indebted. 

The  Harry  Rarry,  so  frequently  mentioned  in  these  Anec- 
dotes, while  in  pnhlic  he  flattered  with  marked  attention,  was 
well  known  in  tiie  circle  ot*  his  intimates,  to  ridicule  in  miser- 
able doggerel  the  females,  at  the  shrine  of  whose  l»eauty,  he 
aifected  to  pay  his  adoration.  iind  after  the  wai%  1  heard  a 
very  respectable  reftigee  declare,  that  having  been  absent  from 
England  for  some  time,  and  on  liis  return,  meeting  in. the 
streets  of  London  with  Major  Skelly,  who,  when  in  the  garrison 
of  Charleston,  had  been  received  in  his  family  on  the  footing 
of  a  lu'other,  he  began  anxiously  to  inquire  about  the  fortunes 
of  many  of  their  former  acquaintaiu;es,  whe>i  laconically  and 

with  a  very  signiticant  bow,   he  replied,   '*Mr.  R ,  I  am  a 

man  of  candour,  ami  would  not  wish  to  deceive  you.  My 
American  ac<|uaintances  were  altogether  the  acquaintances  of 
convenience,  and  T  have  cut  them  all.  I  take  the  liberty, 
thei'efore,  to  wish  i/oi/  a  very  good  morning.'"' 
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THE    MOST    ILLLTSTRIOU8   PATRIOTS 


OF    GREAT    BRITAIN, 


OPPOSED  TO  THE  AMERICAN  WAR. 


In  lookiiiu-  back  to  the  liistory  of  our  Revolution,  it  h 
pleasino;  to  recollect,  that  the  characters  throughout  the  United 
States,  the  most  distinguished  l)v  their  talents  and  their  virtues, 
with  scarcely  an  exception,  embraced  the  principles  which 
were  to  free  their  country  from  a  servile  dependence  ui)on  a 
ci»rrupt  and  tyrannical  government.  In  (xreat  Britain,  the 
individuals  the  most  exalted  in  the  esteem  of  the  public — the 
wisest  in  council — the  most  renowned  for  integrity,  and  enter- 
taining the  most  coiMvct  views  of  the  just  rights  of  the  people, 
and  true  interests  of  the  nation,  not  only  commended  the  zeal 
and  unaninn'ty  with  which  the  Colonists  resisted  the  attempts 
of  the  jidmim'sti'atiou  to  o])])ress  them,  but,  both  by  their  sen- 
timents freely  dissemimited  abi'oad.  ami  irresistible  eloquence 
on  the  tioor  of  Parliament,  encouraged  them  to  persist  in 
defence  of  their  violated  rights  and  privileges,  even  when  sen- 
sible that  successful  o[)itositioii,  by  giving  l)irth  t(j  the  inde])en- 
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dencv  (»f"  tlie  revolted  Province;*,  would  ml)  the  Crown  of  its 
brio-hte^t  and  most  inestimable  jewel.  Ambition  alone,  it  is 
generally  said,  hears  predominant  swav  in  the  bosoms  of  |)o- 
litical  eharaeters  ;  liut  f  cannot  thiidc  that  the  line  of  conduct 
ado]ited  bv  the  distino-nished  men  to  whom  Talhide.  ]ti'oceeded 
either  from  a  determined  spirit  of  o])])(>siti()n.  oi-  the  secret, 
thono-h  fondly  clu^-ished  ho])e.  that  bv  i-endering  the  acts  of  the 
Administration  nnpopular.  tluw  niio-ht  (t|)(Mi  the  way  to  their 
own  ad\  aiiccmciit  to  power,  and  the  attaiinnent  of  tlie  au- 
thority wliich  wonhl  ])hi('e  tlie  reins  in  their  liands.  hv  which 
the  destinies  of  the  nation  were  to  l)e  gnidi'd.  Such  contracted 
views  wei-e  surely  inconsistent  with  the  well  tri(Ml  })atriotism 
of  many  of  the  advocates  of  America.  They  opposed  the  in- 
ordinate strides  of  the  Miinstry  tow  ar(b  the  establishment  of 
despotism,  from  aclear perception  that  tlieir>uccess  in  America, 
would  be  hut  ihc  ]>r('lu(le  to  thcii'  etibrts  to  <lcsti'ov  domestic 
liberty,  and  that  the  extiiu-tioii  of  trc<M|oni  in  the  \\'estern 
world.  Would  he  speedily  tbilowed  hy  its  annihilation  in  their 
native  land.  In  the  IIou>e  of  Loi-ds.  the  immort;d  (Miatham. 
the  Dukes  of  Richmond,  (Ti-aftou.  and  Dex'onshire.  the  MaiT[uis 
of  Rockiuii'liani.  the  L(»rds  Camden.  Shelbonrne,  Fitzwilliam, 
Effingliam,  and  other>  ;  in  the  House  of  ('omnMHis,  Burke, 
Colonel  Barre,  Fox,  David  Hartley,  Lord  Th(»mas  Cavendish, 
General  Conway,  and  AVilks ;  amonc;  men  of  letters,  Drs. 
Price  and  Pi-iestly,  John  Miller,  of  Glascow,  advocated  the 
resistance  of  the  Americans,  and  rejoiced  at  their  successes,  as 
essentially  lieneficial  to  the  lilierty  and  happiness  of  the  world. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Administration,  with  hiind  infatuation, 
persisted  in  their  resolution  to  ])ut  (Jown  opposition,  and  by  the 
most  absurd  and  ijjross  im'srepi'esentations  sti'ove  t<»  i-ender  the 
l)eo]tle  pi-opitious  to  tlieii'  views.  The  information  which  they 
might  have  received,  and  which  could  not  have  failed  to  dissi- 
pate the  delusive  hope  of  successfully  terminating  the  war, 
was  either  not  sought  for,  or  when  given,  not  attended  to.  I 
have  often  heai'd  a  I'espectable  Loyalist,  Mr.  Tleiirt/  Pet'onueaa^ 
the  first  Pefugee  from  South  Carolina,  who  reached  Great 
Britain,  declare,  that  when  examined  by  the  Lords  North  and 
Germainf\   relative   to   the   state   oi  ali'airs   in   Ameri(;a,   that 
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nltiioii^li  tlic  lirst  iiaiiUMJ  of  tliese  iiohleiiieii  listened  witli 
|)(>lit('iu'>s  and  coniplHcencv  to  tJic  statements  wliicli  lie  niade, 
that  the  last  invai'iably  cheeked  thecnn-ent  of  his  infoi-niation, 
where  it  did  not  a1t(»g'ether  corresjtond  with  his  views  and 
(•h<M'i>lie(l  hopes  of  conquest.  And  it  to  this  day  remains  a 
blot  upon  the  character  of  the  nation,  that  when  the  venei'able 
Dr.  P'raid\lin  was  called  up  for  examination  before  the  Privy 
(  \tuncil.  that  instead  of  the  intei-ro^'atious  beiui;-  made,  that 
Would  ha\('  k^d  to  the  <h'veh)})ment  of  the  truth,  ami  ])robabl_v 
heah^d  the  W(»unds  thaf  wei'e  festerini;'  with  incessant  im-i-ease 
of  ii-ritation,  that  the  >tern  and  xindictive  Wt'thlerhoiii'iu'  was 
eneoui'ai^"e<l  to  induliie  in  a  degree  of  ribaldry  and  invecti\e, 
disg'i'aceful  to  Ids  character  as  a  geutU'uian.  and  lietraying  an 
extent  of  prejudice,  dishonourable  to  him  as  a  man.  The 
more  certaiidy  to  effect  their  purposes,  no  Crdumn\-  was  iv- 
strained  by  the  .Vdministration.  no  act  nor  (Unic-e  was  left  un- 
essayed  to  excite  to  the  highest  pitch  \\\o  I'esentnients  of  the 
people  against  theii'  ])ersecut(Ml  l)i-etliren.  The  steadiness  of 
theii'  I'esi^tance  to  the  arbiti'ai'v  decrees,  and  the  rejection  of 
the  luirdens  they  wishi'd  to  im])ose,  were  styled  the  stubborn 
agu'ressious  of  ivbellious  children  against  the  just  ri^'hts  of 
theii'  ]>arent.  ;in  open  \iolation  of  the  duty  and  submission 
which  natui'e  denuinded.  and  Avhieli  ought  to  result  trom  its 
lo\e,  and  f  )stering  cai"e  and  |)rotection.  The  avarice,  too,  of 
tlie  people  was  excited  by  being  perjtetually  told,  that  this  ob- 
stinate race  not  only  refused  to  contribute  to  a  share  in  the  ex- 
pen(btm'(^  hixislied  for  their  suppoi't  and  ])rotection,  but  refused 
to  bear  a  pro))ortion  of  the  burden  of  taxation,  which.  e(iuita- 
l)ly  divided,  would  greatly  lessen  the  pi'o])oi'tion.  under  existing 
cii'('umstaiu'es.  nnjustly  imposed  on  the  Parent  State.  The 
people  //v'/v  deceived,  and  lei  I  to  approve  the  war.  Tlie 
o])inions  of  the  pati'iots  of  the  mition  were  not  so  easily  in- 
tlueiiceil.  In  proof'  of  it  I  will  present  to  my  readers  extracts 
from  two  letters  of  that  excellent  man  and  pi'ofound  politician, 
the  late  Right  llonouiable  William  Windham,  written  to  a 
deceased  patriot  of  oui-  own  State,  Panl  Trapier.  jun.,  Esq. 
who  liad  been  his  intinuite  triend.  and  the  companion  of  his 
earlv  vi'ars.  at  Katoii. 
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COPY    OF    A    LETTER    FROM    THE    HONOURABLE  WILLIAM    WINDHAM. 
TO    PAUL     TRAPIER,    .TUN.,    ESQ.    OF     SOUTH    CAROLINA,    DATED 

^"  London^  July  ^Ot/i,  1777. 
"  My  Dear  Friend. 

"  All  op]X>i'tiinit_v  is  at  length  given  to  me,  of  writing 
to  yon  with  some  prospect  of  sate  conveyance  ;  let  me  avail 
myself  of  the  means  offered  to  nie,  though  it  be  (.>nly  to  send 
you  a  few  lines — a  fcM'  lines  may  answer  the  chief  purpose  of 
my  Avriting,  and  relieve  me  from  an  uneasiness  that  has  dwelt 
upon  my  mind,  ever  since  the  iiivt  interruption  of  communi- 
cation hetween  the  two  countries.  You  may  remember,  that 
though  in  all  your  letters  yon  used  to  enter  upon  subjects  of 
Politics,  I  seldom  used  to  take  much  notice  of  them  in  return, 
or  give  yon  any  satisfactory  account  (»f  my  o[»inions.  The 
reason  was.  that  at  that  time,  tlie  subject  had  never  come 
witliin  my  considei'ation.  nor  had  1  eni])loyed  my  thoughts 
long  enough  on  the  matters  y(»u  n>v(\  to  propose,  to  form  any 
determinate  opinion.  Things  soon  after  came  to  a  crisis,  in 
which  it  Mas  no  huiger  possible  for  a  man  of  understancHiig  or 
feeling  to  remain  without  in([uii'y  ;  and  the  I'esnlt  oi'  that 
inquiry  has  been,  to  I'ender  me  a  /?V///  a nd  zaaloiin  frh^iid,  as 
jiriii  and  zeaUnis  as  an  ij  one  e'lilicr  in  this  roanti'ij  or  (jonrs^  to 
t/ie  causr  in  wlricli  yott  art'  erKjaxied.  I'e  assui'ed,  that  through 
the  whole  of  tlii>  business,  my  fears  and  hopes haxe kept  exact 
pace  with  yours.  I  have  exulted  at  your  success,  and  repined 
at  your  miscarriage — have  heard  with  as  much  grief  any  ad- 
\  antage  of  Howe,  and  triuin|)hed  as  much  at  the  success  of 
Washington,  as  any  man  on  your  side  the  water.  The  hope 
is  now  lost  for  evei*.  of  seeing  this  country  blended  again  with 
our  former  brethren  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  bonds 
of  mutual  honour,  interest,  and  atfection.  The  mischievous 
designs  of  a  corrupt  court,  operating  in  the  midst  (»f  universal 
luxury  and  depraxity,  have  spread  rancour  and  devastation 
through  millions  of  people,  that  ought  to  have  been  united  in 
the  ties  of  brotherly  love  ;  and  shaken  an  em])ire  to  ])ieces, 
that  was  the  greatest,  and  might  have  Ween  the  happiest  on 
earth.      Ihit.  out  of  this  scene  of  evil,  hnal   good,  I  hope,  will 
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he  produced.  Aiuerica.  risiiio-  jn  tlie  vipmr  of  new-horn 
virtue,  will  be  better,  J)erllapr^.  tor  her  separation  from  this 
e.(^rrupt  and  depra\ed  country,  and  will.  I  hope,  long  continue 
tiie  asvluni  of  freedom  and  virtue.  For  the  fate  of  us  here.  I 
am  muf'h  less  soliciron>.  than  for  the  general  interests  of  man- 
kind, the  ])i"esei'vation  of  treedom  in  some  ])art  of  the  globe, 
and  the  success  of  a  ])eoi)le  engaged  in  so  righte<»us  a  cause  ; 
and  these,  I  am  ha])])y  to  sav,  are  tlie  sentiments  of  mnnbers 
of  the  ])eople,  whom  I  raidc  among  my  friends. 

"Th(.>ugh  you  are  now  safely,  1  hope,  established  in  Inde- 
]»endence,  and  though  this  conntry,  if  it  is  to  he  judged  by  its 
public  acts,  has  but  little  claim  \o  kindness,  yet  all  memory.  I 
ho]>e,  will  not  be  lost  of  those,  (not  an  inconsiderable  number) 
wIk»  had  viewed  with  horror,  the  measures  tluit  liave  l)een 
pui'sue<l,  and  of  the  hundreds  and  thousands  wiio  have  had  iu> 
other  crime,  than  a  total  ignorance  of  what  coucei'ned  them  as 
well  ;is  you.  1  am  fully  persuaded,  that  there  is  a  fund  of 
candour,  and  honest  good  sense  among  the  j)eople  here,  that 
\vould  have  made  three-fourths  of  them  ]^artisans  of  America, 
if  the  merits  of  the  cause  had  been  })roperly  made  known  to 
them.  lUit,  the  higher  oi'ders  of  society  ai'e  lost  in  vice  and 
dissipation,  and  the  nation  has  been  left  to  itself,  }d)andoned 
to  the  wicked  industry  of  the  court.  iS'othing  will  save  ^^-s-, 
lost  and  devoted  as  we  are.  but  a  general  insurrecti(»n  of  the 
lower  oi'ders  of  the  ])eople,  ])urging  otl'  the  contaminated 
>puine.  that  has  nuintled  over  the  top  of  the  s})ring,  and 
threateiu'd  to  choke  it   up. 

"In  all  relations  and  situations,  (uir  sentiments  and  attach- 
ments will  remain,  I  hope,  the  same;  and  J  shall  be  happy  if 
fi'iendship  to  an  indi\  idual  may  disjxise  yon  to  a  more  favour- 
able I'egard  of  people,  a  great  poi"tion  of  whom.  perhai>s  the 
greatest,  are  still  sueh  as  deser\e  the  mime  of  comitrymeii  and 
brethren.  I  could  name  nian\  of  tho^e  you  Ibrmerly  knew, 
warm  in  the  sentinu^nts  which  aninniteme.  Many  go  with  the 
stream  of  ministerial  coi'iMiption.  (trvmks,  John  (TRV^rKs,  of 
whom  I  had  entertaine(j  (ttliei'  hopes,  is,  as  1  take  it  forgranted 
vou  know,  actualK  enu'ao-ed  Htrainst    \n\\. 

'*  The  AiuerirMii^   havo  oiu*  reason  to  feel  less  I'l^seiitnieiit  at 
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Howe's  ariTiy,  which  is,  that  I  am  persuaded  tlie  greatest  part 
of  tliem  would  act  with  precisely  the  same  alacrity,  against 
any  part  of  the  people  here,  as  against  those  in  America ;  I 
have  heard  many  declare  it  in  so  many  words.  If  it  should 
be  possible,  it  would  give  me  inlinite  satisfaction,  to  know  that 
you  have  received  this,  and  in  what  situation  you  are,  for  I  can 
hear  nothing.  I  must  leave  off  now  immediately,  believe  me, 
my  dear  friend,  with  every  wish  for  your  success.     Yours." 


JJunkirk^  March  V2f/i,  17T8. 
•'  My  Dear  Tkapiek. 

""  An  opportunity  has  offered  of  writing  to  you,  ^\•hich 
I  could  hardly  have  looked  for.  I  must  write  in  a  hurry,  but 
that  shall  not  prevent  my  writing.  A  few  words  may  express 
wdiat  is  essential,  as  well  as  a  great  many.  You  are  to  know, 
that  since  the  commencement  of  this  fatal  war,  I  have  written 
to  you  numerous  letters,  the  purport  of  all  of  which  has  been, 
to  tell  you  what  1  hope  you  will  hear  with  pleasure,  that  I  am 
a  firm  and  zealous  friend  to  the  cause  of  America  in  the  fullest 
extent.  I  reprobate  from  the  beginning  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain.  I  feel,  with  the  fullest  conviction,  the  madness  and 
wickedness  of  our  Councils;  and  I  exult  in  the  resistance 
wliich  America  has  made,  and  the  success  with  which  it  has 
been  crowned.  The  weakness  of  Great  Britain,  and  not  the 
justice  or  generosity  will  now,  I  hope,  put  a  period  to  the 
progress  of  calamity.  Though  I  have  no  expectations  from 
the  propositions  now  made  in  a  manner  the  most  disgraceful 
to  the  country,  yet  I  flatter  myself  we  shall  not  have  much 
more  war.  1  have  looked  upon  the  affair  for  some  time  as 
<lecided,  tfnd  decided  in  favour  of  justice,  liberty,  and  the 
general  happiness  of  mankind.  It  terminates,  indeed  most 
completely,  to  the  dishonour  of  England  ;  but,  if  England  will 
de])art  from  all  those  generous  principles  whicii  have  hitherto 
ennobled  it,  and  become  the  invader,  instead  of  the  supporter 
of  the  liberties  of  the  world,  I  shall  be  the  lirst  to  say,  let  her 
meet  with  disgrace.  I  could  wish  very  much  to  see  the  two 
countries  united   in  some  shape  or  other,  so  as  to  feel  again  a 

39 
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conmioii  interest  and  glory.  The  ])oint  of  Indejienclence  is  nut 
a  matter  with  nie  of  any  consecinence.  If  Independence  is 
necessary  to  tlie  welfare  or  safety  of  America,  let  a  treaty  be 
instantly  formed  on  that  gronnd  ;  bnt,  if  Liberty  can  be  as 
well  secured  witliout  that,  and  that  the  countries  considered  as 
one,  will  be  likely  to  settle  into  a  closer  union,  T  would  wish  it 
were  given  uj).  Nor  can  I  see  that  the  condition  of  America, 
considered  not  as  an  appendant  to  this  country,  but  as  a  partner 
in  a  common  empire,  will  l)e  less  respectable,  then  as  a  collection 
of  independent  States.  This  is  the  sum  of  my  sentiments, 
which  it  would  be  an  iniinite  relief  to  me  to  know,  that  you 
were  ac(juainted  with.  It  has  been,  for  these  three  years,  a 
most  painful  retiection  to  me  to  think,  that  you  might  possibly 
be  under  the  impression  of  my  eutertainiug  sentiments  wliich 
I  hold  in  utter  abhorrence. 

''  I  write  this  letter  to  you  from  a  place  where  you  will  be 
surprised  to  hear  of  me — Dunkirk — whither  I  have  come  for 
a  day  by  accident,  having  come  over  for  ten  days  to  St.  Omer's, 
to  see  a  friend,  who  has  been  obliged  lately  to  reside  there. 
An  American  Captain  of  a  privateer  is  here,  who  lately  escaped 
from  England,  of  the  name  of  Johnson,  and  to  him  1  have 
entrusted  this  letter,  inclosed  in  one  to  Arthir  Lek.  whom  I 
knew  at  Paris.  I  tliink  in  the  summer,  I  shall  with  some 
other  persons  of  the  same  sentiments  as  myself,  make  a  trip 
to  Paris  to  see  him  and  Deane,  tVrc.  I  tliink  by  his  means  we 
may  effect  the  correspondence,  which  I  am  hap]iy  to  iind  you 
ex])ress  a  sti'oug  wish  foi',  in  the  letter  I  received  from  you  at 
the  end  of  last  summer.  I  know  enough  of  him  to  desire  in 
]ny  letter,  that  he  would  take  charge  of  such  letters.  Write  to 
me,  thereti)re,  my  in\aluable  friend,  and  don't  ha\e  any  ap- 
prehension, that  any  political  sentiments  that  you  can  express, 
will  not  accord  with  my  own.  You  have  given,  in  the  for- 
bearance of  all  political  sultjects  in  your  former  letter,  the 
stroiigest  instance  of  your  friendship  ;  but  you  will  not,  for  the 
futui-e,  be  under  the  necessity  of  giving  that  proof  Let  me 
beg  to  offer  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Trapier,  though  I  have 
not  yet  the  pleasure  of  knowiuu,'  her.      Believe  me,  ever, 

W.  W." 
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.NOTICE  OF  BOTTA'S  HISTORY  OF  THE 
REYOLUTIOX. 


It  is  altogether  incomprehensil^le  to  me,  on  what  grounds  a 
modern  historian,  (Botta)  should  have  advanced  an  opinion, 
that  the  Fi-eiieh  nation,  wearied  out  b}"  disastrous  warfare, 
and  compelled  to  accept  the  conditions  ol*  the  Peace  of  Paris, 
concluded  in  17B3,  had  resorted  to  the  means  of  address  to  ex- 
cite the  resentments  of  the  Colonists  against  the  Parent  State, 
and  that  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  resulted,  in  a 
great  measm-e,  from  the  i^vccess  of  their  mtrigiies.  Emissa- 
ries, lie  boldly  asserts,  traversed  the  x\merican  continent,  say- 
ing to  all  M'ho  would  hear  them  : 

'^  To  what  end  have  the  xlmericans  lavished  their  blood, 
encountered  so  many  dangers,  and  expended  so  much  treasure 
in  the  late  war,  if  the  English  supremacy  nmst  continue  to 
press  upon  them,  with  so  much  harshness  and  arrogance  ?  In 
recompense  of  such  lidelity,  of  so  much  constancy,  the  English 
Government,  perhaps,  have  moderated  its  prohibitions,  have 
enfranchised  commerce  from  trammels  so  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  America '.  Perhaps  the  odious,  and  so  much 
lamented  laws  against  manufactures,  have  been  repealed  ? 
Perhaps  the  Americans  no  longer  toil  upon  their  lands,  or  tra- 
verse the  immensity  of  the  seas,  exclusively  to  fill  the  purses 
of  English    Merchants '.     Perha|)S    the    Government  of  Eng- 
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land  liave  shown  a  disposition  to  abandon  for  ever,  tlie  project 
of  parlianientarv  taxes?  Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  evident, 
tliat  with  its  forces  and  power,  liave  increased  its  thirst  of  gold 
and  the  tyranny  of  its  caprices?  Was  not  this  admitted  by 
Pitt  himself,  when  he  declared,  the  war  being  terminated,  he 
should  be  at  no  loss  to  tind  the  means  of  drawing  a  public 
revenue  from  America,  and  of  putting  an  end  once  for  all  to 
American  resistance?  Has  not  England,  at  present,  being 
mistress  of  ('anada,  a  ))r()vince  recently  French,  and  as  siicli 
more  patient  of  the  yoke,  has  she  not  the  means  of  im])osing 
it  on  her  colonists  themselves,  by  the  hands  of  her  numerous 
soldiery  ?  Is  it  not  time  that  the  Americans,  no  longer  in  the 
state  of  infancy,  should  at  length,  consider  themselves  a 
nation  strong  and  f )rmidable  in  itself?  Is  it  only  for  the 
utility  of  England,  they  have  demonstrated  in  the  late  war 
what  they  are  capable  of  achieving  i  And  by  what  right 
should  a  distant  Island  pretend  to  govern  by  its  caprices,  an 
immense  and  populous  Continent  ?  How  long  must  the 
partialities  and  the  avarice  of  England  be  tolerated  ?  Did 
ever  men,  arms,  riches,  courage,  climate  invite  to  a  more 
glorious  enterprise  ?  Let  the  Americans  then  seize  the  occa- 
sion, with  a  mind  worthy  of  themselves,  now  they  have  proved 
their  arms,  now  that  an  enormous  public  debt  overwhelms 
England,  now  that  her  name  has  become  detestable  to  all ! 
America  can  place  her  coniiden(;e  in  foreign  succours.  What 
could  be  objected  to  a  resolution  so  generous?  Consanguinity  ? 
But  have  not  the  English  hithert(»  treated  the  Colonists  more 
as  vassals,  than  as  l)rothers  !  Gratitude  ?  But,  have  not  the 
English  strangled  it,  under  the  pretensions  of  that  mercantile 
and  avaricious  spirit  which  animates  them  ?"" 

There  surely  nexcn"  was  a  more  gross  tissue  of  absurdity  and 
falsehood  ])ul)lished.  Hear  the  o])inion  of  the  veteran  De 
Kalb.  lie  frecpiently  mentioned,  that  he  had  traversed  the 
British  Colonies  at  the  instigation  of  the  French  Court,  in  a 
concealed  character,  doubtless  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discontent, 
if  he  had  found  the  minds  of  the  people  prepared  to  receive 
them  ;  l)ut,  this  was  far  from  being  the  case;  for,  when  speak- 
ing oftlic  waroftlie  Revolution,  he  never  failed  to  ex])ress  hiss 
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flstonisliinetit,  lunv  any  o-overnment  conld  liave  so  blundered, 
as  to  have  effaced  tlie  ardent  and  deep  rooted  affection,  whicli 
to  his  knowlediie  existed,  on  the  part  of  the  Colonies  to  Great 
Britain,  ]>]"evioiis  to  the  existino-  rn]>tnre.  A  preference,  he 
observed,  equalled  only  by  their  antipathy  to  the  P'rench 
Nation,  wliieh  was  so  powerful  as  to  induce  him  to  consider 
it,  as  he  called  it — instinctive.  It  cannot  be  possible,  that 
opinion  should  waver  betwixt  the  accurate  discernment  of  the 
one,  and  the  chimerical  dreams  of  the  other.  The  statement 
of  De  Kalb  accounts  for  the  total  neglect  of  every  prepa- 
ration for  war  at  tlie  (commencement  of  hostilities.  They 
loved  and  had  confidence  in  the  affection  of  the  Parent 
State  ;  nor  believed  it  possible,  that  their  rights  would  be  so 
trampled  upon,  as  to  render  an  appeal  to  arms  a  necessary 
result  from  the  dispute  existing  between  them.  If,  as  Botta 
asserts,  intrigue  had  been  used  with  success  to  instigate  revolt, 
the  Americans  must  liave  been  more  than  mad,  not  to  have 
prepared  the  means  to  have  met  their  adversaries  on  a  footing 
of  equality,  and  to  have  repelled  force  by  force.  But,  it 
would  be  farcical  to  contend  against  an  opinion,  whicli  the 
conviction  of  every  man,  acquainted  with  the  events  of  the 
times,  would  declare,  not  only  visionary,  but  decidedly  false. 
One  truth  comes  home  to  the  recollection  of  every  man, 
who  lived  in  those  days.  The  attachment  to  England  was 
such,  that  to  whatever  the  Colonists  wished  to  affix  the 
stamp  of  excellence,  the  title  of  English  was  always  given. 
The  best  of  its  kind,  whether  in  the  vegetable  or  animal 
kingdom,  w^as  always  English.  Nay,  to  such  a  length  was 
the  prejudice  carried,  that  attachment  to  the  soil  of  their 
nativity  was  weakened  by  acknowledging  the  superior  claim 
of  England  to  their  warmest  affections.  To  reside  in  England 
was  the  object  of  universal  desire,  the  cherished  hope  of  every 
bosom  ;  it  stimulated  to  industry,  it  was  the  goal  at  which 
every  individual  in  pursnit  of  fortune  wished  to  arrive.  It 
was  considered  as  the  delightful  haven,  where  peace  and  hap- 
piness were  alone  to  be  looked  for.  A  parent  sending  his 
sons  to  Eaton  or  AVestminster.  would  say,  "I  am  sending 
mv  sons  home  for  their  education.""     If  lie  himself  shonld.  at 


804  KKVoT.rTTONARV    ANKor^oTI^S. 

an  after  ])(.'riu(l.  ci'oss  tlu'  Atlantic,  tli(>iii;'li  hut  tor  a  suiuiuer 
season,  to  witness  their  |»i-o<;Tess,  lie  -would  sav,  "T  am  going 
lionie  to  visit  my  children,  and  so  forth/*  Such  language 
would  ill  accord  with  the  sentiments  of  men  engendering, 
according  to  Botta,  resentment,  and  o])inions  hostile  to  Bri- 
tain. Persnaded,  then,  that  the  Colonists  bore  tlie  sincerest 
attachment  to  the  Parent  State,  and  that  from  the  reciprocity 
of  alfection,  they  looked  for  a  Sjjeedy  and  permanent  recon- 
ciliation with  it.  [  can  correctly  state,  that  in  Carolina  nothing 
was  less  thought  of  or  desired,  than  Independence  ;  and  more- 
over, that  it  was  so  little  contemplated,  that  there  v,as  not  in 
the  possession  of  the  Whig  inhahitants  throughout  the  State, 
a  sufficiency  of  arms  to  su})ply  a  single  Battalion.  These 
obser\ati(jns  relative  to  the  work  of  Botta,  lead  me  to  mention 
an  occurrence  very  highly  ci'editable  to  the  ]>arties  concerned 
in  its  accomplishment. 

The  determination  to  oppose  the  unjust  encroachments  of 
Bi'itain  upon  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  once  resolved  on,  it 
became  an  object  of  the  first  consequence  to  obtain  the  nieans 
of  effectual  resistance.  The  King's  Arsenal  was  kept  in  the 
attic  story  of  the  State-House,  and  contained,  as  it  would  ap- 
pear by  the  proclamation  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  Bull, 
offering  a  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  the  individuals  who 
])lundered  it,  about  800  stand  of  arms,  besides  200  cutlasses, 
and  other  military  stores.  The  possession  of  these  essential 
im[)lements  of  wai-,  necessarily  appeared  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Conunittee  of  Safety  of  the  utmost  consequence.  Secret  meet- 
ings were  accordingly  held  to  digest  a  plan  for  the  ])urpose, 
wiiich  was  speedily  adopted,  and  executed  with  the  happiest 
success.  The  regulation  of  the  entire  business  was  entrusted 
to  Messrs.  Daniel  (Jannon,  William  Johnson,  Anthony  Too- 
mer,  Edward  Weyman,  and  Daniel  Stevens,  and  so  admirably 
arranged  and  conducted  tln\»ughout,  that  the  whole  of  the 
arms  were  carried  oh',  ami  safely  dei)osited  for  the  future  use 
of  tlie  citizens,  before  the  Governor,  or  Arnioui-er,  had  the 
slightest  sus])icion  of  the  event.  The  alarm  excited  hy  this 
liold  measure,  at  once  opened  the  eyes  of  the  Royal  ( )thc(MS  to 
tile  peril  of  their  situation.      It  deeidedh-  aceelerate(lt  lie  lli'dit 
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r»f  the  Governor,  Lord  William  Campbell.  He  could  not  mis- 
take the  motives  of  the  seizure,  nor  believe  that  res])cct  would 
be  shown  to  his  person,  where  so  little  regard  was  paid  to  his 
authority.  He  accordingly  went  on  board  the  Cherokee ; 
and,  on  the  arrival  of  Sir  Peter  Parker,volunteered  his  servi- 
ces, fought  gallantly,  received  a  severe  wound,  and  died  of  its 
consequences. 
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INSTANCES 


OF   THE 


BENIGN  INTERPOSITION  OF  PROVIDENCE  IN 
AMERICAN    AFFAIRS. 


Without  the  Hlt'ectation  of  habitually  iiiclulgiiio-  in  serious 
meditation,  or  conteuiplating  with  reverential  awe  the  beneli- 
cence  of  the  Deity — witliout  presuming  to  boast  a  jiious  grati- 
tude, to  which  I  can  have,  when  compared  with  men  of  more 
serious  temper,  but  slight  pretension,  I  conscientiously  de- 
clare, that  in  no  contest  that  I  ever  heard,  or  read  of,  has  the 
favour  and  protection  of  the  Ahnighty,  appeared  to  incline 
witli  such  })reference,  and  been  manifested  in  such  multiplied 
occurrences,  as  in  the  war  which  separated  the  United  States 
from  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain.  In  tluis  e?vpi'essing  my- 
self, I  trust  I  shall  not  be  considered  as  apologizing  for 
sentiments  that  I  delight  to  cherish.  The  nuin,  whose  exalted 
worth  not  only  does  honour  to  his  country,  but  to  the  human 
race,  the  imnujrtal  Washington,  in  the  height  of  success,  in  the 
achievement  of  his  most  brilliant  \ictorics,  never  failed  to 
express  liis  pei'fect  belief  in  the  interi)osition  of  Providence. 
In  his  Public  Despatches,  his  Private  Correspondence,  his 
General  Orders,  he  spoke  not  of  his  own  prowess,  but  of  the 
goodness  of    (4od,   the  gixcr  of  Victoi'y.    who   taught   him   to 
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overcome  difficulties  tliat  would,  without  his  aid,  have  proved 
insurmountable ;  nor  would  ever  assume  to  himself,  honours 
that  he  regarded  as  due  to  the  Ahnighty  alone. 

I  presume  not  to  depend  upon  my  own  inferior  and  con- 
tracted ability,  to  support  my  opinions  ;  but  rest  them  on 
the  surer  basis  of  incontrovertible  facts — on  events  that  cannot 
be  denied,  and  if  acknowledged,  decisively  conclusive. 

There  is  no  man  so  impious,  as  to  deny  the  Providence 
of  God  over  the  works  of  his  creation  ;  and  where  his  power 
to  rule  is  acknowledged,  it  cannot  excite  surprise,  that  his 
mercy  and  goodness  should  shield  the  oppressed  from  wrong, 
and  cause  the  evils  denounced  against  an  injured  and  insulted 
people,  to  recoil  on  their  enemies,  and  overwhelm  them  with 
disappointment  and  disgrace.  I  will  select  a  few  from  the 
many  instances  that  strike  forcibly  on  my  recollection. 

During  the  period  that  Boston  was  closely  invested  by  the 
American  forces,  the  news  of  the  restrictions  imposed  on  com- 
merce, and  of  the  resolution  of  the  Parliament  of  Britain  to 
employ  Foreign  Mercenaries  to  bring  them  under  subjection, 
having  reached  the  Colonists,  Congress,  to  profit  by  the  irrita- 
tion universally  excited  among  the  people,  strenuously  urged 
General  Washington  (then  lately  invested  with  the  chief  com- 
mand) to  brave  all  dangers,  and  to  endeavour,  by  every  possi- 
ble exertion,  to  effect  the  expulsion  of  the  enemy.  It  was  at 
once  perceived,  by  the  discerning  eye  of  the  General,  that  to 
possess  the  heights  of  Dorchester,  was  to  secure  the  decided 
command  of  the  city.  Accordingly  a  large  detachment  of  the 
army  proceeded  in  profound  silence,  on  the  night  of  the  4th 
of  March,  1775,  and  gaining  possession  of  them  before  their 
movement  was  perceived,  commenced,  with  indefatigable  ex- 
ertion, to  throw  up  entrenchments.  Their  labour,  however, 
was  not  without  interruption ;  the  noise  of  the  workmen  was 
distinctly  heard,  and  a  heavy  tire  kept  up  by  the  shipping ; 
but  as  they  aimed  at  random,  without  a  correct  knowledge  of 
the  position  of  tlieir  enemy,  with  little  effect.  The  morning's 
dawn  showed  to  the  besieged  the  danger  of  their  situation, 
should  the  works  be  completed,  and  it  was  necessary  either  to 
dislodge  the  Americans,  or  evacuate  the  city.     General  Howe 

-to 
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decided  for  the  attack.  The  day  was  mild  and  serene,  not  a 
cloud  obscured  the  heavens.  His  troops  were  assembled,  and 
distinctly  perceived  preparing  to  enter  the  boats  which  were 
to  transport  them  to  the  Dorchester  peninsula,  when  the  tide 
ebbing,  and  wind  rising  suddenly,  so  as  to  blow  with  extreme 
violence,  the  passage  was  rendered  impracticable.  Delay  be- 
came necessary,  and  proved  fatal  to  the  hopes  and  designs  of 
the  British  General,  for  a  tempest  followed  the  gale,  and  a 
heavy  and  incessant  fall  of  rain  for  three  days,  increasing  the 
difficnlties  of  enterprise,  he  saw  that  the  American  General 
had  given  such  perfection  to  his  works,  as  to  render  them  un- 
assailable, with  the  slightest  prospect  of  success.  Compelled 
to  renounce  the  attempt,  he  immediately  abandoned  the  city. 

After  tlie  disastrous  battle  on  Long-Island,  and  the  retreat 
of  the  American  forces  within  their  lines  at  Brooklyn,  there 
can  be  but  little  doubt,  but  that  these  might  have  been  carried 
by  assault,  had  tlie  British  General  profited  by  the  ardour  of 
his  troops,  elate  with  victory,  and  eager  to  reap  new  honours, 
to  lead  them  to  tlie  attack.  But,  happily  for  America,  he 
adopted  the  more  prudent  plan  of  seeking  superiority  by  regu- 
lar approaches,  and  of  waiting  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet. 
The  situation  of  the  Americans  in  their  camp,  was  critical  in 
the  extreme.  A  superior  enemy  in  their  front,  their  defences 
trivial  and  incomplete,  their  troops  fatigued  and  discouraged, 
and  the  English  fleet  ready  (though  previously  prevented  by  a 
North-East  wind)  to  enter  the  river,  which  would  preclude  tile 
possibility  of  retreat,  and  leave  them  no  alternative  but  to  sur- 
render. General  AVashington  viewed  the  impending  catastro- 
phe, and  at, once  determined  to  evacuate  the  position  and  with- 
draw to  New  York.  The  passage  was,  in  the  lirst  instance, 
prevented  by  a  violent  wind  from  the  North-East,  and  the 
ebbing  tide,  wliich  ran  with  too  great  violence  to  be  encoun- 
tered, wlien  fortunately  it  veered  to  the  North-AVest,  which 
rendered  the  jiassage  j)erfectly  secure.  But,  in  a  still  more 
miraculous  manner  tlio  interposition  of  Providence  became 
manifest.  A  thiclv  fog  involved  the  whole  of  Long  Island  in 
obscurity,  covering  the  retreat  of  the  American  forces,  while 
the  air  was  perfectly  clear  on  the  side  of  New  York,  and  nine 
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thousand  men,  the  artilleiy,  baggage,  camp  equipage,  and 
munitions  of  war,  were  brought  off,  without  loss.  The  rising 
sun  dispersing  the  fog,  the  British  saw  with  astonishment,  that 
the  Americans  had  abandoned  their  position,  and  were  ah'eady 
beyond  the  reach  of  pursuit.* 

On  the  11th  of  October,  17TT,  General  Gates  having  received 
information,  which  he  believed  correct,  that  the  main  body  of 
Burgoyne's  army  had  marched  off  for  Fort  Edward,  and  that 
the  rear  guard  only  was  left  in  camp,  determined  to  advance 
with  his  entire  force,  and  in  half  an  hour  to  attack  them.  At 
the  period  the  wliole  country  was  covered  with  a  thick  fog. 
General  Nixon's  Brigade  crossed  the  Fishkill  Creek  in  ad- 
vance. General  Glover  was  on  the  point  of  following  him, 
when  he  perceived  near  his  column  a  British  soldier,  making 
across  the  stream  with  precipitation.  Concluding  that  he  was 
a  deserter,  from  whom  interesting  information  might  be  ob- 
tained, he  immediately  ordered  him  to  be  brought  forward  for 
examination.  Inquiring  into  particulars  relative  to  the  state 
and  position  of  the  British  army,  the  soldier  replied,  "  You 
will  find  them  encamped  as  they  have  been  for  several  days 
past."  "  But,  have  not  large  detachments  been  sent  off  to 
Fort  Edward,"  said  the  General.  "  No,"  replied  the  deserter ; 
i'  a  small  detachment  left  our  camp  a  day  or  two  ago,  with  the 
hope  of  reaching  that  post,  but  finding  the  passes  on  their 
route  occupied  by  the  Americans,  returned ;  and  the  whole 
army  are  now  in  camp."  Glover  promptly  sent  advice  of  this 
important  communication  to  Nixon,  urging  his  retreat ;  and 
mounting  the  soldier  behind  an  Aid-de-Camp,  sent  him  to 
General  Gates,  who,  having  examined  him,  hurried  away  the 
Aid-de-Camp,  the  Adjutant-General,  and  others,  to  counter- 

*  A  Clerical  friend  to  whom  I  related  this  interesting  fact,  made  the  following  reply : 
"The  interposition  of  Providence  in  the  aftairs  of  nations,  has  been  too  often  witnessed 
to  be  called  in  question.  What  you  have  now  stated,  will  bring  forcibly  to  the  mind  of 
every  religions  reader,  the  wonderful  display  of  God's  Providence  to  the  Israelites  in  the 
passage  of  the  Red  Sea.  'The  pillar  of  the  cloud  went  from  before  their  face,  and  stood 
behind  them :  And  it  came  between  the  camp  of  the  Eg3'ptians  and  the  camp  of  Israel ; 
and  it  was  a  cloud  and  darkness  to  them,  but  it  gave  light  by  night  to  these.'  But  for  the 
interposition  of  this  cloud  of  darkness  to  the  Egyptians,  they  would  have  overwhelmed 
the  Israelites  upon  the  sea-shore.  And  but  for  the  Providential  intervention  of  the  fog 
upon  Long-Island,  which  was  a  cloud  resting  on  the  earth,  the  American  army  would  have 
been  destroyed,  and  the  hopes  of  every  patriot  bosom  extinguished,  perhaps  for  ever." 
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mand  his  former  orders,  and  prevent  the  attack.  General 
Nixon,  on  receiving  the  message  of  Glover,  immediately  or- 
dered a  retreat ;  bnt,  before  he  conld  recross  tlie  creek,  the  fog 
breaking  away,  the  enemy's  cannon  opened  on  his  rear,  and 
killed  many  of  his  men.  It  was  a  critical  moment,  in  which 
the  probable  fate  of  the  army  was  at  stake.  A  qnarter  of  an 
Irour  longer,  might  have  caused  the  ruin  of  tlie  entire  brigade, 
and  given  a  turn  to  affairs  that  mio'ht  have  restored  the  fallen 
fortunes  of  the  British  army,  and  afforded  them,  if  not  the 
ability  of  progressing  in  their  route  to  Albany,  a  safe  retreat 
into  Canada. 

General  Bnrgoyne,  in  speaking  in  his  narrative  of  the  expe- 
dition under  his  command,  of  this  event,  says,  "  The  disposi- 
tion of  the  enemy  being  to  pass  the  Fishkill  in  different  col- 
umns, and  to  make  their  great  effort  on  the  plain,  they  must 
have  formed  under  the  fire  of  all  our  park  of  artillery  and 
musketry  of  the  entrenched  corps  on  the  hill,  and  the  musket- 
ry of  the  20th  Kegiment,  which  was  at  easy  distance,  to  be 
supported  by  the  Germans  in  front.  Added  to  this  would  have 
been  the  advantage  which,  though  always  wished  for,  never 
attained,  of  a  charge  upon  an  open  plain.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, sufficiently  lament  the  accident  which  prevented  the  ene- 
my's design,  (which  so  far  advanced,  as  actually  to  have  passed 
the  river  with  a  column)  as  one  of  the  most  adverse  strokes  of 
fortune  during  the  campaign." 

After  the  victory  of  the  Cowpens,  heroically  gained,  in  con- 
tradiction of  all  calculation  of  probable  results,  General  Mor- 
gan took  immediate  measures  for  retreat,  and  crossing  the 
Broad  River  on  the  evening  of  the  day  of  battle,  strove  by 
forced  marches  to  gain  the  Catawba.  Lord  Cornwallis  lost 
not  a  moment  in  pursuit.  He  knew  the  importance  of  striking 
the  victor  before  he  could  gain  the  point  at  which  he  aimed, 
and  so  eagerly  and  perseveringly  followed,  that  Morgan  had 
scarcely  crossed  the  river  into  JNorth  Carolina,  when  the  Brit- 
ish army  appeared  on  the  opposite  bank.  This  event  hapj:)ened 
on  the  21>t]i  of  January,  1781.  A  very  lieavy  fall  of  rain 
during  tlie  night  rendered  the  Catawba  unfordable.  For  two 
days  the  swell  of  tlie  river  continued.    In  the  interim  Morgan, 
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availing  himself  of  so  fortunate  an  occurrence,  sent  off  his 
prisoners,  (in  number  nearly  equal  to  his  effective  force)  with 
the  arms  and  stores  which  he  had  taken,  and  happily  placed 
them  in  security.  What  must  have  been  the  result  but  for 
this  Providential  rain  ?  Inevitable  defeat,  and  ruin  to  Morgan 
and  his  corps ;  and  such  a  decided  superiority  gained  over  the 
portion  of  the  army  under  the  immediate  command  of  General 
Greene,  that  safety  could  only  have  been  obtained  Ijy  retreat 
into  Virginia  ;  and  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia  must  necessarily 
have  remained  (at  least  for  a  much  longer  period)  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  enemy. 

At  the  Yadkin,  as  at  the  Catawba,  the  same  propitious  for- 
tune crowned  the  efforts  of  Morgan  ;  he  passed  at  tlie  ford, 
and  in  fiats,  without  loss.  The  British  appeared  in  sight  as 
the  rear  of  his  force  was  landed,  but  a  powerful  fall  of  rain 
causing  a  sudden  swell  of  the  river,  the  cherished  hopes  of  the 
British  of  annihilating  his  command,  were  again  frustrated, 
and  pursuit  was  abandoned.  One  hope  still  remained  to  Corn- 
wallis,  and  that  was,  by  rapid  movement  to  prevent  the  retreat  of 
Greene  into  Yirginia ;  and  it  must  for  ever  redound  to  his  credit, 
that  no  Commander  ever  made  greater  sacrifices,  or  subject- 
ed himself  and  his  troops  to  greater  privations,  than  he  did  to 
accomplish  his  object.  His  wagons,  baggage,  and  every  super- 
fluous article  that  could  impede  celerity  of  movement,  were 
sacrificed,  and  the  ardour  of  pursuit  maintained  with  a  perse- 
verance almost  incredible.  But  against  the  foresight  of  Greene 
his  efforts  could  little  avail.  He  did,  indeed,  overtake,  and 
harass  the  retiring  American  army ;  but  the  rear  was  so  well 
protected  by  the  genius  of  Otho  Williams,  commanding  a  se- 
lected corps  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  that  the  Dan  was  passed 
without  any  material  interruption,  and  the  army  placed  in 
perfect  security. 

At  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  in  Yirginia,  Lord  Cornwallis 
perceiving  no  possible  chance  of  resisting,  successfully,  the 
combined  forces  of  America  and  France,  his  advanced  redoubts 
already  captured — the  greater  part  of  his  artillery  dismounted 
■ — his  lines  of  defence  crumbled  into  his  ditches — resolved  to 
attempt  the  accomplishment  of  an  escape  by  crossing  the  river 
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to  the  opposite  l)ank  ;  or  at  all  events  of  protracting  surrender, 
and  obtaining-  more  favonrable  terms  for  the  garrison.  Al- 
ready a  part  of  the  troops  liad  reached  Gloucester  Point — a 
second  division  was  enil)arked,  when,  in  the  critical  moment 
of  excited  hope,  when  every  thing  appeared  to  favour  his  de- 
sio-n,  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain  arose,  which  at  once  disconcert- 
ed  all  his  measures.  The  boats  were  driven  down  the  river, 
and  the  army,  weakened  and  divided,  left  in  extreme  peril. 
To  increase  misfortune,  with  the  return  of  day,  a  most  tremen- 
dous and  destructive  fire  was  opened  by  the  besiegers.  The 
tempest,  however,  abated,  and  the  boats  returning,  brought 
back  the  division  of  the  army  that  had  crossed  to  Gloucester, 
and  Cornwallis,  so  long  triumphant,  was  compelled  to  submit. 

I  will  bring  forward  one  other  instance.  At  the  most  dis- 
tressful  period  of  the  war.  General  Washington  wrote  to  Con- 
gress, "  That  he  was  surrounded  by  secret  foes,  destitute  of  the 
means  of  detecting  them,  or  of  getting  intelligence  of  the  ene- 
my's movements  and  designs.  The  army  was  in  rags,  had  few 
or  no  blankets,  and  military  stores  were  in  the  dregs.  The 
troops  reduced  in  numbers,  must  retreat,  without  the  means 
of  defence  if  attacked,  and  would  prol)ably  disperse  from  the 
want  of  subsistence  and  clothing  in  an  inclement  season,  too 
severe  for  nature  to  sujiport.  In  a  word,  we  have  lived  upon 
expedients  till  we  can  live  no  longer  ;  and  it  may  truly  be 
said,  that  the  history  of  this  war,  is  a  history  of  false  hopes 
and  temporary  devices,  instead  of  system  and  economy,  which 
results  from  it."  All  business  was,  in  consequence,  suspended 
in  Congress,  and  dismay  was  universal,  since  no  supplies  of 
the  requisitions  demanded  could  be  provided. 

Mr.  Robert  Morris,  to  whom  the  United  States  is  more  in- 
debted for  their  prosperity  and  happiness,  than  to  any  other 
individual,  witli  the  exception  of  General  Washington,  over- 
coiiie  by  his  feelings,  (piitted  the  Hall  with  a  mind  conq)^etel3' 
depressed,  without  a  present  hope,  or  cheering  expectation  of 
future  pros])erity.  On  entering  his  Counting-TIouse,  he  re- 
ceived the  wclconu!  intelligence,  that  a  ship  which  he  had 
despaired  of,  had,  at  that  moment,  arrived  at  the  wharf,  with 
a  full  cai'go  of  all  the  munitions  of  war,  and  of  soldiers'  cloth- 
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ing.  He  returned  to  Congress  almost  breathless  with  joy,  and 
announced  the  exhilarating  good  news.  Nor  did  propitious 
fortune  end  here.  Accidentally  meeting  with  a  worthy  Quaker, 
who  had  wealth  at  command,  and  a  hearty  w^ell-wisher  to  the 
American  cause,  although  from  his  religious  princi[)les  averse 
to  war  and  fighting,  he  thought  it  no  departure  from  the  strict 
line  of  propriety,  to  endeavour,  by  every  exertion,  to  awaken 
his  sympathy  and  obtain  his  assistance.  Assuming,  therefore, 
an  expression  of  countenance  indicative  of  the  most  poignant 
anguish  and  deep  despair,  he  was  passing  him  in  silence,  when 
the  benevolent  Quaker,  udio  had  critically  observed  him,  and 
marked  the  agitation  of  his  mind,  feelingly  said,  "  Robert,  I 
fear  there  is  bad  news."  The  reply  was,  "  Yes,  very  bad  ;  I 
am  under  the  most  helpless  embarrassment  for  the  want  of 
some  hard  money."  "  How  much  would  relieve  thy  difiicul- 
ties,  Robert  ?"  The  sum  was  mentioned.  "  But  I  could  only 
give  my  private  engagement  in  a  note,  which  I  would  sacredly 
pledge  my  honour  to  repay,"  rejoined  Mr.  Morris.  "  Cease  thy 
sorrows,  then,  Robert ;  thou  shalt  have  the  money  in  confidence 
of  thy  silence  on  the  subject,  as  it  regards  me."  The  specie 
was  procured,  immediately  remitted  to  General  Washington, 
and  saved  the  army. 

I  sh(jnld  find  no  difficulty  in  producing  many  other,  and 
equally  satisfactory  proofs  of  the  opinion  advanced,  but  shall 
content  myself  with  asking — Is  it  possible,  that  so  many  occur- 
rences should  be  considered  as  casualties  depending  altogether 
on  chance  ?  Do  they  not  rather  appear  as  the  orderings  of  the 
benificent  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  extending  his  protecting  arm 
over  a  people  whom  he  clierished,  and  checking  the  wild  and 
inordinate  ambition  of  the  oppressor  ?  It  is  the  light  in  which 
it  ought  to  be  viewed,  that  the  gratitude  of  the  nation  should 
be  proportioned  to  the  blessings  bestowed  on  it,  and  that  the 
pride  of  success  restrained  within  just  limits,  nor  overstepping 
the  bounds  of  moderation,  the  victors  in  the  contest  may,  with 
humility,  exclaim,  "  Not  unto  us,  but  unto  the  pow^erful  pro- 
tection of  an  all  wise  and  beneficent  God,  are  such  providential 
escapes  and  unexampled  successes  to  be  attributed." 


314  REVOLUTIONARY    ANECDOTES. 


EGBERT    MORRIS. 

Having  but  slightly  ineiitioned  this  distinguished  patriot, 
both  justice  and  gratitude  require  that  I  should  speak  more 
particularly  of  his  extraordinary  powers  in  the  department  of 
Finance  ;  the  extent  of  his  influence  in  the  commercial  relations 
of  the  nation,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  successful  exer- 
tions in  the  accomplishment  of  its  independence ;  more  es- 
pecially, as  it  is  acknowledged,  that  to  the  zeal  and  ability  of 
Washington  alone,  were  superior  honors  due.  My  information 
in  all  that  relates  to  this  distinguished  citizen,  is  derived,  in  a 
ffreat  measure,  from  one  of  the  most  enlio-htened  and  active 
patriots  of  our  Revolution,  Judge  Peters;  but  better  authority 
could  not  be  adduced,  since,  placed  for  many  years  at  the  head 
of  the  Board  of  War,  he  possessed  the  most  perfect  knowledge 
of  every  military  transaction,  and  of  the  influence  of  Mr. 
Morris,  in  giving  efficacy  to  enterprise.  Independent  of  which, 
that  from  ])ersonal  friendship  and  constant  co-operation,  in  la- 
bouring for  the  nation's  glory,  there  appeared  but  one  object 
and  one  mind  betwixt  them.  The  Anecdote  which  follows  is 
from  his  ])en  ;  it  M'ould  be  an  injustice  on  my  part  to  attempt 
the  alteration  of  a  single  sentence,  a  single  word. 

"In  1771),  or  1780,  two  of  the  most  distressing  years  of 
the  war,  General  Washington  wrote  to  me  a  most  alfirming  ac- 
count of  the  prostrate  condition  of  the  military  stores,  and  en- 
joining my  immediate  exertions  to  supply  deflciencies.  There 
were  no  musket  cartridges  but  those  in  the  men's  boxes,  and 
tiiey  were  wet;  of  course,  if  attacked,  a  retreat  or  a  rout  was 
inevitable.     We  (the  Board  of  War)  had  exhausted  all  the 
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lead  accessible  to  us,  having  caused  even  the  spouts  of  houses 
to  be  melted,  and  had  oifered,  abortively,  the  equivalent  in 
paper  of  two  shillings  specie  per  pound  for  lead.  I  went  in  the 
evening  of  the  da_y  in  which  I  received  this  letter,  to  a  splendid 
entertainment  given  by  Don  Mirailles,  the  Spanish  Minister. 
My  heart  was  sad,  but  I  had  the  faculty  of  brightening  my 
countenance  even  under  gloomy  disasters,  yet  it  seems  ^/?e;^  not 
sufficiently  adroitly.  Mr.  Morris,  who  was  one  of  the  guests, 
and  knew  me  well,  discovered  some  casual  traits  of  depression. 
He  accosted  me  in  his  usual  blunt  and  disengaged  manner.  "I 
see  some  clouds  passing  across  the  sunny  countenance  you  as- 
sume— what  is  the  matter?"  After  some  hesitation  I  showed 
him  the  General's  letter,  which  I  had  brought  from  the  ottice 
with  the  intention  of  placing  it  at  home  in  a  private  cabinet. 
He  played  with  my  anxiety,  which  he  did  not  relieve  for  some 
time.  At  length,  however,  with  great  and  sincere  delight,  he 
called  me  aside,  and  told  me  that  the  Ilolker  j)r Ivateef'  had  jnst 
arrived  at  his  wharf  with  ninety  tons  of  lead,  which  she  had 
brought  as  ballast.  It  had  been  landed  at  Martinique,  and 
stone  ballast  had  supplied  its  place,  but  this  had  been  put  on 
shore  and  the  lead  again  taken  in.  'You  shall  have  my  half 
of  this  fortunate  supply  ;  there  are  the  owmers  of  the  other 
half,'  (indicating  gentlemen  in  the  apartment.)  'Yes,  but  1  am 
already  under  heavy  personal  engagements,  as  guarantee  for 
the  Department,  to  those  and  other  gentlemen.'  'Well,'  re- 
joined Mr.  Morris,  'they  will  take  your  assumption  with  my 
guaranty.'  I  instantly,  on  these  terms,  secured  the  lead,  left 
the  entertainment,  sent  for  the  proper  officers,  and  set  more 
than  one  hundred  people  to  work  through  the  night.  Before 
morning  a  supply  of  cartridges  was  ready,  and  sent  off  to  the 
army." 

"I  could  relate  many  more  such  occurrences.     Thus  did  our 
affairs  succeed,     '^er  varios  casus,  2)er  tot  discriirdna  reruni.'' 

And  these  discrimina  rerum  occurred  so  often,  tliat  we  had 
frequently  occasion  feelingly  to  exclaim, 

'■  Quod  0]}tanti  divum  promiitere  nemo. 
'Anserat — Fors  en  !  attulit  uliro.'' — Virgil." 

But  at  once  to  give  the  stamp  of  excellence  to  his  zeal  and 

41 
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decided  iiiliueiice  in  the  most  inoinentout;  concerns  of  the 
nation,  1  will,  from  the  same  authority,  show  in  how  great  a 
measure  his  activity  decided  the  fate  of  Cornwallis. 

"It  may  not  be  generally  known,  but  it  is  an  incontrovertible 
fact,  that  the  plan  of  the  campaign  for  the  year  1781,  as  agreed 
upon  l)y  General  Washington  and  Admiral  De  Grasse,  was  to 
aim  at  the  reduction  of  Neiv-York,  and  that  the  Southern  en- 
terprise was  never  contemplated  until,  unexpectedly,  and  to 
his  extreme  surprise.  General  Washington  (by  the  French  Ad- 
miral's breaking  his  engagements  to  come  into  New-York 
Bay,  and  announcing  his  intention,  through  the  Admiral  com- 
manding tlie  squadron  at  Rhode  Island,  to  enter  and  remain, 
for  a  few  weelis,  in  the  Chesapeake)  was  obliged  to  change  the 
whole  plan  of  operations;  which,  from  the  powerful  resources 
of  his  mind,  he  planned  and  ])erformed  in  a  sudden  and 
masterly  manner.  An  account  has  been  j)ublished,  by  wliich 
it  appears  that  the  Count  liochambeau  claimed  the  credit  of 
planning  the  enterprise  a  year  before  it  was  put  in  execution. 
A  military  character  who  had  rendered  such  imi)ortant  services 
to  our  country  as  were,  by  universal  consent,  attributed  to  liim, 
needed  no  borrowed  plume.  He  avows  his  having  advised 
Connt  De  Grasse  not  to  venture  into  New-York  Bay.  He 
should,  (had  he  acted  consistently  with  his  duty)  with  candour, 
and  in  due  season,  have  made  this  communication  to  General 
Washington  ;  wliereas,  the  iirst  intimation  of  a  change  of  the 
original  plan,  was  the  French  Admiral's  letter  from  Rhode 
Island,  which  the  General  put  into  my  hands  a  few  hours  after 
he  had  received  it,  with  strong  expressions  of  surprise  and  re- 
sentment. Assuredly,  at  this  period,  the  expedition  to  the 
Southward  had  never  been  thought  of;  but  as  Count  Rocham- 
l)cau's  countervailing  advice  had  been  attended  with  successful 
consecpieiices,  he  atlroitly  takes  advantage  of  this  good  fortune 
and  turns,  an  otherwise  unjustiliable interference,  into  i)ersonal 
merit.  I  was  sent  l)y  (Congress,  under  the  belief  that  New- 
York  was  the  object,  to  consult  with  General  Washington,  on 
the  supplies  necessary  for  the  attack.  But,  the  apprehension 
expressed  by  (yount  De  Grasse,  of  danger  to  his  heavy  ships, 
should  they  enter  the  Bay,  and  the  avowal  of  his  intention  to 
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sail  for  the  Chesapeake,  put  at  once  an  end  to  deliberation  on 
the  subject.  A  new  object  was  now  to  be  song-ht  for,  on  which 
the  co-operation  of  the  allies  might  be  eniplo_yed  with  effect. 
I  was  present  when  the  Southern  enterprise  was  resolved  on, 
(claiming  no  merit  or  agency  in  the  military  part  of  it)  and 
superintended  the  provision  of  every  thing  required  by  the 
General,  for  the  operation.  From  seventy  to  eighty  pieces  of 
battering  cannon,  and  one  hundred  of  field  artillery,  were 
completely  fitted  and  furnished  with  attirail  and  ammunition, 
although,  when  I  returned  from  camp  to  Philadelphia,  there 
was  not  a  field  carriage  put  together,  and  but  a  small  quantity 
of  fixed  ammunition  in  our  Magazines.  The  train  was  pro- 
gressively sent  on  in  three  or  four  weeks,  to  the  great  honour 
of  the  officers  and  men  employed  in  this  meritorious  service. 
All  this,  together  icith  the  expense  of  'promsionfop,  and  pay 
of  the  troops,  was  accoviplished  on  the  personal  credit  of  Mr. 
Robert  Morris,  %oho  issued  his  notes  to  the  amount  of  one 
million  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  ivhichioere  finally  all 
paid.  Assistance  was  furnished  by  Virginia  and  other  States, 
from  the  merit  whereof  I  mean  not  to  detract.  But,  as  there 
was  no  money  in  the  chest  of  the  War  Office,  and  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  empty,  the  expedition  never  could  have 
been  operative  and  brought  to  a  successful  issue,  had  not,  most 
fortunately,  Mr.  Morris'  credit,  superior  exertions,  and  manage- 
ment, supplied  the  indispensable  sine  qua  non,  the  funds  neces- 
sary to  give  effect  to  exertion." 

Such  im]iortant  services  rendered  to  his  country,  while  they 
entitled  Mr.  Morris  to  the  admiration,  should,  at  the  same 
time,  have  secured  him  some  distinguished  testimony  of  pub- 
lic gratitude.  He  richly  merited,  and  ought  to  have  enjoyed 
in  old  age,  the  uninterrupted  blessings  of  peace  and  happiness. 
But,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  the  propitious  fortunes  that 
seemed  attendant  on  all  his  prior  enterprises,  forsook  him.  He 
engaged  in  deep  speculation,  to  the  entire  ruin  of  his  pecuni- 
ary concerns.  He  had  husbanded,  and  with  success,  the 
funds  of  the  public,  but  dissipated  his  own.  Penury  and 
wretchedness  closed  the  scene  of  life.  The  memory  of  a  man 
of  such  distinguished  utility  cannot  be  lost;  and  while  the  re- 
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collection  of  his  multiplied  services  are  deeply  engraven  on 
the  tablet  of  every  patriotic  heart,  I  fondly  hope,  that  the 
day  is  not  distant,  when  some  pnblic  monnnient,  recording  the 
most  momentons  occurrences  of  his  life,  and  characteristic  of 
national  feeling  and  gratitude,  may  mark  the  spot  where  rest 
the  remains  of  Robert  Morris. 


To  the  instances  given  by  Judge  Peters,  of  the  happy  ar- 
rival of  supplies  for  the  arm3%  at  the  moment  that  they  were 
most  needed,  I  would  add  another  occurrence  derived  from 
the  same  authority,  "  On  our  entering  Philadelphia,  in  June 
177S,  after  the  evacuation  by  tlie  British  troops,  we  were 
hard  pressed  for  ammunition.  We  caused  the  whole  city  to 
be  ransacked  in  search  of  cartridge  paper.  At  length,  I 
thought  of  the  garrets^  etc.,  of  old  Printing  Offices.  In  tliat 
once  occupied  as  a  lumber  room  by  Dr.  Franklin,  when  a 
printer,  a  vast  collection  was  discovered. — Among  the  mass 
was  more  than  a  cart  body  load  of  Sermons  on  Defensive 
War,  preached  by  a  famous  Gilbert  Tenant,  during  an  old 
British  and  French  War,  to  rouse  the  Colonists  to  indis])ensa- 
ble  exertion.  Tliese  appropriate  manifestoes  were  instantly 
employed  as  cases  for  musket  cartridges,  ra])idly  sent  to  tlie 
army,  came  most  opportunely,  and  were  fired  away  at  the 
battle  of  Monmouth  against  our  retiring  foe. 
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TIMOTHY  PICKEEING. 

Where  the  shafts  of  malevolence  have  been  directed 
against  a  patriot  who  never  liarboured  a  thouglit,  nor  cherished 
a  principle  inconsistent  with  the  honour  and  interests  of  his 
country,  though  they  fail  to  injure,  they  do  not  the  less  oft'end. 
It  is  most  grateful,  therefore,  to  me  to  speak  of  the  services  of 
a  patriot,  who,  though  not  always  a  successful  candidate  for 
public  favour,  never  ceased  to  deserve  it.  Thoroughly  ap- 
proving the  opinions  of  Judge  Peters,  I  will  give  them  in  his 
own  w^ords.  Speaking  of  Colonel  Pickering,  he  says, — ^"  He 
is  too  well  known  to  need  any  eulogium  from  me.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  War;  and  a 
most  diligent  and  able  co-adjutor  we  had  in  him,  during 
eighteen  months,  when  he  was  called  to  the  field,  first  as  Ad- 
jutant, then  as  Quarter-Master  General.  I  have  known  him 
intimately  forty-five  years.  A  man  of  more  firmness  and 
sterling  integrity  never  lived.  Yet  he  has  been  persecuted 
with  shameless  obloquy.  His  present  situation  gives  a  prac- 
tical rebutter  to  some  gross  aspersions.  He  does  not  claim  a 
title  to  the  brilliant  fame  of  Cincinnatus,  but  he  emulates  his 
virtues  in  retirement ;  and  now,  in  the  seventy-seventh  year 
of  his  life,  personally  labors  on  a  farm  of  very  moderate  ex- 
tent, in  his  native  State,  where  his  merits  are  best  known  and 
justly  appreciated.  This  moderate  establishment  he  was  en- 
abled to  purchase  by  the  grateful  and  generous  assistance  of 
an  association  of  liberal  fellow-citizens,  who  bought  his  invest- 
ment of  title  to  his  military  certificates  in  forest  lands  in 
Pennsylvania,  with  a  view  of  serving  liim^  and  not  themselves. 
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And,  to  their  immortal  honour,  those  lands  have  been  trans- 
ferred, gratuitously,  to  tlie  widow  and  orphans  of  the  late 
eminently  distinguished  and  poignantly  lamented  General 
Hamilton,  another  of  our  Revolutionary  patriots,  who  reaped 
but  a  pittance  of  the  fruits,  though  he  led  the  way  in  sowing 
and  maturina:  the  harvest." 
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BARON  STEUBEN. 

It  is  with  peculiar  delight  that  I  bring  into  view  the  ser- 
vices of  this  excellent  soldier  and  inestimable  man,  conscien- 
tiously believing,  that  after  the  Generals  AVashington  and 
Greene,  and  the  Financier,  Robert  Morris,  there  was  no  indi- 
vidual in  the  United  States,  who,  in  equal  degree,  contributed 
to  the  victories  of  our  armies,  and  the  establishment  of  our 
Independence. 

It  was  my  good  fortune,  shortly  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
war,  to  be  presented  to  Baron  Steuben,  an  officer  who  had 
served  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States  with  the  highest 
distinction.  To  give  a  just  idea  of  his  merit,  it  is  necessary 
to  state  his  previous  situation  in  Europe,  and  the  sacriiices 
which  attended  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Liberty.  Most 
of  the  foreigners  who  had  engaged  in  the  service  of  America, 
were  men  of  desperate  fortunes,  ambitious  to  accpiire  honour 
and  emolument.  They  had  possessed  but  inferior  grade  in 
the  armies  in  which  they  had  served,  yet,  to  a  people  totally 
miacquainted  with  the  art  of  war,  their  knowledge  was  of  im- 
portance, and  on  all  occasions  rew\arded  with  flattering  pro- 
motion. It  was  far  otherwise  with  Baron  Steuben.  At  the 
commencement  of  our  contest  with  Great  Britain  he  was  a 
Lieutenant  General  in  the  circle  of  the  German  Empire, 
called  Swabia,  and  commanded  in  chief  the  forces  of  the 
Prince  of  Beven.  He  was  also  a  Canon  of  the  Church,  and 
Aid-de-Camp  to  the  King  of  Prussia,  with  a  revenue  from 
these  officers  amounting  to  nearly  six  hundred  pounds  sterling 
per  annum.      By   entering  into  the  service   of    the  United 
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States  his  rank  as  a  soldier  was  diminished,  and  expectation 
of  bettering  his  fortunes  for  ever  destroyed.  The  regulations 
of  Congress  (except  in  the  case  of  the  Commander  in  Chief) 
admitted  of  no  rank  superior  to  that  of  Major  General,  and 
the  poverty  and  distress  of  the  country,  destroyed  every  hope 
of  pecuniary  advantage.  Yet,  actuated  by  motives  superior 
to  ambition  and  self-interest,  offering  his  services  even  with- 
out pay,  he,  by  unwearied  industry,  activity,  and  persever- 
ance, called  into  service  the  army  that  gave  liberty  to  America. 
A  letter  received  from  Judge  Peters,  of  Philadelphia,  to 
whose  politeness  I  am  proud  to  acknowledge  myself  ])eculiarly 
indebted,  supplying  many  of  the  most  interesting  Anecdotes 
of  my  collection,  says, — "  Your  mentioning  the  name  of 
Baron  SttJuben  recalls  to  my  memory  a  valued  friend,  whose 
merits  have  never  been  duly  appreciated.  Our  army  was  but 
a  meritorious  irregular  band  before  his  creation  of  discipline. 
His  Department  and  personal  conduct  were  particularly  under 
my  observation.  One  fact,  to  prove  his  usefulness,  will  go 
further  than  a  thousand  words.  In  the  estimates  of  tlie  War 
Othce,  we  always  allowed  live  thousand  muskets  beyond  the 
actual  numbers  of  our  muster  of  the  whole  army.  It  was,  in 
early  times,  never  sufficient  to  guard  against  the  waste  and 
misapplication  that  occurred.  In  the  last  inspection  return  of 
the  Main  Army,  before  I  left  the  War  Department,  Baron 
Steuben  being  then  Inspector  General,  only  tJiree  muskets 
were  deficient,  and  those  accounted  for." 

A  friend,  on  the  accuracy  of  whose  statements  I  can  confi- 
dently rely,  told  me  that  it  could  not  easily  be  conceived  to 
wliat  severe  trial  the  patience  of  tlie  Baron  was  ]uit  in  liis 
iirst  efforts  to  establish  a  regular  system  of  discipline;  and 
tliat,  on  one  occasion,  having  exhausted  all  his  German  and 
l"'r('iu'Ii  oaths,  he  vociferated  to  his  Aid-de-Camp,  Major 
Walker,  "  Vien  Walker — vien  7non  hon  ami.  Curse — God 
damn  de  gancherie  of  dese  hadaxis^  je  ne  puis  jdus.  I  can 
curse  ''dem    no  more.'''' 

In  private  life  his  virtues  were  exalted;  and  it  would  be 
(litlicult  to  determine,  whether  he  most  excites  our  ;ulniiration 
for  zeal  ami   activity  as  a  patriot  and  soldier,  or    tenderness 
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and  humanity  as  a  man.  As  I  hold  his  character  in  liigh 
veneration,  I  have  great  delight  in  relating  an  Anecdote 
which  I  received  from  General  Walter  Stewart ;  the  truth  of 
which  may  confidently  be  relied  on.  After  the  capture  of 
Yorktown,  the  superior  officers  of  the  allied  army,  vied  with 
each  other  in  acts  of  civility  and  attention  to  the  captive 
Britons.  Lord  Cornw^allis  and  his  family  were  ]iarticularly 
distinguished.  Entertainments  were  given  in  succession  by 
all  the  Major  Generals,  with  the  exception  of  Baron  Steuben. 
He  alone  withheld  an  invitation,  not  from  a  wdsh  to  be  par- 
ticular, nor  that  his  heart  was  closed  to  the  attentions  due  to 
misfortune!  His  soul  w^as  superior  to  prejudice;  and,  as  a 
soldier,  he  tenderly  sympathized  in  their  fate,  while  poverty 
denied  the  means  of  displaying  that  liberality  towards  them, 
which  had  been  shown  by  others.  Such  was  his  situation, 
when  calling  on  Col.  Stewart,  and  informing  him  of  his  inten- 
tion to  entertain  the  British  Commander-in-Chief,  he  requested, 
that  he  would  advance  him  a  sum  of  money  as  the  price  of  his 
favourite  charger.  "  'Tis  a  good  beast,"  said  the  Baron,  "and 
has  proved  a  faithful  servant  through  all  the  dangers  of  the 
war ;  but,  though  painful  to  my  heart,  we  must  part."  Colonel 
Stewart,  to  prevent  a  step  that  he  knew  must  be  attended  with 
great  loss,  and  still  greater  inconvenience,  immediately  tendered 
liis  purse,  recommending,  should  the  sum  it  contained  prove 
insufficient,  the  sale  or  pledge  of  his  w^atch.  "M}-  dear  friend," 
said  the  Baron,  "  'tis  already  sold.  Poor  N.  was  sick  and 
wanted  necessaries.  He  is  a  brave  fellow,  and  possesses  the 
best  of  hearts.  The  trifle  it  brought  is  set  apart  for  his  use. 
My  horse  must  go,  so  no  more,  I  beseech  you,  to  turn  me  from 
my  purpose.  I  am  a  Major  General  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  ray  private  convenience  must  not  be  put 
in  the  scale  with  the  duty,  which  my  rank  calls  upon  me  im- 
periously to  perform." 

The  liberal  disposition  of  Baron  Steuben,  afforded  to  his 
Aid-de-Camp,  Major  North,  an  opportunity  of  making  a  pe- 
culiarly happy  repartee.  On  the  summit  of  a  hill,  on  the  fann 
occupied  by  the  Baron,  a  monument  was  erected  to  the  memory 
of  a  certain   Mr.  Provost,  who,  on  account  of  his  constant 
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command  of  cash,  had  been  styled,  when  Kving,  Ready  Money 
Provost.  A  gentleman  observing,  that  in  the  event  of  death, 
the  Baron  would  be  at  no  loss  for  a  snug  place  of  interment, 
Major  North  replied,  "Then,  Sir,  his  disposition  must  alter 
with  his  state,  for  in  life  he  will  never  tolerate  the  idea  of 
laying  hy  ready  money." 

Though  poor  himself,  the  Baron  had  a  number  of  pension- 
ers. Of  one  of  these  I  must  relate  an  interesting  Anecdote. 
When  Arnold  apostatized  and  attached  himself  to  the  British 
Standard,  Baron  Steuben,  at  that  period  Inspector  General  of 
the  army,  to  show  his  perfect  abhorrence  of  the  traitor,  com- 
manded, that  every  soldier  who  bore  the  name  should  change 
it,  or  be  immediately  dismissed  the  service.  Some  days  after, 
finding  a  soldier  of  Connecticut,  who  had  paid  no  attention  to 
the  mandate,  he  insisted  that  he  should  instantaneously  be  ex- 
pelled from  the  ranks.  "I  am  no  traitor,  my  worthy  Gene- 
ral,"" said  the  soldier,  "and  will  willingly  renounce  a  name 
that  the  perfidy  of  a  scoundrel  has  for  ever  tarnished,  if  allowed 
to  assume  one,  which  is  dear  to  every  American  soldier.  Let 
me  be  Steuben,  and  be  assured  that  I  will  never  disgrace  you." 
"Willingly,  my  W(jrthy  fellow,"  replied  the  Baron.  "Be  hence- 
forth Steuben,  and  add  to  the  glory  of  a  name  that  lias  already 
acquired  lustre  by  tlie  partial  adoption  of  a  brave  man."  The 
soldier,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  kept  a  tavern  in  New 
England,  exhibiting  a  representation  of  his  patron  as  a  sign; 
un.l  as  long  as  the  Baron  lived,  received  a  pension  from  him  as 
a  reward  for  liis  partial  attachment. 

The  hoapitality  of  Baron  Steuben  was  unbounded.  Intro- 
duced at  Ills  villa  by  a  friend,  to  whose  exertions  in  Congress 
he  considered  liiniself  peculiarly  indebted  for  a  pension  settled 
on  him  for  life,  he  treated  me  with  marked  attention  :  and  at 
the  moment  of  my  dei)arture  said  with  great  politeness,  (Sun- 
day being  the  day  on  which  he  kept  open  table  for  his  friends.) 
^''Souvenez  vovs^^rtion  jc\me  ami^^''^'^^^^''^'^  voire  sejovr  a  New 
YorJc,  que  le  Dimanche,  est  consacre  a  Dieu  et  d  Steuben^ 

Dining  with  him  shortly  after  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Robert 
Morris,  as  Financier  of  the  United  States,  the  cause  of  Mdiicli 
appeared  incx})Hcable  to  the  company  present.  "  To  w<3," 
said  Baron  Steuben,  "  there  appears  no  mystery.     I  will  illus 
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trate  my  sentiments  by  a  simple  narrative.  When  I  was  about 
to  quit  Paris  to  embark  for  the  United  States,  the  better  to  in- 
sure comfort,  when  in  camp,  I  judged  it  of  importance  to  en- 
gage in  my  service  a  cook  of  celebrity.  The  American  army 
was  posted  at  Yalley  Forge,  when  I  joined  it.  Arrived  at  my 
quarters,  a  wagoner  presented  himself,  saying  that  he  was  di- 
rected to  attach  himself  to  my  train,  and  obey  my  orders. 
Commissaries  arriving,  furnished  a  supply  of  beef  and  bread, 
and  retired.  My  cook  looked  around  him  for  utensils,  indis- 
pensable, in  his  opinion,  for  preparing  a  meal,  and  finding 
none,  in  an  agony  of  despair,  applied  to  the  wagoner  for  ad- 
vice. 'We  cook  our  meat,'  replied  he,  'by  hanging  it  up  by  a 
string,  and  turning  it  before  a  good  Hre  till  sufficiently  roasted.' 
The  next  day — and  still  another  passed,  without  material 
change.  The  Commissary  made  his  deposit.  My  cook  showed 
the  strongest  indications  of  uneasiness  by  shrugs  and  heavy 
sighing  ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  oaths,  spoke  not  a 
word  of  complaint.  His  patience,  however,  was  completely 
exhausted ;  he  requested  an  audience,  and  demanded  his  dis- 
mission. 'Under  happier  circumstances,  mon  General,'  said 
he,  '  it  would  be  my  ambition  to  serve  you,  but  here  I  have  no 
chance  of  showing  my  talents,  and  I  think  myself  obliged,  in 
honour,  to  save  you  expense,  since  your  wagoner  is  just  as  able 
to  turn  the  string  as  I  am.'  'Believe  me,  gentlemen,'  continued 
the  Baron,  'the  Treasury  of  America  is,  at  present,  just  as 
empty  as  my  kitchen  was  at  Valley  Forge ;  and  Mr.  Morris 
wisely  retires,  thinking  it  of  very  little  consequence  who  turns 
the  string.''  " 

It  is  a  gratification  to  add,  that  as  a  tribute  to  his  merit,  and 
reward  for  his  important  services.  Congress,  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  war,  settled  on  him  a  pension  of  two  thousand  dollars 
per  annum  for  life ;  and  that  the  State  of  New  York  gave  him, 
as  a  donation,  a  very  fine  tract  of  country.  General  Washing- 
ton, who  was  well  acquainted  with  his  liberality,  said,  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  a  friend,  who  repeated  it  to  me, — "I  rejoice  that  Con- 
gress have  given  to  so  excellent  a  patriot  an  independency,  and 
by  an  annuity  ;  for  had  they  bestowed  a  specific  sum,  were  it 
ten  times  the  amount,  the  generous  heart  of  Steuben  would 
keep  hini  poor,  and  he  would,  in  all  probability,  die  a  beggar." 
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GENERAL   GATES. 

Although  blame  must  ever  attach  to  General  Gates,  for 
his  ungenerous  effort  to  rise  to  supreme  command,  by  effecting 
the  downfall  of  his  superior,  encouraging  intrigue,  and  coun- 
tenancing disaffection  the  more  readily  to  accomplish  it.  Al- 
though the  world,  too  apt  to  censure  from  appearances,  have 
fixed  the  stigma  of  precipitancy  upon  liis  conduct,  which  led 
him  with  blind  confidence  in  the  superiority  of  his  own  judg- 
ment and  military  talent,  to  mock  the  admonition  of  General 
Charles  Lee,  warning  him  to  avoid  the  chance  of  exchanging 
"The  Laurel  already  gained,  for  a  wreath  of  Willow;"  and 
would  lead  us,  by  its  censures,  to  blame  with  asperity,  his 
pointed  neglect  of  the  prudential  advice  of  De  Kalb — "  Not 
too  hastily  to  risk  a  battle."  Yet,  let  us  do  justice,  even  wdien 
Compelled  to  blame.  I  have,  from  the  information  of  an  officer 
high  in  his  confidence,  whose  word  is  truth,  just  cause  to  be- 
lieve, that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  risk  a  l)attle  when  com- 
pelled by  Cornwallis  to  engage  near  Camden.  His  av^owed 
object  was  to  choose  a  position  in  the  vicinity  of  Lord  Tlawdon, 
and  to  fortify  it,  so  that  if  the  British  General  ventured  to 
attack  liiin,  he  would  be  compelled  to  do  it  at  considerable 
hazard.  He  frankly  dechu'cd,  that  he  was  not  sufficiently 
strong  in  Continental  force  to  risk  an  engagement.  And  to 
increase  the  strength  of  the  irregular  army,  Colonel  Harring- 
ton, an  officer  of  great  influence,  was  ordered  into  North- 
Carolina,  and  Colonel  Marion  detached  to  the  lower  Pedee,  to 
rouse  as  many  effective  men  to  arm  in  his  favour  as  possible. 
In  confirmation  of  tliis  statement,  the  Colonels  Porterfield  and 
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Senif  were  actually  sent  forward  to  reconnoitre,  and  fixed  upon 
a  position  behind  Granny  Creek,  which  was  esteemed  alto- 
gether fitted  to  the  Clenerars  purposes,  having  the  creek  in 
front,  a  deep  and  difficult  swamp  on  the  right,  and  command- 
ing grounds  on  the  left,  which,  strengthened  by  a  redoubt  and 
abbatis,  would  give  security  from  attack.  Had  Lord  Rawdon 
remained  in  command,  his  schemes  might  have  been  crowned 
with  success,  as  that  Nobleman  had  shown  no  disposition  to 
meet  him ;  but  Lord  Cornwallis  arrived,  whose  enterprising 
spirit  at  once  discerned  the  danger  of  delay,  and  fixed  his  de- 
termination to  fight.  Remaining,  therefore,  but  one  night  in 
Camden,  he  marched  forward  to  battle,  justifying  the  wisdom 
of  his  measures  by  the  success  which  attended  them.  Gates 
was  actually  on  his  march  to  occupy  the  position  fixed  on, 
when  met  by  his  vigilant  enemy,  and  compelled  to  risk,  in  an 
unguarded  moment,  an  action,  for  which  he  was  unprepared 
and  of  which  the  results  were  more  disastrous  than  any  battle 
fought  during  the  progress  of  the  Revolution.  I  would  not 
attempt  to  palliate  his  faults  wdien  they  call  for  censure,  and 
freely  blame  his  disregard  to  the  reiterated  solicitations  of  the 
Colonels  White  and  Washington,  to  give  the  sanction  of  his 
name  and  authority  to  recruit  the  cavalry  ;  a  measure,  had  it 
been  adopted,  that  might  have  given  an  entire  change  to  the 
current  of  success,  and  at  all  events  liave  saved  the  lives  of 
hundreds,  who  fell  under  the  merciless  sabres  of  Tarleton's 
Legionary  Cavalry, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  the  accuracy  of  whose  judgment  is 
undeniable,  thus  adverts  to  this  fatal  and  mistaken  policy, 

"White  and  Washington,  who,  after  the  disasters  of  Monk's 
Corner  and  Lenud's,  liad  retired  into  North  Carolina  with  the 
view  of  recruting  their  regiments,  eprnestly  solicited  General 
Gates  to  invigorate  their  efforts  by  the  aid  of  his  authority,  so 
as  to  enable  them  to  advance  with  him  to  the  theatre  of  action. 
Gates  paid  no  attention  to  this  proper  request,  and  thus  de- 
prived himself  of  the  most  operative  corps  belonging  to  the 
Southern  army.  Although  unfortunate,  these  regiments  had 
displayed  undaunted  courage,  and  had  been  taught  in  the 
school  of  adversity,  that  knowledge  which  actual  service  only 
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can  bestow.  It  is  probable,  that  this  injurious  indifference  on 
the  part  of  tlie  American  commander,  resulted  from  his  recur- 
rence to  the  campaign  of  1777,  when  a  British  army  surren- 
dered to  him  unaided  b}'  cavalry  ;  leading  him  to  conclude  that 
Armand's  corps,  already  with  him,  gave  an  adequate  portion 
of  this  species  of  force.  Fatal  mistake  !  It  is  not  improbable 
that  the  closeness  and  ruggedness  of  the  country  in  which  he 
had  been  so  triumphant,  did  render  the  aid  of  horse  less  mate- 
rial, but  the  moment  he  threw  his  eyes  upon  the  plains  of  the 
Carolinas,  the  moment  he  saw  their  dispersed  settlements  add- 
ing difficulty  to  difficulty  in  the  procurement  of  intelligence 
and  provisions ;  knoM'ing  too,  as  he  did,  that  the  enemy  had 
not  only  a  respectable  body  of  Dragoons,  but  that  it  had  been 
used  without  intermission,  and  with  much  effect,  it  would 
seem  that  a  discriminating  mind  must  have  been  led  to  acqui- 
esce in  the  wish  suggested  by  the  two  officers  of  horse.  To 
the  neglect  of  this  salutary  proposition  may,  with  reason,  be 
attributed  the  heavy  disaster  soon  after  experienced.  In  no 
country  in  the  world  are  the  services  of  cavalry  more  to  be  de- 
sired, than  in  that  which  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Major 
General  Gates,  and  how  it  was  possible  for  an  officer  of  his  ex- 
perience to  have  been  regardless  of  this  powerful  auxiliary, 
remains  inexplicable.  Calculating  proudly  on  the  weight  of 
his  name,  he  appears  to  have  slighted  the  prerequisites  to  vic- 
tory, and  to  have  hurried  on  to  the  field  of  battle  with  the  im- 
petuosity of  youth  ;  a  memorable  instance  of  the  certain  de- 
struction which  awaits  the  soldier  who  does  not  know  how  to 
estimate  pros]>erity.  If  good  fortune  begets  presumption  in- 
stead of  increasing  circumspection  and  diligence,  it  is  the  due 
precursor  of  deep  and  bitter  adversity'." 

Yet  for  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  displayed  in  his  con- 
flicts with  Burgoyne,  which  caused  the  surrender  of  an  entire 
British  army,  and  his  indefatigable  industry  in  bringing  under 
control,  the  refractory  spirit  impatient  of  subordination,  man- 
ifested in  every  department  of  the  army  before  Boston,  he  is 
certainly  entitled  to  the  gratitude  and  applause  of  his  country. 
With  jiarticular  pleasure,  therefore,  we  view  the  magnanimous 
conduct  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  who,  sensible  that 
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"  'Tls  cruelty  to  wound  a  falling  man," 

regardless  of  recent  misfortunes,  and  alone  remembering  the 
important  services  performed  by  him  in  happier  days,  as  he 
passed  through  the  city  tn  which  they  were  in  session,  pre- 
sented, by  a  Select  Committee,  the  following  complimentary 
resolution : 

"  In  The  House  of  Delegates. 

Richmond,  December^  28th,  1780. 
^'Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  wait  upon 
Major  General  Gates,  and  to  assure  him  of  the  high  regard  and  es- 
teem of  this  House  ;  that  the  remembrance  of  his  former  services 
cannot  be  obUterated  by  any  reverse  of  fortune  ;  but  that  this  House, 
ever  mindful  of  his  great  merit,  will  omit  no  opportunity  of  testifying 
to  the  world,  the  gratitude,  which,  as  a  member  of  the  American 
Union,  the  country  owes  him  in  his  military  character." 

I  have  already  stated,  that  great  blame  was  attached  to  his 
ambitious  project  of  supplanting  the  illustrious  leader  of  our 
armies  in  command.  Evidence  may  be  wanting  to  prove  him 
a  principal  in  this  iniquitous  conspiracy  ;  but  he  may  justly  be 
said  to  have  encouraged  what  he  did  not  endeavour  to  prevent. 
Yet  in  the  hour  of  affliction,  contrition  fell  heavy  on  his  heart, 
and  the  honourable  manner  in  which  he  evinced  it,  will,  I 
fondly  hope,  cause  his  direliction  of  duty  in  the  first  instance, 
to  be  buried  in  endless  oblivion. 

I  received  the  following  highly  interesting  Anecdote  from 
Dr.  William  Read,  at  the  period  of  its  occurrence  superin- 
tending the  Hospital  Department  at  Hillsborough  : 

"Having  occasion  to  call  on  General  Gates,  relative  to  the 
business  of  the  Department  under  my  immediate  charge,  I 
foimd  him  traversing  the  apartment  which  he  occupied,  under 
the  influence  of  high  excitement ;  his  agitation  was  excessive — 
every  feature  of  his  countenance,  every  gesture  betrayed  it. 
Official  despatches,  informing  him  that  he  was  superseded,  and 
that  the  command  of  the  Southern  Army  had  been  transferred 
to  General  Greene,  had  just  been  received  and  perused  by  him. 
His  countenance,  however,  betrayed  no  expression  of  irritation 
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or  resentment ;  it  v/as  sensibility  alone  that  caused  his  emotion. 
An  open  letter  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  was  often  raised  to 
his  lips,  and  kissed  witli  devotion,  while  the  exclamation  re- 
peatedly escaped  them- — 'Great  man  !'  'Noble,  generous  pro- 
cedure !'  When  the  tumult  of  his  mind  had  subsided,  and  his 
thoughts  found  utterance,  he,  with  strong  expression  of  feeling, 
exclaimed — 'I  have  receiv^ed  this  day  a  communication  from 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  which  has  conveyed  more  consolation 
to  my  bosom,  more  ineffable  delight  to  my  heart,  than  I  had 
believed  it  possible  for  it  ever  to  have  felt  again.  With  aifec- 
tionate  tenderness  he  sympathizes  with  me  in  my  domestic 
misfortunes,  and  condoles  with  me  on  the  loss  I  have  sustained 
by  the  recent  death  of  an  only  son  ;  and  then,  w^itli  peculiar 
delicacy,  lamenting  my  misfortune  in  battle,  assures  me,  that 
his  confidence  in  my  zeal  and  capacity  is  so  little  impaired, 
that  the  command  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army  will  be  be- 
stowed on  me  as  soon  as  I  can  make  it  convenient  to  join  him.'  " 
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GENERAL  CONWAY. 

There  was  no  officer  in  the  service  who  engaged  with  greater 
zeal  in  the  intrigue,  l)y  which  it  was  designed  to  deprive  Gren- 
eral  Washington  of  command,  and  place  General  Gates  at  the 
head  of  the  armj,  than  General  Conway.  Intrigue  was  the 
cherished  sphere  of  his  actions  ;  ambition  the  predominant 
passion  of  his  heart ;  and  he  appeared  but  little  scrupulous  as 
to  the  means  employed,  while  he  successfully  pursued  his  plans 
for  its  indulgence.  His  aim  was  to  vilify,  and  by  the  degrada- 
tion of  others  to  advance  his  own  fortunes.  We  accordingly 
"find  him  incessantly  harping  on  the  incapacity  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief to  direct  the  operations  of  the  army ;  and  de- 
nouncing not  only  the  ignorance  of  military  tactics,  displayed 
by  the  leaders  of  particular  corps,  but  the  total  want  of 
knowledge  in  the  army  generally,  of  the  exercises  the  most  es- 
sential to  its  perfection.  Nor  were  his  censures  witliout  effect. 
He  gained  proselytes  in  Congress,  and  through  their  influence 
promotion.  But,  when  convinced  of  the  injustice  of  his  con- 
duct, and  awed  by  the  superior  virtue  and  talents  of  General 
Washington,  he  threw  aside  the  veil  of  prejudice  that  had  ob- 
scured perception.  The  handsome  manner  in  which  he  made 
his  apolog}^  does  him  high  honour,  and  ought  to  be  recorded. 

Severely  wounded  in  a  duel  with  General  Cadwallader,  and 
believing  death  inevitable,  he  thus  addressed  General  Wash- 
ington : 

"  Philadelphia,  February  2Sd,  1778. 

"  Sir  : 

"  I  find  myself  just  able  to  hold  my  pen  during  a  few  minutes, 
and  take  this   opportunity  of  expressing  my  sincere  grief  for  having 
43 
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done,  written,  or  said  anything  disagreeable  to  your  Excellency.  My 
career  will  soon  be  over  ;  therefore,  justice  and  truth  prompt  me  to 
declare  my  last  sentiments.  You  are  in  my  eyes  the  great  and  good 
man.  May  you  long  enjoy  the  love,  esteem,  and  veneration  of  these 
States,  whose  liberties  you  have  asserted  by  your  virtues. 
"  1  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

"  PH.  CONWAY. 
"  His  Excellency  General  Washington." 
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GENERAL  CHARLES  LEE. 

Another  and  more  virulent  enemy,  with  unremitted  industry- 
sought  to  destroy  the  fair  and  unspotted  fame  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  people 
an  opinion,  not  only  that  he  was  unequal  to  the  duty  of  con- 
ducting, successfully,  the  enterprises  of  the  army  he  command- 
ed, but  that  the  jealously  of  his  disposition  induced  him  to 
view  with  jaundiced  eyes  the  claims  to  merit  of  military  men 
whom  he  knew  to  be  his  superiors  in  talent,  and  to  leave  no 
efforts  unessayed  to  accomplish  their  ruin. 

"  What  pow'r  bo  strong 
Can  tie  the  gall  up  in  the  sland'rous  tongue." — Shakspeark. 

There  can  be  no  misapprehension  relative  to  the  individual 
alluded  to.  Previous  to  his  captivity  I  am  ready  to  allow, 
that  General  Lee  rendered  the  most  essential  service  to  Amer- 
ica. He  engaged  in  her  cause,  and  in  defence  of  her  violated 
rights,  with  ardent  enthusiasm,  and,  both  by  precept  and  ex- 
ample, gave  encouragement  to  firm  and  intrepid  resistance. 
But  captivity  appears  to  have  broken  down  his  manly  spirit, 
and  in  the  place  of  that  bold,  frank,  and  open  independency 
of  character,  by  which  he  had  been  distinguished,  to  have 
made  him  the  slave  of  the  most  malignant  and  degrading  pas- 
sions, and  to  have  given  birth  to  a  caution  and  timidity  incon- 
sistent with  his  natural  disposition,  and  altogether  unbecoming 
a  champion  for  the  emancipation  of  an  oppressed  nation.  He 
cordially  hated  the  British  ;  but  he  appeared  for  the  first  time, 
to  have  a  most  exalted  opinion  of  their  spirit  for  enterprise. 
Made  a  prisoner  himself,  by  a  shameful  carelessness,  and  ex- 
posure of  his  person  to  captivity,  he  was  constantly  looking 
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forward  for  some  new  effort  of  prowess  that  would  increase 
their  reputation  for  daring  achievement.  He  made  comparisons 
betwixt  the  Giants  (for  so  he  styled  the  British)  and  our  own 
soldiers,  (the  Pigmies)  which  passed  not  without  reproof.  He 
called  on  Congress,  (then  sitting  at  York,  in  Pennsylvnia,)  to 
order  a  survey  of  the  Susquehanna,  seventy-eight  miles  from 
the  British  Lines,  in  order  to  fortify  a  river  that  could  not  be 
fortified,  and  where  neither  prudence  nor  necessity  required 
that  it  should  be  done. 

With  regard  to  his  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  1 
shall  only  say,  (acquitting  him  thoroughly  of  the  infamous 
motives  that  have  been  alleged  against  him)  that  had  he  obeyed 
orders,  and  made  a  better  use  of  the  picked  troops  of  the  Line 
innnediately  under  his  command,  a  most  decisive  victory  might 
have  been  gained,  and  probably  the  war  itself,  promptly  and 
decidedly,  brought  to  a  conclusion.  From  this  moment,  both 
in  his  conversations  and  his  writings,  the  great  aim  of  his  life 
appears  to  have  been  to  lessen  the  reputation  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  public  estimation.  But  public  opinion, 
and  that  of  the  men  who  were  more  particularly  acquainted 
with  facts  and  circumstances,  consigned  not  only  a  pamphlet 
which  he  published,  but  his  verbal  allegations  also,  to  the  con- 
tempt, and  I  might  add,  detestation  of  all  good  citizens.  The 
best  refutation  that  can  be  given  to  his  calumnies  will  be  found 
in  the  extract  of  a  letter,  not  intended  by  the  writer  for  pub- 
licity, which  I  have  been  favoured  with  from  one  of  our  most 
distinguished  patriots,  which  shows  the  unadorned,  genuine 
impulses  of  a  heart  and  mind  devoted  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  without  the  alloy  of  selfish  vain-glorious  views,  or 
sordid  pursuits.  It  was  written  to  a  confidential  friend,  and 
dated 

"West  Point,  July  20//^  1779. 
"Dear  Sir, 

"I  have  a  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
obliging  favour  of  the  15th  instant,  and  in  finding  by  it,  that  the 
author  of  the  Queries,  political  and  military,  has  had  no  great  cause 
to  exult  in  the  favouraljle  reception  of  them  by  the  pul)lie.  Without 
a  clue,  I  should  have  been  at  no  loss  to  trace  the  malevolent  writer ; 
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but  I  have  seen  a  history  of  the  transaction,  and  felt  a  pleasure,  min- 
gled with  pain,  at  the  narration. 

"  To  stand  well  in  the  estimation  of  one's  country,  is  a  happiness 
that  no  rational  creature  can  be  insensible  of.  To  be  pursued,  first 
under  the  mask  of  friendship,  and  when  disguise  would  suit  no 
longer,  as  an  open  calumniator,  with  gross  misrepresentation  and, 
self-knovn  falsehoods,  carries  an  alloy  which  no  temper  can  bear  with 
perfect  composure. 

"The  motives  which  actuate  this  gentleman,  are  better  understood 
by  himself  than  me.  If  he  can  produce  a  single  instance  in  which  I 
have  mentioned  his  name,  (after  his  trial  commenced)  where  it  was 
in  my  power  to  avoid  it ;  and  when  it  was  not,  where  I  have  done  it 
with  the  smallest  degree  of  acrimony  or  disrespect,  I  will  consent, 
that  the  world  shall  view"  my  character  in  as  disreputable  a  light  as 
he  wishes  to  place  it.  AVhat  cause  there  is,  then,  for  such  a  profusion 
of  venom,  as  he  is  emitting  upon  all  occasions — unless  by  an  act  of 
public  duty,  in  bringing  him  to  trial  at  his  own  solicitation,  I  have 
disappointed  him  and  raised  his  ire — or  conceiving,  that  in  proportion 
as  he  can  darken  the  shades  of  my  character,  he  illuminates  his  own. 
Whether  these,  I  say,  or  motives  yet  more  dark  and  hidden,  govern 
him,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  decide  ;  nor  have  I  time  to  inquire  into 
them  at  present. 

"  If  I  had  ever  assumed  the  character  of  a  military  genius,  and  the 
officer  of  experience — if  under  these  false  colours  I  had  solicited  the 
command  I  was  honoured  with — or  if,  after  my  appointment,  I  had 
presumptuously  driven  on,  under  the  sole  guidance  of  my  own  judg- 
ment and  self-will — and  misfortunes,  the  result  of  obstinacy  and  mis- 
conduct, not  of  necessity  had  followed,  I  should  have  thought  myself 
a  proper  object  for  the  lash,  not  only  of  hia,  but  the  pen  of  every 
other  writer,  and  a  fit  subject  of  public  resentment.  But,  when  it  is 
well  known,  that  the  command  was  in  a  manner  forced  upon  me — 
that  I  accepted  it  with  the  utmost  diffidence,  from  a  consciousness 
that  it  required  greater  abilities,  and  more  experience  than  I  pos- 
sessed, to  conduct  a  great  military  machine,  embarrassed  as  I  knew 
our's  must  be,  by  a  variety  of  complex  circumstances,  and  as  it  were 
but  little  better  than  a  mere  chaos — and  when  nothing  more  was 
promised,  on  my  part,  than  has  been  most  inviolably  performed,  it  is 
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rather  grating  to  pass  over  in  silence,  charges  which  may  impress  the 
uninformed,  though  others  know  that  these  charges  have  neither 
reason  nor  truth  to  support  them:  and  that  a  simple  narration  of 
facts  would  defeat  all  his  assertions,  notwithstanding  they  are  made 
with  an  eflVontery  which  few  men  do,  and  for  the  honour  of  human 
nature,  ought  to  possess. 

"  If  this  gentleman  is  envious  of  my  station,  and  conceives  that  1 
stand  in  his  way  to  preferment,  I  can  assure  him,  in  most  solemn 
terms,  that  the  first  wish  of  my  soul  is,  to  return  to  that  peaceful 
retirement,  and  domestic  ease  and  happiness,  from  whence  I  came. 
To  this  end  all  my  labours  have  been  directed  ;  and  for  this  purpose 
have  I  been  more  than  four  years  a  perfect  slave,  endeavouring,  under 
as  many  embarrassing  circumstances  us  ever  fell  to  any  man's  lot 
to  encounter;  and  as  pure  motives  as  any  man  was  ever  influenced 
by,  to  promote  the  cause,  and  service  I  had  embarked  in. 

"You  may  form  a  pretty  good  judgment  of  my  prospect  to  a  bril- 
lant  campaign,  when  I  inform  you,  that  excepting  about  four  hun- 
dred recruits  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  (a  portion  of  which, 
I  atn  told,  are  children,  hired  at  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars  each, 
for  nine  month's  service)  I  have  had  no  re-enforcement  to  this  army 
since  last  campaign  ;  while  our  numbers  have  been,  and  now  are, 
diminishing  daily,  by  the  expiring  terms  of  men,  death,  and  de- 
sertion, &c.  &c.  &c." 

The  patriotic  friend  above  alluded  to,  says: — "In  this  letter, 
and  many  others  that  Iliave  seen,  General  Washington  consoles 
himself  with  his  unaffected  piety  and  reliance  on  Providence, 
whose  frequent  favours  all  of  us  in  our  days  of  Revolutionarj^ 
tribulation  witnessed."  lie  adds — "  Discouraging  as  all  this 
is,  I  feel  more  -from  the  state  of  our  currency,  and  the  little 
attention  which  hitherto  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  our 
finances,  than  from  the  smallness  of  our  army  :  and  yet, 
Providence  having  so  often  taken  us  up,  when  bereft  of  all 
other  hope,  I  trust  we  shall  not  fail  even  in  this.'" 
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MAJOR  EYAN   EDWARDS. 

Among  the  many  meritorious  officers  who  gained  distinction 
in  the  service,  there  were  few  who  better  deserved,  or  in  a  more 
extensive  degree  obtained  the  respect  of  the  public,  and  affec- 
tionate esteem  of  his  military  associates  than  Major  Edwards. 
I  will  not  indulge  my  inclination  to  detail  his  talents  and  his 
virtues,  his  ready  wit  and  poignant  humour,  but  confine  myself 
to  a  single  Anecdote,  perfectly  characteristic  of  the  man. 

The  Major  was  of  the  Baptist  persuasion,  and  originally 
designed  for  tlie  Ministry,  but  imbibing  the  military  spirit  of 
the  times,  entered  the  army,  and  appeared,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  as  one  of  the  defenders  of  Fort  Washington. 
A  brave  and  stubborn  resistance  could  not  save  the  post,  which 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  Edwards  became  a 
prisoner.  I  have  often  heard  him  make  a  jest  of  the  whimsical 
and  fantastic  figure  which  he  exhibited  on  this  occasion.  "  It 
was  not  to  be  wondered,"  he  said,  "  that  starch  in  person, 
emaciated  as  an  anatomy,  with  rueful  countenance,  rendered 
more  ghastly  by  misfortune,  my  dress  partly  military,  but 
showing  much  of  a  clerical  cut,  that  the  risibility  of  the  con- 
querors should  have  been  very  highly  excited.  One  of  the 
leaders,  liowever,  of  the  successful  assailants,  anxious  to  excite 
a  still  higher  degree  of  merriment,  ordered  me  to  ascend  a  cart, 
and  as  a  genuine  specimen  of  a  Rebel  officer,  directed  that  I 
should  be  paraded  through  the  principal  streets  of  New- York. 
It  was  at  the  entrance  of  Canvass  Town,  that  I  was  much 
amused  by  the  exclamation  of  a  Scottish  female  follower  of 
the  Camp,  who  called  to  a  companion — '  Quick,  quick  lassie, 
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rin  hither  a  wee,  and  devarte  yoursel,  they've  cotch'd  a  braw 
and  bonny  Rebel,  'twill  de  ye  gnid  to  laugh  at  him.'  Hooting 
and  derision  attended  my  whole  career,  and  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  farce  I  was  committed  to  prison." 

In  the  eventful  changes  of  the  war  it  so  happened,  that  the 
very  individual  who  had  so  ungenerously  abused  his  power 
became  a  captive,  experiencing  the  additional  mortitication  of 
yielding  his  sword  into  the  hands  of  the  man  so  lately  treated 
with  scornful  indignity.  Struck  with  the  singularity  of  the 
rencounter,  and  thoroughly  ashamed  of  his  former  behaviour, 
he  with  frankness,  said — 'You  are  the  last  man,  Sir,  that  I 
wished  to  meet  on  such  an  occasion,  for  no  one  have  I  ever  so 
wantonly  ofi'ended  ;  from  you  I  have  nothing  to  look  for  but 
merited  retaliation.'  'Not  a  word  more  on  the  subject,  I 
beseech  you,  Sir,'  was  the  reply  of  Edwards,  'the  surrender  of 
your  sM^ord  destroyed  every  recollection  of  former  animosity  ; 
rest  assured,  therefore,  that  while  you  remain  with  us,  it  will 
be  equally  my  pride  and  pleasure  to  sooth  the  pains  of  cap- 
tivity, and  to  render  you  every  service  in  my  power.'  " 

The  cheerful  disposition  of  Edwards,  rendered  him  as  I  have 
already  stated,  an  universal  favourite.  The  occasional  indul- 
gence of  satirical  propensities,  peculiarly  so,  of  General  Charles 
Lee,  who  made  him  his  Aid-de-Camp,  and  at  his  death  left 
him  a  third  of  his  estate.  I  never  knew  him,  however,  make 
an  ill-natured  remark,  where  he  was  not  provoked  to  do  so — 
then  indeed,  he  spared  not. 

A  Colonel  in  the  army,  who  was  too  much  inclined  to  be 
poetical  in  his  prose,  telling  Edwards,  that  he  had  heard  a  re- 
port concerning  him,  that  had  greatly  amused  him,  the  Major 
assured  hira  that  it  was  altogether  without  foundation.  "O, 
no,"  said  the  Colonel,  "deny  it  not — it  must  be  true,  and  I 
will  report  and  give  it  currency."  "  Thank  you  thank  you, 
kind  Sir,"  rejoined  Edwards,  ^''your  doing  so,  will  save  me  the 
truul)le  of  contradicting  it." 


Among  the  intelligent  men  connected  with  the  army  of  the 
South,  none  was  more  admired  in  society  than  Mr.  Tlichard 
Beresford.     lie  pleased  by  his  eccentricity,  and  still  more  by 
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the  satirical  shafts  of  his  wit,  which  he  threw  with  the  happiest 

success.      His  observations  were  hicoiiic,  but  ever  pointedly 

severe  ;  which  occasioned  Edwards  to  say,  "I  like  that  cynical 

humourist,  Beresford  ;  he  constantly  reminds  me  of  one  of 

your  snapping  turtle,  never  putting  his  head  beyond  his  shell, 

but  to  bite  at  somebody." 

44 
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GENEKAL  SCnUYLEE. 

Pkejudices  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  account  for,  having 
rendered  General  Schuyler  unpopular  among  the  troo])s,  Con- 
gress were  induced  to  supercede  him,  and  to  nominate  General 
Gates,  commander  of  the  army  opposed  to  Burgoyne.  The 
patriotism  and  magnanimity  displayed  by  the  ex-General,  on 
this  occasion,  does  him  high  honour.  All  that  could  have  been 
effected,  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  British  army,  had  been 
done  already.  Bridges  were  broken  up — causeways  destroyed — 
trees  felled  in  every  direction  to  retard  the  conveyance  of  stores 
and  artillery.  Patrols  were  employed  to  give  speedy  intelli- 
gence of  every  movement  of  the  enemy,  and  detached  corps 
of  light  troops  to  harass  and  keep  up  perj^etual  alarm. 

On  Gates'  arrival.  General  Scliuyler,  without  the  slightest 
indication  of  ill-humour,  resigned  his  command,  communicated 
all  the  intelligence  he  possessed,  and  put  every  interesting 
paper  into  his  hands,  simply  adding,  "I  have  done  all  that 
could  be  done  as  far  as  the  means  were  in  my  power,  to  injure 
the  enemy,  and  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  soldiers  of  our  own 
army,  and'I  flatter  myself  with  some  success;  but  the  palm  of 
victory  is  denied  me,  and  it  is  left  to  you,  General,  to  reap  the 
i'ruits  of  my  labours.  I  will  not  fail,  however,  to  second  your 
views  ;  and  my  devotion  to  my  country,  will  cause  me  with 
alacrity  to  obey  all  your  orders."  He  performed  his  promise, 
and  faithfully  did  his  duty,  till  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  ])ut 
an  end  to  the  contest. 

Another  Anecdote  is  recorded  to  his  honour.  General  Bur- 
goyne, dining  with  Ciencral  Gates  immediately  after  the  Con- 
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vontion  of  Saratoga,  and  hearing  General  Sc^huyler  named 
among  the  otticers  presented  to  him,  thought  it  necessary  to 
apologize  for  the  destruction  of  his  elegant  mansion  a  few  days 
before,  by  his  orders.  "Make  no  excuses,  General,"  was  the 
reply,  "I  feel  myself  riiore  than  compensated  by  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  you  at  this  table." 
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QUAKER    CONGRATULATIONS 

AFTER  THE 

BATTLE  OF  GUILDFOKD. 


Lord  Coenwallis,  immediately  subsequent  to  the  battle  of 
Guildford,  liaving  broken  up  his  encampment,  and  recommend- 
ed his  wounded  to  the  humanity  of  General  Greene,  commenced 
his  march  upon  Wilmington.  Every  movement  was  anxiously 
watched,  and  already  Lee  was  on  his  flank,  ready  to  strike, 
where  the  least  appearance  gave  the  hope  of  doing  it  advan- 
tageously. It  was  on  the  second  day's  march  that  the  Legion 
was  approached  by  a  company  of  about  two  hundred  men, 
riding  on  pacing  ponies,  in  the  costume  of  Quakers,  broad 
brimmed  and  short  skirted,  and  headed  by  a  marauder  in  full 
military  dress,  on  their  way  to  congratulate  his  Lordship  on 
the  brilliancy  and  importance  of  his  victory.  Tlie  same  mis- 
take was  again  made  that  led  to  the  defeat  of  Pyle.  Lee  and 
his  Dragoons  were  mistaken  for  Tarleton  and  his  Legion  ;  and 
these  Sons  of  Peace  supposing  that  they  might  speak  with  im- 
punity, were  as  free  of  invective  against  the  supporters  of 
American  principles,  as  if  they  had  been  blasphemers  from  their 
cradles.  Their  leader  was  pre-eminently  distinguished  by  his 
abuse  and  insolence,  which  he  ultimately  carried  to  such  ex- 
tremity, and  so  highly  exasperated  the  surrounding  Dragoons 
with  whom  he  conversed,  that,  yielding  to  the  dominion  of 
passion,  one  of  them  drew  fortli  a  ])istol,  and  fatally  discharging 
it,  laid  him  dead  at  his  feet.     The  consternation  which  followed 
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cannot  well  be  conceived  of ;  tear  paralyzed  exertion  ;  the 
whole  party,  stupefied  and  silent,  remained  as  if  awaiting  an- 
nihilation. Lee,  who  was  ever  eloquent,  and  conspicuousl}^  so 
when  called  on  to  speak  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  now  ad- 
vanced, and  bidding  them  dismiss  every  apprehension  for  their 
personal  safety,  harangued  them  for  a  full  half  hour  in  such 
impressive  and  pathetic  language,  pointing  out  the  folly  and 
wickedness  of  their  procedure,  and  representing  the  vengeance 
that  would  inevitably  follow  the  repetition  of  their  offence, 
that  one  and  all  avowed  their  sense  of  error,  and  promised  to 
sin  no  more.  "  Retire,  then,"  said  Lee,  "  seek  your  homes, 
and  secure  safety  by  submission."  The  troop  immediately 
wheeled,  and  for  a  short  distance  moved  forward  with  regular- 
ity, but  as  if  the  words  sauve  qui  x^eiit  had  been  given,  first 
one,  and  then  another  squad,  broke  off  from  the  main  body,  and 
in  a  little,  turn  as  you  list,  a  Quaker  was  seen  pushing  forward 
his  tackey  to  the  full  bent  of  his  speed  ;  and  he  appeared  to 
consider  himself  the  most  happy  who  could  fastest  fly  from  an 
enemy,  who,  though  humane,  might  prove  capricious,  and  end 
the  interview  in  slaughter. 
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FAILURE   OF  THE  CONTEMPLATED    ATTACK  ON 
JOHN'S  ISLAND. 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  in  his  Memoirs,  appears  to  con- 
sider the  circumstance  which  occasioned  the  abandonment  of 
this  enterprise,  as  one  of  the  most  nnfortnnate  of  the  war. 
He  had  anticipated  a  brilliant  Partisan  stroke,  when  by  an 
unlooked-for  accident,  his  views  were  completely  blasted.  I 
shall  record  it,  if  only  to  show,  that  in  the  occurrences  of  war, 
destruction  is  often  at  hand,  wlien  conviction  exists  of  the  most 
perfect  security. 

Colonel  Craig,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  officers  in  the 
British  service,  was  encamped  with  a  considerable  force  near 
the  centre  of  the  Island,  firmly  believing  it  im})ossible  for  him 
to  be  surprised  by  an  enemy.  By  the  aid  of  numerous  galleys 
and  gun-boats,  he  had  the  entire  command  of  the  navigation, 
and  all  the  small  craft  in  the  vicinity  were  in  his  possessioiL 

At  the  Churdi  Flats,  the  Piver  Stono  dividing  the  Island 
i'roiu  the  Main,  was  known  to  l)e  fordable  at  low  water;  but, 
to  command  this  pass  two  stout  galleys  were  stationed,  and  so 
near  to  each  other,  as  to  admit  of  conversation  betwixt  their 
crews,  while  the  sentinels  every  half  hour  passed  the  watch 
words— "Airs  well !" 

To  strike  at  the  connnand  of  Colonel  Craig,  two  powerful 
detachments  were  selected,  and  placed  under  tlie  orders  of  Lee 
and  Laurens.     Had  these  reached   the  Island,  they  were  suffi- 
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cient  to  ensure  victory,  and  they  would  have  had  the  advantage 
of  falHng  upon  an  enemy,  in  all  probability  careless  fi"om  a 
false  security,  and  altogether  unprepared  for  action.  But,  un- 
fortunately in  the  approach  to  the  river,  the  division  of  Laurens, 
commanded  by  Major  James  Hamilton,  as  good  and  intrepid 
an  ofticer  as  any  in  the  service,  being  badly  guided,  missed  its 
way,  and  was  lost  in  the  woods.  The  division  of  Lee,  under 
the  guidance  of  Captain  Freer,  a  patriotic  Islander,  arrived  at 
the  pass  at  the  happiest  moment.  The  tide  was  out,  and 
Captain  Rudolph,  who  led  the  van  with  the  Legion  Infantry, 
passed  the  river  between  the  galleys,  undiscovered.  Tlie  re- 
mainder were  ready  to  follow,  when  some  uneasiness  being  en- 
tertained on  account  of  the  delay  of  Laurens'  division,  a  halt 
was  ordered.  Thus  exposed,  the  troops  remained  above  an 
hour,  the  British  sentinels  on  each  side  continuing  the  cry  of 
"All's  well !"  The  rapid  flow  of  the  tide  soon  increased  the 
difficulty  of  passing  so  much,  the  water  being  up  to  the  breast 
of  the  tallest  man,  that  Rudolph  was  recalled  ;  and  to  the 
mortification  of  all  concerned,  the  expedition  ended  in  retreat. 
What  has  been  suggested  of  the  consequences  which  would 
have  resulted,  had  the  American  forces  passed  the  river,  is 
justified  by  the  conduct  of  the  enemy;  for  on  the  next  day, 
being  apprized  of  the  contemplated  attack,  the  whole  force, 
which  was  dispersed  over  the  Island,  was  collected,  and  with 
great  precipitation  removed  to  Charleston. 
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CONTEMPLATED  MUTINY  OF  THE  ARMY  UNDER 
GENERAL  GREENE. 


When  the  Continental  Army  readied  the  lower  country,  in 
the  fall  1781,  and  encamped  at  the  Round-0,  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence were  abundant.  Plenty  begat  waste,  and  the  con- 
sumption of  every  essential  article  of  provision  and  forage, 
was  so  extravagant,  that  before  the  end  of  the  winter,  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  food  made  it  doubtful,  whether  it  would 
not  be  necessary  again  to  retire  into  the  interior.  The  season 
was  altogether  unpropitious  to  the  transportation  of  supplies. 
The  rains  were  incessant.  This  caused  the  good  humoured 
Linton  of  Washington's,  witli  more  truth  than  politeness,  to 
say  to  a  lady  who  asked  him,  '"  How  he  liked  the  low  country 
of  Carolina  V  "  Were  I  a  duck,  a  crane,  or  a  curlew,  I  might 
be  qualified  to  give  you  an  answer.  Madam ;  for,  since  my  arrival 
in  it,  the  face  of  the  earth  has  never  been  within  my  view." 
These  discouraging  circumstances,  tlie  absolute  want  of  decent 
clothing — the  increase  of  disease,  and  dangerous  predicament 
of  liaving  no  active  employment,  gave  existence  to  that  spirit 
of  mutiny  of  which  I  shall  now  speak.  I  wish  that  this  dis- 
graceful event  could  l)e  blotted  from  our  history  ;  but,  as  it 
did  happen,  there  are  circumstances  connected  with  it,  that 
deserve  to  be  recorded. 

The  mutiny  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  in  Jersey,  had  spread 
dismay  throughout  the  continent,  and  was  regarded  by  the 
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enemy  as  the  ])reliide  to  universal  revolt.  Their  disappoint- 
ment was  great,  for  a  redress  of  grievances  was  all  that  was 
sought  for ;  and  satisfaction  being  judiciously  offered  to  the 
insurgents  by  our  Government,  they  gave  up  the  emissaries 
who  had  been  sent  from  New  York,  to  encourage  the  spirit  of 
opposition,  and  cheerfully  returned  to  their  duty.  No  imme- 
diate evil  was  the  result ;  but  this  example  of  insubordination 
was,  at  a  later  period,  productive  of  alarming  consequences. 
Destitute,  as  I  have  stated,  of  clothing — stinted  in  food — se- 
verely afllicted  by  disease,  discontent  began  to  manifest  itself 
in  the  most  appalling  colours.  The  first  indication  of  it  that 
I  recollect,  was  a  placard  near  the  quarters  of  General  St. 
Clair,  who  commanded  the  Pennsylvanians,  to  this  effect — 
"  Can  soldiers  be  expected  to  do  their  duty,  clothed  in  rags, 
and  fed  on  rice."  Suspicion  attaching  to  a  few  disorganizing 
characters,  they^  to  escape  punishment,  went  over  to  the  enemy, 
and  tranquility  was,  for  a  time,  restored.  The  embers,  how- 
ever, that  had  been  smothered,  but  not  extinguished,  were 
speedily  revived,  and  were  ready  to  burst  into  flame,  through 
the  intrigues  of  a  Sergeant  of  the  Pennsylvanians,  and  two 
domestics  attached  to  the  family  of  General  Greene,  who 
opened  a  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  and  engaged,  on  a 
given  day,  to  deliver  up  their  conmiander  and  every  officer  of 
distinction.  A  female,  who  had  noticed  the  murmuring  of  the 
disaffected,  and  unguarded  expressions  of  the  ringleader,  oc- 
casioned the  discovery  of  the  plot.  The  light  troops,  who  had 
for  some  little  time  been  indulged  with  comfortable  quarters 
in  the  rear,  to  recover  from  the  fatigues  of  severe  service,  were 
immediately  brought  forward.  To  tliem^  not  a  shade  of  sus- 
picion attached.  Washington's,  Gill's,  and  the  Legion  Cavalry, 
took  their  station  in  advance.  The  Delawares,  Smith's  com- 
pany of  Yirginia  Regulars,  and  Legion  Infantry,  were  drawn 
nearer  to  Head-Quarters.  A  troop  of  horse  was  pushed 
forward  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  The  Sergeant 
was  arrested,  tried,  and  executed.  The  fate  of  the  country 
was  suspended  by  a  thread — destruction  would  inevitably  have 
followed  irresolution.  Greene  was  sensible  of  it,  and  striking 
with  decision,  gave  y  '?eath  blow  to  faction,  and  every  symptom 
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of  revolt.  It  was  a  melancholy  sight,  awful  indeed,  and  ap- 
palling, to  behold  a  youth,  an  Apollo  in  shape,  as  fine  a  mili- 
tary figure  as  ever  trod  the  earth,  led  forth  to  pay  the  penalty 
of  his  perfidy.  He  walked  with  a  firm  step,  and  composed 
countenance,  distril)uting  as  he  passed  along,  to  such  of  his 
companions  as  approached  him,  several  articles  of  his  clothing, 
at  that  period  precious  legacies.  His  hat  he  gave  to  one,  his 
coat  to  another,  his  sleeve  buttons  to  a  third.  Every  counte- 
nance expressed  sorrow,  but  not  a  murmur  was  heard.  Arrived 
at  the  fatal  spot,  he  in  few  words,  but  in  the  most  impressive 
manner,  called  upon  his  comrades,  "  not  to  sully  their  glory, 
nor  forego  the  advantages  they  would  speedily  realize  from  the 
termination  of  the  war ;  and  if  a  thought  of  desertion  was 
harboured  in  their  bosoms,  at  once  to  discard  it.  I  have  no 
cause  (he  added)  to  complain  of  the  Court ;  I  certainly  spoke 
imprudently,  and  from  the  evidence  given  of  my  guilt,  they 
could  not  have  acted  otherwise."  He  then  gave  the  signal  to 
the  platoon  selected  from  his  own  corps — was  fired  on,  and 
expired.  Great  pains  had  been  taken  by  General  Greene,  as 
soon  as  suspicion  was  excited,  to  make  a  full  discovery.  As 
soon,  however,  as  sutficient  evidence  was  obtained,  he  waited 
not  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  evil,  but  by  a  decided  step 
crushed  it  efifectually.  The  delay  of  a  few  hours  must  have 
occasioned  the  loss  of  our  ofiicers,  and  probably  the  death  of 
every  faithful  soldier.  O'Neal  had  been  sent  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  enemy,  accom])anied  by  Middleton  as  his  second, 
and  Ca[)tain  Rudolph,  who  had  volunteered.  Passing  Bacon 
and  Eagle  bridges,  they  patrolled  the  road  for  several  miles 
below  Dorchester,  and  seeing  no  appearance  of  any  party 
without  their-  lines,  wheeled  his  troop  to  return.  Kudolph, 
with  two  Dragoons,  was  in  advance.  On  a  sudden  three  well- 
mounted  Black  Troopers  appeared  in  front.  These  were  im- 
mediately charged.  The  chief  fell  by  the  arm  of  Pope,  a 
soldier  of  distinguished  gallantry.  Rudolph  dismounted  the 
second,  and  made  him  a  prisoner;  the  third  escaped.  The 
ca})tive  being  asked  if  the  British  Cavalry  were  out  in  force, 
declared — "  That  a  single  troop-,  under  the  conmiand  of  Captain 
Dawkins,  had  gone  l)y  the  way  of  Goose  Creek  Bridge,  a  few 
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miles  higlici",  and  were  to  return  by  the  way  of  Dorchester." 
Knowing  the  iirmness  of  Rudolph,  the  valour  of  Middleton, 
and  tried  l)ravery  of  his  troop,  O'Neal  })uslied  forward  in  full 
expectation  of  a  complete  triumph.  Dawkins  was  soon  dis- 
covered passing  through  the  village  of  Dorchester,  and  bearing 
down  upon  him.  The  charge  was  sounded  on  both  sides,  and 
a  fierce  conflict  began  ;  but  before  any  material  advantage 
could  be  gained,  the  bugle  was  heard  from  another  quarter, 
and  infantry  rose  in  every  direction.  A  road  leading  towards 
Goose  Creek,  aftbrded  the  only  chance  of  retreat ;  this  was 
immediately  taken,  and  though  exposed  to  a  heavy  tire,  the 
otiicers  and  most  of  the  privates  escaped  without  injury.  Nine 
men  and  fifteen  horses  of  the  troop  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Twelve  of  the  traitors  attached  to  the  Main  Army, 
quitted  the  standard  of  their  country,  and  reached  the  British 
Lines  in  safety.  The  spirit  of  discontent  appeared  to  fly  with 
them.  Till  the  final  de])arture  of  the  enemy  no  sign  of  dis- 
satisfaction was  evei"  asain  discovered. 
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EVACUATION  OF  CHAKLESTON, 


Long  had  tlie  departure  of  the  enemy  been  looked  for  with 
anxious  solicitude  ;  yet  still  was  it  protracted,  till  many  adopted 
the  opinion  of  General  Gadsden,  who,  whenever  the  intention 
of  abandoning  the  Capital  was  mentioned,  said,  "I  will  never 
believe  that  tliey  are  sincere  in  their  intention  to  quit  us,  till 
they  liave  fairly  crossed  the  bar  of  Charleston."  At  length, 
on  the  evening  of  the  12tli  December,  1782,  the  Legion  were 
ordered  to  cross  the  Ashley  and  move  forward  towards  the 
British  Lines,  and  to  endeavour  as  much  as  possible  to  harass 
the  retiring  garrison. 

A  detachment  of  Refugees,  known  from  circumstances  to 
liave  left  the  city  expressly  to  murder  Mr.  John  Parker  of 
Goose  Creek,  who  had,  but  a  few  nights  l)efore,  in  defending 
his  house  against  their  attacks,  killed  their  leader,  Robins, 
were  met  with,  and  driven  back  so  much  under  the  influence 
of  terror,  that  they  eluded  the  pursuit  even  of  our  swiftest 
coursers.  They  were  entering  the  plantation  at  one  gate,  when 
the  Legion  reached  the  house  by  another.  Sensible  that  their 
motives  could  not  be  misunderstood,  (their  threats  had  indeed 
declared  them)  they  shrunk  from  action  and  fled. 

Pedblusque  timo?'  addidit  alls. 

A  considerable  detachment  of  infantry  that  had  crossed 
during  the  night  at  Ashley  Ferry,  under  the  command  of 
Major  James  TTamilton,  and  a  company  of  artillery  under 
Captain  Singleton,  joined  at  daylight,  and  tlio  whole  under  the 
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direction  of  General  Wayne,  moved  towards  the  British  out- 
post at  Shnbricks  ;  but,  before  any  indication  of  hostility  could 
be  shown,  a  gentleman  of  respectability  advancing,  pro})osed 
on  the  part  of  General  Leslie,  "  That  no  impediment  should 
be  offered  to  embarkation  ;  in  which  case,  he  pledged  liimself 
that  no  injury  should  be  done  to  the  town.  But,  in  the  event 
of  attack,  he  should  use  every  means  to  insure  security,  and 
not  be  answerable  for  any  consequences  that  might  follow." 
General  Wayne  gave  a  ready  consent  to  the  proposition,  and 
immediately  withdrew  his  troops  to  Accabee — not  to  refresh 
them,  for  they  were  totally  destitute  of  food — but  to  prepare 
themselves,  to  make  as  handsome  an  appearance  as  circum- 
stances would  admit  of,  on  the  following  morning.  On  the 
14th,  at  day-break,  a  gun  was  fired  to  apprize  the  British  of 
the  approach  of  the  American  force,  which  now  moved 
forward  towards  the  city.  Arrived  at  their  lines,  as  the  ram- 
parts were  mounted,  the  Yaugers  were  seen  retiring  about  fifty 
yards  in  front ;  and  some  of  our  officers,  not  in  command,  rode 
forward,  and  conversed  with  those  of  the  army  who  were  em- 
barking. Orders  had  been  issued  by  General  Leslie,  for  the 
inhabitants  to  remain  in  their  houses,  and  so  strictly  obeyed, 
that  the  Main  Guard-House  had  actually  been  taken  possession 
of,  by  Captain  Rouvrey,  of  tlie  Maryland  Line,  before  it  was 
known  that  our  troops  were  in  the  city.  It  ap])eared,  how- 
ever, that  the  enemy  were  not  without  suspicion,  tliat  they 
might  receive  a  parting  blow- — for  galleys  in  the  Ashley  and 
Cooper  Rivers,  dropped  down  in  a  line  with  our  troops,  the 
whole  length  of  the  JSTeck  ;  and  in  front  of  the  Bay,  as  the 
cavalry  moved  in  their  view,  the  men-of-war  and  armed  vessels 
were  ranged,  with  lighted  matches,  and  every  preparation  for 
action ;  but  not  a  shot  was  fired  on  either  side,  and  the  articles 
of  convention  strictly  adhered  to. 

In  the  evening  General  Greene  ente^'ed  the  town,  and  was 
received  with  respectful  homage.  Great  rejoicing  could  not 
be  expected,  as  the  persons  found  in  the  garrison  were  chiefly 
British  merchants,  who  remained  with  permission  to  dispose 
of  their  goods,  or  Americans  who  had  submitted,  and  who, 
though  rejoiced  at  heart,  might  have  considered  it  as  indecorous 
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to  have  shown  exterjial  manifestation  of  it.  The  guard  at 
night  was  committed  to  the  Legion  ;  and,  in  a  very  little  time, 
every  apartment  was  crowded  with  sokliers  and  sailors,  who  had 
emerged  from  their  hiding  places,  and  snrrendered  themselves, 
or  who  were  brought  in  by  the  patrols,  l)eing  found  at  impro]-)er 
hours  in  the  streets.  On  the  followino;  morningi:  General 
Wayne  called  at  an  early  hour  at  the  Guard-House,  and  hand- 
somely said, — "  I  wish  not  to  take  advantage  of  circumstances. 
If  there  are  any  men  among  you,  who  have  inadvertently  re- 
mained behind,  and  not  with  inteiition  to  quit  the  British 
standard,  let  them  speak  ;  they  shall  not  be  regarded  as  ju'ison- 
ers,  but  be  immediately  conveyed  on  board  the  fleet."  Nine- 
teen sailors  stepping  forward,  declared,  "  that  they  had  only 
remained  on  shore  to  see  the  end  of  a  frolic,  and  that  they 
should  be  glad  to  proflt  by  his  generous  offer."  Lieutenant 
Middleton,  with  a  proper  compliment  to  General  Leslie  for 
the  handsome  manner  in  which  he  had  prevented  the  town 
from  being  injured,  embarked  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  delivered 
the  men  in  his  charge  to  Commodore  Sweeny,  who  commanded 
the  Naval  department. 

On  the  morning  of  the  evacuation,  a  very  singular  occur- 
rence took  place.  Captain  Cams  observing  a  soldier,  as  he 
believed,  dressed  in  a  regimental  exactly  resembling  that  worn 
by  the  Legion,  stepping  hastily  into  the  very  last  boat,  put  his 
hand  on  his  shoulder,  and  denumded,  "  Whither  so  fest,  my 
lad  ;  you  surely  cannot  wish  to  desert."  "  Sir,"  said  the  person 
held,  "you  are  mistaken.  I  am  a  Captain  in  the  British  ser- 
vice." Cams  immediately  relinquished  his  hold,  and  apologized 
for  his  error.  The  boat  pushed  off',  when  it  was  discovered 
that  the  imprudent  being  who  had  so  long  delayed  his  depart- 
ure, was  Mr.  William  Olyphant,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  who,  seduced  by  the  promises  of  Lord  C.  Mon- 
tague, had,  to  the  unutterable  grief  of  his  venerable  father, 
forsaken  the  (;ause  of  his  country,  and  accepted  a  commission 
in  his  reiriment. 


REVOLUTIONARY    ANECDOTES.  358 


MISCELLANEOUS    ANECDOTES. 


NIGHT  ATTACK  ON  GENERAL  WAYNE. 

One  of  the  most  singular  occurrences  of  the  war,  was  the 
midnight  attack  upon  the  Camp  of  General  Wayne,  then  laying 
at  Gibbons'  Plantation,  about  five  miles  direct  from  Savannah, 
by  Gurestessego,  a  chief  of  tlie  Creek  nation.  The  intrepidity 
of  this  gallant  warrior  was,  in  the  first  instance,  attended  witli 
complete  success.  The  sentinels  were  surprised,  the  camp 
entered,  and  cannon  taken.  The  endeavour  to  render  them 
serviceable  proved  his  ruin  ;  the  time  was  lost  which  should 
have  been  employed  in  pursuing  his  success  ;  and  the  confusion 
occasioned  by  so  unlooked-for  an  attack  having  subsided,  the 
bayonet  of  Parker's  Light  Infantry,  and  desperate  charge  made 
by  Gunn,  proved  irresistible.  The  chief,  fighting  hand  to 
hand  with  Wayne,  was  killed.  Seventeen  of  his  warriors  fell ; 
the  rest,  abandoning  their  pack-horses,  and  leaving  a  very  con- 
siderable prize  of  peltry  to  the  victors,  fled.  It  must  for  ever 
be  regretted,  that  this  rencounter,  in  which  consummate  gal- 
lantry was  displayed  on  both  sides,  did  not  terminate  here; 
but,  unhappily,  a  report,  which  the  very  nature  of  the  attack 
rendered  probable,  produced  the  most  dire  catastrophe.  It 
appeared  incredible  that  Indians,  accustomed  for  the  most  part 
to  resort  to  stratagem  for  success,  should,  without  the  certainty 
of  timely  support,  venture  on  so  bold  and  hazardous  an  enter- 
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prise.  All  alarm  was  spread  that  the  enemy  from  Savannali, 
led  on  by  the  gallant  Browne,  were  at  hand,  hastening  to  sup- 
port their  allies  ;  and  twelve  young  warriors,  who  were  prison- 
ers, were  doomed  to  die,  lest  they  should  join  the  expected 
assailants.  Tlie  precipitancy  of  the  order  caused  many  a  pang 
to  the  heart  of  the  General,  for  before  the  falsity  of  the  intel- 
ligence could  be  ascertained,  the  devoted  victims  were  delivered 
up  a  sacrifice,  and  unresisting  fell. 
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MAJOR  MAXWELL. 

Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  the  hostile  attacks  of 
the  Cherokees  on  our  frontier,  compelled  General  Greene  to 
order  General  Pickens  to  invade  their  territory,  and  by  exem- 
plary punishment  bring  them  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  error. 
With  his  accustomed  zeal  and  activity  Pickens  performed  the 
service,  and  with  complete  success.  Mountnig  his  men,  and 
adopting  the  sword  instead  of  the  rifle,  he  so  confounded  his 
enemy,  that  unable  to  withstand  the  boldness  and  fury  of  his 
charge,  they  speedily  relinquished  every  idea  of  resistance, 
and  precipitately  fled.  Forty  Indians  were  killed,  many  pris- 
oners taken,  and  thirteen  towns  reduced  to  ashes.  Opposition 
ceased. 

Having  often  heard  of  a  desperate  conflict  that  had  taken 
place  on  this  occasion,  betwixt  a  Chief  of  renown  and  Major 
Maxwell  of  the  militia,  I  asked  the  particulars  of  that  gentle- 
man, and  received  the  interesting  communication  which 
follows : 

"  AVhile  charging  the  enemy,  my  horse  was  shot  dead  be- 
neath me ;  I  received  a  very  injurious  fall,  and  had  scarcely 
time  to  rise  and  put  myself  on  my  guard,  when  an  Indian  of 
prodigious  power  and  activity,  rushing  furiously  upon  me,  in- 
flicted a  deep  and  dangerous  wound  with  his  tomahawk ;  re- 
ceiving at  the  same  moment  from  my  arm  a  deep  sabre  cut, 
that  prostrated  him  to  earth.  Recovering  about  the  same 
time,  the  flrst  shock  of  our  rencounter,  we  closed  with  increased 
animosity,   and  resolutely   contending  for  victory,  in  turn  ap- 
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peared  to  obtain  a  superiority.  In  activity  the  Indian  sur- 
passed me.  In  strength  I  was  his  superior ;  and  my  advantage 
was  still  increasing,  as  the  copious  flow  of  blood  issuing  from 
his  wound,  rendered  him  at  every  instant  more  enfeebled.  I 
perceived  a  creek  to  be  near  us  ;  I  profited  by  the  circumstance, 
and  lifting  my  adversary  in  my  arms,  rushed  into  the  deepest 
part  of  it,  forced  his  head  beneath  the  surface,  and  held  it  there, 
till  life  had  completely  left  him." 
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GENERAL  WILLIAM  BUTLER. 

The  interesting  Anecdotes  relative  to  the  sanguinary  warfare 
in  our  interior  country,  which  immediately  follow,  were  ob- 
tained from  Mr.  Pickens  Butler,  son  of  the  distinguished  rev- 
olutionary Partisan,  the  late  General  William  Butler. 

The  iirst  unfortunately  gives  an  appalling  picture  of  the 
savage  ferocity  exercised  by  the  Tories,  while  aiming  at  the 
subjugation  of  their  adversaries,  and  must  in  the  eyes  of  can- 
dour, tend  to  palliate  the  retaliatory  measures  resorted  to  by 
the  Whigs.  At  a  time  when  the  Loyalists  were  numerous  and 
powerful  in  the  interior  of  the  State,  James  Butler,  who  was 
at  the  head  of  a  party  of  Wliigs,  finding  himself  closely  fol- 
lowed, and  likely  to  be  overpowered  by  Cunningham's  horse, 
sought  shelter  in  a  house  near  Cloud's  Creek.  He  was  quickly 
assailed  by  his  pursuers,  and  defended  himself  with  great  gal- 
lantry ;  but,  his  ammunition  being  totally  expended,  he  was 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  listening  to  the  tender  of  mercy 
proposed  by  Cunningham,  and  surrendered.  The  house  was 
now  closely  surrounded  to  prevent  escape.  The  arms  of  Mr. 
Butler  and  his  party  were  demanded,  and  given  up,  when,  to 
the  disgrace  of  human  nature,  the  unfortunate  prisoners  were 
marched  out  one  by  one,  and  deliberately  cut  to  pieces.  The 
ferocious  leader  of  the  Loyalists  singled  out  Mr.  Butler  as  his 
victim,  and  slew  him  with  his  own  hand.  One  man  alone  es- 
caped. A  monument,  erected  by  William  Butler,  with  pious 
regret  for  so  cruel  a  bereavement,  marks  to  tliis  day  the  spot 
where  his  intrepid  father  fell. 
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Shortly  after  the  capture  of  Charleston,  Captain  Michael 
Watson,  a  man  of  great  courage,  at  the  head  of  a  party  of 
eighteen  mounted  Rangers,  raised  at  the  ridge  of  Edgefield, 
took   the  field  with  determined  hostility  against  the  Tories. 
William  Butler  (at  an  after  period  so  highly  distinguished  as 
an  active  and  intrepid  Partisan)  commanded  a  small  body  of 
cavalry,  fifteen  only  in  number,  near  the  same  place.     These 
gallant  Patriots,  receiving  information  that  a  party  of  Tories 
were  encamped  in  Dean's  Swamp,  near  Orangeburgh,  resolved 
to  attack  them,  and    uniting  their  forces  for    that  purpose, 
marched  forward  at  sundown,  with  great  rapidity,  the  more 
certainly  to  surprise  them.     About  midnight,   they  met  with 
and  detained  as  a  prisoner,  one  Ilutto,   a  disaffected  man,  and 
taking  him  along  with  them,   pursued  their  march.     At  the 
dawn  of  day,  when  very  near  the  encampment  of  their  enem}', 
Hutto  escaped,  which  at  once  destroyed  the  hope  of  meeting 
their  adversaries  unprepared  for  action.     Watson  declared  it 
madness  to  proceed,  l)ut  Butler,   who  had  recently    wept  a 
murdered  parent,  and  whose  feelings  were  excited  to  the  high- 
est ]3itcli  of  irritation,  avowed  his  firm  determination  to  pro- 
ceed at  all  hazards.     Watson,  though  disinclined  in  the  first 
instance  to  pursue  the  enterprise,  was  not  a  man  to  be  left  be- 
hind, when  a  prospect  appeared  of  gaining  renown,  and  serving 
his  country.     On  the  verge  of  Dean's  Swamp,  two  men  were 
seen  standing  alone.     Butler,  Watson,  and  Varney,  a  Sergeant 
of  great  intrepidity,  rode  rapidly  forward  to  secure  their  cap- 
ture, the  rest  of  the  party  closely  following  them.     Butler  was 
now  within  twenty  yards  of  them,  when  Watson,  cried  aloud, 
"  Beware  !  the  whole  body  of  the  enemy  are  at  hand  !"     Tlie 
Tories  rose,  as -he  spoke,  from  their  ambuscade,  and  by  a  M^ell 
directed  fire,  brought  Watson,  Varney,   and  several  others  to 
the  ground.     "  Sufi'er  me  not,''  exclaimed  Watson,  "  to  fall 
into   their  hands."     Butler  heard  the   appeal,  and  though  se- 
verely galled  in  the  attemjit,   in  retiring  carried  with  him  the 
bodies  of  his  friends. 

It  was  now  seen,  that  the  Tories  doubled  the  number  of  the 
Whig  Pai-ty,  who  ex])erienced  the  additional  mortification  of 
seeing  tliemsclves  abandoned  by  some  few  of  their  ussociates. 
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who  tied;  and  of  Undiiig,  that  in  the  conllict,  though  short, 
the  whole  of  their  ammnnition  had  been  expended.  The 
Royalists  were  now  advancing  with  perfect  confidence  of  vic- 
tory, when  Butler,  forming  his  troop  in  compact  order,  and 
naming  an  intrepid  soldier,  John  Corley,  his  Lieutenant 
charged  into  their  ranks,  depending  entirely  on  the  sword. 
The  violence  and  suddenness  of  the  onset,  astonished  and  dis- 
concerted the  enemy  to  sucli  a  degree,  as  to  throw  them  into 
confusion.  Had  the  opportunity  been  given  them  to  rally, 
their  numbers  would  have  given  them  victory  ;  but,  pressed 
by  Butler  with  an  impetuosity  even  superior  to  that  with  which 
the  attack  was  commenced,  they  turned  their  backs  in  despair, 
were  driven  into  the  swamp  with  great  slaughter,  and  dispersed. 
The  Whigs  now  returned  to  the  high  land.  As  they  passed 
the  gallant  Varney  he  made  an  effort  to  rise — waved  his  hand 
in  triumph — fell  again — and  expired  I  Administering  comfort 
to  those  whom  their  care  could  benefit,  a  soldiers  grave  was 
dug  witli  soldiers'  swords,  and  Yarney's  bod}^  deposited  where 
the  brave  are  proud  to  lie — the  field  of  Yictory  ! 


GALLANTRY  OF  A  BOY  OF  FOURTEEN. 

When  Captain  Falls,  at  the  battle  of  Ramsour's  Mills,  re- 
ceived a  mortal  wound  and  fell,  his  son,  a  youth  of  fourteen, 
rushed  to  the  body,  as  the  man  who  had  shot  him  was  pre- 
paring to  plunder  it ;  regardless  of  his  oi)ponent's  strength, 
the  intrepid  youth,  snatching  up  his  father's  sword,  phmged 
it  into  the  breast  of  tlie  soldier,  and  laid   him  dead  at  his  feet. 
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LIEUT.  BALLARD  SMITH,  OF  VIRGINIA. 

ATTACHED   TO    THE    LEGION    OF    INFANTRY. 

Shortly  after  the  capture  of  the  British  Galley  by  Rudolph, 
where  Lieutenant  Smith  acted  as  second  in  command,  a  Par- 
tisan enterprise  was  undertaken  by  him,  which,  had  it  succeed- 
ed, must  have  filled  the  British  garrison  with  confusion  and 
dismay.  A  tavern,  called  at  that  time  De wees',  was  kept  at  a 
farm  house  about  two  miles  from  Charleston.  To  this  the 
British  officers  frequently  repaired  for  recreation.  It  was  often 
the  scene  of  entertainments,  and  on  one  occasion  of  a  splendid 
ball.  Lieutenant  Smith  being  previously  apprized  of  this, 
took  with  him  twelve  men,  and  Sergeant  Du  (Join,  of  the 
Legion,  a  soldier  of  tried  courage,  and  passed  the  river  with  a 
boat  rowed  with  muffied  oars,  from  the  American,  to  the  oppo- 
site shore.  The  night  was  dark  and  gloomy.  The  negro  who 
served  as  guide  bewildered  by  it,  and  probably  apprehensive 
of  consequences  if  discovered,  missed  the  landing  place,  and 
ran  the  boat  into  the  marsh  that  skirted  the  shoi"e.  Du  Coin, 
to  make  discoverjes,  slipped  silently  overboard,  but,  from  the 
softness  of  the  mud,  with  infinite  difficulty  reached  the  shore, 
immediately  below  the  house.  Curiosity  led  him  to  see  what 
was  passing  within ;  the  noise  of  music  and  revelry  facilitated 
his  approach,  he  leapt  the  fence,  and  passing  through  the 
garden,  gained  access  to  a  window,  through  which  ho])erceived 
a  large  and  elegant  assend>lage  of  company  enjoying  the  de- 
lights of  dancing.  Alone  aiul  umirmed,  without  a  chance  of 
success,  he  returned  to  the  water's  edge,  and  after  ascertaining 
the  exact  situation  of  the  landing  ])lace,  regained  the  boat. 
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So  mucli  time  had  already  been  lost,  the  ebbing  tide  too  being 
nnfavoiirable  to  his  purpose,  Lieutenant  Smith  thought  it  best 
to  retire,  hoping  to  return,  on  some  future  occasion,  with  better 
success.  The  following  night  being  favourable  to  enterprise, 
tlie  river  was  passed  as  before,  and  the  boat,  steered  by  Du 
Coin,  made  the  landing.  Lieutenant  Smith  immediately  sur- 
rounding the  house,  entered  it,  in  full  expectation  of  making  a 
handsome  capture  of  officers,  but  his  evil  genius  forbade  it. 
Instead  of  twenty  or  thirty  officers,  many  of  them  of  high 
rank,  a  Hessian  Major,  and  a  Lieutenant  of  the  volunteers  of 
Ireland,  who  had  sacrificed  too  freely  to  Bacchus,  were  the 
only  persons  found  on  the  premises.  These  he  parolled,  and 
returned  without  molestation. 
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LIEUTENANT  FOSTEE,  OF  VIRGINIA. 

ATTACHED   TO    THE    LEGION. 

About  tlie  same  period,  a  British  armed  vessel  anchored  op- 
posite to  Mr.  Fuller's  plantation,  near  Ashley  Ferry.  Lien- 
tenant  Foster,  who  commanded  a  scouting  party  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, concluding  that  plunder  was  the  object,  and  Mr. 
Fuller's,  the  point  of  destination,  secreted  his  men  so  effectually 
in  the  marsh,  near  the  landing  place,  that  the  marauders  ad- 
vancing in  their  boat,  never  suspected  the  danger  till  they  saw 
the  muskets  of  eighteen  men,  within  ten  yards,  directly  levelled 
at  them.  One  man  snatched  up  a  blunderbuss  and  would 
have  resisted,  had  he  not  been  restrained  by  his  companions, 
who,  calling  loudly  for  quarter,  surrendered  at  discretion. 
This  was  a  very  acceptable  prize.  A  line  boat,  completely 
equipped,  well  provided  with  comforts,  and  twenty-six  prison- 
ers, well  armed,  surrendered  without  a  shot  being  iired. 
Freed  from  alarm  on  account  of  personal  safety,  the  captives 
could  not  avoid  jesting  with  each  other  on  their  misfortune,  so 
completely  and  unexpectedly  ensnared  when  confident  of  suc- 
cess, they  had  made  their  descent,  well  provided,  not  only  with 
bags  to  carry  off  j)roperty,  but  with  poles  with  slip-nots  fixed 
to  their  ends,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  pigs  and  poultry. 
Their  captivity  was  of  short  duration.  Colonel  Laurens,  who 
connnanded  in  the  neighbourhood,  sent  them  in  their  own  boat, 
under  the  sanction  of  a  flag  of  truce,  to  Charleston,  making 
them  the  heralds  of  their  own  disgrace. 
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LIEUTENANT  JOHN  EHODES. 

OF    PRINCE    WILLIAJVrS. 

The  British,  while  in  possession  of  Port  Rojal  Island,  kept 
a  strong  detachment  of  troops  at  Roupell's  Ferry.  A  small 
militia  guard,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Rhodes  of  the  Prince 
William's  Company,  were  stationed  at  Page's  Point,  on  the 
opposite  shore.  Sensible  that  it  would  be  easy  for  an  enter- 
prising enemy,  from  the  number  of  navigable  creeks  that  led 
to  his  rear,  to  cnt  off  his  party,  the  Lieutenant  judiciously 
made  a  representation  of  his  perilous  situation  to  the  com- 
manding Continental  Officer  at  Sheldon.  Brigade  Major 
Hamilton  of  the  1st  Regiment,  was  immediately  sent  to  judge 
of  the  accuracy  of  the  statement,  who,  finding  it  strictly  cor- 
rect, wrote  for  and  obtained  a  Sergeant's  guard  of  Continen- 
tals, to  strengthen  the  command.  "  While  so  near  the  enemy," 
said  Hamilton,  "I  would  pay  them  a  closer  visit  could  I  find 
a  proper  guide."  "  I  am  acquainted,"  replied  Lieutenant 
Rhodes,  "  w^ith  every  foot  of  the  ground  they  occupy,  and  will 
willingly  accompany  you  across  the  river."  Hastily  conceived, 
and  promptly  entered  on,  the  expedition  was  immediately 
carried  into  effect.  A  boat  was  prepared,  and  the  river  passed 
with  muffied  oars.  A  Sergeant's  guard  was  appi'oached,  sur" 
rounded,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  man  who  escaped,  and 
the  Sergeant,  who  resisting,  was  severely  wounded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Rhodes,  brought  off.  This  Partisan  stroke  was  accom- 
plished by  eleven  men,  ofiicers  included,  four  of  whom  never 
quitted  the  boat. 

47 
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LIEUTENANT   PARHAM. 

During  the  action  at  Stono,  Lieutenant  Parhain,  the  Adju- 
tant of  the  Light  Infantry,  was  stationed  by  Major  Pinckney 
in  the  rear  of  the  Continentals,  purposely  to  keep  the  men  in 
their  stations,  and  prevent  the  possibility  of  skulkers  tailing 
behind.  As  he  passed  over  the  field  of  battle,  a  British  ofticer, 
desperately  wounded,  pressed  him  so  earnestly  to  afford  him  a 
drink  of  water,  to  slake  consuming  thirst,  that  to  refuse  was 
deemed  impossible,  and  the  recpiest  was  complied  with.  The 
British  officer  now  presenting  an  elegant  wntch,  said, — ^"  Take 
it.  Sir,  'tis  yours  by  conquest ;  your  generous  procedure,  too, 
gives  you  still  greater  title  to  it."  "'  I  came  into  the  field," 
said  Parham,  "  to  fight,  and  not  to  plunder;  it  gives  mepleas- 
ure  to  have  rendered  you  service;  I  ask  no  other  recompense." 
"  Keep  it  for  me  then,  in  trust,"  rejoined  the  officer,  "  till  we 
meet  again,  for  if  left  in  my  hands,  it  maybe  wrested  from  me 
by  some  marauder,  vvlio,  to  secure  silence,  may  inflict  death." 
"I  M'ill  accede  to  your  wishes,  and  take  charge  of  it,"  said 
Parham,  "  but  soon  as  opportunity  offers,  consider  it  a  sacred 
duty  to  return  it." 

A  very  considerable  period  elapsed  before  a  second  meeting 
took  place  ;  but,  in  strict  conformity  to  his  honourable  feeling, 
and  voluntary  promise,  Parham  no  sooner  found  himself  within 
reach  of  the  man  to  whom  he  had  pledged  the  restitution  of 
his  property,  than  he  waited  u])on  him,  presented  the  watcli^ 
and  was  greeted  with  an  expression  of  grateful  commendation 
that  amply  rewarded  his  correct  and  liberal  conduct. 
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MRS.  WRIGHT. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Revohitioii,  Mrs.  Wright,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  distinguislied  modeller  of  like- 
nesses and  figures  of  wax,  was  exhibiting  specimens  of  her 
skill  in  London.  The  King  of  Great  Britain,  pleased  with  her 
talents,  gave  her  liberal  encouragement,  and  finding  her  a  great 
politician,  and  enthusiastic  Republican,  would  often  enter  into 
discussion  relative  to  passing  occurrences,  and  endeavour  to 
refute  her  opinions,  with  regard  to  the  probable  issue  of  the 
war.  The  frankness  with  which  she  delivered  her  sentiments, 
seemed  rather  to  please  than  to  offend  him  ;  which  was  a  for- 
tunate circumstance,  for  when  asked  an  opinion,  she  gave  it 
Mdthout  restraint,  or  the  least  regard  to  consequences.  1  re- 
member to  have  heard  her  say,  that  on  one  occasion,  the  mon- 
arch, irritated  by  some  disaster  to  his  troops,  where  he  had 
prognosticated  a  triumph,  exclaimed  with  warmth,  "  I  wish, 
Mrs.  Wright,  you  would  tell  me  how  it  will  be  possible  to 
.check  the  silly  infatuation  of  your  coantrymen,  restore  them 
to  reason,  and  render  them  good  and  obedient  subjects."  "I 
consider  their  submission  to  your  Majesty's  government,  as 
nov.'  altogether  out  of  the  question,"'''  replied  Mrs.  Wright. 
Friends  you  may  make  them,  but  never  subjects.  For  Amer- 
ica, before  a  king  can  reign  there,  must  become  a  wilderness, 
without  other  inhabitants  than  the  beasts  of  the  forest.  Tlie 
opponents  of  the  decrees  of  your  Parliament,  rather  than  sub- 
mit, would  perish  to  a  man  ;  but  if  the  restoration  of  peace 
be  seriously  the  object  of  your  wishes,  I  am  confident  that  it 
needs  but  the  striking  off  of  three  hearlfi  to  produce  it."     "  And 
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whose  are  the  three  heads  to  be  struck   off,  Madam."     "  O 
Lord  NortJi's^   and  Lord  George  Gerynaine's^  bejond  all  ques- 
tion."    "And  whose  the  third  head  ?"     "O,    Sire,  politeness 
forbids  me  to  name  him.     Your  Majesty  could  never  wish  me 
to  forget  myself,  and  be  guilty  of  an  incivility." 

In  her  exhibition  room,  one  group  of  figures  particularly  at- 
tracted attention  ;  and  by  all  who  knew  her  sentiments,  was 
believed  to  be  a  pointed  hint  at  the  results,  which  wzV/^^^^/oZ/ci'i^ 
the  wild  ambition  of  the  Monarch.  The  busts  of  the  King 
and  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  were  placed  on  a  table,  apparent- 
ly intently  gazing  on  a  head,  which  a  figure,  an  excellent  rep- 
resentation of  herself,  was  modelling  in  its  lap.  It  was  the 
head  of  the  unfortunate  Charles  the  First, 
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DELIESSELINE. 

After  the  disastrous  surprise  of  the  cavahy  coinniauded  by 
White,  at  Lenud's  Ferry,  an  exploit  was  performed  by  Mr. 
Deliesseline,  the  present  Sheriff  of  Charleston  District,  that 
entitles  him  to  a  very  high  degree  of  praise.  Although  but 
sixteen  years  of  age  when  Charleston  fell,  inspired  with  ardent 
enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  he  determined  to  en- 
counter every  danger,  and  to  submit  to  every  privation,  rather 
than  yield  to  a  foe  who  had  already  shown  a  iixed  determina- 
tion to  rule  with  the  iron  hand  of  oppression ;  and  to  avoid 
impending  danger,  had  sought  safety  in  concealment.  On  the 
appearance  and  first  attack  of  the  British,  thirteen  of  the  best 
horses  of  the  corps  surprised,  broke  through  the  ranks  of  the 
assailants,  and  galloped  off  in  a  body;  but,  being  speedily 
followed  1)y  a  party  of  the  victorious  dragoons,  were  taken, 
and  conveyed  to  a  neighbouring  plantation,  and  there  left  in 
possession  of  an  inhabitant  named  Deschamps,  with  strict  in- 
junction from  the  officer  commanding,  not  to  suffer  them  to  be 
removed,  till  he  should  return  and  reclaim  them.  Deschamps 
being  a  Whig  in  principle,  paid  little  regard  to  the  order  ;  and 
through  the  medium  of  a  lady  strongly  attached  to  the  Amer- 
ican cause,  information  was  immediately  conveyed  to  the  re- 
treat of  Deliesseline,  in  the  swamp  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Santee.  The  fair  opportunity  to  serve  his  country  was  not 
neglected.  Accompanied  by  a  youth  of  his  own  age,  named 
Dupre^  the  river  was  immediately  passed,  the  stables  of  Des- 
champs assailed,  and  in  spite  of  the  resistance  of  the  domestics, 
the  horses  seized,  swam  across  the  Santee,  and  delivered,  with 
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all  their  equipments,  to  Major  Jamison,  who,  with  several 
officers  who  had  escaped  the  sword  of  the  enemy,  were  as- 
sembled at  Georgetown.  The  delight  of  these  gentlemen,  to 
see  the  finest  of  their  cavalry  thus  nnexpectedly  restored,  sur- 
passed expression.  Major  Jamison  immediately  tendered  a 
certificate  to  the  full  amount  of  their  value ;  but  the  patriotic 
spirit  that  had  given  birth  to  enterprise,  spurned  the  idea  of 
being  paid  for  its  accomplishment.  The  youthful  associates 
modestly  declared,  "  That  their  motives  were  altogetlier  disin- 
terested ;  and  that  the  happiness  of  having  rendered  a  service 
to  their  coimtry,  was  a  sufficient  reward." 
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CAPTAIN   GEE. 

At  the  battle  of  Eiitaw,  when  General  Marion's  Brigade 
was  disi)lajing  in  face  of  the  enemy,  Captain  Gee,  who  coui- 
nianded  the  front  platoon,  was  shot  dow^n,  and  supposed  to  be 
mortally  wonnded.  The  ball  passed  throngh  the  cock  of  a 
handsome  hat,  that  he  had  recently  procnred,  tearing  the 
crown  very  much,  and  in  its  progress,  the  head  also.  He  lay 
for  a  considerable  time  insensible  ;  the  greater  part  of  the  day 
had  passed  without  a  favourable  symptom;  when,  suddenly 
reviving,  his  first  inquiry  was  after  his  beaver,  which  being 
brought  him,  a  friend,  at  the  same  time,  lamenting  the  mangled 
state  of  the  head,  he  exclaimed — "  O,  never  think  of  the  head  ; 
time  and  the  Doctor  will  put  that  to  rights ;  but  it  grieves  me 
to  think,  that  the  rascals  have  ruined  my  hat  for  ever !" 
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CAPTAIN  ZEIGLEE,  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  conclusion  of  the  war,  tliougli  in  the  highest  degree 
acceptable  to  a  great  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  proved  far  otherwise  to  the  soldiers  of  fortune,  who 
sought  not  only  reputation,  hut  support,  by  their  swords. 

I  remember  full  well,  that  when  the  army  was  reviewed  for 
the  last  tiuje  on  James'  Island,  and  iifeu  de  joie  tired  to  cele- 
Ijrate  the  return  of  Peace,  that  Captain  Zeigler  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Line,  after  saluting  General  Greene,  signiticantly 
shrugging  up  his  shoulders,  and  dropping  the  point  of  his 
sword,  gave  vent  to  an  agony  of  tears.  The  review  ended  ; 
on  being  questioned  as  to  the  cause  of  his  emotion,  he  feelingly 
said — ''  Although  I  am  happy  in  the  thought,  tiiat  my  fellow 
soldiers  may  now  seek  their  homes,  to  enjoy  the  rewards  of 
their  toils,  and  all  the  delights  of  domestic  felicity,  I  cannot 
but  remember,  that  I  am  left  alone  on  the  busy  scene  of  life, 
a  wanderer,  witliout  friends,  and  without  employment ;  and 
that,  a  soldier  from  infancy,  I  am  now  in  the  decline  of  life, 
compelled  to  seek  a  precarious  subsistence  in  some  new  channel, 
where  ignorance  and  inability  may  mar  ray  fortunes,  and  con- 
demn me  to  perpetual  obscurity."  I  have  given  the  purport 
of  his  speech  in  plain  language — it  was  certainly  not  his  usual 
style  of  speaking;  in  which,  the  mixture  of  German  and  Eng- 
lish words,  formed  a  dialect  not  easily  to  be  comprehended. 

An  excellent  and  intrepid  soldier,  he  was  particularly  proud 
of  the  discipline  and  military  ap[)earance  of  the  com])any  he 
commanded.     On  one  occasion,  while  conductinn'  a  number  of 
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prisoners  to  a  British  out-post,  addressing  liiniself  to  his  men, 
whom  he  was  ambitions  to  show  to  the  best  advantage,  he  said, 
assuming  an  erect  posture,  and  an  air  of  great  dignity,  "  Gen- 
tlemens,  you  are  now  to  meet  with  civility  the  enemy  of  your 
country,  and  you  must  make  dem  regard  you  with  profound 
and  respectful  admiration.  Be  please,  den,  to  look  great — to 
look  graceful — to  look  like  de  Devil — to  look  like  me ,'" 
48 
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FICKLING. 

A  CIRCUMSTANCE  occurred  dui'ing  the  encampment  of  General 
Lincoln  at  Piirysburg,  that  from  its  singularity  deserves  to  be 
recorded.  A  soldier  named  Fi(Ming^  by  the  irregularity  of 
liis  conduct,  long  excited  the  indignation  of  his  comrades,  and, 
at  length,  from  repeated  etforts  to  desert  to  the  enemy,  had 
been  brought  to  trial,  and  condemned  to  death.  It  ha])pened, 
that  as  he  was  led  to  execution,  the  Surgeon  General  of  the 
army  passed  accidentally  on  his  way  to  his  quarters,  which 
were  at  some  distance  oH'.  On  being  tied  up  to  tiie  fatal  tree, 
the  renu)val  of  the  ladder  caused  the  rope  to  break,  and  the 
culprit  fell  to  the  ground.  This  circumstance,  to  a  man  of 
better  character,  might  have  proved  of  advantage  ;  but,  being 
miiversally  considered  as  a  miscreant,  from  whom  no  good 
could  ever  be  expected,  a  new  rope  was  souiJ:ht  for,  which 
Lieutenant  Plamiiton,  the  Adjutant  of  the  1st  Hegiinent,  a 
stout  and  heavy  man,  essayed  by  every  means,  but  without 
eifect,  to  break.  Fickling  was  then  haltei-ed,  and  again  turned 
off,  when,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  bystanders,  the  rope  un- 
twisted, and  he  fell  a  second  time,  uninjured,  to  the  ground. 
A  cry  for  mercy  was  now  general  throughout  the  ranks,  which 
occasioned  Major  Ladson,  Aid-de-Camp  to  General  Lincoln,  to 
gaUop  to  Ilead-C^narters,  to  make  a  representation  of  facts, 
which  were  no  sooner  stated,  than  an  immediate  pardon  was 
granted,  accompanied  with  an  order,  that  he  should,  instanta- 
neously, be  drummed,  with  every  mark  of  infamy,  out  of 
camp,  aiul  threatened  with  instant  death  if  ever  he  should,  at 
any  future  })criod,  be  found  attempting  to  approach  it.     In  the 
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interim,  the  Surgeon  General  had  established  himself  at  his 
quarters,  in  a  distant  barn,  little  doubting  but  that  the  catas- 
trophe was  at  an  end,  and  Fielding  quietly  resting  in  his  grave. 
Midniglit  was  at  hand,  and  he  was  busily  engaged  in  writing, 
when  hearing  the  approach  of  a  footstep,  he  raised  his  eyes, 
and  saw  with  astonishment,  the  figure  of  the  man,  who  had, 
in  liis  opinion,  been  executed,  slowdy  and  with  haggard  coun- 
tenance approaching  towards  him.  "  How  !  how  is  this  ?""  ex- 
claimed the  Doctor.  ''Whence  come  you?  What  do  you 
want  with  me  i  Were  you  not  hanged  this  morning  ?■' 
"Yes,  Sir,"  replied  the  resuscitated  man,  "I  am  the  wretch 
you  saw  going  to  the  gallows,  and  who  icas  hanged."  "  Keep 
your  distance,""  said  the  Doctor;  approach  me  not  till  you  say, 
why  come  you  here  ?  "  Simply,  Sir,"  said  tlie  supposed 
spectre,  "  to  solicit  food  !  I  am  no  ghost.  Doctor.  The  rope 
broke  twice  while  the  executioner  was  doing  his  office,  and  the 
General  thought  proper  to  pardon  me."  "  If  that  be  the  case," 
rejoined  the  Doctor,  "  eat  and  welcome  ;  but  I  beg  of  you,  in 
future,  to  have  a  little  more  consideration,  and  not  intrude  so 
unceremoniously  into  the  apartment  of  one  who  had  every 
right  to  suppose  you  an  inhabitant  of  the  tomb." 
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HAPPY  ESCAPE. 

I  HOPE  I  sliall  be  pardoned  for  relating  an  occurrence,  which, 
thongli  of  no  consequence  to  tlie  public,  was  to  myself  of  such 
momentous  importance,  as  not  to  be  recollected,  even  at  this 
distant  day,  without  the  keenest  and  most  appalling  sensations. 
To  check  the  predatory  excursions  of  the  British  garrison,  the 
light  troops  were  so  placed  as  to  be  ready,  on  the  slightest 
alarm,  to  encounter  them.  The  enemy  were  not  wnthont 
energy,  and  did  occasionally  venture  beyond  their  lines,  but 
rarely  with  impunity;  a  partial  sacrifice  of  men  was  the  gene- 
ral result,  frequently  the  entire  loss  of  the  party.  They  had 
their  successes  too,  and  on  three  different  occasions,  Armstrong 
and  George  Carrington  of  Lee's,  and  Kelty  of  Baylor's,  were 
made  prisoners.  Information  being  communicated  to  Colonel 
Laurens,  that  a  considerable  detachment  of  cavalry  had  passed 
by  Goose  Creek  Bridge,  higher  up  the  conntry  than  they  had 
usually  ventured,  Rudolpli's  company  of  the  Legion,  and 
QuinavWs  of  the  Dehiwares,  were  thrown  across  tlic  Ashley, 
to  await  them  in  ambuscade.  Qninault  took  post  near  Eagle 
Ih-jdge,  helow  Dorchester;  Rudolph  ahove  it,  immediately  op- 
posite to  the  avenue  leading  to  Cato's  Plantation:  1  ncted  as 
his  subaltern.  It  was  at  the  close  of  the  day,  that  information 
was  communicated  by  a  dragoon,  that  the  enemy  were  certainly 
above  us,  and  retii'ing  towards  their  lines.  Rudolph,  com- 
manding the  strictest  sileiu'e,  placed  out  three  sentinels,  each  a 
little  in  advaiu-e  of  the  other,  with  orders  not  to  hail,  but  to 
retire  cautiously  l)efore  any  [)arty  that  should  appi'oach  :  then, 
addi-essino;   his  men,  he  said, — '*  I  know  von   too  well  to  think 
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it  necessary  to  reeoinniencl  obedience  and  energy.  When  the 
tirst  sentinel  reaches  ns,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  retire  as  the 
enemy  appears,  a  single  clap  of  my  hands  shall  be  the  signal 
to  prepare.  When  the  second,  I  shall  again  clap  my  hands, 
you  jnust  stand  ready  to  level  your  pieces  ;  and  I  trust  you 
will  do  so  with  that  deliberation,  that,  from  your  proximity  to 
the  road,  must  occasion  great  execution.  When  1  clap  my 
hands  the  third  time,  give  your  fire,  shout  loudly,  and  rush 
forward  with  the  bayonet."  He  had  scarcely  ceased  speaking, 
when  horsemen  were  distinctly  heard  crossing  an  old  field, 
directly  in  our  front,  to  Gato's  House.  To  ascertain  who  they 
were.  Captain  Rudolph  quitted  his  command,  directing  me, 
should  the  enemy  appear,  to  act  in  strict  conformity  to  the 
orders  he  had  communicated.  But  a  very  few  minutes  had 
elapsed  befere  tlie  sentinel  most  advanced,  retiring,  proclaimed 
that  he  had  distinctly  heard  tlie  approach  of  cavalry.  I 
clapped  my  hands,  and  every  soldier  was  prepared.  The 
second  sentinel  made  his  appearance  also ;  from  him  commu- 
nication was  unnecessary,  the  trampling  of  horses,  slowly  ap- 
proaching, w^as  heard  by  every  one.  I  clapped  my  hands,  and 
all  were  ready  to  level ;  the  third  sentinel  came  in,  and  I  now 
perceived,  though  indistinctly,  from  the  darkness  of  tlie  night, 
the  head  of  the  advancing  troop.  I  candidly  own  that  it  was 
a  moment  of  breatldess  expectation.  It  was  about  twenty 
yards  distant,  and  I  only  waited  till  it  should  l)e  immediately 
in  our  front,  to  give  the  signal  to  fire,  when  the  exalted  voice 
of  Rudolph  was  lieard,  exclaiming,  "  Stop,  for  God's  sake 
stop ;  do  not  fire,  they  are  friends."  Pie  speedily  reached  me 
with  the  information,  that  the  horsemen  he  had  met  at  Gato's 
were  two  of  our  own  regiment,  who  had  been  sent  forward  to 
seek  him,  to  give  information  that  Gaptain  Armstrong,  with 
the  third  troop  of  the  Legion,  had  crossed  at  Bacon's  Bridge, 
and  to  caution  him  against  mistaking  them  for  the  enemy. 
Good  God  !  what  an  escape  was  mine ;  it  was  Armstrong  who 
was  now  immediately  before  me  ;  and  had  not  the  interposition 
of  Providence  saved  me,  I  should  in  an  instant,  though  inno- 
cently, have  done  a  deed  that  must  have  imbittered  every  hour 
of  my  future  life. 
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While  the  Legion  lay  at  Mr.  Izard's  Villa  Plantation,  near 
Bacon's  Bridg-e,  anxiously  looking  forward  to  the  evacuation 
of  the  Ca])ital,  having  long  assiduously  attended  to  the  duties 
of  camp,  my  superior  otticer,  Captain  Handy,  advised  me,  as 
there  was  little  appearance  of  an  immediate  call  for  active  ser- 
vice, to  visit  a  friend  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  enjoy  the 
luxury  of  a  comfortable  rjieal.  1  was  not  unthankful  for  the 
favour,  and  with  great  satisfaction  rode  to  Mrs.  Barnard 
Elliott's,  a  few  miles  distant,  from  whose  hospitality  I  was 
certain  to  meet  a  hearty  welcome.  Dinner  was  served  up, 
and  I  was  about  to  take  my  place  at  table,  when  a  dragoon 
gallopping  up,  presented  a  note  from  Captain  Handy,  requiring 
me,  without  delay,  to  join  the  regiment  about  to  cross  the 
Ashley,  with  orders  to  harass  the  rear  of  the  retiring;  enemy, 
who  were  on  the  eve  of  departure.  T  had  no  alternative,  and 
without  a  moment's  hesitation,  set  out.  Arriving  at  the  Villa, 
I  found  that  the  regiment  had  already  moved,  and  hastening 
forward,  speedily  joined  it.  Encamped  for  the  night  at 
Parker's,  l)elow  Dorchester,  and  expressing  to  Handy  and 
Manning,  my  companions,  the  disappointment  recently  ex- 
perienced, and  the  cravings  of  innnediate  appetite,  a  soldier, 
who  had  heard  the  conversation,  with  great  civility,  said, 
"  While  on  our  inarch,  Perry  Scott  purchased  of  a  negro,  who 
was  passing  us,  a  turkey,  which  we  have  cooked.  If  you  will 
partake  of  it,  Lieutenant,  I  have  a  leg  and  a  little  rice,  al- 
together at  youi'  service."  It  was  not  a  moment  to  refuse. 
The  leg  and  rice  were  produced,  and  my  friends  and  self  eat 
our  scanty  portion  with  great  relish.  We  had  halted  at 
Parker's  during  the  night,  to  give  Greneral  Wayne  an  oppor- 
tunity (»f  crossing,  with  a  large  body  of  infantry,  the  Ashley 
Ferry;  and  at  early  dawn  moved  forward  to  join  him,  but  not 
before  a  second  soldier  had  presented  to  Manning,  the  other 
leg  of  the  turkey  purchased  by  Scott.  Soon  after  our  junction 
with  the  infantry,  General  Wayne  escorted  by  the  whole  of 
the  cavalry,  moved  forward  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position 
at  Shubric^k's. 

The  usual  hour  of  refreshment  having  passed,  with   little 
a]>pearance  of  relief  from  our  Commissary,  a  third  soldier  ad- 
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vancing,  said,  ''  I  hope  Captain  Handy  will  not  refuse  from 
me,  a  leg  of  the  turkey  which  Scott  purchased  the  last  night 
on  the  road,  as  it  is  a  particularly  line  one  :  and  I  wish,  with 
a  tempting  mess  of  rice,  to  oifer  it  to  him."  The  third  leg 
was  eaten  ;  and,  to  shorten  my  story,  for  three  succeeding 
meals,  still  another,  and  another  leg  of  Scott's  purchased 
turkey  was  presented.  The  mystery  was  soon  explained.  A 
messenger,  with  dispatches  from  Head  Quarters  to  General 
Wayne,  brought  an  order  also,  that  the  knapsacks  of  the  troops 
should  be  strictly  examined,  as  Mr.  John  Waring's  poultry 
house  had  been  robbed,  and  thirty  turkeys  carried  off,  about 
the  time  of  our  removal  from  Izard's.  Search  was  accordingly 
made,  but  not  a  feather  found  that  could  justify  suspicion  of 
criminality  in  any  Legionary  Soldier.  A  detachment  of 
Pennsylvanians  were  but  a  little  removed  from  the  spot,  and 
as  they  enjoyed  high  reputation  for  their  partiality  to  delicate 
fare,  this  unceremonious  transfer  of  property,  was  generally 
attributed  to  them. 

A  story  is  recorded  in  testimony  of  the  ready  wit  of  a 
soldier  of  that  Line,  to  this  effect.  A  turkey-cock  being  found 
in  his  knapsack,  and  inquiry  made  as  to  the  right  of  posses- 
sion, he  declared,  ''that  in  his  gobbling  the  saucy  bird  had  so 
often  called  him  tory.  iory^  tory^  that  he  had  killed  him  to 
prevent  further  insult."  ''Bat,"  said  the  inquiring  officer, 
"  here  is  a  h€7i  also  in  your  knajisack  ;  she  does  not  gobble — 
why  was  she  brought."  "Oh,  an  please  your  honour,  as  an 
evidence.  She  heard  the  insult,  and  if  she  had  not  been 
smothered  by  her  close  confinement,  might  have  told  you  how 
much  I  bore,  before  I  could  persuade  myself  to  do  the  rascal 
an  injury." 
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GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

A  FRIEND  who  assured  me  that  his  iritbniiatiou  was  derived 
from  the  best  authority,  related  an  Anecdote  highly  character- 
istic of  the  humanity  and  discretion  of  tlie  good  and  great 
Washington.  Stopping  for  refreshment  at  a  house  in  Jersey, 
in  which  a  wounded  officer  lay,  who  was  sensibly  agitated  by 
the  slightest  noise,  he  constantly  spoke  in  an  under  tone  of 
voice;  and  at  table,  in  every  movement,  evinced  marked  con- 
sideration for  the  sufferer.  Retiring  to  another  apartment  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  meal,  the  gentleman  of  his  family,  un- 
restrained by  his  presence,  were  less  particidar.  They  spoke 
in  higher  tones  ;  when  tlie  General,  Avho  heard  them  with  un- 
easiness, immediately  returning,  opened  the  door  with  great 
caution,  and  walking  on  tip-toe  to  the  extremity  of  the  apart- 
ment, took  a  book  from  the  mantelpiece,  and  without  uttering 
a  syllable,  again  retired.  The  hint  was  not  lost — respectful 
silence  was  the  immediate  consequence. 


Dr.  M'Caula,  some  time  since  Intendant  of  Charleston, 
who  served  wnth  distinction  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
has  frequently  declared,  that  after  the  surrender  of  Yorktown, 
while  the  Continental  troops  were  preparing  to  receive  the 
British,  wlio  were  to  march  forth  from  the  garrison,  and 
deliver  up  their  arms,  that  he  heard  the  Commander-in-Chief 
say,  (addressing  liimself  to  the  division  of  the  army  to  wliich 
he  was  attached)  *'  My  brave  fellows,  let  no  sensation  of  satis- 


REVOLUTIOXAliY    ANECDOTES.  379 

faction  for  the  triumphs  you  have  gained,  induce  you  to  insult 
your  fallen  enemy — let  no  shouting,  no  clamorous  huzzaing 
increase  their  mortification.  It  is  sufficient  satisfaction  to  us, 
tliat  wc  witness  their  humiliation.     Posterity  will  huzza  for 
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OLD  LYDICK. 

Shortly  after  his  election  to  the  presidency  of  the  United 
States,  General  Washington,  his  lady,  and  Secretar}^  Major 
Jackson,  on  their  way  from  the  seat  of  Government  to  Mount 
Yernon,  stopped  for  the  night  at  Chester.  The  President  had 
scarcely  arrived,  and  expressed  a  wish  not  to  be  disturbed, 
when  a  message  was  brought,  that  an  old  gentleman,  once 
honoured  with  liis  favor  and  protection,  anxiously  requested 
permission  to  pay  his  respects,  adding,  that  his  name  was 
Lyd'ick.  "  Let  him  enter,  by  all  means,"  said  General  AV^ash- 
ington,  "he  is  the  man.  Major  Jackson,  who,  at  the  hazard  of 
his  life,  entered  New  York,  while  in  possession  of  the  eneni}', 
for  the  purpose  of  distril)uting  among  the  German  troops, 
proclamations,  inviting  them  to  our  standard  ;  and  who,  at  an 
after  period,  superintended  for  many  years  our  baking  estab- 
lishment with  zeal  and  diligence."  As  the  old  man  entered, 
the  General,  taking  him  kindly  by  the  hand,  said,  "My 
worthy  friend,  I  am  rejoiced  to  see  you,  and  truly  happy  to 
express  my  thanks  to  a  man  to  whom  I  feel  myself  under 
great  obligation.  You  ever  served  your  country  with  exem- 
])lary  fidelity,  and  her  warmest  gratitude  is  richly  your  due." 
"  Such  praise  from  my  beloved  connnander,"  replied  Lydick, 
"is  higli  rewarth  I  shall  now  go  to  my  grave  in  peace,  since 
it  has  been  my  happiness,  once  again,  to  meet  and  pay  my  duty 
to  your  Excellency.  I  have  but  one  regret.  You  are  chikl- 
less!  You  leave  your  country  no  representative  of  your  vir- 
tues!    But  you  are  not  as  old  as  Abraham  ;  and  A-Ad,  (gently 
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touching  the  shoulder  of  Mrs.  Washington)  as  old  as  Sarah  ; 
and  through  the  favour  of  the  Almighty ,  I  iiope  that  a  son 
may  still  be  l)orn  to  bless  us."  The  General,  with  a  smile, 
thanked  him  for  his  good  wishes,  and  the  old  man  retired, 
pi'aying,  that  fruitfulness  might  crown  the  last  jears  of  their 
existence  with  perfect  felicity. 
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MICHAEL  DOCHEETY. 

The  character  of  tlie  Soldier  of  Fortune,  so  inimitably  well 
drawn,  and  wliieh  constitutes  the  chief  merit  of  the  popular 
tale,  ''  A  Legend  of  Montrose,"  has  been  considered  altogether 
imaginary.  The  careless  facility  with  which  he  changed  sides, 
and  embraced  opposite  principles,  regarded  as  the  sportive  in- 
vention of  the  author's  brain.  I  will  briefly  relate  the  adven- 
tures of  a  sentinel  in  tlie  Continental  service,  as  received  from 
his  own  lips,  and  leave  it  to  my  readers  to  determine  whether 
the  character  of  Dalgetty,  "  though  it  never  did,  might  not 
have  existed." 

At  the  moment  of  retreat,  on  tlie  12th  of  May,  1782,  wdien 
Colonel  Laurens,  commanding  the  Light  Troops  of  General 
Greene's  army,  beat  up  the  quarters  of  the  enemy  near  Acca- 
bee,  Michael  Docherty,  a  distinguished  soldier  of  the  Dela- 
wares,  said  to  a  comrade  who  was  near, — "By  Jasns,  it  does 
my  lieart  good  to  think  that  little  blood  has  been  spilt  this 
day,  any  lunv,  and  that  we  are  likely  to  see  the  close  of  it 
without  a  light.'''  No  notice  was  taken  of  his  speech  at  the 
time,  but  meeting  him  shortly  after  in  camp,  I  inquired, 
"■how  ](e^  who  was  so  much  ajiplauded  for  uncommon  gal- 
hmtry,  should  have  e.\])ressed  so  great  delight  on  iinding  the 
enemy  indisposed  for  action."  "And  who,  besides  myself, 
had  a  better  right  to  be  pleased,  I  wonder,"  said  Docherty. 
"  Wounds  and  ca])tivity  have  no  charms  for  me,  and  Michael 
has  never  yet  fought,  but,  as  bad  luck  would  liave  it,  Jjotli 
have  been  \\\>  portion.  When  I  give  you  a  little  |»iece  of  the 
liistoi'v  of  \\\\  jKiHi  rfi\  you  will  give  me  credit  for  my  wish  to 
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be  careful  of  the  part  that  is  to  come.  1  was  unlucky  from 
the  jump.  At  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  acting  as  l^ergeant 
of  a  company  in  the  Delaware  Regiment,  my  Captain  killed, 
and  Lieutenant  absenting  himself  from  the  field  for  the  greater 
safety  of  his  mother's  son,  I  fought  with  desperation  till  onr 
ammunition  was  expended,  and  my  comrades  being  compelled 
to  retire,  I  was  left  helpless  and  wounded  on  the  ground,  and 
fell  into  tlie  hands  of  the  enemy.  Confinement  was  never 
agreeable  to  me.  I  could  never  be  aisy  within  the  walls  of  a 
prison.  A  recruiting  Sergeant  of  the  British,  wlio  was  at 
home  in  his  business,  and  up  to  all  manner  of  cajolery,  by 
dint  of  perpetual  blarny,  gained  my  good  will,  slipped  the 
King's  bounty  into  my  hand,  which  I  pocketed,  and  entered  a 
volunteer  in  the  ITtli  Regiment.  Stony  Point  was  our  station, 
and  I  thought  myself 'snngly  out  of  harm's  way,  when  one 
ugly  night,  when  I  did  not  even  dream  of  such  an  accident, 
the  post  was  carried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  an  un- 
lucky thrust  laid  me  prostrate  on  the  earth.  It  was  a  great 
consolation,  however,  that  although  this  was  rather  rough 
treatment  from  the  hand  of  a  friend,  that  the  Old  Delawares 
were  covered  with  glory,  and  that  as  their  prisoner,  I  was  sure 
to  meet  the  kindest  attention.  My  wound  once  cured,  and 
white-washed  of  my  sins,  my  ancient  comrades  received  me 
with  kindness;  and  light  of  heart,  and  hoping  to  gain  any 
quantity  of  laurels  in  the  South,  I  marched  forward  with  the 
Regiment,  as  a  part  of  the  command  destined  to  recover  the 
Carolinas  and  Georgia.  The  bloody  battle  of  Camden,  fought 
on  the  16th  of  August,  bad  luck  to  the  day,  brought  me  once 
again  in  trouble.  Our  Regiment  was  cut  up  root  and  branch, 
and  poor  Pilgarlic,  my  unfortunate  self,  wounded  and  made 
prisoner.  My  prejudices  against  a  jail  I  have  frankly  told, 
and  being  pretty  confident  that  I  should  not  a  whit  better 
relish  a  lodging  in  the  inside  of  a  prison-ship,  I  once  again 
suffered  myself  to  be  persuaded,  and  listed  in  the  infantry  of 
Tarleton's  Legion.  O,  botheration,  what  a  mistake.  I  never 
before  had  kept  such  bad  company ;  as  a  man  of  honour,  I 
was  out  of  my  i/ement,  and  should  certainly  have  given  them 
leg  bail,  but  that  I  had  no  time  to  brood  over  my  misfortunes, 


384  KEVOLUTIOXARY  ANPXDOTKS. 

for  the  battle  of  tlie  Cowpens  quickly  following:,  Howard  and 
Old  Kirkwood  gave  us  the  l)avonet  so  handsomely,  tliat  we 
were  taken  one  and  all,  and  I  should  have  escaped  unhurt,  had 
not  a  dragoon  of  Washington's  added  a  scratch  or  two  to  the 
account  already  scored  on  my  unfortunate  carcass.  As  to  all 
the  miseries  that  I  have  since  endured,  afflicted  with  a  scarcity 
of  everything  hut  appetite  and  mnsquitoes,  I  say  nothing 
about  them.  My  love  for  my  country  gives  me  courage  to 
support  that,  and  a  great  deal  more  when  it  comes.  I  love 
my  comrades,  and  they  love  Docherty.  Exchanging  kind- 
nesses, we  give  care  to  the  dogs ;  but  surely  you  will  not  be 
surprised,  after  all  that  I  have  said,  that  I  feel  some  qualms  at 
the  thought  of  battle,  since,  take  whatever  side  I  will,  I  am 
always  sure  to  find  it  the  wrong  one. 
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COLONEL   MENZIES. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  evacuation  of  Charleston,  Colonel 
Menzies,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  receiving  a  letter  from  a 
Hessian  officer  within  the  garrison,  who  had  once  been  a 
prisoner,  and  treated  by  him  with  kindness,  expressing  an 
earnest  desire  to  show  his  gratitude,  by  executing  any  commis- 
sion with  which  he  would  please  to  honour  him.  Colonel 
Menzies  replied  to  it,  requesting  him  to  send  him  twelve  dozen 
Cigars  ;  but,  being  a  German  by  birth,  and  little  accustomed 
to  express  himself  in  English,  he  was  not  very  accurate  in  his 
orthography,  and  \NYotQ  Sizars.  Twelve  dozen  pair  of  Scissors 
were  accordingly  sent  him,  whicli,  for  a  time,  occasioned  much 
mirth  in  the  camp,  at  the  Colonel's  expense  ;  but  no  man 
knew  better  how  to  proiit  from  the  mistake.  Money  was  not, 
at  the  ]>eriod,  in  circulation ;  and  l)y  the  aid  of  his  runner, 
distributing  Jiis  Scissors  over  the  country,  in  exchange  for 
poultry.  Colonel  Menzies  lived  luxuriously,  while  the  fare  of 
his  brother  officers  was  a  scanty  pittance  of  famished  beef, 
bull-frogs  from  ponds,  and  crayfish  from  the  neighbouring 
ditclies. 


The  want  of  active  employment  was,  at  this  time,  extremely 
prejudicial  to  the  service  ;  for,  while  it  engendered  discontent 
among  the  men,  it  gave  birth  to  perpetual  feuds  among  the 
officers.  Having  little  to  apprehend  from  the  exertions  of  the 
enemy,  confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  garrison  of 
Charleston,  indolence  gave  birth  to  peevishness  and  discontent, 
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and  bile  was  generated  to  an  overflow.  A  look,  a  smile,  and 
even  the  slightest  innendo,  though  uttered  without  the  most 
distant  idea  of  giving  oiience,  was  too  frequently  the  prelude 
to  a  call  to  the  field.  The  loss  of  some  valuable  lives,  and  in- 
fliction of  many  wounds,  was  the  consequence.  I  will  mention 
but  one  instance  of  the  trivial  causes  that  gave  birth  to  in- 
temperate hostility.  Colonel  Menzies,  boasting  of  the  an- 
tiquity of  his  family  with  true  German  poinposity,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Jack  Steward  of  Mai-yland,  laughingly  observed, 
"  That  it  was  inq)ossible  for  him  to  entertain  a  doubt  upon 
the  subject,  since  he  remembered  in  the  reading  of  his  boyish 
days,  to  have  formed  an  acquaintance  with  a  Jew  of  celebrity, 
one  Mordecai  Menzies  the  coulidential  and  Ijosom  friend  of  tlie 
law-giver  Moses."  This  jeu  cTesjynt  produced  a  duel,  and 
nothing  but  the  interposition  of  cooler  heads  (the  iirst  shots 
being  exchanged  without  mischief)  prevented  it  from  ending 
fatally. 
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YANKEE   CAPTAIN. 

Till  the  last  hour  that  the  British  kept  possession  of  New- 
York,  independent  of  Custoni-House  forms,  tlie}^  obliged  the 
Captains  of  American  vessels,  bringinp;  in  articles  for  sale,  to 
dance  attendance,  in  many  instances,  for  days  together,  seek- 
ing passports  to  prevent  detention  by  the  guard-ships.  An 
unfortunate  Yankee,  who  had  sold  his  notions^  and  was  im- 
patient to  depart,  having  been  repeatedly  put  otf  with  frivolous 
excuses,  and  bid  to  "  call  again,"  indignantly  'exclaimed, 
"  Well,  I  vow,  for  a  beaten  people,  you  are  the  most  saucy 
that  I  ever  met  with."  ''  Make  out  that  fellow's  passport  im- 
mediately," said  the  superintendent  to  an  officiating  clerk, 
"  and  get  rid  of  him." 
50 
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EXCHANGE  OF  SHELLS. 

The  enmity  of  tlie  contending  armies,  dnring  the  siege  of 
Charleston,  was  not  confined  to  open  liostility,  but  manifested 
itself  in  the  indulgence  of  irony,  too  pointed  not  to  give  in- 
crease to  mutual  animosity.  Towards  the  conclusion  of  it,  the 
British  believing  that  the  fare  of  the  garrison  was  both  indif- 
ferent and  scanty,  a  thirteen-incli  shell  was  thrown  from  their 
lines,  which  passing  immediately  over  the  Horn  Work,  manned 
by  a  detachment  of  the  Ancient  Battalion  of  Artillery  of 
Charleston,  fell  into  a  morass  immediately  in  the  rear,  without 
exploding.  An  ofticer  of  that  corps  who  saw  it  lodge,  ap- 
proaching it  after  some  time,  perceived  a  folded  paper  attached 
to  it,  directed  "  To  the  Yankee  Officers  in  Charleston." 
The  contents  of  which  expressed  a  wish  "  That  in  their  known 
state  of  starvation,  they  would  accept  from  a  compassionate 
enemy,  a  supply  of  the  necessaries  they  most  delighted  in." 
The  shell  was  filled  wath  rice  and  molasses.  To  return  the 
(•umpliment,  a  shell  was  immediately  filled  with  hogslard  and 
brimstone,  and  thrown  into  the  British  works,  accompanied 
by  a  note,  expressing  thanks  for  the  present  received,  and 
begging  that  the  articles  returned  by  a  considerate  enemy, 
might  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Scotch  gentlemen  in 
the  camp,  to  whom,  as  tlicy  were  always  of  consequence,  they 
might  now  prove  peculiarly  acceptable.  It  was  understood 
after  the  seige,  that  the  note  was  received,  but  not  with  that 
good  humour  that  might  have  been  expected,  had  it  been 
considered  as  ixjeu  iV esprit  resulting  from  justifiable  retaliation. 
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SINGULAE  INSTANCE  OF  STEEN  EEPUBLICAN 
SUBMISSION  TO  MISFOETUNE. 

The  sternness  of  Eepnblican  principles  may  certainly  be 
carried  to  extremity.  I  received  from  General  Barnwell,  what 
has  appeared  to  me  a  striking  instance  of  it.  Hastening  to 
return  to  his  military  duties,  after  his  exchange,  accompanied 
by  his  brothers  Edward  and  Eobert,  his  nephew  William 
Elliott,  and  Aide-de-Camp  John  B.  Holmes,  they  overtook  in 
a  dreary  and  desolate  pine  barren,  in  North  Carolina,  Dr. 
Geore  Bellinger,  I'iding  on  a  miserable  broken  down  tackey, 
a  blanket  serving  bin]  as  a  saddle,  and  sugar-loaf  strings  as  a 
bridle,  to  direct  his  motions.  An  invitation  was  immediately 
given  him  to  partake  of  the  refreshment,  which  the  more 
fortunate  group  carried  with  them,  and  accepted.  Merrily 
passed  the  entertainment.  At  the  conclusion  of  it.  General 
Barnwell  commisserating  the  deplorable  situation  of  a  gentle- 
man of  the  most  decided  Whig  principles,  said  to  Mr.  Elliott, 
"  I  cannot  bear  the  idea,  that  a  staunch  Patriot,  pressing 
forward  to  resume  a  station  of  utility  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  should  be  thus  ill  provided,  while  your  servant  is  well 
mounted,  and  riding  at  his  ease.  An  exchange  is  necessary 
for  your  credit,  and  for  the  sake  of  humanity."  "  My  wishes," 
replied  Mr,  Elliott,  "  accord  with  your  own.  "  Come,  Doctor," 
continued  he,  "  take  my  servant's  horse,  and  join  our  party. 
He  w^ill  mount  your's,  and  in  due  time  rejoin  us."  "  I  have 
partaken  of  your  fare,"  said  Bellinger,  "  with  thankfulness ; 
but  can  never  accept  a  favour,  that  I  candidly  confess,  I  should 
not  have  sufficient  generosity  to  return.     I  might  have  spared 
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yon  liquor  and  food,  had  you  been  in  my  place,  and  I  in  yours  / 
bnt,  further  than  that,  I  conld  not  have  imitated  the  noble 
eflPort  of  generous  feeling  exhibited.  Republican  indepen- 
dency, while  it  bids  me  admire  your  liberal  offer,  prevents  me 
from  profiting  by  it :  therefore,  pass  on.  I  shall,  in  due  season, 
be  with  you." 
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LEVINGSTONE. 

A  SOLDIER  of  General  Marion's  Brigade,  named  Levingstone, 
an  Irishman  by  birth,  meeting  with  an  armed  party,  on  a 
night  profoundly  dark,  suddenly  found  a  liorseraan's  pistol 
applied  to  his  breast,  and  heard  the  imperious  demand,— "  De- 
clare, instantaneously,  to  what  party  you  lielong,  or  yon  are  a 
dead  man."  The  situation  being  such  as  to  render  it  highly 
probable  that  it  might  be  a  British  party,  he  very  calmly  re- 
plied, "  I  think,  Sir,  it  would  be  a  little  more  in  the  way  of 
civility  if  you  were  to  drop  a  hint,  just  to  let  me  know  whicli 
side  of  the  question  you  are  pleased  to  favour."  "  No  jesting," 
replied  the  speaker,  "  declare  your  principles  or  die."  "  Tlien, 
by  Jasns,"  rejoined  Levingstone,  "  I  will  not  die  witli  a  lie  in 
my  mouth.  American,  to  extremity,  you  spalpeen,  so  do  your 
worst,  and  be  damn'd  to  you."  "  You  are  an  honest  fellow," 
said  the  inquirer,  "  we  are  friends,  and  I  rejoice  to  meet  a  man 
faithful  as  you  are  to  the  cause  of  our  country." 
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LOASTER. 

An  instance  of  intrepidity  in  an  individual  belonging  to  the 
Brigade  commanded  by  General  Snmter,  deserves  to  be  re- 
corded. A  detachment  of  mounted  militia,  had  been  sent  out 
by  the  General  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  hasten- 
ing, under  the  command  of  Lord  Rawdon,  to  the  relief  of 
Ninety-Six,  and  came  up  with  their  rear  guard  at  a  place 
called  the  Juniper  Springs,  about  fifteen  miles  distant  from 
Granby.  The  British  cavalry,  who  composed  it,  were  of 
much  superior  force,  and  being  in  every  respect  better  pre- 
pared for  action,  quickly  disconcerted  the  American  detach- 
ment, and  put  them  to  flight.  A  poor  German,  named 
Loaster,  belonging  to  the  American  party,  mounted  on  a 
sorry  poney,  with  a  rope  bridle,  and  corresponding  equip- 
ments, with  no  other  arms  than  a  musket,  which  he  had 
already  fired  off,  was  assailed  by  a  British  dragoon,  who  aimed 
several  desperate  blows  at  him  with  his  sabre,  which  were 
warded  off  with  extraordinary  dexterity,  Loaster  calling  out 
after  every  parry,  "Huzza  for  America."  While  in  this 
perilous  situation,  a  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  determining,  if  possible, 
to  save  him,  rode  up,  and  with  the  butt  end  of  his  pistol,  which 
had  been  previously  dischai'ged,  struck  the  dragoon  so  violent 
a  blow  in  the  face  as  to  fell  him  to  the  ground.  Jjoaster,  thus 
ha])]»ily  rescued,  rode  off  and  escaped,  vowing  most  earnestly 
never  to  go  into  action  witliout  a  cutting  iron^  his  musket 
being  nearly  severed  in  two,  in  five  different  places. 
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GEORGE  PETRIE. 

Where  generous  interposition  preserves  the  life  of  an  in- 
trepid enemy,  it  ouglit  not  to  be  passed  over  unnoticed.  At 
the  battle  of  Stono,  though  nearly  annihilated  by  the  charge 
made  upon  them  by  the  American  Light  Infantry,  led  on  by 
Colonel  Henderson  and  Major  Pinckney,  no  troops  could  have 
behaved  better,  or  fought  with  greater  obstinacy,  than  the  de- 
tachment of  the  71st  British  Regiment,  that  sallied  from  their 
line  of  Redoubts  to  oppose  them.  A  Captain  Campbell  was 
particularly  distinguished,  by  his  activity  and  daring  courage, 
but  ultimately  subdued  by  the  severity  of  his  wounds,  and  loss 
of  blood  ;  he  was  leaning  against  a  tree,  awaiting  the  result  of 
the  contest,  when  a  Continental  soldier,  raising  his  piece,  was 
about  to  inflict  an  exterminating  thrust  with  the  bayonet,  had 
he  not  been  prevented  by  Lieutenant  George  Petrie,  of  the 
South-Carolina  Line,  who,  upbraiding  him  for  a  want  of 
humanity  to  an  unresisting  and  fainting  foe,  arrested  his  arm, 
and  saved  his  gallant  enemy.  Colonel  Henderson,  who  had 
seen  the  whole  transaction,  at  this  moment  rode  up,  and  ex- 
claiming, "  That  is  too  brave  a  fellow  to  die,"  committed  him 
to  the  care  of  the  very  soldier  who  would  have  destroyed  him, 
with  a  strict  injunction  to  guard  him,  at  the  peril  of  his  life, 
from  injury. 
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REMARKABLE  INCIDENT. 

A  VERY  singular  occurrence  took  place  during  the  seige  ot 
Augusta,  to  the  truth  of  which  many  living  witnesses  can  give 
testimony.  I  mention  my  friend,  Dr.  Irvine,  as  one  who  was 
present  when  it  happened.  Two  outlaws,  distinguished  by 
the  enormity  of  their  oftences,  were  taken  and  condemned  to 
die.  An  executioner  could  not  be  found.  Every  soldier  in 
the  army  shrunk  with  abhorrence  from  the  office.  It  was  at 
length  determined  that  the  one  deemed  the  least  guilty  should 
receive  a  pardon,  on  the  condition  of  serving  as  hangman, 
while  his  companion  paid  the  penalty  of  his  crimes.  The 
terms  were  accepted,  and  the  7nost  atrocious  culprit  turned  off. 
He,  however,  who  was  pardoned,  had  little  time  for  triumph, 
for  his  part  was  scarcely  performed  before  a  four  pound  shot, 
from  the  enemy's  battery,  struck  him  on  the  breast,  and  laid 
him  dead  at  the  side  of  the  man  who  had  been  executed. 
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AN  UNINVITED  GUEST. 

During  the  seige  of  Yorktowii,  Baron  Steuben  giving  a 
breakfast  to  several  of  the  Field  Officers  of  the  army,  in  the 
course  of  the  entertainment,  while  festivity  was  at  its  height, 
and  in  anticipation  of  the  honours  which  awaited  them,  mirth 
and  good  humour  abounded,  a  shell  from  the  enemy  fell  into 
the  centre  of  the  circle  formed  b}'  his  guests.  There  was  ik) 
time  for  retreat ;  to  fall  prostrate  on  the  earth  afforded  the 
only  chance  of  escape;  every  individual  stretched  himself  at 
his  length ;  the  shell  burst  with  tremendous  explosion,  cover- 
ing the  whole  party  with  mud  and  dirt,  which  rather  proved  a 
source  of  merriment,  than  serious  concern,  since  none  of  the 
party  sustained  any  further  inconvenience. 
51 
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IMPORTANT  SERVICE  OF  MAJOR  EDMUND 
HYRNE. 

In  the  sprinii;  of  the  year  1781,  General  Greene,  coni- 
niisserating  the  wretched  situation  of  the  Exiles  at  St.  Augus- 
tine, and  of  the  inflexible  patriots  conflned  in  the  Provost  and 
Prison-ships;  anxious  too  to  relieve,  and  proflt  by  the  services 
of  the  Continental  troops  conflned  in  Charleston,  sent  his 
Aide-de-Camp,  Major  Edmund  Hyrne,  to  the  city,  with  the 
hope  of  accomplishing  an  ecpiitable  exchange.  A  man  better 
qualifled  for  so  important  a  commission,  could  not  have  been 
selected.  He  was  liberal  in  all  his  ideas ;  and  where  reason 
would  justify  concession,  willing  to  yield  and  conciliate ;  but 
against  the  encroachments  of  arrogance  and  injustice,  flrni  as 
adamant. 

The  British  connnanders,  well  apprized  of  the  talents  and 
influence  of  many  of  the  individuals  within  their  power, 
showed  little  disposition  to  accede  to  the  terms  proposed  by 
the  American  negotiator ;  and  on  their  part  offered  such,  as  it 
was  altogether  impossible  for  him  to  accept.  Under  these 
circumstances,  Major  Hyrne,  who  was  in  the  constant  habit  of 
visiting  the  Prison-Ships,  informed  the  unfortunates  in  cap- 
tivity, "  that  his  efforts  to  relieve  them,  would,  according  ta 
appearances,  prove  altogether  abortive  ;  and  that  they  must 
endeavour  to  support  with  patience  and  fortitude,  the  evils 
they  were  destined  to  endure."  "  But  one  hope  remains,"  he 
added,  "  of  bringing  the  business  to  a  happy  conclusion  ;  and 
the  test  shall  be  made  witliout  delay." 

Returning  to  his  quarters,  a  note  was  sent  to  every  British 
otticer  enjoying  the  beneflt  of  a  parole,  (of  whom  there  were, 
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at  that  time,  a  very  considerable  nnmber  witliiii  the  garrison) 
desiring  that  preparation  should  be  made  to  accompany  him, 
at  an  early  day,  to  the  country,  as  every  effort  to  accomplish 
an  exchange  had  proved  frnitless ;  and  it  could  not  be  ex- 
pected, that  liberty  should  be  longer  granted  to  tJism.,  while 
men  of  the  iirst  character  and  highest  respectability  in  the 
State,  were  subjected  to  all  the  miseries  and  inconveniences  of 
the  most  rigorous  confinement. 

The  effect  of  this  notice  was  instantaneously  perceptible. 
The  doors  of  the  Commandant  were  besieged  by  petitioners, 
(many  of  high  rank  and  powerful  connexions)  soliciting  him  to 
relinquish  his  opinions;  and  by  relaxing,  in  due  season,  his 
severity,  save  them  from  the  horrors  and  destruction  which 
tliey  deemed  inevitable,  should  they  be  compelled,  in  the 
month  of  June,  to  remove  into  the  sickly  interior  country. 
Their  clamours  and  reiterated  remonstrances  could  not  be  re- 
sisted—the dictates  of  policy  yielded  before  them.  The  terms 
of  exchange  were  speedily  adjusted,  and  the  gratified  prisoners 
restored  to  liberty  and  their  countrv. 
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LIEUTENANT  SAMUEL  SELDON, 

OF    YIEGINIA. 

This  gallant  officer  commanded  one  of  the  advanced  parties, 
when  General  Greene,  after  having  invested  the  post  at 
Ninety-Six  for  several  weeks,  determined  to  attempt  its  re- 
dnction  by  assanlt.  At  the  signal  appointed  to  attack,  Seldon 
entered  the  ditch  of  the  principal  work  ;  and  while  his  right 
arm  was  raised  with  the  intention  of  drawing  down  a  sand- 
bag from  tlie  to]")  of  the  parapet,  a  ball  entered  his  wrist,  shat- 
tering the  l)one  of  tlie  limb  nearly  to  the  shoulder.  For  so 
severe  a  wonnd,  the  only  remedy  was  amputation.  It  is  well 
knowm,  that  on  such  occasions,  the  operating  Surgeon  requires 
the  assistance  of  several  persons  to  hold  the  patient's  limb,  and 
to  support  him.  To  this  regulation  Seldon  would  not  submit. 
It  was  liis  riglit  arm  he  was  about  to  lose.  He  sustained  it 
with  his  left  during  the  operation,  his  eyes  fixed  steadily  on  it; 
nor  uttered  a  word,  till  the  saw  reached  the  marrow,  when  in 
a  composed  tone  and  manner,  he  said,  "  I  pray  you,  Doctor, 
1)0  quick.""  •  Wlien  the  business  was  completed,  he  feelingly 
oxclaiiTU'.d,  "1  am  sorry  that  it  is  my  right  arm;  if  it  had 
Ix^en  my  left,  the  occasion  would  have  (;aused  me  to  glory  in 
the  loss.""  He  recovered  and  lived  many  years  afterwards,  the 
object  of  affection  and  esteem  to  all  who  know  him. 
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INSTANCE  OF     TARLETON^S  SEYERITY. 

The  advancement  of  a  powerful  and  victorious  army  inti) 
the  interior  country,  immediately  subsequent  to  the  fall  of 
Charleston,  caused  many  of  the  inhabitants,  rather  than 
witness  the  desolation  of  their  property,  to  take  protections. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  Rocky  Mount  a  young  man  named 
Stroud  did  so,  but  speedily  repenting  the  dereliction  of  his 
duty  to  his  country,  resumed  his  arms  in  her  defence.  In  a 
rencounter  with  Tarleton,  which  happened  immediately  after^ 
he  was  taken  and  instantaneously,  without  form  or  trial,  hung 
up,  in  terrorem^  on  the  public  road,  with  a  label  attached  to 
liis  back,  proclaiming, — "  Such  shall  be  the  fate  of  the  man 
who  presumes  to  cut  him  down.''  The  body  was  thus  exposed 
for  upwards  of  three  weeks,  when  an  affectionate  sister  ventured 
out,  performed  the  pious  act,  and  gave  the  body  interment. 


ADDITIONAL  INSTANCES  OF    SEVERITY. 

From  the  same  neighbourhood  of  Rocky  Mount,  an  almost 
beardless  youth,  of  the  name  of  Wade,  was  seduced  to  enrol 
himself  in  the  ranks  of  Tarleton's  Legion.  Repentance 
quickly  followed  his  departure  from  duty,  and  he  deserted  with 
the  hope  of  rejoining  his  family  and  friends.  Fate  forbade  it. 
He  was  taken,  tried,  and  sentenced  to  receive  a  thousand 
lashes.  I  need  scarcely  relate  the  sequel !  He  expired  under 
the  infliction  of  the  punishment ! 
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The  Anecdote  wliieli  follows,  was  presented  by  a  gentleman, 
intimately  acquainted  with  Colonel  Forrest,  and  as  related  by 
him^  giving  a  true  picture  of  the  times,  a]>pears  worthy  to  be 
recorded.  "  At  the  period  of  the  war,  when  our  Treasury 
was  most  exhausted,  the  men  of  my  regiment  became  so  re- 
fractory from  the  want  of  pay,  that  I  was  compelled  to  resort 
to  every  shift  and  stratagem  to  keep  them  in  necessary  subordi- 
nation. Necessity'  at  last  obliged  me  to  enter  into  a  com- 
promise with  them.  I  pledged  myself,  that  if  they  would 
only  promise  to  conduct  themselves  with  propriety,  and  pre- 
serve the  discipline  essential  to  the  well  being  of  tlie  army, 
during  my  absence,  that  I  would  personally  apply  to  the  Treas- 
ury, forcibly  represent  their  grievances,  and  exert  every  energy 
to  obtain  the  justice  they  required.  My  proposal  was  acceded 
to,  and  I  quitted  the  regiment.  Having,  at  the  period,  many 
friends  in  the  Paymaster's  Department,  my  representations 
were  attended  to,  and  through  their  kind  attention  I  obtained 
a  month's  pay,  according  to  the  tenor  of  my  request.  Arriving 
in  camp,  I  ordered  my  Kegiment  to  be  paraded,  and  candidly 
submitted  to  them  the  result  of  my  negotiation.  The  entire 
corps  expressed  content  and  satisfaction,  save  only  one  indi- 
vidual, a  son  of  Erin,  who  appeared  to  exhibit  decided  marks 
of  extreme  discontent.  Dissatisfied  with  his  conduct,  and 
more  highly  irritated  by  his  surly  looks,  I  approached,  and 
upbraiding  him  for  his  unreasonable  behaviour,  asked  his 
motive  for  showing  such  signs  of  discontent,  while  the  rest  of 
the  Regiment,  his  companions  in  arms,  appeared  cheerful  and 
well  ])leased  on  the  occasion.  ITe  sarcastically  replied, — 
"Upon  my  salvation,  my  Colonel,  and  the  honour  of  a  true 
soldier,  which  1  will  be  l)ound  to  say  you  have  ever  found  me 
to  be,  T  had  not  the  least  idea  of  being  dissatisfied  with  your 
lici])])]/  negotiation;  God  bless  you,  my  jewel,  for  I  am  sure 
vol!  have  done  as  much  for  us,  and  iDore  than  any  other, 
besides  yourself,  could  have  df>ne  any  how  ;  Init  I  believe  T 
was  only  sorry  a  little,  when  I  looked  so  highly  ])rovoked,  that 
\()iir  lionoui'  liad  not  brought  me  an  old  rozor  instead  of  nn/ 
inontliftjHii/^  tliat  I  might  scrape  my  beard  with,  just  to  a])]»eai' 
a  little  thfcent  on  parade.'" 
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How  little  the  unfortniiates,  who  had  accepted  British  pro- 
tections, were  to  be  depended  upon,  with  what  apathy  they 
offered  up  their  petitions  to  lieaven  for  the  prosperity  of  their 
Sovereign,  and  success  of  his  arms,  may  be  judged  of  from  an 
incident  that  occnrred  in  the  Parish  Church  of  St.  James,' 
Goose  Creek.  The  Jlev.  Mr.  Ellington,  in  the  course  of  ser- 
vice, praying,  "  That  it  may  please  thee  to  bless  and  preserve 
his  most  gracious  Majesty,  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George," 
a  dead  silence  ensued,  and  instead  of  the  usual  response,  "  We 
beseech  thee  to  hear  us,  good  Lord,"  a  murmuring  voice  pro- 
nounced, "  Good  Lord,  deliver  us." 


While  the  Administration  of  Great  Britain  were  carrying 
on  the  war  with  ruthless  severity,  it  appears  to  have  been  a 
constant  object  with  them,  to  cherish  the  acknowledged  preju- 
dices of  the  Sovereign  against  his  American  subjects.  That 
their  effort  was  crowned  with  success,  cannot  be  doubted,  for 
such  was  the  abhorrence  of  the  King  to  every  invention 
deemed  American,  that  he  ordered  the  sharp  conductors 
recommended  by  Dr.  Franklin,  to  be  removed  from  Bucking- 
ham House,  and  blunt  ones  to  be  substituted  in  their  place. 
On  this  occasion  the  following  pointed  Epigram  appeared  in 
one  of  the  morning  prints. 

"While  you,  great  CtEORGE,  for  knowledge  hunt, 
And   sharp  conductors  change  for  blunt, 
The  nation's  out  of  joint ; 
Franklin  a  wiser  scheme  pursues, 
And  all  your  thunder  heedless  views. 
By  sticking  to  the  point," 

But  in  genuine  point,  and  happy  allusion  to  the  propensities 
of  the  monarch,  no  lines  were  offered  to  the  public  more 
severe  than  those  which  follow  : 

"  In  eastern  kingdoms,  of  the  weakest  man. 
With  idiot  Councils,  rules  the  grave  Divan. 
Nor  there  alone  of  late  such  wonders  rest. 
But  reach  the  confines  of  the  enlightened  west ; 
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Where  some  dull  leader,  fixed,  by  partial  late. 
Now  turns  a  button — now  overturns  a  State. 
Now  for  his  boys  a  whistle  carves  in  wood. 
Or  signs  a  warrant  for  a  nation's  blood. 
The  place  of  Kings,  thus  toymens'  pupils  take. 
And  wield  the  sceptre  they  were  born  to  make. 
Turn,  cruel  Pinchbeck,*  lengthen  yet  thy  score. 
And  turn  thy  Monarch  at  one  corkscrew  more  ; 
Lest  England's  sons,  a  game  like  thine  should  play, 
Nor  keep  the  workmen  thou  hast  turned  away." 

Even  within  the  British  garrisons,  in  the  ]jresence  of  tlie 
Commander-in-Chief,  jests  were  indulged  in,  such  as  plainly 
evinced  how  faint  the  hope  of  a  successful  issne  of  the  war. 

During  an  interval  of  dancing,  at  a  splendid  ball  given  by 
the  officers  of  the  army,  to  the  ladies  of  New  York.  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  previously  engaged  in  conversation  with  Miss 
Franks,  called  out  to  the  musicians,  "  Give  us,  Britons  strike 
home.''  "  The  Commander-in-Chief  has  made  a  mistake,"  ex- 
claimed the  lady  ;  "  he  meant  to  say,  Britons — go  liomeP 

*Pinchbeck  was  a  toyman,  and  manufacturer  of  every  species  of  knick  knack. 
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MISS  FEANKS. 

This  intelligent  and  liiglilj  aeconiplislied  lady,  in  throwing 
the  pointed  shafts  of  her  wit,  spared  neither  friend  or  foe. 
Having  mentioned  the  "  palpal)le  hit,"  given  to  Sir  Henrv 
Clinton,  it  i^  btit  fair  to  show,  how  keen  her  irony  when  aimed 
against  the  foes  of  Britain.  At  the  Mischianza,  given  at 
Philadelphia  bj  the  officers  of  the  British  army  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  previously  to  his  relincpiishment  of  command.  Miss 
Franks  appeared  as  one  of  the  Princesses,  in  supporting  whose 
claims  to  superior  beauty  and  accomplishment,  the  assembled 
Knights  were  to  contend  at  a  Tournament  exhibited.  The 
evacuation  of  the  city  immediately  following,  Miss  Franks 
remained  behind.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jack  Steward  of 
Maryland,  whose  previous  intimacy  with  hei-,  could  alone 
justify  the  familiarity  of  his  conduct,  dressed  out  in  a  hand- 
some suit  of  scarlet,  taking  an  early  occasion  to  pay  his  com- 
pliments, said  to  her  in  the  true  spirit  of  gallantry,  ''  I  ha\  e 
adopted  your  colours,  my  Princess,  the  better  to  secure  a 
courteous  reception — deign  to  smile  on  a  true  Knight.''  To 
this  speech  Miss  Franks  made  no  reply;  but  turning  to  the 
company  M'ho  surrounded  her,  exelaimed — "  IKav  the  Ass 
glories  in  the  Lion's  skin." 

Nor  was  this  the  only  rub  experienced  by  tiie  Lieutenant 
Colonel.  While  the  conij^any  were  enjoying  tiiemselves  in 
lively  conversatit)!!,  their  mirth  was  interrupted  by  loud 
clamours  from  the  street,  which  occasioned  them  to  hasten  to 
the  windows,  the  better  to  ascertain  the  cause.  High  head- 
dresses were  then  the  reio-nino-  fashion  amonij;  the  British 
belles.  A  female  appeared  on  the  street,  surrounded  by  a 
crowd  of  idlers,  ragged  in  her  apparel,  and  bare-loot,  but 
52 
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adorned  with  a  towring  head-dress  in  the  extreme  of  the 
mode.  Miss  Franks  readily  perceived  the  intent  of  this  tu- 
multous visit ;  and  on  the  Lieutenant  Colonel's  observing,  that 
the  lady  was  equipped  altogether  in  the  Englisli  fashion,  re- 
plied, "  Not  altogether,  Colonel ;  for  though  the  style  of  her 
head  is  British,  her  shoes  and  stockings  are  in  the  genuine 
Continental  fasMonP 

There  were  very  few  men  qualified  to  enter  the  lists  with 
this  intelligent  lady — for  her  information  was  extensive,  atid 
she  had  wit  at  will.  She  did,  however,  on  one  occasion,  meet 
a  superior,  and  appeared  bereft  of  her  brilliancy  of  talent,  by 
receiving  with  anger,  what  was  only  intended  as  a  sally  to 
excite  merriment.  I  allude  to  her  correspondence  w^ith  Gene- 
ral Charles  Lee,  whose  letter  is  but  little  known,  and  certainly 
possesses  a  stamp  of  humour  that  renders  it  worthy  to  be 
preserved. 

GENERAL  LEe's  LETTER  TO  MISS  FRANKS. 

"  Madam, 

"  When  an  ofticer  of  the  respectable  rank  1  bear,  is  gi-ossly 
traduced  and  calumniated,  it  is  incumbent  on  him  to  clear  up  the 
affair  to  the  world,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  The  spirit  of 
defamation  and  calumny  (I  am  sorry  to  say  it)  is  gi-own  to  a  pro- 
digious and  intolerable  height  on  this  Continent.  If  you  had  accused 
me  of  a  design  to  procrastinate  the  war,  or  of  holding  treasonable 
correspondence  with  the  enemy,  I  could  have  borne  it :  this  I  am 
used  to  ;  and  this  happened  to  the  great  Fabius  Maximus.  If  you 
had  accused  me  of  getting  drunk,  as  often  as  I  could  get  liquor,  as 
two  Alexanders  the  Great  have  been  charged  with  the  vice,  I  should 
perhaps  have  sat  patient  under  the  imputation  ;  or  even  if  you  had 
given  the  plainest  hints,  that  I  had  stolen  the  soldiers  shirts,  this  1 
could  have  put  up  with,  as  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborougu  would 
have  been  an  example  :  or  if  you  had  contented  yourself  with  assert- 
ing that  I  was  so  abominable  a  sloven,  as  never  to  part  with  my 
shirt,  until  my  shirt  parted  with  me,  the  anecdotes  of  my  illustrious 
namesake  of  Sweden*  would  have  administered  some  comfort  to  me. 

♦Charles  12th. 
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But  the  calumny  you  have,  in  the  fei'tility  of  your  malicious  wit, 
chosen  to  invent,  is  of  so  new,  so  unprecedented,  and  so  hellish  a 
kind,  as  would  make  Job  himself  swear  like  a  Virginia  Colonel. 

"Is  it  possible  that  the  celebrated  Miss  Franks,*  a  lady  who  has 
had  every  human  and  Divine  advantage,  who  has  read,  (or  at  least 
might  have  read)  in  the  originals,  the  New  and  Old  Testaments, 
(though  I  am  afraid  she  too  seldom  looks  even  into  the  translations) 
1  say  is  it  possible  that  Miss  Franks,  with  every  human  and  Divine 
advantage,  who  might,  and  ought  to  have  read  these  two  good  books, 
which  (an  old  Welch  nurse,  whose  uncle  was  reckoned  the  best 
preacher  in  Merionethshire,  assured  me)  enjoin  charity,  and  denounce 
vengeance  against  slander  and  evil  speaking ;  is  it  possible,  I  again 
repeat  it,  that  Miss  Franks  should,  in  the  face  of  day,  carry  her  ma- 
lignity so  far,  in  the  presence  of  three  most  respectable  j^ersonages ; 
(one  of  the  oldest  religion  in  the  world,  one  of  the  newest,  for  he  is  a 
New-Light  man,  and  the  other,  most  probably,  of  no  religion  at  all, 
as  he  is  an  English  sailor)  but  I  deniand  it  again  and  again,  is  it  pos- 
sible that  Miss  Franks  should  assert  it,  in  the  presence  of  these  re- 
spectable personages,  'that  I  wore  green  breeches  patched  with 
leather  V  To  convict  you,  therefore,  of  the  falsehood  of  this  most 
diabolical  slander,  to  put  you  to  eternal  silence,  (if  you  are  not  past 
all  grace)  and  to  cover  you  with  a  much  larger  patch  of  infamy  than 
you  have  wantonly  endeavoured  to  fix  on  my  breeches,  I  have  thought 
proper,  by  the  advice  of  three  very  gi'ave  friends,  (lawyers  and 
members  of  Congress,  of  course  excellent  judges  of  delicate  points  of 
honour)  to  send  you  the  said  breeches,  and  with  the  consciousness  of 
truth  on  my  side,  to  submit  them  to  the  most  severe  inspection  and 
scrutiny  of  you,  and  all  those  who  may  have  entered  into  this  wicked 
cabal,  against  my  honour  and  reputation.  I  say  I  dare  you,  and  your 
whole  junto,  to  your  worst;  turn  them,  examine  them  inside  and 
outside,  and  if  you  find  them  to  be  green  breeches  patched  with 
leather,  and  not  actually  legitimate  Sherry  Vallies,f  such  as  his 
Majesty  of  Poland  wears,  (who,  let  me  tell  you,  is  a  man  who  has 
made   moi'e  fashions  than  all   your  Knights   of  the    MischianzaJ  put 

*The  young  lady  was  a  Jewess. 

+  A  kind  of  long  breeches,  reaching  to  the  ancle,  with  a  broad  stripe  of  leather  on  the 
inside  of  the  thigh,  for  the  conveniency  of  riding. 

:{:  An  entertainment  given  to  General  Howe,  jnst  before  his  departure  for  Europe,  at 
which  were  introduced  tilts  and  tournaments  in  honour  of  the  ladies,  of  whom  Miss 
Franks  was  one. 
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together,  notwithstanding  their  beauties)  I  repeat  it,  (though  I  am 
almost  out  of  breath  with  repetitions  and  parenthesis)  that  if  those 
are  proved  to  be  patched  green  breeches,  and  not  legitimate  Sherry 
Vallies,  (which  a  man  of  the  first  bon  ton  might  be  proud  of)  I  will 
submit  in  silence  to  all  the  scurrility  which  I  have  no  doubt  you  and 
your  abettors  are  prepared  to  pour  out  against  me,  in  the  public 
papers,  on  this  important  and  interesting  occasion.  But  Madam  ! 
Madam  !  repiitation,  (as  '  Common  Sense'  very  sensibly,  though  not 
very  uncommonly,  observes)  is  a  very  serious  thing.  You  have 
already  injured  me  in  the  tenderest  part,  and  I  demand  satisfaction; 
and  as  you  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  duelling,  having  con- 
versed with  so  many  Irish  officers,  whose  favourite  topic  it  is,  par- 
ticularly in  the  company  of  ladies,  I  insist  on  the  privilege  of  the 
injured  party,  which  is  to  name  his  hour  and  weapons ;  and,  as  I  in- 
tend it  to  be  a  very  serious  affair,  will  not  admit  of  any  seconds  ;  as 
you  may  depend  upon  it  Miss  Fkanks,  that  whatever  may  be  your 
spirit  on  the  occasion,  the  world  shall  never  accuse  General  liCe  of 
having   turned  his  back  upon   you.     In  the  mean  time,  1  am  yours, 

C.  L. 

"  P.  S.  I  have  communicated  the  affiiir  only  to  my  confidential 
friend,  who  has  mentioned  it  to  no  more  than  seven  members  of 
Congress,  and  nineteen  women,  six  of  whom  were  old  maids,  so  that 
there  is  no  danger  of  its  taking  wind  on  my  side,  and  I  hope  you 
will  be  equally  guarded  on  your  part." 


About  the  period  of  the  final  departure  of  tlie  British  from 
New  York,  an  excellent  repartee  made  by  Major  Upham,  Aid- 
de-Camp  to  Lord  Dorchester,  to  Miss  Susan  Livingston,  has 
been  much  celebrated.  "  In  nierc}^,  Major,"  said  Miss  Livings- 
ton, "use  your  influence  with  the  Commander-in-(Jhief,  to 
accelerate  tlic  evacuation  of  the  city  ;  for  among  your  incarce- 
rated belles,  your  Mischianza  Princesses,  i\\Q  scarlet  fever  must 
continue  to  rage  till  your  dei)arture.'"  "  I  should  studiously 
second  your  wishes,""  re] died  the  Major,  "were  I  not  appre- 
liensive  that  freed  from  the  prevailing  malady,  a  worse  would 
follow,  and  that  they  would  be  immediately  tormented  with 
[lie  Bhie  7hvi/-s.'' 
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SIR  GUY  CAELTON. 

While  the  gallant  defence  of  Qnebec  by  General  Carlton, 
evinced  the  excellence  of  his  military  talents,  and  his  liberal 
treatment  of  the  vanqnished  did  liononr  to  his  humanity, 
particular  credit  is  due  to  him,  for  his  skilful  management  even 
of  the  prejudices  of  the  troops  under  his  command.  Appre- 
hending, during  the  protracted  seige,  that  the  return  of  St. 
Patrick's  Day  would  occasion  the  soldiers  of  the  o-arrison 
chietly  Irishmen,  to  indulge  too  freely  in  generous  libations  to 
the  memory  of  the  Patron  Saint  of  Erin  ;  and  that  his  vigilant 
adversary  would  protit  bv  their  intemperance  to  attack  the 
town  ;  in  orders,  issued  on  the  lOtli  of  March,  he  invited  "All 
true  Irishmen  to  meet  him  on  the  following  day,  at  12  o'clock, 
on  parade,  to  drink  the  healtli  of  the  King,  St.  Patrick's  Day 
being, /l^)r  thai  year  only,  put  off  till  the  4th  of  June."  An 
Irishman  himself,  and  highly  honoured  by  all  who  served 
under  him,  his  proposition  was  applauded,  and  perfect  sobriety 
reigned  ;  where  according  to  all  former  experience,  riot  and 
disorder  were  alone  to  be  looked  for. 
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CAPTAIN  MILLIGAN. 

The  esjjrit  du  eorps^  which  so  decidedly  marks  tlie  attach- 
iiient  of  militan'  men  to  their  companions  in  arms,  was  never 
more  strikingly  exhibited  than  on  the  occasion  of  Avhich  I  am 
now  to  speak. 

On  the  4-th  of  Jnly,  1798,  while  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati 
were  celebrating;  the  Anniversary  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States,  a  letter  was  delivered  to  Major  Lininii:,  the 
Treasnrer,  a  part  of  whose  dnty  it  was,  to  levy  fines  on  ab- 
sentees, and  other  defanlters,  from  Captain  Milligan,  a  Member 
of  the  Association.     It  was  written  in  these  words  : 

"  My  Dear  Major, 

"The  Society,  at  its  first  formation,  very  properly  imposed  a  fine 
upon  every  Member,  who  being  within  reach  of  the  city,  neglected  to 
attend  the  celebration  of  the  Birth-Day  of  our  Liberties.  A  fine  too, 
to  an  equal  amount,  was  imposed  on  every  one,  who  on  the  decease 
of  a  Brother  Soldier,  neglected  to  pay  due  honor  to  his  memory,  by 
absenting  himselt  from  his  funeral.  I  have  a  little  to  say  on  both 
subjects.  On  the  verge  of  the  grave,  with  scarcely  strength  to  hold 
my  pen,  sutfering  under  the  aflliction  of  extreme  penury,  I  think  it  no 
degradation  to  state,  that  the  Guinea  which  I  forfeit  this  day,  by  non- 
attendance,  while  it  can  add  but  a  trifle  to  your  funds,  will  be 
essentially  useful  to  my  afllicted  family.  Let  me  hope,  then,  from 
the  generous  sympathy  of  your  hearts,  that  the  fine  be,  on  this  oc- 
casion, remitted. 

"  And  now,  that  my  friends  are  collected  to  celebrate  the  event,  the 
most  propituous  to  the  happiness  of  man  that  the  world  ever  wit- 
nessed, permit  me,  while  I  offer  my  congratulations,  wishing  them 
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much  present  enjoyment,  and  future  felicity,  to  request,  that  as  many 
of  them  as  can  make  it  convenient,  will  do  me  the  honour  to  attend 
my  funeral,  which,  from  certain  feelings  not  at  all  calculated  to  de- 
ceive, must  necessarily  happen  within  a  few  days.  Attention  to  this, 
my  earnest  solicitation,  will  not  fail  to  sooth  the  last  moments  ot 
your  brother,  and  affectionate  well-wisher. 

"T.  MILLIGAN." 

Within  a  week  Captain  Milligan  expired,  justly  and  sin- 
cerely lamented.  The  Society  to  a  man,  attended  his  funeral 
— they  did  more,  they  adopted  and  educated  his  orplian 
daugliter,  who  married  well,  and  is  now  happily  settled  in 
Ireland. 
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ROMANTIC  ENTERPPvISE. 

The  Anecdote  wliicli  follows  is  given  on  the  authority  ot 
Mr.  Samuel  Brailsford,  formerly  of  Bristol,  in  Great  Britain. 
He  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  and  enthusiastically  at- 
tached to  the  American  cause,  which  gained  him  the  alfection 
and  confidence  of  all  his  youthful  countrymen,  who,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  were  pursuing 
their  studies  in  Europe,  Inspired  with  the  most  exalted  ad- 
miration of  Sc(evola,  and  the  Roman  youths,  who  aimed  by 
the  devotion  of  their  lives,  to  give  liberty  to  Rome,  by  cutting 
off  Porsenna,  its  most  formidable  enemy ;  an  inteprid  en- 
thusiast, in  the  year  1775  proposed,  in  an  assembly  of  twenty 
of  his  countrymen,  who  had  met  in  London,  that  each  of  them, 
in  the  disguise  of  a  sailor,  should  enter  on  board  of  as  many 
British  men  of  war,  and  pledge  himself,  by  a  solemn  oath, 
within  a  limited  time,  to  blow  up  the  vessel  in  which  he 
embarked.  So  desperate  a  scheme  could  only  have  originated 
in  a  mind  deeply  wounded  by  the  injuries  inflicted  upon  his 
country ;  and  my  knowledge  of  the  noble  and  generous  feeling 
of  the  mover,  makes  me  bold  to  say,  that  in  a  moment  of  sober 
reflection,  he  would  have  been  the  last  to  encourage  it.  Tlie 
reconnnendation,  however,  was  not  received,  at  the  moment, 
as  he  wished  it  to  be.  Some  five  or  six  of  the  company  ap- 
proved it,  ;uid  declared  themselves  ready  to  second  liis  wishes, 
and  give  the  pledge  required  ;  but  by  the  nuijority,  open 
generous  hostility  was  preferred,  and  the  project  was  aban- 
doned. 
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M'GILL  AND  VAN  SKIVER. 

1  WOULD  not,  when  speaking  of  tlie  good  conduct  and  meri- 
torious services  of  several  of  the  Legionary  soldiers,  in  a  former 
part  of  these  Anecdotes,  have  introduced  the  names  of  the  men 
I  am  now  to  mention,  on  any  consideration.  Tliej  belonged, 
it  is  true,  to  the  corps,  l)ut  their  crimes  far  more  than  their 
talents  or  their  vh'tues  attracted  attention  ;  and  they  are  now 
noticed  merely  to  show,  when  once  the  path  of  honor  is  for- 
saken, to  how  great  a  degree  human  depravity  can  be  ex. 
tended.  It  must,  however,  be  acknowledged  that  they  were 
not  equally  atrocious  in  villainy  ;  the  errors  of  M'Gill  were 
the  result  of  intemperance  ;  Van  Skiver's  proceeded  from  con- 
summate and  boundless  depravity. 

In  giving  an  account  of  the  ardour  with  which  Lieutenant 
Colonel  John  Laurens  sought,  on  all  occasions,  to  encounter 
the  enemy,  I  mentioned  that  a  British  soldier,  who  had  been 
whipped  and  drummed  out  of  the  6-ltli  Regiment  for  intem- 
perance, had,  by  carelessly  throM^ng  his  coat  on  a  bush,  en- 
dangered the  life  not  only  of  that  gallant  officer,  but  of  many 
of  the  most  intrepid  soldiers  of  the  Legion,  who  swam  the 
Ashley  River,  in  the  expectation  of  immediately  engaging  an 
ambuscaded  force,  whose  position  accident  alone  had  be- 
trayed. 

Some  months  after  this.  Sergeant  Du  Coin,  of  Rudolph's 
company,  who  had  contrived  to  gain  the  affections  of  a  widow" 
possessing  considerable  property,  solicited  his  discharge,  and 
was  promised  it,  on  condition  of  bringing  four  substitutes  to 
supply  his  place  in  the  Regiment.     Captain  Rudolph  retiring, 
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at  the  iiKjiueiit,  to  sick  quarters,  left  it  to  my  charge  to  examine 
the  men  who  should  be  otfered  by  Du  Coin,  and,  if  approved, 
to  bring  the  l)usiness  to  a  close,  cautioning  me  at  the  same 
time,  to  remember  the  strict  injunctions  c>f  Lee,  never  to  enlist 
a  British  soldier,  a  foreigner,  or  a  drunkard.  The  substitutes 
were  bruiiglit  forward.  Three  tine  looking  youths,  recently 
discharged  from  the  North-Carolina  Line,  the  time  of  their 
service  having  ex])ired,  were  examined,  approved,  and  en- 
listed. A  remarkably  handsome  man,  of  tine  martial  appear- 
ance, well  dressed,  and  of  a  prepossessing  countenance,  now 
advanced,  declaring  himself  a  Pennsylvanian,  of  Irish  parent- 
age, who,  ambitious  to  distinguish  himself,  had  taken  a  long 
journey  purposely  to  see  service.  He  looked  and  acted  his 
part  so  admirably,  that  I  was  completely  thrown  otf  my  guard, 
and  enlisted  him  also,  but  had  speedily  the  mortitication  to 
tind,  that  I  had  so  far  departed  from  my  instructions,  as  to 
have  admitted  into  the  corps  a  British  soldier,  a  foreigner,  and 
an  habitual  drunkard'.  His  propensity  to  liquor  was  in  a  few 
da\s  discovered,  and  on  my  reprimanding  him  for  it,  he,  with 
undaunted  insolence,  exclaimed,  "  You,  Sir,  are  the  last  man 
who  should  tind  fault ;  for,  at  our  tirst  meeting,  you  may  re- 
mendjer,  that  I  frankly  told  you  that  I  had  been  expelled  wnth 
disgrace  from  the  6-itli  British  Regiment,  because  the  drum- 
mer's lash  had  lost  all  its  terrors  for  me,  when  I  could  lay  my 
hands  on  liquor.  You  saw  that  my  tlayed  back  would  not 
admit  the  use  of  my  coat,  so  that  the  error  of  my  enlistment 
is  altogether  your  own."  I  would  not  have  wasted  time  on  a 
subject  so  little  important,  were  it  not  to  show,  that  even  in 
minds  the  'most  debased,  instances  may  occur  of  generous 
feeling,  that  are  creditable  to  human  nature.  M^Gill^  by  as- 
sociating with  men  of  regular  habits,  became  daily  more 
humanized,  and  was  on  the  whole  a  good,  though,  occasionally, 
an  irregular  soldier. 

Captain  James  Grahame,  of  the  British  64th  Regiment, 
married  and  settled  in  South-Carolina.  It  was  some  time  after 
the  peace,  that  riding  out  unarmed,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
his  plantation,  he  was  accosted  by  a  man  in  militai-y  dress, 
with  a  naked  bayonet  in  his  hand,  who  stepping  up  in  front  of 
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his  horse,  and  seizing  the  bridle,  said,  "  I  suppose,  Captain 
Grahame,  yon  have  no  inclination  to  recognize  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, particularly  one  so  much  the  victim  of  your  sever- 
ity as  I  have  been."  "  On  the  contrary,  M'Gill,"  replied  the 
Captain,  "  1  feel  no  inclination  to  deny  my  knowledge  of  ,you, 
— I  remember  you  perfectly ;  and  although  1  cannot  misunder- 
stand your  present  intention,  and  am  probably  destined  to  fall 
by  your  hand,  do  not  hesitate  to  tell  you,  what,  as  a  soldier 
well  acquainted  with  his  duty,  you  know  to  be  strictly  correct, 
that  iinding  you  drunk  on  your  post,  I  brought  you,  and  very 
properly,  to  punishment.  The  love  of  life  can  nudce  no  change 
in  my  sentiments.  Were  it  to  do  over  again,  I  would  act  as  I 
hav^e  done."  "And  you  would  do  right,"  said  MTIill,  slieath- 
ing  his  bayonet.  "  Captain  Grahame,  my  resentments  cease  :  I 
thought  I  never  could  have  pardoned  yon  ;  l)ut  I  now  consider 
my  enmity  altogether  unjust,  my  punishment  and  disgrace 
richly  merited.  Pass  on  ;  you  need  never  more  fear  injury 
from  me."     Saying  this  he  bowed  and  retired. 

Such  a  display  of  generous  feeling  encourages  the  hope  of  a 
return  to  \irtue.  But,  I  am  now  to  speak  of  a  character  so 
completely  abandoned,  that  from  the  free  and  constant  in- 
dulgence of  vice,  clothed  in  its  darkest  attributes,  it  appeared 
alone  susceptible  of  receiving  delight  and  gratification. 

Yan  Skiver  w^as  a  native  of  New- York,  and  private  soldier 
in  the  corps  raised  by  Colonel  Buskirk,  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain.  A  Loyalist  from  convenience,  it  is  probable  that 
some  flagrant  irregularity  had  subjected  him  to  the  anger  of 
his  superiors ;  and  that  to  avoid  merited  punishment,  he  had 
sought  security  by  desertion.  Arrived  at  the  American  camp, 
he  showed  so  much  of  inveterate  and  deadly  animosity  against 
the  friends  whom  lie  had  abandoned,  and  spoke  with  such  con- 
iidence  of  the  practibility  of  injuring  them  by  an  attack  upon 
their  out-posts,  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee  was  induced  to 
listen  to  his  plans  with  complacency,  and  ultimately  to  accede 
to  his  proposal,  to  attempt  the  carrying  of  the  post  at  Paulus' 
Hook,  by  surprise.  Entire  coniidence,  liowever,  was  not 
placed  in  him.  Armed  with  an  axe,  lie  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  advancing  column,  a  file  of  men  with  fixed  bavonets. 
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followiini;  immediately  in  his  rear,  ready  to  terminate  Ins,  ex- 
istence, if  he  either  faltered,  or  showed  the  sli2:htest  symptom 
of  treachery.  With  steady  step,  and  nndaunted  resolntion,  he 
advanced  and  actually  cut  down  two  l^arriers  in  succession, 
giving  free  admission  to  our  troops  into  the  body  of  the  place ; 
a  third,  however,  was  still  to  be  gained,  which  was  defended 
with  great  resolution,  and  so  heavy  a  fire  kept  np  npon  the  as- 
sailants, that  after  many  fruitless  attempts  to  dislodge  the 
enemy,  they  were  compelled  to  retire.  It  might  be  imagined, 
that  such  a  display  of  hostility  against  the  British,  might  have 
caused  Van  Skiver  to  be  ranked  amongst  the  most  determined 
of  their  enemies;  but,  even  at  the  moment,  his  appearance  of 
zeal  was  merely  intended  as  a  lure,  to  gain  respect  and  con- 
lidence,  for  he  had  scarcely  returned  to  camp,  when  it  was  dis- 
covered, that  he  was  in  treaty,  and  actually  far  advanced  in  a 
plan,  to  deliver  Lee  and  his  Legion  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Severe  was  the  penalty  which  he  paid.  Sentenced 
to  receive  five  hundred  lashes,  he  had  the  greater  part  of  them 
inflicted,  arid  was  drummed  out  of  the  army.  When  again 
expressing  decided  attachment  to  the  Royal  Standard,  he  re- 
turned to  New-Y(U-k,  and  was  heard  of  no  more. 
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CAPTAIN  LAND. 

In  the  year  1781,  while  Lord  Hawdon  was  in  command  at 
Camden,  and  Sumter  lay  on  the  borders  of  North-Carolina, 
the  male  inhabitants  of  the  intervening  settlements,  who  were 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  resorted  to  one  or  the  other,  accord- 
ing to  the  political  principles  which  they  clierished.  The 
Whigs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rocky  Creek,  forty  miles 
above  Camden,  having  previously  to  their  joining  Sumter, 
chosen  John  Land,  a  respectable  resident,  as  their  Captain, 
adopted  a  practice  of  occasionally  visiting  the  settlement,  to 
pass  the  night  with  their  families,  and  return  at  early  morn  to 
camp.  On  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  March,  Captain  Land, 
with  seven  of  his  companions,  arrived  at  his  home,  placed  a 
sentinel  at  the  door,  and  having  for  some  lionrs  enjoyed  the 
society  of  his  delighted  family,  retired  to  rest.  The  period  of 
repose,  was  but  of  short  duration.  The  Tories  had,  by  some 
unknown  means,  obtained  information  of  his  intended  visit, 
and  a  party  of  them,  thirty  in  number,  under  the  command  of 
a  Captain  Daniel  Muse,  arrived  at  midnight  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  having  carefully  secured  all  the  old  men  and  boys, 
likely  to  communicate  intelligence,  pushed  on  for  Land's. 
When  within  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  log- 
house  which  he  inhabited,  they  were  perceived  by  the  sentinel 
at  the  door,  who  having  hailed,  Hred  on  them.  A  momentary 
halt  was  made,  and  a  guard  being  placed  over  their  prisoners, 
two  old  men,  a  youth,  and  two  boys,  a  furious  charge  was 
made  on  the  house.  The  gallant  inmates  received  them  with 
firmness,  kept  up  a  lively  fire  through  the  open  spaces  betwixt 
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the  lo^s,  and  linally  repulsed  them,  having  previonsly  mortally 
wounded  Lieutenant  Lewis  Yarborough,  the  second  in  com- 
mand. The  Tory  party  taking  up  their  line  of  march  through 
woods  and  by-ways,  now  retreated,  and  moved  with  sucli 
celerity,  as  to  reach  the  British  Head-Quarters  at  Camden,  by 
twelve  o'clock  the  same  day,  carrying  the  youth  and  two  boys, 
one  of  them  Dr.  John  Mackey,  now  an  inhabitant  of  Char- 
leston, as  trophies  of  their  prowess  and  gallantry.  The  old 
man  and  wounded  officer  were  left  on  the  way. 

Poor  Land  did  not  long  enjoy  the  triumph  of  this  little 
victory.  Emboldened  by  success,  he  ventured  in  about  three 
weeks  on  another  visit  to  his  family,  accompanied  by  betwixt 
twenty  and  thirty  of  his  neighbours.  The  party  reached 
Rocky  Creek  in  the  evening,  and  having  agreed  to  assemble 
at  the  house  of  one  Boyd  on  the  following  day,  dispersed  each 
individual  retiring  to  his  own  family.  But,  alas  I  Treachery 
was  again  on  foot.  The  enemy  were  apprised  of  every  move- 
ment ;  and  Lord  Rawdon  having  lost  much  of  his  confidence 
in  his  Tory  auxiliaries,  by  the  failure  of  their  foriiier  essa}',  sent 
a  detachment  of  his  Regular  Cavalry,  united  with  them,  to  cut 
off  Land  and  his  followers.  Their  success,  on  this  occasion, 
was  but  too  complete.  Many  of  the  party  were  killed  as  they 
approached  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  among  them  the  un- 
fortunate Captain  Land,  who  was  butchered  in  cold  blood,  in 
revenge,  no  doubt,  for  the  death  of  Yarborough,  whom  he  had 
killed  in  pist  and  honourable  combat. 
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JUDGE  BLTRKE. 

In  sketching  the  character  of  this  worthy  citizen,  I  neglected 
to  mention  an  Anecdote  highly  characteristic  of  his  singular 
turn  of  mind,  which  I  shall  now  brietiy  detail.  A  friend,  with 
whom  he  lived  in  habits  of  the  strictest  intimacy,  once  ob- 
serving, that  he  was  tempted  to  engage  in  a  law-suit,  from  the 
prospect  of  deriving  very  great  advantage  from  its  results;  the 
Judge,  with  great  frankness,  replied,  "•  The  time  you  take  for 
deliberation  will  not  be  lost,  l)elieve  me,  since  to  insure  suc- 
cess, three  things  are  essentially  necessary.  You  must  have  a 
good  cause,  a  good  Lawyer,  and  a  good  Judge."  "  Then,  my 
friend,"  said  the  would-be  litigator,  ''  I  will  proceed."  "  Be 
not  too  precipitate,"  rejoined  the  Judge,  "for  I  forgot  to 
mention  another  requisite  to  success — good  lack.''^ 


EXTRAORDINAEY  ESCAPE. 

During  the  seige  of  Charleston  a  shell  from  the  British  lines, 
fell  on  the  tent  occupied  by  two  volunteers,  Mr.  Lord  and  Mr. 
Basqueen,  who  had,  from  excessive  fatigue,  retired  to  seek 
repose,  and  were  at  the  moment  buried  in  profound  sleep. 
The  explosion  was  violent.  The  body  of  Mr.  Lord  was 
wretchedly  mangled,  being  torn  literally  to  pieces.  Mr.  Bas- 
queen escaped  without  injury ;  for  although  the  hair  of  his 
head  was  singed,  his  sleep  was  not  disturbed ;  and  when 
dragged  from  the  ruins  of  the  tent  appeared  altogether  free 
from  hurt. 
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SERGEANT  POWER. 

It  is  ever  deliglitfnl  to  me  to  speak  of  a  soldier  as  iiiucli  dis- 
tinguislied  by  exemplary  good  conduct  as  Power,  and  therefore 
lioi)e  to  be  excused  for  mentioning  a  very  singular  occurrence 
which  took  place  while  the  Legion  lay  at  Mrs.  Legere's  plan- 
tation, on  the  Santee.  Mr.  Power,  afterwards  promoted,  but 
at  the  time  a  Segeant  in  the  cavalry,  being  reduced  to  ex- 
tremity by  disease,  and  despaired  of  by  the  Surgeon  of  the 
Regiment,  earnestly  solicited  that  he  might  he  allowed  to  eat 
a  cucumber,  many  of  which  he  recollected  to  have  seen  in  the 
garden,  previously  to  his  confinement.  "  Nature  is  exhansted," 
said  the  Surgeon,  to  the  friends  who  surrounded  him,  "he 
must  inevitably  die, — indulge  his  longing  therefore, — give  him 
a  cucumber,  but  let  it  be  a  small  one."  The  advice  was  at- 
tended to — Power  received  it  with  strong  indication  of  joy, 
and  immediately  became  so  tranquil,  that  the  guard,  who  had 
been  greatly  fatigued  by  watching  over  him,  embraced  the  op- 
portunity, and  indulged  in  a  refreshing  sleep.  Waking  up  at 
length,  and  finding  the  most  profound  stillness  in  the  apart- 
ment, he  approached  the  bed,  not  doubting  but  that  the  un- 
fortunate Sergeant  had  expired,  but  his  astonishment  may  well 
be  imagined  to  have  been  excessive,  when  the  sick  man  ex- 
claimed, "  I  have  got  it,  I  have  got  it,"  and  showed  the  re- 
mains of  a  half  eaten  cucumber,  of  an  immense  size,  that  had 
been  left  for  seed,  and  was  now,  from  age,  as  yellow  as  gold. 
He  had  actually  descended,  while  his  attendant  slept,  into  the 
garden,  and  brought  oft'  the  })rize,  that,  seen  from  his  window, 
he  dechirod  had  been  the  object  of  his  constant  and  uncon- 
(pierable  desire.  His  recovery  was  rapid,  and  much  rejoiced 
at,  for  his  talents  and  bravery  did  him  honour  ;  and  to  the  end 
of  the  war  he  not  only  increased  his  own,  but  the  reputation 
of  his  Regiment. 
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PETITION  OF  THE  LADIES  IN  CHARLESTOX,  IN 
BEHALF  OF  THE  UNFORTUNATE  COL.  ISAAC 
HAYNE. 

In  noticing  the  particulars  of  tlie  capture,  unmerited  suf- 
ferings, and  execution  of  tliis  martyr  to  the  cause  of  freedom, 
I  should  have  recorded  the  petition  presented,  in  his  behalf, 
by  the  ladies  of  Charleston.  The  sentence  that  threatened  his 
life,  by  all  deemed  harsh,  and  by  many  considered  as  having  a 
greater  tendency  to  excite  revolt  than  to  check  it,  called  forth 
the  most  tender  and  compassionate  feelings  of  the  heart,  and 
caused  such  general  sympathy,  that  many  even  of  the  most 
decided  enemies  of  the  principles  he  supported,  solicited  its 
mitigation,  or  rather  that  it  should  be  altogether  annulled. 
Many  of  the  Tory  as  well  as  Whig  Ladies  signed  the  petition 
of  which  I  shall  now  give  a  few  extracts.  Had  Lord  Rawdon 
remembered  that 

•'  Not  the  deputed  sword, 
"The  Marshal's  truncheon,  nor  the  judge's  robe, 
■'  Become  him  with  one  half  so  good  a  grace 
"A  s  mercy  does," 

humanity  had  triumphed,  and  they  would  not  have  tendered 
their  prayers  in  vain. 

TO  LORD  RAWDON,  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  OF  THE  BRITISH 
FORCES  IN  SOUTH-CAROLINA,  AND  COLONEL  BALFOUR,  COM- 
MANDANT   AT   CHARLESTON, 

"  My  Lord  and  Sir, 

"  We  should  have  reason  to  reproach  ourselves,  for  having  omitted 
a  proper  occasion  of  manifesting  the  tenderness  peculiarly  character- 
istic of  our  sex,  if  we  did  not  profess  ourselves  deeply  interested  and 
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affected  by  the  iininiuent  and  shocking  doom  of  the  most  unfortunate 
Mr.  Hayne  ;  and  if  we  did  not  entreat  you,  in  the  most  earnest 
manner  gi-aciously  to  avert,  prolong,  or  mitigate  it.  We  presume 
to  make  this  intercession  for  him,  from  the  knowledge  of  your  dis- 
position, as  well  as  from  the  reflection,  that  humanity  is  rarely 
separated  from  courage  ;  and  that  the  gallant  soldier  feels  as  much 
reluctance,  to  cause  by  deliberate  decrees,  the  infliction  of  death  on 
men  in  cold  blood,  as  he  does  ardour  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  heat  of 
action,  to  make  the  enemies  of  his  country  perish  by  the  sword.  He 
may  rejoice  to  see  his  laurels  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  armed  and 
resisting  adversaries ;  but  regret  to  see  them  wet  with  the  tears  of 
unhappy  orphans,  mourning  the  loss  of  a  tender,  amiable,  and  worthy 
parent,  executed  like  a  vile  and  infamous  felon.  To  the  praises  of 
your  military  virtues  and  prowess,  we  trust  you  will  give  the  Ladies 
occasion  to  add  the  praises  of  your  milder  and  softer  virtues,  by  fur- 
nishing them  with  a  striking  proof  of  your  clemency  in  the  present 
instance.  To  that  clemency,  to  our  j)rayers,  and  to  his  merits  in 
other  respects,  let  the  unhappy  object  of  our  petition  owe,  what  you 
might  not  think  him  entitled  to,  if  policy  were  not  outweighed  in  his 
behalf  To  any  other  men  in  power  that  such  as  we  conceive  you 
both  to  be,  we  should  employ  on  the  occasion,  more  ingenuity 
and  to  dress  up  and  enforce  the  many  pathetic  and  favourable 
circumstances  attending  his  case,  in  order  to  move  your  passions  and 
engage  your  favour ;  but,  we  think  this  will  be  needless,  as  obviated 
by  your  spontaneous  feeling,  humanity,  and  liberal  reasoning.  Nor 
shall  we  dwell  on  his  most  excellent  character,  the  outrages  and  ex- 
cesses prevented  by  him  ;  nor  lay  any  stress  on  the  most  grievous 
shock  his  numerous  and  respectable  connexions  must  sustain  by 
his  death,  aggravated  by  the  mode  of  it ;  nor  shall  we  do  more  than 
remind  you,  of  the  complicated  distress  and  sufferings  that  must  be- 
fal  his  young  and  promising  children,  to  whom  death  would  be 
preferable  to  the  state  of  the  orphanage  they  will  be  left  in. 
'•  We  are,  my  Lord  and  Sir, 

"With  all  respect,  your  very  anxious  petitioners 
"  And  humble  servants." 
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DUEL  BETWEEN  GENERAL  CADWALLADER  AND 
GENERAL  CONWAY. 

The  particulars  of  this  duel,  originating  in  the  honourable 
feelings  of  General  Cadwallader,  indignant  at  the  attempt  of 
his  adversary  to  injure  the  reputation  of  the  Connnander  in 
Chief,  by  representing  him  as  unqualihed  for  the  exalted 
station  wliich  he  held,  appears  worthy  of  record.  Nor  ought 
the  coolness  observed  on  the  occasion  by  the  parties,  to  be 
forgotten,  as  it  evinces  very  strongly,  that  although  imperious 
circumstances  may  compel  men  of  nice  feeling  to  meet,  that 
the  dictates  of  honour  may  be  satisfied  without  the  smallest 
deviation  from  the  most  rigid  rules  of  politeness.  W^hen 
arrived  at  the  appointed  rendezvous.  General  (^adwallader, 
accompanied  by  General  Dickenson  of  Pennsylvania,  General 
Conway  by  Colonel  Morgan  of  Princeton,  it  was  agreed  upon 
by  the  seconds,  that  on  the  word  being  given,  tlie  principals 
might  tire  in  their  own  time,  and  at  discretion,  either  l)y  an 
off-hand  shot,  or  by  taking  a  deliberate  aim.  The  parties 
having  declared  themselves  ready,  the  word  was  given  to  pro- 
ceed. General  Conway  immediately  raised  his  pistol,  and 
fired  with  great  composure,  but  without  effect.  General  Cad- 
wallader was  about  to  do  so,  when  a  sudden  gust  of  wind  oc- 
curring, he  kept  his  pistol  down  and  remained  tranquil. 
"Why  do  you  not  fire.  General  Cadwallader d"  exclaimed 
Conway.  "  Because,""  replied  General  Cadwallader,  ''  we 
came  not  here  to  trifle.  Let  the  gale  pass,  aiid  I  shall  act  my 
part.''  "  You  shall  have  a  fair  chan(;e  of  performing  it  well," 
rejoined    Conway,   and  immediately   jiresented    a    fnll    front. 
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General  Cad  wall  ader  fired,  and  his  ball  enterini>;  the  month  of 
his  antagonist,  he  fell  directl}^  forward  on  his  face.  Colonel 
Morgan  i-nnning  to  his  assistance,  fonnd  the  blood  sponting 
from  behind  his  neck,  and  lifting  n])  the  clnb  of  his  hair,  saw 
tlie  ball  dro])  from  it.  It  liad  passed  throngh  his  head  greatl_y 
to  the  derangement  of  his  tongue  and  teeth,  but  did  not  inflict 
a  Diortal  wound.  As  soon  as  the  blood  was  sufficiently  washed 
away  to  allow  him  to  speak.  General  ConM'ay,  turning  to  his 
opponent,  said  good  ImnKuiredly,  "  You  fire,  General,  with 
much  deHheration,  and  certainly  with  a  great  deal  of  effect." 
The  call  of  honour  satisfied,  all  animosity  subsided,  and  they 
parted  free  froui  all  resentment. 
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EXPULSION    OF    CONGKESS    FROM    PHILADEL- 
PHIA. 

Some  months  subsequent  to  the  signing  of  the  preliminary 
articles  of  Peace,  General  Greene,  in  order  to  spare  the  Penn- 
sylvanians  the  fatigne  of  a  tedious  march,  and  to  save  expense 
to  the  United  States,  engaged  a  letter-of-marque  belonging  to 
Rhode-Island,  to  transport  two  companies  of  that  line  to  Phil 
adelphia.  A  change  of  climate  being  considered  as  necessary 
to  the  re-establishment  of  my  health,  which  was,  at  that  period, 
much  impaired,  I  obtained  permission  to  embark  with  them, 
promising  to  await  the  General's  arrival  in  that  city,  where  he 
expected  to  have  much  business  to  transact  with  Congress, 
We  arrived  at  a  most  important  moment.  As  our  troops  dis- 
embarked, a  considerable  number  of  mutineers  of  tlieir  own 
line,  from  Lancaster,  surrounded  the  Hall  of  Congress,  de- 
manding the  prompt  settlement  of  their  accounts,  and  threaten- 
ing vengeance  in  case  of  refusal,  or  even  an  attempt  to  pro- 
crastinate the  consideration  of  their  claims.  It  was  ray  mis- 
fortune to  witness  this  outrage ;  and  to  find,  that  too  many  of 
the  men,  who  had  returned  with  honour  from  the  South, 
forsook  their  officers  to  join  the  disaffected,  and  support  tlieir 
unwarrantable  proceedings.  Violence  was  now  increased 
to  so^iigh  a  pitch,  that  General  Hamiltois,  at  the  time  a 
member  of  the  National  Legislature,  having  fruitlessly  en- 
deavoured by  expostulation,  to  subdue  the  wrath  of  the  re- 
volters,  and  moderate  the  extravagance  of  their  demands, 
joined  his  colleagues  in  the  Hall  of  their  deliberations,  and 
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calmly  advised  tlieiii  "to  think  of  eternity,  since  lie  confidently 
believed,  that  within  the  space  of  an  hour,  not  an  individual 
of  their  bod}^  would  be  left  alive."  "The  supineness  of  the 
authorities  of  the  State,  under  these  circumstances,  was  the 
cause  of  general  astonishment.  It  was  said,  that  General 
Reid,  and  many  distinguished  military  characters,  indignant 
at  the  treatment  offered  to  the  National  Tiepresentatives, 
strongly  urged  the  calling  out  of  the  militia,  volunteering 
their  services,  and  pledging  themselves,  by  a  decisive  blow,  to 
restore  tranquility.  Governor  Dickenson,  however,  was  de- 
termined to  avoid  violent  measures;  and  as  danger  was  in- 
separable from  delay,  Congress,  during  the  night,  left  the  city 
for  Princeton.  The  mutineers,  with  increasing  insolence,  now 
threatened  to  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  and  to  satisfy 
their  claims  from  the  spoils  of  the  Bank.  The  menace  at  once 
electrified  every  bosom  ;  and  it  appeared  every  man's  concern, 
to  render  the  threat  abortive.  The  whole  city  was  instanta- 
neously in  arms;  and  in  a  few  hours,  the  insurgents,  were 
either  dispersed  or  prisoners.  To'  their  honour  it  should  be 
known,  that  Major  James  Hamilton  of  the  1st  Pennsylvania 
Eegiment,  recently  arrived  from  the  army  of  General  Greene, 
and  Captain  Bond,  who  commanded  the  troops  from  the 
South,  innnediately  landed,  used  every  exertion  to  check  these 
disgraceful  ])roceedings,  till  frenzy  increased  to  such  a  height, 
that  to  save  them  from  assassination  their  friends  compelled 
them  to  retire. 
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LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  BUTLER, 
OF  morgan's  rifle  regiment. 

As  some  iiioutlis  would  elapse  before  General  Greene  could 
reach  Philadelphia,  I  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
visiting  the  interior  country ;  and  at  Lancaster,  considered 
myself  particularly  fortunate  in  forming  an  acquaintance  with 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Butler,  at  that  period  the  Commandant  of 
the  post.  His  reputation  as  a  military  character,  had  already 
won  my  admiration  ;  his  frankness,  polite  attentions,  and 
generous  hospitality,  contirmed  every  prepossession  in  his 
favour. 

It  was  the  cause  of  great  astonishment,  to  hear  a  gentleman, 
the  suavity  of  whose  manners  would  have  graced  a  Court, 
declare,  "  That  to  the  simplicity  of  the  savage  life,  he  gave  a 
decided  preference  ovei'  the  modes  of  polished  society  ;  and 
that  he  impatiently  waited  the  definite  signing  of  a  Peace 
with  Britain,  to  repair  to  the  wilderness,  and  resume  habits 
peculiarly  suited  to  his  disposition."  "  The  ease  and  in- 
dolence," he  would  say,  "  which  characterized  Indian  manners, 
when  plenty  abounded,  the  activity  and  enterprise  resorted  to, 
to  procure  subsistence,  and  obtain  comforts  in  times  of  neces- 
sity, had  to  him  great  fascinations ;  and  that,  compared  with 
them,  the  habits  and  uniform  indulgences  of  polished  society, 
seemed  irksome  and  insupportable." 

I  have  never  been  informed,  whether  or  not  he  carried  his 
schemes  into  execution  ;  though  I  rather  suppose  that  he  did 
not,  for  he  married  a  young  wife,  and  in  the  war  against  the 
Western  Indians,  which  broke  out  very  shortly  after  the  con- 
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elusion  of  that  of  the  Revohition.  we  find  him  in  arms,  an 
active  Partisan,  and  second  in  command  at  the  disastrous 
defeat  of  St.  Clair.  It  was  on  this  occasion,  that  the  intrepid 
Butler  closed  his  military  career  in  death — his  coolness  pre- 
served, and  courage  remaining  unshaken,  till  the  last  moment 
of  existence.  While  enabled  to  keep  the  field  his  exertions 
were  truly  heroic.  He  repeatedly  led  his  men  to  the  charge, 
and  with  slaughter  drove  the  enemy  before  him ;  but,  being 
at  length  compelled  to  retire  to  his  tent,  from  the  number  and 
severity  of  his  wounds,  he  was  receiving  surgical  aid,  when  a 
ferocious  warrior  rushing  into  his  presence,  gave  him  a  mortal 
blow  with  his  tomahawk.  But  even  then  the  gallant  soldier 
died  not  unrevenged.  He  had  anticipated  this  catastrophe, 
and  discharging  a  pistol  which  he  he  held  in  his  hand,  lodged 
its  contents  into  the  breast  of  his  enemy,  who  uttering  a 
hideous  yell,  fell  by  his  side  and  expired  ! 
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COMMODORES  AFFLECK  AND  SWEENEY. 

While  waiting  the  arrival  of  General  Greene  at  Pliila- 
del])hia,  I  was  introduced  to  the  British  Commodores  Attteck 
and  Sweeney,  by  Captain  Armstrong  of  the  Legion,  who  liad 
been  treated  by  the  hitter,  while  a  prisoner  in  Charleston, 
with  marked  attention  ;  and  gladly  united  with  him,  in  using 
every  exertion  to  render  their  visit  interesting  and  agreeable 
to  them.  We  accompanied  them,  in  consequence  of  a  polite 
invitation  from  Captain  Barry,  on  a  visit  to  the  Alliance 
frigate;  and  on  returning  towards  the  shore,  received  a  coui 
plimentary  salute,  for  which  they  expressed  great  thankful- 
ness. 

Visiting  Peale's  Gallery  of  Portraits,  where  tlie  likenesses 
of  the  officers  who  had  most  distinguished  themselves  by  their 
Revolutionary  services,  were  preserved,  I  could  not  but  observe, 
that  the  attention  of  Sir  Edmund  Affieck  was  altogether  en- 
grossed by  one  head,  which  he  appeared  to  regard  with  pecu- 
liar satisfaction  ;  and  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  liim 
say,  "  I  know  not  who  this  portrait  is  intended  to  represent ; 
l)ut,  however  great  the  merits  of  others  may  be,  I  see  no  ex- 
pression of  countenance  in  the  collection,  that  gives  to  me  so 
perfect  an  idea  of  bold  and  inflexible  resolution."  His  correct 
discernment  of  character,  in  this  instance,  is  remarkable;  and 
it  is  a  singular  circumstance,  that  it  was  the  only  likeness  of  a 
Naval  Hero  in  the  Gallery.  It  was,  in  fact,  the  portrait,  and 
admirable  likeness,  of  Paul  Jones. 
55 
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KECEPTION  OF  GENEKAL  GHEENE 

AT    PHILADELPHIA. 

Nothing  could  he  more  flattering  to  a  man  ambitious  to 
merit  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  than  the  reception 
given  to  (xeneral  Greene  by  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia. 
As  soon  as  his  approach  to  the  city  was  announced,  all  the 
military  officers  of  rank,  and  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
patriots  and  citizens  in  the  Civil  Department,  went  forward  to 
meet  him.  He  was  conducted  to  his  quarters  through  crowded 
streets,  where  every  window  was  thronged  with  beauty,  and 
welcomed  by  looks  of  grateful  admiration,  and  a  respectful 
silence,  more  flattering  by  far  than  the  applauses  of  noisy 
vociferation.  These,  however,  were  not  altogether  withheld; 
and  when  (as  he  entered  the  Hotel)  I  heard  the  shout  of 
"honour  to  the  victor  of  the  South — long  life  to  Greene,"  I 
thought  his  triumph  complete. 

There  w^as  no  attention  that  merit  could  call  for,  or  grati- 
tude bestow,  which  was  not  lavished  on  him  for  the  short 
period  of  his  stay  in  the  city.  But  Congress  were  within  a 
short  distance,  and  anxious  to  pay  his  respects,  and  to  answer 
any  inquiries  that  might  be  made  relative  to  the  conduct  and 
final  dismissal  of  the  Southern  Army,  General  Greene  con- 
tinued his  route  to  Princeton. 
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MEETING  WITH  THE  COMMANDEK-IN-CHIEF. 

At  Colonel  Coxe's,  at  Trenton,  I  was  gratiiied  by  witness- 
ing an  interview  which  I  must  ever  remember  with  delight. 
On  entering  the  honse,  General  Greene  had  the  happiness  to 
iind  that  the  Commander-in-Chief,  who  had  escorted  Mrs. 
Washington  so  far  on  her  way  to  Virginia,  had  arrived  but  a 
few  minutes  before  him.  It  would  be  altogether  impossible 
for  me  to  give  even  a  faint  idea  of  the  joy  that  animated  the 
intelligent  countenances  of  these  great  men,  so  sincerely  at- 
tached, and  so  unexpectedly  brought  together.  Tiie  one  in- 
telligibly spoke  the  grateful  feelings  of  an  honourable  man  for 
the  friendship  which  had  advanced  him  to  conmiand,  the  other 
the  admiration  of  the  valour  and  prudential  conduct  which 
had  so  fiilly  justified  his  recommendation.  In  every  look,  in 
every  word,  the  strongest  indications  of  reciprocal  and  affec- 
tionate regard  was  manifested ;  and  I  feel  conviction  that 
neither  the  one  or  the  other  had  ever  experienced  sensations 
of  more  exalted  delight. 
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THE  EFFECT  OF  PEACE  ON  THE  SOLDIERS'  CO^ 
SEQUENCE  m  SOCIETY. 

I  AM  now  about  to  relate  an  Anecdote,  which,  however 
lightly  it  may  be  thought  of  at  this  time,  plainly  shows  that 
disrespect  and  ingratitude  have  too  often  been  manifested 
towards  military  men,  when  their  services  were  no  longer  in 
requisition. 

General  Washington  and  General  Greene,  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing their  fortunate  meeting,  set  out  for  Princeton,  On 
their  arrival  there,  the  Secretary  of  the  President  of  Congress 
presented  himself,  with  a  request  from  Mr.  Boudinot,  who  held 
that  honourable  station,  that  all  ceremony  should  be  waived, 
and  that  the  Generals,  with  the  gentlemen  of  their  respective 
families,  would  partake  of  an  entertainment  then  serving  up. 
The  invitation  being  accepted,  the  whole  party  repaired  to  the 
Presidential  house.  Compliments  passed,  and  dinner  an- 
nounced. The  President  placing  himself  between  the  Gen- 
erals, led  the  way  to  the  eating  room.     An  individual,  a  Mr. 

H ,  who  certainly  possessed  much  more  of  the  affectation 

than  reality  of  politeness,  now  took  it  upon  liimself  to  do  the 
honours  of  the  house,  and  turning  to  one  of  the  company, 

said,  "  Mr.  R ,  Member  of  Congress,  you  are  next  the  door, 

pray  go  forwar<l.  Mr.  Z— — ,  Member  of  Congress,  'tis  your 
turn — go  forward,  if  you  ])]ease."  Thus  he  went  on,  till  all 
the  gentlemen  in  the  (livil  Department  /iad  gone  forward  ; 
and  then  (being  a  Mendjer  of  Congress  himself)  quitted  the 
room,  leaving  General  Kosciusko,  Colonel  Maitland,  Major 
Edwards,  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Southern  Army,  and 
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tlie  Aids-de-Camp  of  General  Greene,  to  find  their  own  way  to 
the  table.  Such  conduct  is  no  novelty.  Soldiers,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  are  estimated  according  to  their  immediate 
utility.  Let  their  exertions  be  wanted,  and  they  are  sure  to 
command  unwersal  attention.  The  danger  past,  they  are 
too  frequently  forgotten. 

I  have  a  tale  in  point  to  show,  that  the  same  disposition 
prevailed  in  former  times,  as  at  the  period  I  speak  of. 

An  English  officer  passing  through  the  County  of  York, 
during  the  Rebellion  which  broke  out  in  Scotland  in  the  year 
1745,  was  received  and  treated  with  peculiar  kindness  by  a 
Quaker,  who  at  the  moment  of  his  departure,  said  to  him, 
"  Go  forward,  friend,  smite  thy  opponents,  crush  rebellion  ;  and 
on  thy  return,  remember  to  tarry  with  him,  who  regards  thee 
as  one  of  the  Pillars  of  the  Nation."  The  hopes  of  the  Pre- 
tender, extinguished  by  the  decisive  victory  of  Colodden,  the 
English  men  ordered  to  the  South,  and  passing  near  the  habita- 
tion of  his  kind  entertainer,  did  not  forget  the  cordiality  with 
which  he  had  been  pressed,  to  repeat  his  visit,  and  repaired  to 
the  house  of  the  Quaker  ;  but,  with  a  look  that  gave  little  in- 
dication of  hospitality,  or  even  acknowledgment  of  former 
acquaintance,  the  starch  hypocrite  exclmmed — "  .Retire,  friend, 
I  know  thee  not."  "Not  know  me,"  said  the  officer.  "Why 
when  last  we  parted,  you  not  only  pressed  me  to  return  to  you 
when  the  Rebellion  should  be  extinguished,  but  assured  me, 
moreover,  that  you  regarded  me  as  one  of  the  Pillars  of  the 
Nation."  "-Did  I  so?"  rejoined  the  Quaker  ;  "  then  trust  me, 
friend,  I  must  have  meant  one  of  the  Catter pillars.''''  My  tale 
needs  no  comment. 
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DISTINGUISHED  CHAEACTEES. 

Writing  with  professed  intention  to  excite  in  the  bosoms  of 
my  yonng  conntrymen,  the  ambition  to  emulate  tlieir  an- 
cestors, in  the  display  of  ])atriotic  virtue,  I  cannot  be  con- 
sidered incorrect  while  recalling  to  remembrance  the  names 
of  the  heroes  and  statesmen  pre-ermnently  distinguished,  if  I, 
at  the  same  time,  bring  into  view  the  exemplary  good  conduct 
of  other  citizens,  who,  in  an  humbler  sphere  of  usefulness,  by 
the  steadiness  of  their  principles,  and  unremitted  exertions, 
contributed  to  the  accomplishment  of  our  Independency,  and 
the  establishment  of  that  happy  government  which  is  at  once 
the  envy  and  admiration  of  the  world. 

To  a  stranger  arriving  in  our  State,  and  naturally  in(piiring, 
••'  which  are  the  families,  who,  in  the  day  of  trial,  rendered 
the  most  essential  services  to  their  country?"  would  it  not  be 
criminal  to  say,  "  the  current  of  subsequent  events  have  con- 
signed them  to  oblivion !"  Would  it  not  appear  the  perfection 
of  injustice  and  ingratitude  %  I  should  certainly  pronounce  it 
such ;  and  with  sensations  of  far  greater  delight  and  exalted 
enthusiasm,  proclaim, — "When  the  power  of  Britain  was  pre- 
dominant in  the  land,  when  the  current  of  their  successes  had 
swe])t  away  almost  every  bari-ier  to  the  tyranny  which  the 
(;ommanders  of  her  armies  appeared  determined  to  impose, 
when  hope  was  lost  to  the  timid  and  the  wavering,  and  even 
to  the  most  sanguine,  the  prospect  of  success  butglinnnered  at 
a  distance,  there  were  not  wanting  exalted  spirits,  in  whose 
bosoms  (lesjnmdency  coidd  find  no  ])lace^ — who  never  des- 
paired of  the  ultimate  triumphs  of  the  cause  of  liberty  and 
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their  country."  Tlie  Barn  wells,  Bees,  Butlers,  Hey  wards, 
Hugers,  Pinckneys,  Richardsons,  Butledges,  Sliubricks  and 
Taylors,  were  distinguished  by  conduct  nniforndy  correct. 
ISTor  less  so  the  Warleys,  who  g-^vefour  sons  to  the  Continental 
service ;  the  Alstons,  Canteys,  Cattells,  Edwards',  Elliotts, 
Gibbes',  Graysous,  Hamptons,  Hardings,  Holmes',  James', 
Legares,  Postells,  Prioleaus,  De  Saussures,  Simons',  Starks, 
Talbirds,  Vanderhorsts,  Witherspoons,  and  Waties',  who  fur- 
nished as  many  zealous  supporters  of  Revolutionary  prin- 
ciples, as  there  were  individuals  among  them  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms,  or  qualiiled  to  guide  the  councils  of  the  nation. 
That  many  others  are  equally  entitled  to  be  mentioned  with 
lionourable  distinction,  is  most  certain ;  I  have  merely  enu- 
merated such  as  most  forcibly  recur  to  memory,  and  wdiere  an 
omission  exists,  it  is  certainly  not  from  intention,  as  it  is  my 
most  ardent  wdsli  to  give  the  praise  of  patriotic  firmness  to  all 
who  are  deserving  of  it.  There  are  many  individuals  also, 
who  should  be  named  with  marked  respect. 

There  was  not  in  the  Continental  service,  an  officer  who  per- 
formed every  duty  with  greater  alacrity  and  exactitude,  than 
Major  Simeon  Tlieus.  At  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
when  the  funds  of  the  Treasury  of  the  State  were  at  a  low 
ebb,  and  the  example  of  patriotic  citizens  was  necessary  to 
give  them  support  and  stability,  he  sold  his  patrimonial 
estate,  and  lent  the  proceeds  to  the  government.  When  the 
war  was  concluded,  appointed  to  settle  all  accounts  between 
the  State  and  the  government  of  the  United  States,  he  per- 
formed the  duty  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  that 
the  Legislature  made  him  an  offer  of  an  additional  compensa- 
tion of  one  thousand  dollars,  but  he  at  once  refused  to  accept 
it,  declaring,  that  he  had  set  what  he  considered  a  fair  price 
on  his  time  and  his  labour,  and  if  it  was  his  happiness  to  have 
given  satisfaction,  he  was  more  than  paid. 

I  would  mention,  with  particular  commendation,  both  Major 
and  Captain  Postell.  Detached  by  General  Marion  across  the 
Santee,  in  the  year  1781,  with  the  command  of  a  small  number 
of  mounted  militia,  they  first  destroyed  a  very  considerable 
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quantity  of  valuable  stores  at  Manigaiilt's  Ferry,  and  in  the 
vicinity,  and  then  attacking  the  British  post  at  Monk's  Corner, 
destroyed  fourteen  wagons  loaded  with  soldiers'  clothing  and 
baggage,  besides  other  articles  of  value,  and  made  prisoners  of 
forty  regulars,  effecting  the  whole  service  without  the  loss  of  a 
man. 

On  the  20th  of  i\.ugust,  1780,  immediately  subsequent  to 
the  disastrous  battle  of  Camden,  information  being  received  by 
General  Marion,  that  a  guard,  with  a  part  of  the  prisoners 
taken  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  were  on  the  road  in  their  way  to 
Charleston,  he  detached  Colonel  Hugh  Horry,  with  sixteen 
men,  with  orders  to  attack  the  escort,  and  attempt  the  deliver- 
auce  of  the  captives.  This  w^as  promptly  and  eifectually  done 
by  the  gallant  Colonel.  Twenty-two  British  regulars,  a 
Captain  and  subaltern  of  their  Tory  adherents,  were  taken, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  soldiers  of  the  Continental  Line  of 
Maryland,  liberated,  with  the  loss  of  one  man  only,  and  an 
officer  wounded. 

Cornet  James  Simons,  of  Washington's,  detached  with 
eleven  regular  cavalry,  and  twenty-five  mounted  militia,  drove 
General  Cunningham,  who  was  at  the  head  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Tories,  from  a  strong  position  near  ISTinety-Six,  where 
there  was  a  considerable  depot  of  forage,  provision,  and  stores, 
for  the  use  of  the  British  army,  with  much  plundered  property, 
the  reward  of  their  own  toils  ;  and  having  destro^yed  the  whole, 
rejoined  his  Regiment  without  loss.  This  gallant  soldier,  at 
the  battle  of  Eutaw,  gained  new  honours  by  his  intrepid  ex- 
ertions, but  in  the  contest  for  victory  was  twice  severely 
wounded. 

The  history  of  Marion's  Campaigns,  recently  published  by 
the  honourable  Judge  James,  who  served  under  his  banners, 
renders  it  altogether  unnecessary  to  sj^eak  of  many  gallant 
achievements  that  he  has  fully  detailed.  It  is  grateful  to  me, 
however,  to  express  my  admiration  of  the  partial  endurance 
of  misfortunes,  of  ])rivations  before  unheard  of,  and  of  gal- 
lantry not  to  be  surpassed,  exhibited  by  the  Colonels  Hugh 
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and  Peter  Horry,  Colonel  Majliani,  the  Majors  Conyers  and 
James,  the  Captams  M'Canley,  Cooper,  M'Cottry,  James, 
Gavin  Witherspoon,  and  many  others. 

Tlie  late  General  Fishburn,  womided  when  in  the  Conti- 
nental service  at  Stono,  commanded,  with  distinction,  at  a 
subsequent  period,  a  corps  of  horse,  and  throughout  the  entire 
war  was  esteemed  for  ardent  and  unshaken  patriotism.  Gov- 
ernor Paul  Hamilton  rendered  a  most  essential  service  to  his 
country  by  giving,  in  early  youth,  a  laudable  example  of 
firmness,  that  neither  danger  nor  difHculty  could  ever  subdue. 
In  short,  in  every  division  of  the  State,  individuals  acquired 
celebrity,  and  acliievements  were  accomplished  highly  worthy 
to  be  recorded,  as  increasing  the  glory  of  the  nation.  Many,  I 
fear,  are  already  lost,  and  still  more  likely  to  rest  in  perpetual 
oblivion.  My  eiforts  to  obtain  information,  particularly  from 
the  interior  country,  has  not  met  with  the  success  that  I  had 
anticipated.  It  is  true,  the  period  for  receiving  it  has  been 
very  limited,  for  previously  to  the  month  of  June  last,  I  had 
not  written  a  line.  Great  is  my  hope,  that  better  fortune  niay 
crown  the  exertions  of  some  future  writer,  and  enable  him  to 
show,  tliat,  in  as  high  a  degree  as  compatible  with  the  attain- 
ments of  human  nature,  the  characteristic  features  of  the  sons 
of  Carolina  have  been  strongly  marked  by  ])erseverance,  and 
intrepid  resolution  to  obtain  success,  moderation  and  generous 
feeling  inthe  use  of  it. 
56 
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CONCLUSION. 

In  detailing  the  Anecdotes  contained  in  the  volume  which 
J  now  otter  to  tlie  Public,  I  have  repeatedly,  with  pride  and 
exultation  asserted,  that  in  the  display  of  generous  feeling 
towards  the  enemy  wliom  they  had  subdued,  the  Soldiers  of 
America  had  distinguished  claims  to  applause.  My  opinions 
are  not  speculative,  but  supported  by  proofs  incontrovertible. 
I  trust,  that  with  justice  it  can  never  be  said  of  me,  that 
blinded  by  ]^arty  zeal,  I  considered  the  palm  of  excellence  ex- 
clusively possessed  by  the  advocates  of  "Revolutionary  princi- 
ples. I  solemnly  declare,  that  making  sincerity  and  the  pure 
dictates  of  conscience  the  test  of  opinion,  I  readily  grant, 
that  proper  credit  is  to  be  allowed  to  the  supporters  of  opposite 
tenets,  steadily  adhering  to  them. 

I  have,  in  my  encomiums,  done  no  more  than  justice  to  the 
forbearance  and  merciful  disposition  of  tlie  military  ;  but,  I 
am  far  from  thinking,  that  they  alone  are  entitled  to  applause; 
and  consider  it  a  trilmte  to  justice  to  state,  that  in  the  Councils 
of  the  Natign,  tliere  was  a  magnanimity  displayed,  that  to  our 
Legislators  give  a  decided  claim  to  equal  honours. 

Before  I  more  particularly  speak  my  own  sentiments,  I  will 
])resent  an  extract  from  the  Oration  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Elliott, 
pronounced  before  the  '76  Association  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1S13,  which  strikingly  evinces,  that  however  highly  excited 
the  resentments  of  the  nation,  its  magnanimity  was  still  supe- 
rior to  them  : 

"  The  })assioiis  and  the  ignorance  of  the  people,  it  is  thought, 
\\Q.vQ  fated  a  short  existence  to  our  freedom.     This  opinion  is 
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not  based  oh  tlie  American  character.  Dnrinjj;  our  Revolu- 
tionary calamities,  when  iiope  was  beat  down,  and  injuries 
were  most  unkind,  a  heartless  gang  of  domestic  felons,  under 
the  appellation  of  Tories,  rose  against  the  people.  There  was 
no  atrocity  they  did  not  perpetrate — no  aggravation  they  did 
not  add  to  distress.  Did  you  see  the  cinders  of  the  poor  man's 
dwelling?  Who  destroyed  it?  The  Tory?  Was  the  rich 
man  pillaged  because  he  preferred  his  country  to  his  wealth? 
Who  stole  his  property?  The  Tory?  Was  the  stern  Patriot 
insulted?  Who  inflicted  the  indignity?  The  Tory?  Yet, 
after  the  success  of  Liberty,  it  was  advised,  that  wrongs  should 
be  forgiven,  and  this  justly  execrated  enemy  viewed  as  breth- 
ren. The  American  people  acquiesced,  and  have  enforced 
every  provision  of  that  God-like  amnesty.  The  Patriot  does 
not  enjoy  one  benefit  from  the  Revolution^  v)hich  has  not  heen 
extended  to  the  Tory.  Fact,  therefore,  and  not  speculation, 
has  determined,  that  there  is  no  animosity,  however  obstinate, 
no  passion,  however  powerful,  which  the  American  people  will 
not  vanquish,  when  demanded  by  their  country's  good.*" 

That  the  provocation  to  severity  was  great,  cannot  be  denied. 
That  it  was  sensibly  felt  by  those  who  writhed  under  the 
afflictions  of  unmerited  persecution,  is  equally  true.  The  de- 
crees of  the  Jacksonborough  Assembly,  unequivocally  pro- 
claimed the  irritation  arising  from  it.  But,  as  a  Carolinian, 
1  am  proud  to  say,  that  with  returning  Peace,  moderation  and 
lenity  regained  their  wonted  influence.  Congress  recommended 
the  removal  of  the  punishments  denounced  against  political 
oft'enders  ;  and  the  Legislatures  of  the  difl'erent  States,  seconded 
their  wishes  b}^  a  prompt  and  generous  acquiescence  with  them. 

In  South  Carolina,  scarcely  a  trace  was  left  of  the  penalties 
originally  imposed  on  the  disaffected.  And  although  the 
State  laboured  under  great  difficulties,  from  an  immense  load 
of  debt  contracted  during  the  war,  according  to  Di\  Ramsay, 
whose  statements  were  ever  strictly  correct,  "  confiscated 
property  in  actual  possession  of  the  Commissioners,  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  Ave  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling," 
generously  restored. 

Long  since  has  every  recollection  of  the  pride  and  insolence 
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betrayed  in  the  hour  of  success,  and  the  Injuries  heaped  upon 
them  by  their  oppressors,  been  extinguished  in  the  Patriot's 
bosom  ;  and  every  asperity  softened  down  by  the  beneficent 
spirit  of  conciliation.  Tlie  feuds  of  Whig  and  Tory  have  been 
completely  extinguished.  Pardon  has  been  extended  even  to 
the  most  ohnoxious.  They  have  not  only  been  tolerated,  but 
treated  with  a  kindness  that  could  not  have  been  looked  for  ; 
and  had  every  disqualification  removed  that  might  impede 
their  progress,  aspiring  to  the  attaimiient  of  confidence  and 
esteem. 

•'  Silent  oblivion,  joyed  to  wipe  away 
"  The  record  of  their  madness  and  their  crimes  ; 
"  And  in  the  stead  of  wrathful  vengeance,  claiming 
"  The  penalties  her  due,  came  reconciling  Mercy." 
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*•  Page  189. 

FRENCH    AND    AMERICAN    QUARRELS    DURING 
THE  REYOLUTION. 

The  French  and  American  writers  of  the  revolutionary 
period  were  fond  of  descanting  upon  the  fraternal  harmony 
existing  between  the  forces  of  the  two  nations,  but  occasional 
rumors  of  occurrences  not  so  cordial,  reach  our  ears  over  the 
long  Sea  of  Time  which  is  ever  broadening  and  darkening  be 
tween  us  and  them.  We  gather  evidences  of  this  disharmony 
in  the  journals  of  the  times,  the  letters  of  the  great  leaders, 
and  the  relations  of  historians  and  annalists. 

It  was  doubtless  the  design,  as  it  was  the  policy,  of  the  lead- 
ers of  the  two  forces,  to  conceal  or  palliate  those  discontents 
which  grew  into  tierce  contention  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
The  English  writers,  who  had  no  object  in  concealing  these 
differences,  and  but  little  in  parading  them,  have  given  us  the 
clearest  narrations  of  their  incidents.  In  his  History  of  the 
American  War,  Stedman  says  that,  "  the  total  failure  of  the 
expedition  against  Rhode  Island  occasioned  great  murmuring. 
The  clamors  of  the  people  in  these  States  were  loud  against 
Count  d'Estaing,  for  deserting  them  in  the  midst  of  an  expedi- 
tion which  he  knew  was  undertaken  only  in  consequence  of  his 
promise  of  co-operation." 

lA 
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These  murmurings  tlie  governing  powers  prudently  en- 
deavored to  suppress,  that  they  might  not  give  offence  to  their 
new  allies,  but  they  were  nevertheless,  in  part,  the  cause  of  a 
dangerous  riot  that  occurred  at  Boston  between  the  American 
and  French  seamen,  in  which  several  of  the  latter  were  severe- 
ly wounded.  "  Nearly  about  the  same  time  too,  a  similar  riot 
happened  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  between  the  same 
classes  of  people,  but  more  fatal  in  its  effects,  as  some  lives 
w^ere  lost  on  both  sides.  Indeed  the  manners  of  the  people 
were  yet  so  little  assimilated,  that  a  cordial  agreement  could 
scarcely  be  expected.  At  both  those  places,  howevei',  means 
were  fallen  upon  to  appease  the  tumults  and  soften  the  irrita- 
tion of  those  whom,  at  this  early  stage  of  the  connexion,  it 
would  liave  been  highly  imprudent  to  disgust." 

This  sentiment,  however,  prudent  to  allay,  found  vent  after 
the  repulse  of  the  French  and  Americans  at  Savannah,  if  we 
may  give  full  credence  to  the  same  writer.  "A  request  had 
been  made  to  Count  d'Estaing  from  Gen.  Provost,  the  British 
commander,  that  the  women  and  children — the  wives  and 
childi'en  of  American  citizens — should  be  permitted  to  leave 
the  town  and  embark  on  board  of  vessels  in  the  river,  which 
should  be  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  Count,  and  wait 
the  issue  of  the  seige.  But  this  proposal,  dictated  by  humanity, 
was  rejected  with  insult." 

"No  good  agi'eement,  it  has  been  said,  subsisted  between  the 
French  and  A_mericans  from  the  commencement  of  the  seige  ; 
and  their  mutual  dislike  was  now  increased  by  their  disap- 
})ointment.  After  the  assault,  the  French  could  no  longer  con- 
ceal their  contempt  for  their  new  allies  ;  they  styled  them  in- 
surgents in  common  conversation,  and  even  in  written  menu)ri- 
als.  But  the  haughty  demeanor  of  the  Count  d'Estaing  to- 
wards the  garrison  seems  to  have  been  softened  by  his  misfor- 
tunes. An  apology  was  made  for  refusing  leave  to  the  women 
and  children  to  retire  to  a  ])lace  of  safety,  the  blame  of  M-liich 
was  laid  upon  the  Americans,  and  an  offer  was  now  made  for 
their  accomnuxlation.  This  offer  came  too  late  to  be  accepted, 
especially  after  the  ju'evious  insulting  refusal  of  what  w^as  now 
tendered,  and  Gen.  Provost,  with  great  propriety^  rejected  it^ 
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Thus  are  the  weak  and  unfortunate  made  the  shuttlecock  of 
the  passions  of  the  powerful.  No  distress  can  be  so  overwhel- 
ming, no  suffering  so  appalling  as  to  induce  the  relinquish- 
ment of  a  purpose  by  a  great  man  which  should  comjjromise 
his  dignity.  The  relief  of  a  thousand  starving  women  and 
children  ;  or  their  security  from  the  horrors  of  a  seige.  and  the 
hellish  madness  of  an  assault,  are  poor  compensation  for  the 
wounded  vanity  of  a  pompous  Brigadier. 

There  are  many  French  names  which  became  afterwards  re- 
nowned for  the  merit  or  misfortunes  of  their  owners.  The 
Count  de  Rochambeau,  Due  de  Lanzun,  Count  Segur,  Mar- 
quis du  Chastelleux,  who  wrote  memoirs  of  their  lives,  seem 
to  count  that  period  of  them  spent  in  the  Revohition  of 
America  as  not  the  least  interesting,  and  write  in  unmeasured 
praise  of  their  allies,  and  attestations  of  the  liarmony  which 
reigned  between  the  troops  of  the  two  nations,  and  the  cordial 
respect  and  affection  of  the  citizens — at  tJiat  time. 

The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  Mons  de  Marbois,  tlie  Histo- 
rian of  Louisiana,  and  the  author  of  Coniplot  d' Arnold  ; 
Baron  de  Montesquieu,  grandson  of  the  author  of  Spirit  of  the 
Laws  ;  Viscount  de  Noialles  and  Baron  de  Turpin,  an  excellent 
Engineer. 

All  of  these  gentlemen,  however,  were  later  in  their  partici- 
pation in  the  contest,  than  the  period  of  these  dissensions. 
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II-  Pago  192. 

DU  PLESSIS  MAUDUIT. 

A  YOFNG  Frencliman,  ambitions  of  distinction,  and  an  ardent 
Southerner,  rivaling  him  in  thirst  for  military  glory,  not  only 
exhibit  at  Germantown  their  reckless  folly  in  vain,  but  publish 
their  incapacity  for  command,  by  an  enterprise  which  had  no 
greater  chance  of  success  than  that  of  Don  Quixote  against 
the  windmill.  In  the  unsupported  charge  made  by  Col.  John 
Laurens  and  Clievalier  Du  Plessis  Mauduit  on  the  Stone 
House,  nothing  would  have  been  accomplished  had  their  de- 
sign sncceeded,  for  the  materials  of  the  house  and  the  struc- 
ture of  the  door,  would,  unaided  by  the  occupants,  have  resist- 
ed the  feeble  flame  of  a  wisp  of  straw. 

The  defense  of  Red  Bank  by  the  latter  was  much  more 
creditable,  and  is  narrated  by  the  Marquis  du  Chastelleux  in 
terms  that  do  honor  to  both.  "We  now  have  to  visit  Red 
Bank,  and  the  gentleman  who  w^as  to  do  the  honor  there  was 
M.  de  Plessis  Mauduit,  who  in  the  double  capacity  of  engi- 
neer and  officer  of  artillery,  had  the  charge  of  arranging  and 
defending  this  post  under  the  orders  of  Col.  Greene.  The 
fort  of  Red  Bank  was  designed  to  support  the  left  of  the 
Chevaux  de  frise.  The  Americans,  little  practised  in  the  art 
of  fortifications,  and  always  disposed  to  defend  works  beyond 
their  strength,  had  made  these  too  extensive,  and  Mr.  du  Man- 
dnit,  on  obtaining  permission  to  be  sent  thither  with  Col. 
Greene,  immediately  set  about  reducing  the  fortifications,  by 
intersecting  them  from  east  to  west,  which  transformed  them 
into  a  large  redoubt  nearly  of  a  pentagonal  form.     A  good 
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earthen  rain])art  raised  to  the  height  of  the  cordon,  a  fosse, 
and  an  abattis  in  front  of  the  fosse  constituted  the  whole 
strength  of  this  post,  in  which  were  placed  three  hundred  men, 
and  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  22d  of  October,  in  the  morning,  they  received  intelli- 
gence that  a  detachment  of  two  thousand  live  hundred  Hess- 
ians were  advancing,  who  were  soon  perceived  on  the  edge  of 
a  wood  to  the  north  of  Red  Bank,  nearl_y  within  cannon  shot 

While  preparations  were  making  for  defense,  a  Hessian  offi 
cer  advanced,  preceded  by  a  drum,  who  announced,  "The 
King  of  England  orders  his  rebellious  sul)jects  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  they  are  warned  that  if  they  stand  the  battle, 
no  quarters  whatever  will  be  given.''  Tlie  answer  was  that 
the  Americans  accepted  the  challenge,  and  that  no  quarter 
would  be  given  on  either  side.  Thus  mutually  challenging  to 
the  combat  to  the  death,  the  parties  closed  in  the  awful  con- 
test of  battle.  After  a  sharp  cannonade,  the  Hessian's  ranks 
formed  in  column,  and  moved  forward  upon  the  lirst  entrench- 
ment, whicli  had  been  excluded  from  the  line  of  defence,  and 
entering  unresisted,  they  sent  up  loud  huzzas  of  victory,  and 
])ressed  forward  upon  the  slight  defences  of  the  redoubt. 
Through  the  plunging  artillery  lire,  and  the  close  Volleys  of 
musketry,  the  Hessian  soldiers  pushed  on  to  the  abattis.  This 
obstruction  they  were  endeavoring  to  tear  away  the  branches 
from,  when  the  dreadful  showers  of  musket  balls  meeting 
them  in  front  and  enfilading  their  flanks,  sent  them  back  shat- 
tered and  broken.  To  this  result,  the  skill  and  forethought  of 
M.  de  Mauduit  had  largely  contributed,  by  seizing  a  part  of 
the  courthie  of  the  old  entrenchment  which  fortunately  had 
not  been  removed,  and  formed  a  projection  at  this  very  point 
of  intersection.  Into  this  breastwork,  which  modern  warfare 
would  style  a  rifle-pit,  but  then  known  as  a  cajjonirre,  M.  de 
Mauduit  liad  thrown  some  men  who  flanked  the  enemy's  left, 
and  galled  it  with  a  close  and  unendurable  Are. 

Offlcers  were  seen  every  moment  rallying  their  men,  march- 
ing u])  to  the  abattis  and  falling  amidst  the  branches  they 
were  endeavoring  to  cut.  Col.  Donop  was  particularly  dis- 
tinguished by  the  insignia  of  tlie  order  he  wore,  by  his  hand- 


Vl.  ADDITIONAL    ANECDOTP:S. 

some  ligure,  and  by  his  courage.,  and  he  was  seen  to  fall  like 
the  rest. 

Ov^erwhelmed  bv  tlie  precision  more  than  the  density  of  the 
fire,  which  liad  cost  the  enemy  almost  all  liis  officers  exposed 
to  it,  he  relinqnished  tlie  attack,  and  fell  back  into  the  wood  in 
great  disorder.  Hastening  from  this  point  of  attack,  M.  de 
Mauduit  Inet  and  repelled  one  made  in  force  upon  the  sonth 
of  the  redoubt,  and  then  sallied  out  with  a  detachment  to  re- 
pair the  abattis.  Here  were  the  evidences  of  the  most  fearful 
slaughter,  for  heaped  on  heaps  of  forms  already  dead,  lay 
other  dead  and  dying  men  in  one  mass  of  torn  and  bleeding 
bodies.  From  the  midst  of  this  dreadful  charnel  pile,  a  voice 
was  heard  to  say,  "  Whoever  you  are,  draw  me  hence.""  The 
poor  shattered  body  of  Col.  Don  op  lay  beneath  this  heap  of 
soldiers,  now  forever  deaf  to  his  command,  and  his  lips  already 
chilling  in  death,  had  uttered  this  sad  request. 

M.  de  Manduit  caused  him  to  be  raised  and  carried  into  the 
fort  bv  the  soldiers,  and  here  he  was  soon  recognized,  and 
taunted  by  some  of  those  he  had  so  recently  devoted  to 
slaughter,  with  the  words  "  Well  is  it  determined  to  give  no 
quarter,"  "I'm  in  your  hands,""  he  replied,  "you  may  revenge 
yourselves.'' 

^o  effort  was  needed  however,  on  the  part  of  de  Mauduit. 
to  prevent  ])ersonal  violence,  these  men  never  assassinated. 
No  thoughts  of  bloody  retaliation  for  the  awful  threat  by 
Mdiicli  these  lips  now  plaintively  supplicating  aid,. had  but  an 
hour  l)efore  closed  upon  them  the  d-oor  of  mercy.  A  few  hun- 
dred miles  to  the  south  another  body  of  men  fighting  in  the 
same  cause,  who  had  conquered  another  bloody  foe,  had 
jdighted  their  solemn  word  of  honor  for  his  safety,  if  he  laid 
down  the  arms  the^y  feared  to  meet  him  with,  but  when  Col. 
Grierson,  trusting  to  their  good  faith,  placed  himself  in  their 
power,  he  was  soon  after  shot  down  by  an  assassin  and  coward- 
ly hand.  Col.  Donop  expired  a  few  days  after,  exclaiming,  "I 
am  content,  T  die  in  the  hands  of  lionor  itself" 
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COLONEL   MALMADY. 

This  brave  French  officer  occasioned  a  terrible  fright  to  the 
beautiful  and  witty  Eliza  Wilkinson,  by  her  unaccountably 
mistaking  him  for  a  Hessian  officer. 

A  day  or  two  before  the  battle  of  Stone  Ferry,  the  regiment 
of  troops  commanded  by  him  encamped  near  her  house  on 
their  march  to  reinforce  General  Lincoln,  of  whose  exact  posi- 
tion they  were  unaware.  "  Looking  around  me,"  she  says  in  her 
narrative,  "I  found  we  w^ere  surrounded  by  men"  and  more  still 
were  coming  up  the  avenue,  which  increased  my  concern." 

Another  officer  riding  up  and  seeing  our  distress,  attributed 
it  to  the  unusual  sight  of  so  many  men  and  horses,  tor  none  of 
them  in  the  least  suspected  our  thoughts.  "  Take  away  those 
horses  and  move,  you  create  distress,"  he  said  in  broken  Eng- 
lish. "  Well  thought  I,  there  being  enemies  is  past  all  doubt, 
for  that  is  a  Hessian  officer  to  be  sure."  I  moved  toward  the 
house,  which  upon  entering  I  found  crowded  with  officers,  I 
was  so  much  disordered  that  I  made  a  full  sto]),  and  the 
only  salutation  I  made  was  a  nod  of  the  head.  Noav  enter- 
ed the  man  I  supposed  to  be  a  Hessian  officer,  and  obtain- 
ing pen,  ink  and  paper,  went  into  the  room  where  he  scribbled 
away  for  some  time.  The  room  door  was  wide  open  and 
seeing  me  he  bowed,  and  begged  I  would  stop  there  a  little, 
and  asked  many  questions  regarding  the  position  of  General 
Lincoln's  army. 

To  all  these  Mrs.  Wilkinson  observed  an  assumed  stupid 
ignorance,  and  the  Colonel  laid  down  his  pen  in  despair. 
All  Mrs.  Wilkinson's  concern  was  centered  in  preserving  the 
secret  of  the  position  of  Gen.  Lincoln's  camp,  and  only 
anxious  that  he  should  be  informed  of  the  presence  of  the 
enemy. 

Her  joy  at  the  accidental  discovery  of  the  friendly  character 
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of  these  troops  was  excessive,  and  her  apologies  to  Colonel 
Malmady,  whom  she  had  mistaken  for  a  Hessian  officer,  ought 
to  have  satisfied  that  gentleman  with  their  warmth  and  earnest- 
ness. 


J-  *  •  Page  210. 

CRUEL  TREATMENT  OF  LADIES  BY  BRITISH 
SOLDIERS. 

The  British  writers  repel  with  indignant  language  the 
charge  of  permitting  the  violation  or  abuse  of  females,  _yet 
they  are  compelled  to  admit  the  occurrence  of  this  fiendish 
crime,  and  profess  the  earnest  desire  for  the  punishment  of  the 
per])etrators,  if  they  could  be  detected.  Stedman  narrates  an 
instance  as  occurring  after  the  defeat  of  the  Americans  at 
Monk's  Corner,  in  which  engagement  he  was  present,  and  the 
circumstances  attending  the  crime  came  under  his  own  knowl- 
edge. "  Some  dragoons  of  the  British  Legion  attempted  to 
ravish  several  ladies  at  the  house  of  Sir  John  Collington  in 

the  neighborhood  of  Monk's  Corner.     Mrs. ,  the  wife 

of  Dr.  ,  of  Charleston,  was  most  barbarously  treated; 

she  was  a  most  delicate  and  beautiful  woman.     Lady , 

received  one  or  two  wounds  with  a  sword.     Miss ,  sister 

to  Major ,  was  also  ill  treated.     The  ladies  made  their 

escape  and  came  to  Monk's  Corner,  where  they  were  protect- 
ed ;  a  carriage  being   provided,   they    were   escorted   to  the 

house  of  Mr. .     The  dragoons  were  apprehended  and 

brought  to  Monk'sCorner,  where  by  this  time  Colonel  Web- 
ster had  arrived  and  tidven  the  command.  The  late  Colonel 
Ferguson  was  for  putting  the  dragoons  to  instant  death.  But 
Colonel  Wel)ster  did  not  conceive  that  his  powers  extended  to 
that  of  holding  a  general  Court  Martial.  The  prisoners  were 
sent  however  to  headquarters,  and  I  lelieve  were  afterwards 
tried  and  whipped." 

There  are  several  points  in  this  narrative  worthy  of  notice. 
The  rank  of  several  of  the   victims  entitled    tliQm    to   some 
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notice  from  British  officers,  more  particularly  as  their  titles 
indicate  tliat  they  were  royalists.  Second,  the  crime  wliich 
by  civil  law  is  punisliable  with  death,  was  by  the  severer  code 
of  military  government  considered  only  deserving  of  wliip- 
ping,  and  it  is  highly  problematical  even  to  the  British  author 
whether  that  mild  punishment  was  ever  administered.  The 
letters  of  Eliza  Wilkinson,  at  that  time  a  young  and  beautiful 
widow,  residing  on  Young's  Island,  about  thirty  miles  from 
Charleston,  narrate  an  awful  scene  of  violence  and  plunder  of 
which  she  was  the  victim,  happily  escaping  with  the  preserva- 
tion ot  chastity  as  well  as  life.  Mrs.  Wilkinson  had  been  en- 
gaged in  binding  up  the  wounds  of  an  American  soldier, 
when  a  negro  girl  ran  into  tlie  house  exclaiming,  "  O !  the 
King's  people  are  coming,  it  must  be  them,  for  they  are  all  in 
red."  Upon  this  cry,  tlie  two  men  that  were  with  us  snatched 
up  their  guns,  mounted  their  horses,  and  made  off;  but  hud 
not  got  many  yards  from  the  house  before  the  enemy  dis- 
charged a  pistol  at  them.  Terrified  almost  to  death  as  I  was, 
I  was  still  anxious  for  my  friends'  safety  ;  I  tremblingly  Hew  to 
the  window,  to  see  if  the  shot  had  proved  fatal,  when  seeing 
them  botli  safe,  '  Thank  Heaven,'  said  I.  '  Tliey've  got  off 
without  hurt.'  I  had  hardly  uttered  tliis,  when  I  heard  tlie 
horses  of  the  inhuman  Britons  coming  in  such  a  furious  man- 
ner, that  they  seemed  to  tear  up  the  earth,  and  the  riders  at 
the  same  time  bellowing  out  the  most  horrid  curses  imagina- 
ble ;  oaths  and  imprecations  wliich  chilled  my  whole  frame. 
Surely,  thought  I,  such  horrid  language  denotes  nothing  less 
than  death;  but  I  had  no  time  for  thought — they  were  up 
at  the  house,  entered  with  drawn  swords  and  pistols  in  their 
hands  ;  indeed  they  rushed  in,  in  the  most  furious  manner, 
crying  out,  '  Where  are  these  women  rebels,'  (pretty  language 
to  ladies  from  the  once  famed  Britons.)  That  was  the  first 
salutation !  The  moment  they  espied  us  off'  went  our  caps, 
and  for  what  do  you  think,  why  only  to  get  a  paltry  stone  and 
wax  pin,  which  kept  them  on  our  heads  ;  at  the  same  time 
uttering  the  most  abusive  language  imaginable,  and  making 
as  if  they'd  hew  us  in  ])ieces  with  their  swords. 

"  But  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  describe  the  scene  ;  it  was  ter- 

2b 
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rible  to  the  last  degree  ;  and,  wliat  augmented  it,  they  had 
several  armed  negroes  with  them,  who  threatened  and  abused 
us  greatly.  They  then  began  to  plunder  the  house  of  every- 
thing they  thought  valuable  or  worth  taking  ;  our  trunks  were 
split  to  pieces,  and  each  mean  pitiful  wretch  crammed  his 
bosom  with  the  contents,  which  were  our  apparel,  etc.,  etc. 

""I  ventured  to  sj^eak  to  the  inhuman  monster  who  had  my 
clothes.  I  represented  to  him  the  times  were  such  we  could 
not  replace  what  they  had  taken  from  us,  and  begged  him  to 
spare  me  only  a  suit  or  two  ;  but  I  got  nothing  but  a  hearty 
curse  for  my  pains  ;  nay,  so  far  was  his  callous  heart  from  re- 
lenting, that  casting  liis  eyes  towards  my  shoes,  '  1  want  them 
buckles'  said  he,  and  immediately  knelt  at  my  feet  to  take 
them  out,  which  while  he  Avas  busy  about,  a  brother  villain, 
whose  enormous  mouth  extended  from  ear  to  ear,  bawled  out 
'  shares  there  I  say,  shares.'  So  they  divided  my  buckles  be- 
tween them. 

"  The  other  wretches  were  employed  in  the  same  manner  ; 
they  took  my  sister's  ear  rings  from  her  ears ;  hers  and 
Miss  Samuel's  buckles  ;  they  demanded  her  ring  from  her 
finger  ;  she  pleaded  for  it,  told  them  it  was  her  wedding 
ring,  and  begged  they'd  let  her  keep  it;  but  they  still  de- 
manded it,  and  presenting  a  pistol  at  her  swore  if  she  did 
not  deliver  it  immediately,  they'd  fire. 

"  She  gave  it  to  them,  and,  after  bundling  up  all  their  booty, 
they  mounted  their  horses.  But  such  despicable  figures. 
They  took  care  to  tell  us  when  they  were  going  away, 
that  they  had  favored  us  a  great  deal,  that  we  might  thank 
our  stars  it  was  no  worse.  But  I  had  forgot  to  tell  you 
that  upon  first  entering  the  house,  one  of  them  gave  my  arm 
such  a  violent  gras]),  that  he  left  the  print  of  his  tlunnb  and 
three  fingers  in  black  and  blue,  which  was  plainly  to  be  seen, 
very  ])lainly,  for  several  days.  I  showed  it  to  one  of  onr 
officers  who  dined  with  ns,  as  a  specimen  of  l])-itish  crucUy." 

The  reader  will  l)e  able  to  compare  the  treatment  of  ladies 
by  British  dragoons  with  the  comparatively  lenient  manners 
of  a  gang  of  McGirtli's  tories. 

At  a  subsequent  visit  made  her  by  another  squad  of  British 
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soldiers,  one  of  them  "  swore  tliat  as  soon  as  he  returned  to 
camp  he  would  make  a  report  of  the  usage  we  had  received, 
and  he  was  sure  the  men  would  suffer  for  it.  He  was  as  good 
as  his  word,  for  we  afterwards  heard  by  some  of  our  own  men 
who  were  prisoners  at  the  Ferry,  that  the  ill  treatment  we  had 
met  with  was  talked  of  throughout  the  camp  there,  and  after- 
wards my  sister  saw  the  man  who  reported  it. 

'Well,  Madam,' said  he,  'if  it  will  be  any  satisfaction  to 
you  T  can  assure  you  I  saw  one  of  the  men  who  used  you  and 
the  other  ladies  so  ill,  receive  five  hundred  lashes  for  the 
same.'     So  here  was  the  devil  correcting  sin." 

Our  own  satisfaction  at  this  day  would  be  more  complete,  if 
the  evidence  of  the  punishment  of  these  ruffians  rested  on  a 
more  trustworthy  basis.  Mrs.  Wilkinson,  as  well  as  Mrs. 
Brenton  sent  the  shafts  of  wit  through  the  tliick  cuirass  of 
British  arrogance  and  phlegm. 

A  number  of  British  olficers  who  had  billeted  themselves 
upon  her  hospitality  often  indulged  in  rude  and  brutal  sar- 
casms on  the  Whigs,  and  on  one  occasion  expressed  great  sur- 
prise that  they  had  been  left  in  quiet  possession  of  their  quar- 
ters for  so  long  a  period.  "  Pray,  Madam,"  said  Sandford, 
"  can  you  tell  me  to  what  it  is  owing  that  your  forces  do  not  at- 
tempt to  prevent  us  from  seizing  provisions  and  driving  oft' 
cattle.     Is  it  owing  to  want  of  conduct  or  of  courage  ?" 

''  To  neither  sir,"  I  replied,  "  but  as  thej^  can  take  whole 
armies — as  Gen.  Greene  has  done,  they  don't  think  it  worth 
their  while  to  attack  a  small  detachment." 

The  story  of  the  kidnapping  of  John  Hunter's  wife  by  Col. 
Fanning,  and  her  wretched  life  in  the  swamps  for  several  days 
and  nights,  have  been  already  narrated. 


*  •  Page  2 10. 


TORY  WOMEN. 

Amid  the  splendid  examples  of  self-denial,  and  more  than 
Spartan  heroism  of  Carolinian  women,  it  is  natural  to  expect 
there  would  not  be   wanting  those  of  treachery  in  the  sauic 


Xll.  ADDITIONAL    ANECDOTES. 

sex,  yet  liistory  records  but  few.  The  seige  of  Ninety-Six  had 
brought  the  British  Commandant,  Colonel  Crnger,  almost  to 
the  last  extremity,  and  he  was  believed  to  be  on  the  point  of 
surrendering,  when  an  American  lady  who  had  married  a  Bri- 
tish otiicer  was  induced  by  the  bribe  of  a  large  sum  of  money 
to  convey  to  the  beseiged  a  letter  from  Lord  Rawdon  announ- 
cing his  near  approach. 

As  she  was  well  known  to  all  the  American  oflicers,  she 
rode  about  the  camp,  attended  by  her  servant,  unsuspected  of 
any  ill  design,  as  if  actuated  only  by  the  caprice  of  idle 
curiosity,  or  the  interest  of  a  female  partisan  in  the  success  of 
the  beseigers. 

At  length  circumstances  favoring  her  design,  she  gave  a  sig- 
nal to  the  fort,  as  it  is  said  by  holding  up  the  letter  containing 
the  invaluable  news,  upon  which  a  man  was  seen  issuing  from 
the  fort  on  horseback,  who  notwithstanding  the  volleys  of  shot 
fired  at  him,  procured  the  letter  and  safely  returned  with  it  to 
the  garrison.  What  disposition  was  made  of  this  adventurous 
lady,  history  does  not  record. 

Every  nerve  before  relaxed  with  the  expectation  of  surren- 
der was  now  strained  to  the  utmost — the  assault  of  the  Ameri- 
cans was  stoutly  and  successfully  resisted,  and  they  were  com- 
])elled  to  abandon  the  seige.  The  tone  of  reasoning  and  the 
current  of  public  prejudice  in  the  South  did  not,  however,  ex- 
clude females  from  the  rigor  of  military  punishment.  John 
Stewart,  the  British  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  residing  for  the 
time  in  Florida,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Secret  Commission,  it 
was  feared  that  he  would  stir  up  the  Indians  in  the  British 
interest.  As  John  Stewart,  Esq.,  could  not  be  placed  in 
bonds,  the  South  Carolina  Congress  passed  a  formal  ordi- 
nance, "That  Mrs.  Stewart,  wife  of  John  Stewart,  and  Mrs. 
Fenwick,  his  daughter,  be  restrained  from  absenting  them- 
selves from  (vulgate  imprisoned  in)  his  house  in  Charleston — 
ordered  that  a  pro])er  guard  be  placed  and  continued  about  the 
house  of  the  said  John  Stewart  to  prevent  such  absenting,  and 
that  no  person  whatever  be  suffered  to  visit  Mrs.  Stewart 
without  leave  from  Colonel  Moultrie,  and  that  if  at  any  time 
Mrs.  Stewart  shall  have  occasion  to  go  abroad  with  the  permis- 
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sion    of  Colonel   Moultrie,  slie   shall    do  so   attended  by    an 
officer." 

Mrs.  Stewart,  with  a  perversity  not  uncommon  in  her  sex ; 
scorned  the  splendid  immunities  of  this  position  in  the  com- 
monwealth, and  surreptitiously  removed  herself  from  its 
guardianship,  and  her  son-in-law%  Mr.  Fenwick,  on  suspicion  of 
having  advised  this  contemptuous  rejection  of  state  hospitality 
was  incontinently  thrust  into  pris<m,  where  he  had  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  to  reflect  on  the  consequences  of  meddling 
with  a  quarrel  between  South  Carolina  and  his  motlier-in-law\ 
How  long  her  son  Fenwick  remained  in  durance,  and  wdiether 
the  British  forces  found  him  in  that  state  on  their  occupation  of 
the  city,  history  leaves  no  record.  That  there  were  many  in- 
stances among  the  women  of  the  South  of  self  devotion  and 
fidelity  to  the  royal  cause,  that  proved  its  virtue  by  suffering 
and  by  death,  incidental  glimpses  of  history  gives  us  ample 
testimony. 

Flora  McDonald,  whose  name  will  in  all  time  be  the 
synonym  of  virtue  and  fidelity,  became  once  more  an  exile 
from  the  land  she  had  chosen  as  a  refuge,  and  with  her  hus- 
band, wdio  was  taken  prisoner  in  tlie  first  conflict  between 
Royalists  and  Whigs  in  the  Carolinas,  underwent  a  new  expa- 
triation. 

On  her  passage  home,  the  vessel  encountered  a  French  ship 
of  war,  and  in  the  action  which  ensued,  the  heroic  woman  re- 
mained on  deck  cheering  the  sailors  through  the  battle  l)y  her 
voice  and  the  example  of  noble  courage.  Kor  was  this  self- 
devotion  exhibited  without  personal  injury,  for  during  the 
action  she  was  throw^n  down,  and  her  arm  was  broken  by  the 
fall. 

She  was  accustomed  in  her  narration  of  the  event  to  add 
with  the  epigramatic  humor  of  her  nation  "  I  have  perilled 
my  life  in  belialf  of  both  the  house  of  Stuart  and  of  Bruns- 
wick, and  got  very  little  for  my  pains." 
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Page  299. 

RALPH  IZARD. 

The  publication  some  .years  since  of  a   volume  of  letters 
written  by  or  addressed  to  Ralph  Izard,  promised  us  curious 
revelations  of  the  diplomacy  of  tliat  period  in  a  subsequent 
volume,  which  however  has  never  appeared.     The   American 
public  had  been  Ions;  aware,  tlirough  the  published  controversy 
of  Lee  and  Deane,  that  the  official  acts  of  the  latter  were  not 
free  from  the  taint  of  private  interest,  but  tlie  name  of  Frank- 
lin, it  had  l)een  the  pride  of  American  chroniclers  to  proclaim, 
free  of  blemish.     There  were,  notwithstanding  this  reticence, 
of  blame,  some  particulars  which  in   the  life  of  the  Doctor 
even  the  fog  of  diplomatic  mystery  could  not  shield  from  the 
charge  of  errors  of  judgment,  if  not  of  morals.     What  circum- 
stances prevented  the  publication  of  the  second  volume,  which 
it  was  promised  should  contain  documentary  evidence  to  sus- 
tain the  charges  rehearsed  in  the  first,  we  are  left  in  ignorance 
of.     Whether  like  the  Reed  and  Cadwallader  pamphlet,  which 
destroyed  at  a  blow  the  immaculate  reputation   for  patriotism 
of  General  Joseph   Reed,  it  was  suppressed  by  family  ]>ride  ; 
or,  like  the  jMiblished  correspondence  of  Hamilton  concerning 
his  amour   with  Mrs.  Reynolds,    so  highly  prized  by  persons 
implicated,  that  the  <i!;eneral  public  could  never  procure  a  copy, 
or  whether  like  the  letters  of  John  Jay,  which   exhibited   him 
as  an   advocate  of  State  sovereignty,  the  promised  volume  of 
Izard's  letters  would   tai-nish   the  gloss   witli  which  time  and 
history   liave  concealed  the  foul  sports  on  some  revolutionary 
reputation  ;  of  all  this  we  have  now  only   conjecture,  with  its 
tantalizing  sugijestions,  to  satisfy  our  curiosity. 

Ralph  Izard,  detained  in  England  long  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  revolution  by  a  suit  in  Chancery,  was  a  sturdy 
re])ubli('an  aristocrat.     Tliis  paradox  was  often  exemplified  in 
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the  characters  of  Southern  phmters.  Too  proud  to  ac- 
knowledge a  superior,  their  very  haughtiness  had  a  levelling 
tendency,  but  their  desire  tor  reduction  only  reached  to  their 
own  level. 

Mr.  Izard,  who  was  much  courted  in  English  society,  as  the 
letters  of  Lord  Shelburne  and  Edmund  Burke  testity,  w^as 
often  importuned,  before  the  commencement  of  the  colonial 
difficulties,  to  consent  to  a  presentation  to  his  Majesty. 

This  he  as  often  firmly  declined,  alleging  that  his  princi- 
ples forbade  his  bending  his  knee  to  a  mere  mortal,  a  ceremony 
which  Court  etiquette  required.  The  communications  which, 
in  his  official  jjosition  he  made  to  Congress  from  Paris,  were 
suppressed  by  the  direction  of  Dr.  Franklin  and  Deane,  until 
they  had  been  able  to  anticipate  his  suggestions,  or  nullify  tlie 
effect  of  his  statements.  One  sentence  of  tlie  memoir  which 
preceeds  the  letters  in  the  volume  referred  to,  is  here  present- 
ed to  whet  the  curiosity  of  our  readers.  "The  motives  that 
actuated  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Deane  were  not  to  be  mis- 
taken. Should  tlie  publication  of  these  letters  be  continued — 
it  will  be  clearly  seen  that  the  public  good  was  constantly 
sacrificed  to  j^rivate  interest — and  it  was  not  agreeable  to  those 
gentlemen  to  have  so  clear-sighted  and  strictly  honest  a  wit- 
ness to  the  abuses  then  carrying  on  in  France." 


^  ^^-  Page  233. 

THE  SEVERITY  OF  THE    WHIGS— THE  CAUSE  OF 
THE  CRUELTY  OF  THE  BRITISH  TO  PRISONERS. 

Hatred  of  the  English  has  been  so  long  inculcated  by 
American  histories  of  the  Rsvolution,  as  an  important  ele- 
ment of  patriotism,  that  our  youth  grow  up  to  manhood  with 
the  belief  that  the  name  of  British  soldier  is  a  synonym  for 
everything  that  is  cruel,  as  that  of  American  is  an  insignia  of 
everything  that  is  humane. 

Inhumanity  was  practiced  on  both  sides  by  the  baser  indi- 
viduals in  command,  but  nothino-  is  more  certain  than  that  in 
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the  Carolinas  the  initiatory  step  in  cruelty  was  taken  by  the 
revohitionary  party.  This  fact  will  l)e  found  established  by 
recalling  tlie  brutal  whippings,  roasting,  tarring  and  feather- 
ing and  rail  riding,  which  made  Brown,  McGirth  and  Fan- 
ning such  sanguinary  friends. 

The  incidents  on  wliich  we  rely  for  this  position  are  nume- 
rous and  well  authenticated,  but  the  earliest  and  most  memora- 
ble are  those  which  are  here  narrated. 

The  Scotch  loyalists,  to  the  number  of  eight  hundred,  had 
some  time  after  their  defeat  under  Patrick  Cunningham,  once 
more  assembled  in  arms,  commanded  by  Colonel  Boyd,  of 
South  Carolina.  They  were  attacked  at  Kettle  Creek  in 
Georgia,  by  Colonels  Pickens,  Clarke  and  Dooley,  and  defeat- 
ed with  the  loss  of  more  than  half  their  number  in  killed, 
\vounded  and  prisoners.  The  prisoners  were  delivered  over  to 
the  civil  magistrate,  and  seventy  of  them  sentenced  to  sufier 
death  as  traitors.  All  but  five  of  them  were,  however,  pardon- 
ed, and  these,  to  the  shame  of  Southern  justice,  and  the  horror 
of  mankind,  were  hung. 

Prisoners  of  war,  and  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  which  a 
surrender  acquires,  the  right  to  trv  and  condemn  these  men 
had  been  abandoned  by  their  admittal  to  capitulation.  But 
as  a  matter  of  policy  what  a  fatal  mistake — for  every  one  of 
these  poor  victims  of  popular  wrath  who  sufltered  on  this 
occasion,  the  enemy  hung  scores,  and  fortified  their  right  by 
this  precedent.  These  unhappy  men,  executed  as  traitors, 
deemed  it  treason  not  to  fight  for  a  government  to  which  they 
had  always  owed  allegiance,  and  were  no  more  culpable  ac- 
cording to  the  law-  of  nations,  than  a  Protestant  for  refusing 
to  Worship  at  a  Catholic  shrine.  Another  crime  of  tiie  same 
character  was  perpetrated  in  the  execution  of  Tweed  and 
Groundwater,  who  were  taken  at  Charleston  in  1779,  in  the 
act  of  going  over  to  the  enemy,  and  being  tried  under  a  sedi- 
tion act,  ])assed  by  the  general  assembly  for  the  special  pur- 
pose of  their  conviction,  were  sentenced  to  be  executed. 
Great  interest  says  Moidtric  was  exerted  for  the  pardon  of 
Groundwater,  l)ut  as  the  inhabitants  strongly  suspected  that, 
lie  was  implicated  in  the  burning  of  that  part  of  the  city  on 
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the  north  end  of  the  Bay  called  Trott's  Point,  of  which,  how- 
ever, there  was  not  the  slightest  proof,  tliey  were  so  mncli  exas- 
perated that  Monltrie  says  the  men  were  hung  to  appease  the 
people.  Colonel  C.  C.  Pinckney,  in  a  letter  of  that  date,  filled 
with  the  most  humane  and  generous  sentiments  says  :  "  The 
haTiging  of  the  two  poor  fellows  (Tweed  and  Groundwater) 
yesterday,  who  suffered  perliaps  from  mistaken  lynnciples — as 
in  my  humble  opinion  they  did — the  mortifications  and 
miseries  of  death  amidst  a  gaping  crowd,  occasions  so  pungent 
a  sorrow  to  some  dispositions,  that  it  requires  much  time  to 
get  the  better  of  it. 

"  The  sad  spectacle,  and  the  necessary  reflections  thereon,  with 
respect  to  the  evil  consequences  that  may  possibly  arise  from 
retaliation^  and  which  I  think  might  have  been  avoided  with- 
out hurting  the  cause  we  are  struggling  for,  makes  many  seri- 
ous countenances.  But  though  I  much  fear  it,  God  grant 
they  may  be  the  last  examples  of  this  kind,  for  surely,  be- 
tween you  and  I,  whilst  the  enemy  forhear  to  make  similar 
examples,  common  policy  ought  to  direct  us  to  be  passive 
therein."  The  sad  forebodings  of  this  intelligent  and  humane 
gentleman  had  a  terrible  realization.  It  will  be  seen  that 
prior  to  this  execution  for  '  mistaken  opinions,'  the  British 
had  refrained  from  punishing  rebellion  with  death,  and  that 
when  Colonel  Hayne  was  condemned  for  '  going  over  to  the 
enemy,'  after  having  sworn  to  maintain  allegiance  to  the 
crown,  the  British  cited  this  and  other  similar  cases  as  prece- 
dents for  his  execution  three  years  after  their  occurrence. 
Observe  the  fatal  steps  of  this  terrible  blunder — this  worse 
than  crime : 

First.  After  the  arrest  of  Tweed  and  Groundwater,  it  was 
necessary  to  pass  a  law  construing  a  deed  already  performed 
to  be  a  crime  punishable  with  death. 

Second.  The  prisoners  were  exercising  the  undoubted  right 
of  selecting  the  side  to  which  their  '  mistaken  opinions'  led 
them,  having  never  engaged  in  service  with  the  opposing 
party. 

Third.  They  were  finally  put  to  death  contrary  to  the  judg- 
raent  and  desire  of  the  more  enlightened  leaders  of  the  Whigs, 

3o 
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because  their  luiii'der  was  deniaiided  by  a  vindictive  and  igno- 
rant populace  ;  or  according  to  the  naive  confession  of  General 
Moultrie — in  order  'to  appease  the  people.' 

In  earnestly  searching  for  the  causes  of  the  appalling  cruel- 
ties which  ensued  during  the  four  succeeding  years,  we  cannot 
escape  the  conclusion,  that  the  execution  of  these  unha[)py 
men,  because  they  differed  in  opinion,  is  chief  among  them. 
Political  opinions  may  be  the  necessity  and  life  of  a  high  and 
noble  conscience,  as  surely  as  the  sacred  tenets  of  religion  are 
to  many  a  sincere  and  loyal  heart,  they  are  indissoluldy 
joined.  Yet  while  civilized  nations  have  by  conmion  consenr 
abandoned  all  restraint  upon  one,  they  continue  to  persecute 
tlie  other  with  the  tierce  malignity  of  the  barbarous  ages. 

Ramsay  narrates  tliat  after  the  surrender  of  the  loyalists  at 
King's  Mountain,  tlie  Wliig  militia  leaders  permitted  ten  of 
those  who  had  surrendered  ai  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  hanged 
l)y  tlie  soldiers.  They  were  provoked  to  this  h\  the  severity 
of  the  British  who  had  lately  hanged  a  great  number  of 
Americans  at  Camden,  Ninety-Six  and  Augusta. 

And  the  British  excused  the  executions  at* Camden,  Ninety- 
Six  and  Augusta,  by  adducing  the  precedent  set  by  the 
Americans  in  hanging  live  prisoners  of  war  taken  at  Kettle 
Creek. 

'•  The  Whig  militia  alleged  that  the  men  who  suffered  on 
tliis  occasion,  were  guilty  of  crimes  for  which  their  lives  were 
forfeited  by  the  laws  of  the  land." 

We  cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  our  surprise  tluit  Dr. 
Ttauisay  should  plead  the  unsustained  allegation  of  these 
hiwless  aiul  -violent  men,  as  a  palliation  for  tlie  hanging  of 
])i'is<)ners  of  war,  a  condition  which  has  been  considered 
sacred  by  all  civilized  nations. 

After  the  surrender  of  Fort  Motte  and  its  garrison,  Mith  the 
usiimI  pledges  of  the  immunities  of  capitulation  for  all  persons, 
comi»osing  it.  Gen.  Marion  was  informed  while  at  dinner  with 
the  British  officers  that  his  men  were  hanging  the  tories. 

Xothing  ever  shocked  this  noble  hearted  soldier  like  breach 
of  faith,  and  rising  from  the  table  he  rushed  out  followed  by 
his  guests,  among  whom  was  Colonel  Ilorry,  who  narrates  the 
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storv.  ''  On  turning  the  corner  of  the  garden  whicli  conceal- 
ed their  cruel  deeds,  we  discovered  a  sight  shocking  to 
humanity,  a  poor  man  hanging  to  the  beam  of  the  gate  in  the 
agonies  of  death.  'Cut  him  down,'  'Cut  him  down,'  cried 
the  General  as  soon  as  he  got  near  enough  to  be  heard,  which 
was  instantly  done.  '  In  the  name  of  God  what  are  you  about 
here.'  '  Only  hanging  a  few  tories  sir,'  replied  Captain  Harri- 
son of  Lee's  Legion.  '  And  who  gave  you  a  right  to  touch  the 
tories.'  To  this  young  McCorde  of  the  same  corps  replied 
that  it  was  only  three  or  four  rascals  of  them  that  they  meant 
to  hang,  and  that  they  did  not  suppose  the  General  would 
mind  that." 

No  language  could  be  stronger  than  that  in  which  General 
Marion  rebuked  what  he  fitly  termed  the  murder  of  three  men 
already  dead.  The  case  of  Levi  Smith,  who  was  so  timely  cut 
down,  is  an  illustration  of  the  cruel  vengeance  which  incited 
almost  all  these  murders  of  prisoners.  McCorde  had  made 
an  oath  to  kill  this  Smith  for  searching  the  person  of  his 
mother,  as  she  passed  the  gate  of  Charleston,  at  which  Smith 
was  stationed  as  a  guard  to  prevent  the  removal  of  goods, 
which  was  constantly  practiced  by  females  who  secreted  them 
on  their  persons.  McCorde  had  perhaps  been  deprived  of  the 
cloth  for  an  uniform  by  Smith  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  ; 
and  for  this  crime  he  was  eager  to  murder  a  man  who  had  sur- 
rendered as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

"After  the  surrender  of  Charleston,  rapine,  murder  and 
outrage  became  the  common  order  of  life,  for  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  subduing  the  rebellion,  the  King's  m.en  pursued  the 
Congress  men^  with  the  most  frightful  malignity.  Many 
houses  were  burned,  and  many  people  murdered,  and  num- 
bers were  obliged  either  to  entirely  abandon  tlieir  houses  or  to 
sleep  in  the  woods  and  swamps.  Matters  remained  in  this 
situation  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  year  after  the  surrender 
of  Charleston.  When  General  Greene  returned  to  South 
Carolina  in  the  Spring  of  1781,  everything  was  reversed.  In 
a  few  weeks  he  dispossessed  the  British  of  all  tlieir  posts  in 
the  upper  country,  and  the  exasperated  Whigs,  once  more 
su)~)erior,  returned  to  their  homes,  and  generally   found  oidy 
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starving  families  and  desolate  plantations.  To  reimburse  their 
losses  and  to  gratitj  revenge  they  in  their  turn  hegan  to  2)lun- 
der  and  to  murder.  The  country  was  again  laid  waste  by  the 
Whigs,  and  private  dwellings  frequently  stained  with  the 
blood  of  husbands  and  fathers  inhumanly  shed  in  the  presence 
of  their  wives  and  children." 

General  Moultrie  narrates  the  pi'ogress  of  the  reign  of  cruel- 
ty in  the  simple  and  convincing  language  of  an  honest  chroni- 
cler of  events  which  he  witnessed.  "  Those  in  favor  of  Con- 
gress took  such  articles  as  they  needed  from  their  neighbors  by 
the  gentle  force  called  impressment,  evading  the  charge  of 
robbery,  by  giving  a  certificate  payable  in  Continental  bills. 
When  the  Tories  however  impressed  goods  for  their  suste- 
nance or  convenience,  it  was  styled  rank  robbery,  for  they  had 
none  of  those  valuable  notes,  of  which  it  required  a  bushel  to 
purchase  a  moderate  dinner. 

Each  party  oppressed  the  other  as  much  as  they  possibly 
could,  which  raised  their  inveteracy  to  so  great  a  height  that 
they  carried  on  the  war  with  savage  cruelty ;  although  they 
had  been  friends,  neighbors  and  brothers,  they  had  no  feeling 
for  each  other,  and  no  principles  of  humanity  left.  The  con- 
duct of  these  two  parties  was  a  disgrace  to  humanity,  and  it 
may  with  safety  be  said  that  they  destroyed  mo7'e  prop- 
erty and  shed  more  American  Hood  than  the  tohole  British 
a/rmyP 

Colonel  Grierson,  who  commanded  a  fort  of  the  same  name 
at  Augusta,  wliich  he  had  defended  with  undaunted  courage 
was  coni])elled  at  last  to  surrender.  There  was  no  stain  of 
cruelty  upon  his  name,  yet  while  sitting  in  a  hut,  surrounded 
by  his  children,  whither  he  had  been  conducted  immediately 
after  the  battle,  he  was  murdered  by  a  wretch  Mdio  galloped 
up  on  horseback,  and  shot  liim  in  the  midst  of  his  family. 

The  miserable  palliation  for  this  assassination  trumped  up 
afterwards,  was  that  Colonel  Grierson  had  caused  the  father  of 
the  murderer  to  run  behind  his  horse  for  forty  miles  after 
being  taken  prisoner.  The  relatives  of  several  hundred  Bri- 
tish prisoners  taken  by  Morgan  at  Cowpens,  had  the  same  in- 
centive  to  reveuire,  for  he   ran  them  throuirh  tlie  woods  and 
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swamps  for  more  than  one  hundred  miles,  as  long  as  the  pow- 
ers of  nature  would  endure. 

Colonel  Lee  sajs  in  his  memoirs,  that  not  only  was  Colonel 
Grierson  assassinated,  but  several  of  his  comrades  suffered  the 
same  fate,  and  that  it  was  the  determination  of  the  militia  to 
have  sacriUced  every  man  taken  prisoner,  and  this  intention 
was  with  great  difficulty  frustrated. 
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CAPTAm  McKOY  and  COLONEL  BEOWN. 

One  dark  transaction  attributed  by  history  to  the  partisan 
leader,  Colonel  Brown,  bears  the  elements  in  its  narration  by 
different  authors  of  confutation  of  its  truth,  or  at  least  yields 
evidence,  which  gratifies  us  with  the  hope  that  one  horrible 
atrocity  the  less  may  be  attributed  to  mankind.  After  tlie  re- 
pulse of  Clark,  and  his  company  of  fierce  mountaineers  at  the 
seige  of  Augusta — an  enterprise  undertaken  by  a  race  of  men 
the  most  unfitted  of  all  others  for  the  slow  operations  of  at- 
tack on  fortified  positions — numbers  of  small  bands  of  adven- 
turers roved  along  the  district  bordering  the  Savannah,  eager 
for  plunder  or  revenge.  One  of  the  most  successful  and  ac- 
tive of  these  parties  was  commanded  by  Captain  McKoy,  who 
having  collected  a  few  of  these  wild  spirits,  sallied  out  from 
his  swamp  retreats  upon  such  companies  of  the  enemy,  as  his 
position  and  numbers  gave  him  the  advantage  in  attacking. 
Frequently  and  rapidly  changing  his  lurking  places,  he  was 
often  able  to  make  prizes  of  the  boats  which  carried  supplies 
for  the  garrison  at  Augusta,  without  the  hazard  of  serious  loss. 
After  several  captures  of  this  kind.  Brown  detached  a  Lieuten- 
ant Kemp  with  a  force  of  about  fifty  men,  to  attack  McKoy 
and  his  band  in  their  fastnesses. 

The  wily  partisan  was  however  too  adroit  and  wakeful  to  be 
surprised,  and  succeeded,  from  his  ambush  at  Mathews  Bkiff,  in 
routing  and  dispersing  the  entire  party,  after  killing  Kemp 
and  fifteen  of  his  men.  Tliis  repulse  aroused  the  fierce  ener- 
gies of  the  vindictive  Brown,  who  immediately  marched  with 
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nearly  his  whole  force,  aided  by  one  hundred  of  his  old  friends, 
the  Indians,  who  scoured  the  woods  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of 
McKoy's  men  should  they  attempt  to  escape.  Sufficient  time 
had,  however,  elapsed  for  the  reinforcement  of  McKoy  by 
Colonel  Harden,  with  some  of  the  militia  enlisted  in  the  adja- 
cent country,  but  their  bravery  in  resisting  the  overpowering 
force  of  the  British,  was  only  rewarded  with  a  total  defeat. 
The  combined  forces  of  McKoy  and  Harden  were  dispersed, 
and  doubtless  the  usual  horrors  of  gibbet  and  massacre  by 
bullet  and  steel  accompanied  the  discomfiture.  To  punish  the 
audacity  of  the  Carolinians  for  defending  their  firesides,  and 
in  revenge  for  some  of  the  more  savage  acts  of  the  partisan 
bands,  BroM'u  laid  waste  the  settlements  on  the  banks  of  the 
Savannah  for  forty  miles  above  and  below  Augusta,  and  for 
many  miles  across  the  country.  They  stripped  the  inhabi- 
tants, both  men  and  women,  of  their  clothes,  amid  the  severities 
of  winter,  turned  them  out  of  doors,  and  burned  their  houses. 
All  this  atrocious  cruelty  had,  however,  no  other  result  than  to 
send  back  McKoy  to  his  old  station  on  the  Savannah,  as  soon 
as  the  first  blast  of  the  enemies'  rage  had  swept  by  with  fiercer 
and  more  active  energy.  Ho  had  the  ability  to  collect  a  con- 
siderable numV)er  of  the  inhabitants  under  his  command,  and 
the  good  fortune  to  intercept  most  of  the  supplies  for  the  gar- 
rison at  Augusta. 

Dr.  Ramsay  says  that  Mcl\oy  pursued  his  bush  fighting  un- 
til after  the  surrender  of  Brown,  at  Augusta,  when  he  was 
permitted  by  the  guard  which  surrounded  the  tory  Colonel  to 
protect  him  from  the  late  of  Colonel  Grierson,  to  address  the 
prisoners  in  a  spcc'ch,  wliich  the  historian  preserves  verbatim. 
"  Colonel  Brown,  in  the  late  day  of  your  prosperity,  I  visited 
your  canijj,  and  on  my  knees  supplicated  for  the  lite  of  my 
son,  but  you  were  deaf  to  my  entreaties.  You  hanged  him, 
though  a  beardless  boy,  before  my  face.  These  eyes  have  seen 
him  scalped  by  the  savages  under  your  immediate  command, 
aiul  for  no  bettor  reason  than  that  his  name  was  McKoy.  As 
you  are  now  a  prisoner  to  the  leaders  of  my  country,  for  the 
present  I  lay  aside  all  thoughts  of  revenge,  but  when  you  re- 
sume your  sword    I    will   ^o  five   hundred   miles  to  demand 
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satisfaction  at  tlie  point  of  it  for  the  morder  of  my  son." 
This  iine  specimen  of  rhetoric,  wliich  smacks  of  the  schohir's 
pen,  more  than  of  a  nigo:ed  back  wood  man's  tongne,  is  put  by 
Moultrie,  Garden  and  Lee  into  the  mouth  of  Mrs.  McKoy, 
widow  and  motlier*  of  the  two  McKcn'S.  Another  reason  to 
doubt  the  authenticity  of  this  address  is  tlie  difficulty  in  be- 
lieving that  tlie  crafty  Indian  tighter.  Captain  McKoy,  would 
ever  so  far  forget  his  caution,  as  to  trust  himself  within  the 
grasp  of  the  grim  old  toiw.  Colonel  Brown.  If  he  did,  and  re- 
turned scatheless,  the  fact  belies  the  stories  of  Brown's  merci- 
less vindictiveness,  who  assuredly  would  not  have  hanged  the 
beardless  son  while  he  let  his  iierce  old  enemy,  the  father, 
leave  his  camp  unharmed. 

But  Colonel  Horry  does  not  j^resent  to  us  the  picture  of  an 
innocent  and  blooming  youth  in  young  McKoy,  but  portrays 
a  tough,  though  rather  precocious  fighter,  who,  he  says,  had  shot 
many  a  gallant  Englishman  from  his  ambush  by  the  river  as 
the  unsuspe(,'ting  wretch  was  toiling  at  his  oar.  ISTor  does  he 
agree  with  Ramsay  about  the  death  of  these  interesting  per- 
sonages. 

The  gentle  education  of  the  youth,  he  insinuates,  was  im- 
proved by  the  dying  advice  with  which  ('aptain  McKoy  ex- 
horted his  son,  when  lying  mortally  wounded,  after  one  of 
the  murderous  affrays  between  neighbors,  which  formed 
the  pastimes  of  those  days.  It  is  the  mother,  according  to 
Horry's  account,  avIio  hastens  to  Augusta  and  pleads  for 
the  life  of  the  beardless  boy,  who,  however  liad  shot  to 
death  so  many  tall  and  shapely  men.  Tlie  speech  attribut- 
ed by  Ramsay  to  Captain  McKoy,  and  by  Moultrie  and 
Lee  to  his  wife,  would  not  be  appropriate  to  the  story  as  rela- 
ted by  Colonel  Horry,  but  the  opportunity  for  rhetorical 
pathos  was  too  good  to  be  lost,  and  therefore  such  a  rare 
philosophical  essay  upon  life  and  death,  is  put  into  the  mouth 
of  this  rude  mountaineer  of  fifteen  years,  as  would  not  have 
disgraced  Socrates  or  Bayard. 

That  somebody  of  the  name  of  McKoy  was  hung,  is  proba- 
ble, but  that  either  father  or  son  were  ever  guilty  of  releasing 
a  tory  under  the  same  circumstances,  is  less  than  probable. 
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On  tlie  memorv  of  Colonel  Brown  clings  many  a  dark  and 
gory  stain  ;  yet,  of  excessive  crnelty  in  this  instance,  the  con- 
flicting testimony  leaves  ns  room  for  incredulity.  There  is  little 
doubt  that  the  young  victim  of  Colonel  Brown's  wa-atli  was 
the  identical  personage  who  so  stoutly  resisted  General 
Marion's  commands  regarding  the  hanging  of  tory  prisoners. 
Colonel  [lorry  narrates  the  attempted  murder  of  a  prisoner 
named  Smith,  by  a  person  whom  he  styles  young  McCord. 
The  incident  is  narrated  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 


TV 
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DAVID  McGIRTH. 

The  Southern  mobs  sowed  their  dragon  teeth  in  good  soil,  a 
thousand  armed  and  angry  men  sprang  from  every  whipping 
post  and  gibbet,  and  the  bloody  harvest  reaped  long  after  was 
the  product  of  their  own  culture.  Scourged  almost  to  the 
limit  where  the  scornfnl  soul  rejects  the  mangled  body  as  its 
tenement,  David  McGirth  left  the  hands  of  the  pitiless  re- 
volutionary lictors,  changed  from  a  zealous  Whig  to  a  venge- 
ful Tory — a  man  of  mild  and  generous  character  tortured 
into  a  malignant  fiend. 

Many  a  l)urning  dwelling,  many  a  bleeding  corpse,  marked 
tlie  patli  of  his  vengeance,  and  the  deep  solitudes  of  the  dark 
pine  woods,  and  the  gloomy  shades  of  the  Cypress  Swamp  hid 
the  mouldering  form  of  many  a  father  and  husband,  for  whose 
return  the  wife  and  children  watched  through  winter's  storm 
and  summer's  biirning  days,  in  vain.  No  seed  germinates  so 
rapidly,  nor  is  any  endowed  with  such  proliiic  energy  as 
crnelty.  The  long  harvest  of  midnight  assassination  ;  of  noc- 
turnal conflagration  ;  of  sacriflces  upon  the  gibbet,  and  deaths 
1)V  l)ullet  and  steel  in  the  Carolinas  were  the  le<ritimate  oft- 
spring  of  the  cruel  deeds  of  Regulators  of  Secret  Committees, 
and  of  infuriated  mobs. 

Dr.  Ramsay  says  :  "  It  was  computed  that  the  single  district 
of  Ninety-Six  contained  fourteen  hundred  widows  and  or- 
phans, made  sucli  by  the  cruel  barbarities  of  partisan  warfare. 
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Mr.  Toujn,  Governor  of  the  loyal  province  of  East  Florida, 
granted  a  connnission  of  Colonel  to  a  horse  thief  of  the  name 
of  McGirth,  who,  at  the  head  of  a  party,  had  for  several  jeRvs 
harrassed  the  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  By 
his  frequent  incursions  he  had  amassed  a  large  property,  which 
he  deposited  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Augustine.  After  peace 
was  proclaimed,  he  carried  on  the  same  practices  against  his 
former  protectors  in  East  Florida,  till  they  were  obliged  in 
self-defence  to  raise  the  Royal  Militia  of  the  province  to  op- 
pose him." 

No  wild  beast  that  haunts  the  forest  had  been  hunted  with 
keener  sagacity  or  more  eager  pursuit  than  McGirth,  through 
the  long  years  of  the  revohitionary  war,  and  now  that  peace 
had  come,  his  late  friends  turned  upon  him  with  a  vindictive- 
ness  no  less  fierce.  At  last  surprised,  or  overwhelmed  by  the 
number  of  his  foes,  he  was  taken  like  some  grim  old  toothless 
wolf,  caged  in  a  dungeon  for  five  years ;  his  property,  the  pro- 
duct of  midnight  plunder  and  assassination  confiscated,  and 
he  at  length  turned  loose  only  to  return  to  his  old  haunts  in 
South  Carolina,  to  die.  Yet  McGirth's  band  was  not  always 
cruel,  indeed  the  conduct  of  British  dragoons  in  the  regular 
service  was  often  so  atrocious  as  to  make  the  conduct  of  the 
tories  seem  deeds  of  mercy  compared  to  them. 

Eliza  Wilkinson  narrates  the  plunder  and  violence  perpetra- 
ted l^y  British  Cavalry,  the  story  of  which  has  been  transfer- 
red to  these  pages,  and  as  a  comparison  of  Tory  and  British 
treatment  of  Whig  families,  we  will  permit  her  to  continue 
the  narration  : 

"  The  2d  of  June  (1779)  two  men  rode  up  to  our  house,  one 
had  a  green  leaf,  the  other  a  red  string  in  his  hat ;  this  made 
us  suspect  them  as  S])ies  (for  we  heard  McGirth's  men  wore 
such  things  in  their  hats.)  Well  says  one,  do  you  know  Mc- 
Girth will  be  along  presently  with  two  hundred  men ;  you 
may  expect  him  in  an  hour  or  two." 

"  Why  (said  my  friend  Miss  Samuels)  if  Colonel  McGirth 
should  come  I  hope  he  won't  act  ungenteelly,  as  he  will  find 
none  but  helpless  women  here,  wdio  never  injured  him."  "  Oh  ! 
says  one,  he'll  only  take  your  clothes  and  negroes  from  you." 

4d 
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On  the  tliird  of  June  occnirred  the  scene  of  terror  for  these 
unhappy  women,  Avliich  is  narrated  elsewhere  in  this  vohime, 
and  on  tlie  same  day  after  tlie  departure  of  tlie  Britisli  plun- 
derers, another  party  of  men  was  observed  ap})roaching  the 
house.  Miss  Samuels  addressed  them  at  the  door :  "  If  you 
are  friends,  Ibec;  you  will  go  away,  unless  you  are  able  to  pro- 
tect us,  for  we  have  been  very  ill-used  Ijy  a  party  of  British 
dragoons  to-day,  and  if  you  are  enemies  I  can  assure  you 
there  is  nothing  left  worth  your  taking,  as  the  house  was 
plundered  this  morning  by  them."  One  of  them  dismounted, 
and  said  he  must  go  in  and  see  what  was  in  the  house  for 
all  that.  These  were  a  large  party  of  McGirth's  men. 
When  I  saw  they  did  not  behave  in  that  outrageous  manner 
the  others  had  done,  I  ventured  to  approach  the  house,  and 
went  in. 

One  of  the  men,  on  seeing  Miss  Samuels  quit  the  house, 
jumped  from  his  horse,  and  swore  we  should  have  nothing 
taken  from  us.  He  ran  in  and  brought  out  the  old  man  l)y 
the  shoulders,  who  vehemently  declared  he  had  no  intention 
of  taking  anything  from  us,  and  to  prove  that  he  would  rather 
give  than  take  from  us  he  went  to  liis  horse,  and  loosing  a 
great  quantity  of  yarn  (which  I  dare  say  he  had  plundered) 
brought  it  and  gave  it  to  my  sister.  They  then  made  many 
inquiries  for  the  house  of  Mr.  Morton  "Wilkinson,  asserting 
that  they  had  orders  to  burn  it.  "  If  you  go  there,"  said  I, 
"  l^ou  can't  Und  it  in  your  heart  to  execute  your  orders,  there 
you'll  find  no  less  than  seven  small  children,  you  could  not  be 
so  cruel  as  to  turn  them  out  of  the  house,  sure." 

"  Well,"  said  he,  "  we  won't  go,  women  and  children  can't 
help  what  the  "men  do."  "  Yery  true,"  said  I,  "  but  yet  you  see 
what  destruction  has  been  made  here.  They  came  into  the 
house,  and  expressed  much  concern  for  us,  and  abused  the  Brit- 
ish much. 

These  men  actually  reported  the  outrage  to  the  Britisli 
commander,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  the  narration  of  this  affair 
in  another  part  of  these  notes,  that  if  we  may  believe  the 
story  of  one  of  them,  the  perpetrators  received  a  severe 
punishment.     Mrs.  Wilkinson  adds,  "  I  mention  all  these  cir- 
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cnmstances  tliat  yon  may  see  with  how  much  more  humanity 
McGirth's  men  treated  us  to  wliat  the  British  did,  yet  we  had 
a  most  dreadful  account  of  his  gang,  that  they  were  worse 
than  savages,  and  committed  every  kind  of  outrage.  To  tell 
the  truth,  they  behaved  to  us  more  like  friends  than  enemies 
when  they  saw  our  distress."  How  far  McGirth  himself 
would  have  authorized  this  lenity  had  he  been  present,  is  only 
matter  of  conjecture,  but  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  his  men  would 
hardly  be  more  humane  than  their  leader. 
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COLONEL  WEBSTER. 

This  generous  foe  had  the  happiness  to  acquire  tlie  admira- 
tion of  his  enemies  in  a  degree  only  equalled  by  the  esteem  of 
his  friends.  The  fortune  of  war  preserved  him  through  a 
situation  of  the  most  appalling  danger,  only  to  leave  him  a 
victim  to  its  wrath  on  an  occasion  where  personal  hazard 
seemed  less  than  insigniticant.  Colonel  Lee's  narration  of 
both  events  is  so  graphic  and  so  clear  that  the  reader  can  ask 
for  notliing  better  than  its  entire  transcription  to  tliese  pages. 
Lee's  cavalry  liad  crossed  Reedy  Fork,  and  formed  in  the  rear 
of  the  infantry  and  militia,  wlio  were  drawn  up  in  line  paral- 
lel with  the  creek,  to  contest  its  passage  by  the  Britisli.  The 
British  van  appeared,  and  after  a  halt  for  a  few  minutes  on 
the  opposite  bank,  descended  the  hill  approaching  the  water, 
where,  receiving  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  rifles,  it  fell 
back,  and  quickly  re-ascending,  was  rallied  on  the  margin  of 
the  bank.  Here  a  field  otiicer  rode  up  and  in  a  loud  voice,  ad- 
dressing his  soldiers,  he  ruslied  down  the  hill  at  their  head, 
our  fire  meanwhile  pouring  upon  him,  and  plunged  into  the 
water. 

In  the  woods  occupied  by  the  riflemen,  stood  an  old  log 
school-house,  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  ford.  The  mud  stufted 
between  the  logs  had  mostly  fallen  out,  and  the  openings 
admitted  the  use  of  rifles  with  ease.  In  this  house  twenty- 
five  select  marksmen  of  King's  Mountain  Militia  were  posted 
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by  Lee,  with  orders  to  forego  takinsr  aii)-  part  in  the  general 
resistance,  but  to  hold  themselves  in  reserve  for  particular  ob- 
jects. The  leading  officer  plunging  in  the  water,  attracted 
general  notice,  and  the  school-house  party,  recollecting  its 
order,  singled  him  out  as  its  mark. 

The  stream  being  deep,  and  the  bottom  rugged  he  advanced 
slowly,  his  soldiers  on  each  side  of  him,  and  apparently  some 
of  them  holding  his  stirrup  leathers.  This  select  party  o* 
marksmen  discharged  their  rifles  at  him,  one  by  one,  each  man 
sure  of  knocking  him  over,  and  having  reloaded,  eight  or  nine 
of  them  emptied  their  guns  a  second  time  at  the  same  object. 
The  twenty-hve  riflemen  were  selected  from  their  superior  ex- 
cellence as  marksmen.  It  was  no  uncommon  amusement 
among  them,  to  put  an  apple  on  the  point  of  a  ramrod,  and 
holding  it  in  the  hand  with  the  arm  extended,  to  permit  their 
comrades,  known  to  be  expert,  to  tire  at  it,  when  many  balls 
would  pass  through  the  apple,  and  yet  Colonel  Webster, 
mounted  upon  a  stout  horse,  slowly  moving  through  a  deep 
water-course  within  point  blank  shot,  was  singled  out  by  this 
party,  who  tired  sereatim  thirty-two  or  three  times  at  him,  and 
neither  struck  him  or  his  horse.  Escaped  from  a  situation  of 
such  terrible  peril,  Webster  soon  formed  his  troops,  and  ad- 
vanced u]:)on  us. 

"  At  last  General  Greene,  beginning  to  feel  firmly  seated  in 
his  saddle,  determined  to  pause  in  some  favorable  position,  and 
give  battle  to  the  enemy,  harrassed  and  furious  at  their  long 
pursuit  of  a  fleeing  army,  always  one  day's  march  in  advance 
At  Guildford  Court-IIouse  crossing,  Greene  had  selected  and 
occupied  his  position.  In  the  advance  of  the  British,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Webster  took  his  part  with  his  usual  ability — 
moving  upon  the  Virginia  militia  who  were  not  so  advan- 
tageously posted  as  their  comrades  of  North  Carolina,  yet 
gave  every  indication  of  maintaining  their  ground  witli  ob- 
stinacy. Colonel  Stevens,  to  give  efficacy  to  this  temper,  and 
stung  with  the  recollection  of  their  inglorious  flight  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Camden,  had  placed  a  line  of  sentinels  in  his  rear,  witli 
orders  to  shoot  every  man  that  flinched. 

When  the  enemy  came  witliin  long  sliot,  the  American  line 
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by  order,  began  to  lire.  Undismayed,  the  British  continued  to 
advance,  and  having  reached  a  proper  distance,  discharged 
their  pieces,  and  rent  the  air  with  shouts.  To  our  infinite  dis. 
tress  and  mortification,  the  North  Carolina  rnilitia  took  to 
flighty  a  few  only  of  Eaton's  brigade  excepted,  who  chmg  to 
tlie  mihtia  under  Chirke,  which  with  the  legion  manfully 
maintained  their  ground.  Having  broken  the  first  line  of  the 
American  army,  Colonel  Webster  hastening  over  the  ground 
lately  occupied  by  the  Virginia  militia,  sought  with  zeal  the 
Continental  line,  and  presently  approached  its  right  wing, 
where  was  posted  the  first  regiment  of  Maryland,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Gunby.  The  enemy  rushed  into  close  fire,  but 
was  so  firmly  received  by  this  body  of  veterans,  that  with 
equal  rapidity  he  was  obliged  to  retire.  Re-crossing  the  ravine 
in  his  rear,  Webster  occupied  an  advantageous  height  waiting 
for  the  approach  of  the  rest  of  the  line,  beyond  whose  support 
his  impetuous  charge  had  a  long  distance  carried  him.  Rest- 
ed by  the  delay,  and  reinforced  by  the  advance  of  the  support- 
ing line,  Webster  again  crossed  the  ravine,  and  attacked  the 
Virginians  under  Colonel  Hawes,  now  supported  by  Kirk- 
wood's  Delaware  company. 

The  enemy  had  now  suffered  severely,  and  liad  General 
Greene  known  how  badly  its  forces  were  crippled,  he  would 
certainly  have  continued  the  conflict,  and  in  all  probability, 
have  made  it  a  drawn  day,  if  not  a  victory.  But,  ignorant  of 
this  fact,  and  finding  Webster  returned  to  battle,  O'Hara,  with 
his  rallied  guards  in  line,  and  Leslie  with  the  Seventy-first 
sup])orting  them  on  the  right,  General  Greene  persevered  in 
his  resolution,  and  ordered  a  retreat.  Here,  late  in  the  day, 
and  while  the  enemy  was  retiring.  Colonel  Webster  must  have 
received  his  death  wound. 

Of  the  exact  })eriod  of  the  battle,  when  it  occurred,  we  are 
left  to  conjecture.  Lamb,  a  British  Sergeant  in  Webster's  bri- 
gade, who  was  present  in  the  battle,  and  has  left  in  his  memoirs 
some  particulars  of  liis  personal  cognizance  of  events,  is  silent 
on  tha,t  head.  It  is  certain,  however,  tliat  lie  was  active  up  to  the 
last  of  the  contest,  which  would  have  been  impossible  while  suf- 
ering  from  a  wound  which  termiiiated  that  life  in  a  few  days. 
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which  had  been  preserved  through  dangers  so  much  more  appall- 
ing. 

On  the  morning  after  tlie  storming  of  Stony  Point,  its  bat- 
teries were  turned  upon  the  redoubt  across  the  river  on  Ver- 
phmk's  Point,  which  post,  commanded  by  Colonel  Webster,  was 
completely  overlooked  ])y  them. 

Yet  the  skill  and  courage  with  which  he  defended  his  infe- 
rior position,  combined  w^ith  the  difficulty  of  crossing,  and  tlie 
dangers  of  assaulting  a  foe  now  fully  warned  of  the  design, 
compelled  the  abandonment  of  the  strong  fortification  of 
Stony  Point,  ahiiost  worthless  to  the  Americans,  without 
possession  of  Yerplank's. 


-^^'  Page  309. 

ESCAPE  OF  WASHINGTON   FROM  YOEK  ISLAND. 

The  danger  so  providentially  escaped  after  the  battle  of 
Long  Island,  has  received  its  full  measure  of  attention  from 
historians,  but  it  excites  our  surprise  that  the  escape  of  the 
beleaguered  army  from  York  Island,  should  have  met  with  so 
little.  The  imminent  danger  of  the  position,  the  seizure  of 
the  fortunate  moment  for  retreat,  and  the  unaccountable  tardi- 
ness of  the  enemy  in  executing  the  skillful  measures  adopted 
for  the  capture  of  the  entire  American  Army,  are  calculated 
to  overwhelm  us  with  equal  astonishment  and  gratification. 

General  Howe,  finding  the  Americans  too  strongly  posted 
on  York  Island  to  be  safely  attacked  in  their  front,  along  East 
River,  executed  another  fiaidc  movement,  which  needed  but 
celerity  of  action,  in  addition  to  its  correctness  of  design,  to 
have  given  him  the  reputation  of  genius.  Leaving  Lord  Perc3% 
with  a  body  of  troops,  on  Long  Island,  opposite  the  position  of 
the  Americans,  he  embarked  the  principal  part  of  his  army  in 
flat-boats,  passed  safely  through  the  dangerous  straits  of  Ilell- 
Gate,  and  landed  them  by  a  most  fortuitous  blunder  for  his  foe, 
on  the  long  peninsula  of  Throgg's  Neck.  Three  hours  march 
would  have  placed  his  army  in  an  almost  unassailable  position, 
had   it  been  landed    a    mile  or    two   below,  and  Washington 
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would  liave  been  compelled  to  iiii;ht  a  battle  under  the  greatest 
disadvantages,  or  be  compelled  to  surrender  after  the  wasting 
struggles  of  a  seige.  Washington,  at  the  verv  time  of  the 
landing  of  the  British  at  Throgg's  Neck,  was  engaged  in  a  con- 
sultation with  his  officers,  and  the_y,  contrary  to  his  own 
opinion,  decided  to  await  an  attack  in  their  present  position. 
To  this  conclusion  they  were  influenced  by  the  extensive 
fortifications  and  barracks  which  had  been  constructed  on  the 
Island. 

General  Howe  remained  a  week  in  the  isolated  position 
wdiich  he  had  chosen,  under  the  pretence  of  awaiting  the  arri- 
val of  stores  and  ])rovisions,  before  he  made  the  final  move- 
ment, which  was  to  enclose  Washington  and  his  forces  in  the 
narrow  island  of  New  York. 

The  very  evening  before  the  execution  of  this  manoeuvre, 
which  military  judgment  would  pronounce  a  fatal  one  for 
American  independence,  General  Charles  Lee  arrived  in 
camp,  and  by  his  urgent  appeals  induced  a  change  in  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Council,  and  an  immediate  movement  took  place 
which  extricated  the  army  from  its  dangerous  position. 

The  next  morning,  General  Howe  having  ascertained  the 
magnitude  of  his  error  in  landing  u])on  Throgg's  Neck,  re- 
embarked,  and  proceeded  to  PelFs  Manor,  which  an  inlet  of 
a  few  hundred  yards  only  separated  from  his  first  position. 
From  this  point  he  rapidly  extended  his  lines  across  the 
peninsula  of  Westchester  County  to  the  Hudson,  but  Provi- 
dence had  removed  his  destined  victim  from  his  grasp. 

• 

-^^•L-  Page  313. 

WASHINGTON  AS  A   COMMUNICANT  OF  THE 
EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

It  would  be  a  grateful  result  to  the  researches  of  the  Stu- 
dent of  History,  if  they  should  be  found  to  confirm  the  un- 
qualified praise  of  the  Episcopal  Church  for  patriotism  and 
fidelity  to  the  Republican  cause,  which  Major  Garden  is  so 
eager  to  bestow. 

The  fact  is,  that  the  intimate  connection  of  that  Church 
with  the  mother  country  in  the  formation  of  its  Hierarchy, 
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rendered  it  more  difficult  to  detach  its  ties  without  destroying 
its  structure,  and  that  many  of  its  clergy  and  most  ardent  de- 
votees were  thoroughly  loyalist. 

The  Church  of  England  in  America  had  no  more  earnest 
member  than  General  Washino-ton,  but  durino;  the  continu- 
ance,  and  subsequent  to  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  he  is  not 
known  to  have  communicated  in  its  celebration  of  the  Last 
Supper. 

No  one  did  lie  ever  permit  to  penetrate  the  mystery  of  his 
determination,  and  we  have  nothing  better  than  conjecture  to 
account  for  the  omission  of  a  religious  observance  by  one  who 
retained  so  much  uf  the  practice  of  other  more  essential  ones. 
That  he  believed  in  the  overruling  care  of  a  beneficent  God, 
and  the  efficiency  of  supplication  to  him,  is  supported  by  the 
best  testimony. 

It  has  been  suggested  as  the  most  plausible  reason  for  this 
change  of  religious  habit,  that  he  believed  a  tie  existed  be- 
tween the  present  Church  and  its  colonial  offspring  of  a  more 
sacred  and  indissoluble  character  than  the  political  one  he  had 
been  so  largely  instrumental  in  breaking,  and  that  he  never 
could  bring  himself  to  look  upon  the  Episcopal  Church  as  the 
authorized  representative  or  branch  of  the  Parent  Church. 
Another  hypothesis  more  rational,  asserts  that  Washington 
was  deterred  from  communion  by  his  repugnance  to  the 
course  of  the  clergy  in  persisting  to  pray  for  the  King,  and  in 
otherwise  exhibiting  their  loyalty. 

A  descendant  of  his  family,  who  is  said  to  huve  been 
familiar  M'ith  his  domestic  history,  substantiated  the  fact  of  his 
non-communion  in  a  conversation  with  Mrs.  Williams,  the 
author  of  the  life  of  General  Barton,  but  did  not  hazard  a 
conjecture  in  explanation  of  the  cause. 

Mrs.  Williams  suggests  that  the  life  of  distraction  he  was 
obliged  to  lead  in  the  camp,  he  considered  to  be  an  un- 
suitable preparation  for  participating  in  the  solemn  mys- 
teries of  the  communion,  and  that  from  the  habit  of  absence 
thus  acquired,  his  renewal  of  the  observances  of  the  Church 
was  postponed  from  time  to  time,  and  never  afterwards  ac- 
complished. 
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